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Our Jesus has organized his Church, and con-

fided to his Apostles the sacred deposit of the 

truths which are to form the object of our faith. 

We must now follow him in another work, of 

equal importance to the world, and to which 

he gives his divine attention during these forty 

days: it is the institution of the Sacraments. It is 

not enough that we believe; we must, moreover, 

be made just, that is, we must bear upon us the 

likeness of God’s holiness; we must receive, we 

must have incorporated within us, that great 

fruit of the Redemption, which is called Grace; 

that thus being made living members of our di-

vine Head, we may be made joint-heirs with him 

of the Kingdom of heaven. Now, it is by means 

of the Sacraments, that Jesus is to produce in 

us this wondrous work of our justification; he 

applies to us the merits of his Incarnation and 

Sacrifice but he applies them by certain means, 

which he himself, in his power and wisdom, has 

instituted.

Being the sovereign Master of his own gifts, 

he can select what means he pleases whereby 

to convey Grace to us; all we have to do is to 

conform to his wishes. Thus, each of the Sacra-

ments is a law; so that it is in vain that we hope 

for a Sacrament to produce its effects, unless we fulfill the conditions specified by our Redeemer. And 

here, at once, we cannot but admire that infinite goodness, which has so mercifully blended two such 

widely distinct operations in one and the same act—namely, on the one side, the humble submission of 

man and, on the other, the munificent generosity of God.

We were showing, a few days back, how the Church, though a spiritual society, is also visible and exte-

rior, because man, for whose sake the Church was formed, is a being composed of body and soul. When 

instituting the Sacraments, our Lord assigned to each an essential rite; and this rite is outward and 

sensible. He made the Flesh, which he had united to his Divine Person, become the instrument of our sal-

vation by his Passion and Death on the Cross; he redeemed us by shedding his Blood for us:—so is it in 

the Sacraments; he follows the same mysterious plan, taking physical things as his auxiliaries in effect-

ing the work of our justification. He raises them to a supernatural state, and makes them the faithful and 

all-powerful conductors of his grace, even to the most intimate depths of our soul. It is the continuation 

of the mystery of the Incarnation, the object of which is to raise us, by visible things, to the knowledge 

of things invisible. Thus is broken the pride of Satan; he despised man because he is not purely a spirit, 

but is spirit and matter unitedly; and he refused to pay adoration to the Word made Flesh.

Moreover, the Sacraments, being visible signs, are an additional bond of union between the members of 

the Church: we say additional, because these members have the two other strong links of union—sub-

mission to Peter and to the Pastors sent by him, and profession of the same faith. The Holy Ghost tells 

us, in the Sacred Volume, that a threefold cord is not easily broken. Now we have such a one; and it 

keeps us in the glorious unity of the Church—Hierarchy, Dogma, and Sacraments, all contribute to make 
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us One Body. Everywhere, from north to south, and from east to west, the Sacraments testify to the 

fraternity that exists among us; by them, we know each other, no matter in what part of the globe we 

may be, and by the same we are known by heretics and infidels. These divine Sacraments are the same 

in every country, how much soever the liturgical formulæ of their administration may differ; they are the 

same in the graces they produce, they are the same in the signs whereby grace is produced, in a word, 

they are the same in all the essentials.

Our Risen Jesus would have the Sacraments be Seven. As at the beginning he stamped the Creation of 

the visible world with this sacred number—giving six days to work and one to rest—so too would he 

mark the great spiritual creation. He tells us, in the Old Testament, that Wisdom (that is, himself—for 

he is the Eternal Wisdom of the Father) will build to himself a House, which is the Church; and he adds 

that he will make it rest on seven pillars. He gives us a type of this same Church in the Tabernacle built 

by Moses, and he orders a superb Candlestick, to be provided for the giving light, by day and night, 

to the holy place; but there were to be seven branches to the Candlestick, and on each branch were to 

be graven flowers and fruits. When he raises his beloved Disciple to heaven, he shows himself to him 

surrounded by seven candlesticks, and holding seven stars in his right hand. He appears to him as a 

Lamb, bearing seven horns (which are the symbol of strength), and having seven eyes (which signify his 

infinite wisdom). Near him lies a Book, in which is written the future of the world; the Book is sealed 

with seven seals, and none but the Lamb is able to loose them. The Disciple sees seven Spirits, burning 

like lamps, before the throne of God, ready to do his biddings, and carry his word to the extremities of 

the earth.

Turning our eyes to the kingdom of Satan, we see him mimicking God’s work, and setting up a seven of 

his own. Seven capital and deadly sins are the instruments whereby he makes man his slave; and our 

Savior tells us that when Satan has been defeated, and would regain a soul, he brings with him seven of 

the wickedest spirits of hell. We read in the Gospel that Jesus drove seven devils out of Mary Magda-

lene. When God’s anger bursts upon the world, immediately before the coming of the dread Judge, he will 

announce the approach of his chastisements by seven trumpets, sounded by seven Angels; and seven 

other Angels will then pour out upon the guilty earth seven vials filled with the wrath of God.

We, therefore, who are resolved to make sure our election; who desire to possess the grace of our Risen 

Jesus in this life, and to enjoy his vision in the next; oh! let us reverence and love this merciful Sev-

en-fold, these admirable Sacraments! Under this sacred number, he has included all the varied riches of 

his grace. There is not a want or necessity, either of souls individually, or of society at large, for which 

our Redeemer has not provided by these seven sources of regeneration and life. He calls us from death 

to life by Baptism and Penance; he strengthens us in that supernatural life by Confirmation, the Eucharist, 

and Extreme Unction; he secures to his Church both Ministry and increase by Holy Orders and Matri-

mony. The seven Sacraments supply everything needed; take one away, and you destroy the harmony. 

The Churches of the East—though severed, now for long ages, from Catholic unity—retain all seven: and 

when Protestantism broke the sacred number, it showed in this, as in all its other pretended reforma-

tions, that it was estranging itself from the spirit of the Christian Religion. No: the doctrine of the Sac-

raments is one that cannot be denied without denying the true Faith. If we would be members of God’s 

Church, we must receive this doctrine as coming from Him who has a right to insist on our humble sub-

mission to his every word. It is to the soul which thus believes, that the Sacraments appear in all their 

divine beauty and power: we understand, because we believe. Credite, et intelligetis! It is the fulfillment 

of the text from Isaias, as rendered by the Septuagint (vii. 9): Unless ye believe, ye shall not understand!

Let us confine our considerations, for today, to the first of the Sacraments—Baptism. It is during Paschal 

Time that we have it brought before us in all its glory. We remember how, on Holy Saturday, it filled the 
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hearts of the Catechumens with joy, giving them 

a right to heaven. But the great Sacrament had 

had its preparations. On the feast of the Epiph-

any, we adored our Emmanuel as we beheld him 

descending into the river Jordan and, by this 

contact with his sacred Body, communicating 

to the element of Water the power of purifying 

men’s souls from sin. The Holy Ghost, in the 

form of a dove, rested on Jesus’ head and, by his 

divine influence, gave fecundity to the life-giv-

ing element. The voice of the Eternal Father was 

heard in a cloud, announcing his adoption of all 

such as should receive Baptism; he adopted 

them in Jesus, his eternally well-beloved Son.

During his sojourn on earth, our Redeemer thus 

explained the mystery of Baptism to Nicode-

mus, who was a ruler among the Jews, and a 

master in Israel: Unless a man be born again of 

Water and the Holy Ghost, he cannot enter into 

the Kingdom of God. Here, as in so many other 

instances, he foretells what he intends to do at 

a future time: he prepares us for the mystery by 

telling us that as our first birth was not pure, he 

is preparing a second for us; that this second 

birth will be holy, and that Water is to be the 

instrument of so great a grace.

But after his Resurrection, our Emmanuel openly announced his having given to Water the power of pro-

ducing the sublime adoption to which mankind was invited by the Eternal Father. Speaking to his Apos-

tles, he thus gives them the fundamental law of the Kingdom he had come from heaven to establish: Go-

ing, teach ye all nations: baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. 

This is the master-gift bestowed on the world by its Redeemer—salvation by Water and the invocation 

of the Blessed Trinity; for he adds: He that believeth and is baptized, shall be saved. What a revelation 

was here! It told us of the infinite mercy, wherewith our Creator loved us: it was the inauguration of the 

Sacraments by the announcements of the first of the Seven—of that one which, according to the expres-

sion of the Holy Father, is the Gate to the rest.

Let us love this august mystery of Baptism, to which we are indebted for the life of our souls, and for 

the indelible character which makes us members of our divine Head, Jesus. The holy King of France, St. 

Louis, who was baptized in the humble village of Poissy, loved to sign him “Louis of Poissy.” He looked 

upon the baptismal font as the mother who had given him a life incomparably superior to that which 

made him the son of an earthly monarch:—she gave him to be the child of God, and heir to the kingdom of 

Heaven. We should imitate this saintly King.

But observe the exceeding considerateness of our Risen Jesus, when he instituted this the most indis-

pensable of the Sacraments. He chose for its matter the commonest that could be, and the most easily to 

be had. Bread, Wine and Oil are not so plentiful as Water, which is to be found in every place: God made 

it thus plentiful, that, when the appointed time came, the fount of regeneration might be within every-
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one’s reach.

In his other Sacraments, our Savior would have Priests alone to be the ministers: not so with Baptism. 

Any one of the Faithful, whatever may be his or her condition, may administer Baptism. Nay more; an 

Infidel can, by Water and the invocation of the Blessed Trinity, confer upon others the Baptismal Grace, 

which he or she themselves do not possess, provided only that they really intend to do what holy 

Church does, when she administers the sacrament of Baptism.

Nor is this all. An unbaptized man or woman may be dying, and no one near them to administer this 

Sacrament; they are on the brink of eternity, and there is no hand nigh them to pour the Water of regen-

eration upon them—our Savior has lovingly provided for this necessity. Let this man or woman believe 

in Baptism; let them desire it in all the sincerity of their souls; let them entertain sentiments of compunc-

tion and love, such as are required of an adult when receiving Baptism—they are Baptized in desire, and 

heaven is open to them.

But what if it be a child that has not come to the use of reason? Our Savior’s words are plain: He that 

believeth and is baptized, shall be saved. How, then, can this child be saved? the guilt of original sin is 

upon it, and it is incapable of making an act of faith? Fear not: the power of holy Baptism extends even 

so far as this. The faith of the Church will be imputed to this Child, which the Church is about to adopt 

as her own: let Water be but poured on the Child, in the name of the three Divine Persons—and it is a 

Christian forever. Baptized in the faith of the Church, this Child now possesses (and, as we say, per-

sonally) Faith, Hope and Charity: the sacramental Water has achieved this wondrous work. If the little 

innocent die, it goes straight to heaven.

These, O Jesus! are the admirable effects of the first of thy Sacraments. How truly does the Apostle say 

of thee, that thou willest all men to be saved! If this thy will be in some without its fulfillment, so that 

some children die without Baptism, it is because of the consequences which sin produces in the parents, 

and which thy Justice is not bound to prevent. And yet, how frequently does not thy mercy intervene, 

and procure the grace of Regeneration for children who, naturally, would have been excluded! Thus, the 

water of Baptism has been poured upon countless Babes, who were dying in the arms of their pagan 

parents, and the Angels received these little ones into their choirs. Knowing this, dear Savior, we are 

forced to exclaim with the Psalmist: Let us that live bless the Lord!

In the Greek Church, the fourth Sunday after Easter is called the Sunday of the Samaritan, because there 

is then read the passage of the Gospel, which relates the conversion of this woman.

The Roman Church begins, in her Night Office of this Sunday, the Canonical Epistles; and continues them 

till Pentecost Sunday.

Fourth Sunday after Easter
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Text taken from The Liturgical Year by Dom 

Guéranger:

In order to honor her Eternal High Priest, the Church presents to 

him this day the merits of a Pontiff who, after his mortal career, 

was admitted into a happy Immortality. Ubaldus, here on earth, 

was the image of our Lord Jesus Christ. Like his Divine Master, 

he received the holy Anointing of Priesthood; he was a Media-

tor between God and man; he was the Shepherd of a flock; and 

now, he is united with our Risen Jesus—the great Anointed, the 

Mediator, the Shepherd. In proof of his influence in heaven, our 

Ubaldus has had given to him a special power against the wick-

ed Spirits, who lay snares for our perdition. It has frequently 

happened that the simple invocation of his name has sufficed 

to foil their machinations. It is with the view of encouraging the 

Faithful to have recourse to his protection that the Church has 

fixed this day as his feast.

Let us now read the account she gives of the virtues of the 

saintly Bishop.

Ubaldus was born at Gubbio in Umbria, of a noble family. He 

was, from childhood, formed, in the most admirable way, to 

piety and learning. When grown up, he was frequently urged to 

marry; but nothing could shake his resolution of leading a life of 

celibacy. On being ordained Priest, he divided his fortune be-

tween the poor and the Churches, and entered among the Can-

ons Regular of the Order of St. Augustine. He established that 

Institute in his own country, and was for some time a most fervent observer of all its regulations. The 

fame of his virtue spread far and wide. Pope Honorius the Second compelled him to accept the charge of 

the Church of Gubbio; and, accordingly, he was consecrated Bishop.

Having taken possession of his See, he changed little or nothing of his mode of life; but he began to apply 

himself more than ever to the practice of every virtue, in order that he might the more effectually, both 

by word and example, procure the salvation of souls, for he was a pattern of the flock in all earnestness. 

His food was scanty, his dress unpretending, his bed hard and most poor. While always bearing about, 

in his body, the mortification of the Cross, he every day refreshed his spirit with prayer, in which he 

seemed insatiable. The result of such life was meekness of so admirable a nature, that he not only bore 

the worst injuries and insults with patience, but he even treated his persecutors with surprising affec-

tion, and showed them all possible kindness.

During the last two years of his life, he suffered much from sickness. In the midst of the most acute 

pains, whereby he was made pure as gold that is cleansed in the furnace, he ceased not to give thanks 

to God. Finally, on the holy Feast of Pentecost, after governing for many years, and in a most laudable 

manner, the Diocese that had been entrusted to him, he slept in peace, venerated for his holy life and 

miracles. He was canonized by Pope Celestine the Third. God has given him a special power for driving 

away unclean spirits. His body, which has remained incorrupt for several centuries, is honored with 

much devotion, by the Faithful of the city of Gubbio, which he has more than once rescued from the ca-

St. Ubald
May 16th 2022
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lamities that threatened it.

O blessed Pontiff! be thou our protector against the spirits of hell. They are devoured by envy at seeing 

how Man, that lowly and feeble creature, has become the object of God’s predilection. The Incarnation 

of the Son of God, his Death on the Cross, his glorious Resurrection, the Sacraments which give us 

the life of Grace—all these sublime means, whereby the infinite goodness of God has restored us to our 

lost dignity, have excited the rage of the old enemy, and he seeks revenge by insulting, in us, the Image 

of our Creator. At times, he attacks man with all the frenzy of angry jealousy. To mimic the operations of 

Sanctifying Grace—which, so to speak, makes us the instruments of God’s good pleasure—Satan some-

times takes possession of our fellow creatures, and makes them his slaves. Thy power, O Ubaldus, has 

often manifested itself by rescuing these unhappy victims of the devil’s jealousy; and holy Church, on 

this day, celebrates the special prerogative conferred on thee by our Heavenly Father. Relent not in the 

exercise of thy charitable office. And yet, O holy Pontiff, thou knowest that the snares of the wicked 

spirits are more injurious to the souls than to the bodies of men. Have pity, then, on the unhappy slaves 

of sin, who, though the divine Sun of the Pasch has risen upon them, are still in the darkness of guilt. 

Pray for them, that they may become, once more, Children of the Light, and share in the Easter Resurrec-

tion which Jesus offers to all.

St. Ubald
May 16th 2022
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Text taken from The Liturgical Year by Dom 

Guéranger:

The Seraph of Assisi was sure to depute some of his children 

to pay their court to his Risen Master. The one he sends today 

is the humblest and most unknown of men; another will follow, 

three days hence, powerful in word and work, and holding a 

palm in his hands, as a most devoted preacher of the Gospel. 

Paschal Baylon was a simple peasant. He was a shepherd-boy; 

and it was in tending his flock that he found the Lord Jesus. He 

had a great love for contemplation. Forests and fields spoke to 

him of their great Creator; and in order that he might be the more 

closely united with him, he resolved to seek him in the highest 

paths of perfection. He was ambitious to imitate the humble, 

poor and suffering Life of the Man-God; the Franciscan Cloister 

offered him all this, and he flew to it. On that blessed soil, he 

grew to be one of heaven’s choicest plants, and the whole earth 

has now heard the name of the humble Lay Brother of a little 

convent in Spain. Holy Church brings him before us today and 

shows him enraptured in the contemplation of his Jesus’ Resur-

rection. He had trod the path of humiliation and the cross; it was 

but just that he should share in his Master’s Triumph. It was of 

him, and of such as he, that this Divine Savior spoke, when he 

said: Ye are they that have continued with me in my temptations; 

and I dispose to you, as my Father hath disposed to me, a King-

dom; that ye may eat and drink at my table, in my Kingdom, and 

may sit upon thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.

The account given by the Liturgy of the angelic life of this illustri-

ous son of St. Francis, is as follows.

Paschal Baylon was born of poor and pious parents, et Torre-Hermosa, a small town of the Diocese 

of Seguenza, in Aragon. Even from his infancy, he gave many signs of future sanctity. Being endowed 

with a good disposition, and having a great love for the contemplation of heavenly things, he passed the 

years of boyhood and youth in tending flocks. He loved this kind of life more than any other, because it 

seemed to him best for fostering humility and preserving innocence. He was temperate in his food, and 

assiduous in prayer. He had such influence over his acquaintance and companions, and was so dear to 

them, that he used to settle their disputes, correct their faults, instruct their ignorance, and keep them 

out of idleness. He was honored and loved by them as their father and master; and even then, was often 

called the Blessed Paschal.

Thus did this flower of the valley bloom in the world—that desert and parched land; but once planted 

in the house of the Lord, he shed, everywhere around him, a wondrous odor of sanctity. Having em-

braced the severest sort of life, by entering the Order of the Discalced Friars Minor of strict observance, 

Paschal rejoiced as a giant to run his way. Devoting himself wholly to the service of his God, his once 

thought, both day and night, was how he could further imitate his Divine Master. His brethren, even they 

that were most advanced, soon began to look upon him as a model of seraphic perfection. As for him, he 

put himself in the grade of the Lay Brothers. Looking on himself as the off-scouring of all, he, with humil-

St. Paschal Baylon
May 17th 2022
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ity and patience, cheerfully took on himself the most tiring and menial work of the house, which work he 

used to say belonged to him by a special right. He mortified and brought into subjection his flesh, which, 

at times, would strive to rebel against the spirit. As to his spirit, he, by assiduous self-denial, main-

tained its fervor, and daily stretched himself forward to the things that were more perfect.

He had consecrated himself, from his earliest years, to the Blessed Virgin; he honored her, as his Moth-

er, by daily devotions, and prayed to her with filial confidence. It would be difficult to describe the ardor 

of his devotion to the most holy Sacrament of the Eucharist. Even after his death, this devotion seemed 

to linger in his body; for when laid in his coffin, his eyes were seen to open and shut twice during the 

elevation of the sacred Host, to the astonishment of all that were present. He publicly and openly pro-

fessed before heretics his faith in the dogma of the Real Presence, and had much to suffer on that ac-

count. His very life was frequently attempted; but, by a special providence of God, he was rescued from 

the hands of the wicked men who sought to kill him. Frequently, when at prayer, he was in ecstasy, and 

swooned away with the sweetness of love. It was on these occasions that he was supposed to receive 

that heavenly wisdom, whereby he, though uneducated and illiterate, was enabled to give answers upon 

the profoundest mysteries of Faith, and even write several books. Finally, being rich in merit, he happily 

took his flight to heaven, at the hour which he had foretold, in the year of our Lord 1592, on the sixteenth 

of the Calends of June (May 17), and on the Feast of Pentecost (the same on which he was born), being in 

his fifty-second year. These and other virtues having procured him great reputation, and being celebrat-

ed for miracles both before and after his death, he was beatified by Pope Paul the Fifth, and canonized by 

Alexander the Eighth.

Heaven opened to receive thee, O Paschal! Even when here below, the fervor of thy contemplations 

often gave thee a foretaste of the delights of eternal bliss; but now, every veil is drawn aside, and thou 

art face to face with Him thou so ardently desiredst to possess. Thou hast no further need to unite 

thyself with him by humiliation and suffering; what thou enjoyest, and what he, for all eternity, will have 

thee to enjoy, is his own glory, his own happiness, his own triumph. Deign to cast an eye of pity on us, 

who have not the eagerness thou hadst to walk in our Redeemer’s footsteps, and who, as yet, have but 

the hope of being united with him for eternity. Get us courage. Get us that love which leads straight to 

Jesus, which surmounts every obstacle of flesh and blood, and gives to man an admirable resemblance 

to his Divine Model.

The pledge of this happy transformation has been given to us by our being permitted to partake of the 

Paschal Mystery; oh! that it might be perfected by our fidelity in keeping close to our Divine Conqueror 

and Lord! Though he leave us, some time further, in this vale of tears, his eye is ever upon us, he longs 

to see us persevere in our loyalty to him. Yet a little while, and we shall see him! Behold! says he, I come 

quickly; hold fast that which thou hast. Behold! I stand at the gate, and knock. If any man shall hear my 

voice, and open to me the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me. Thus will 

the Pasch of time he changed into the Pasch of eternity. Pray for us, O Paschal, that, like thee, we may 

hold fat that which, by the grace of our Risen Jesus, we already possess.

St. Paschal Baylon
May 17th 2022
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Text taken from The Liturgical Year by Dom 

Guéranger:

Today’s Martyr carries us back to the persecutions under the 

Roman Emperors. It was at Camerino, in Italy, that he bore his 

testimony to the true Faith; and the devotion wherewith he 

is honored by the people of those parts (which are under the 

temporal Sovereignty of the Roman Pontiff) has occasioned his 

Feast being kept throughout the Church. Let us, therefore, joyful-

ly welcome this new champion, who fought so bravely for our 

Emmanuel. Let us congratulate him upon his having the privilege 

of suffering Martyrdom during the Paschal Season, all radiant as 

it is with the grand victory won by Life over Death.

The account given by the Liturgy upon St. Venantius is a tissue 

of miracles. The omnipotence of God seemed, on this and many 

other like occasions, to be resisting the cruelty of the execution-

ers, in order to glorify the Martyr. It served also as a means for 

converting the bystanders, who, on witnessing these almost 

lavish miracles, were frequently heard to exclaim that they too 

wished to be Christians, and embrace a Religion which was not 

only honored by the superhuman patience of its Martyrs, but 

was so visibly protected and favored by heaven.

Venantius, who was born at Camerino, was but fifteen years 

of age when he was accused of being a Christian, and arraigned 

before Antiochus, the Governor of the City, under the reign of 

the Emperor Decius. He presented himself to the Governor at the city Gate, where, after being long and 

uselessly coaxed and threatened, he was scourged, and condemned to be chained. But he was miracu-

lously unfettered by an Angel, and was then burned with torches, and was hung, with his head down-

wards, over a fire that he might be suffocated by the smoke. One of the officials, by name Anastasius, 

having noticed the courage wherewith he suffered his torments, and having also seen an Angel walking, 

in a white robe, above the smoke, and again liberating Venantius—he believed in Christ, and, together 

with his family, was baptized by the priest Porphyrius, with whom he afterwards merited to receive the 

palm of martyrdom.

Venantius was again brought before the Governor; and being solicited, though to no purpose, to give 

up his Faith, he was thrown into prison. A herald named Attalus, was sent thither, to tell him that he 

also had once been a Christian, but had renounced the profession on discovering that it was false, and 

that Christians were duped into giving up the good things of the present by the vain hope of what was 

to follow in the next life. But the high-minded soldier of Christ, knowing well the snares of our crafty 

enemy the devil, utterly spurned his minister from his presence. Whereupon, he was again led before 

the Governor, and all his teeth were beaten out, and his jaws broken; after which, he was thrown into 

a dung-pit. But, being delivered by an Angel, thence also, he again stood before the judge, who, while 

Venantius was addressing him, fell from the judgment-seat, and died exclaiming: “The God of Venantius 

is the true one! destroy our gods!”

St. Venantius
May 18th 2022
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When this was made known to the Governor, he immediately ordered Venantius to be exposed to the 

lions: but those animals, forgetting their own savage nature, threw themselves at his feet. The Saint, 

meanwhile, instructed the people in the Christian Faith, and was therefore removed and again thrown 

into prison. On the following day, Porphyrius told the Governor, that he had had a vision during the 

night, and that he saw that those who were bathed with water, by Venantius, were brilliant with a 

splendid light, but that the Governor was covered with a thick darkness. This so irritated the Gover-

nor, that he immediately ordered Porphyrius to be beheaded, and Venantius to be dragged, until eve-

ning, along places covered with thorns and thistles. He was left there half dead; but he again presented 

himself, in the morning, to the Governor, who at once condemned him to be cast headlong from a rock. 

Again, however, he was miraculously preserved in his fall, and was once more dragged, for a mile, 

over rough places. Seeing that the soldiers were tormented with thirst, Venantius made the sign of the 

Cross, and water flowed from a rock, which was in a neighboring dell; on which rock, Venantius left the 

impress of his knees, as may be still seen in the Church which is dedicated to him. Many were moved, 

by that miracle, to believe in Christ, and were all beheaded, together with Venantius, on that very spot, 

by the Governor’s orders. So awful were the lightnings and earthquakes which followed the execution, 

that the Governor took to flight. But he was not able to escape divine justice; and, a few days after, met 

with a most humiliating death. Meanwhile, the Christians gave honorable burial to the bodies of all these 

Martyrs, and they are now reposing in the Church, which is dedicated to Venantius in the town of Cam-

erino.

Dear youthful Martyr, loved of the Angels, and aided by them in thy combat! pray for us. Like thyself, 

we too are soldiers of the Risen Jesus, and must give testimony, before the world, to the Divinity and 

the Rights of our King. The world has not always in its hands those material instruments of torture, 

such as it made thee feel; but it is always fearful in its power of seducing souls. It would rob us, also, of 

that New Life which Jesus has imparted to us and to all them that are his Members; holy Martyr, protect 

us under these attacks! Thou hadst partaken, during the days of thy last Easter, of the divine Flesh of the 

Paschal Lamb, and thy courage in Martyrdom redounded to the glory of this heavenly nourishment. We, 

also, have been guests at the same holy Table; we, also, have partaken of the Paschal Banquet. Like thee, 

we have known our Lord in the breaking of bread: obtain for us the appreciation of the divine mystery, 

of which we received the first-fruits at Bethlehem, and which has been gradually developed, within our 

souls, as well as before our eyes, by the merits of the Passion and Resurrection of our Emmanuel. We are 

now, at this very time, preparing to receive the plenitude of the divine gift of the Incarnation. Pray for us, 

O Holy Martyr, that our hearts may more than ever fervently welcome, and faithfully preserve, the rich 

treasures which are about to be offered us, by the sublime mysteries of the Ascension and Pentecost.

St. Venantius
May 18th 2022
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Text taken from The Liturgical Year by Dom 

Guéranger:

Our Paschal Season, which has already given us the admirable 

Doctor, St. Leo, brings before us today the humble Peter Celes-

tine—Sovereign Pontiff, like Leo, but who was no sooner throned 

on the Apostolic See, than he left it and returned to solitude. 

Among the long list of sainted men, who compose the venerable 

series of Roman Pontiffs, our Lord would have one, in whose 

person was to be represented the virtue of humility;—that hon-

or was conferred on Peter Celestine. He was dragged from the 

quiet of his solitude, compelled to ascend the throne of St. Peter, 

and made to hold, in his trembling hand, the Keys of the Kingdom 

of Heaven. The holy Hermit, whose eyes had been ever fixed on 

his own weakness, had then to provide for the necessities of the 

whole Church. In his humility, he judged himself to be unequal to 

so heavy a responsibility. He resigned the Tiara, and begged to 

be permitted to return to his dear hermitage. His Divine Mas-

ter, Christ, had, in like manner, concealed his glory, first, in a 

thirty years of hidden life, and then, later on, under the cloud of 

his Passion and Sepulcher. The sunshine of the Pasch came; the 

gloom was dispersed, and the Conqueror of Death arose in all 

his splendor. He was have his Servants share in his triumph and 

glory; but their share is to be greater or less, according to the 

measure in which they have, here on earth, imitated his humil-

ity. Who, then, could describe the glory which Peter Celestine 

receives in heaven, as a recompense for his profound humility, 

which made him more eager to be unknown, than the most ambi-

tious of men could be for honor and fame? He was great on the 

Pontifical Throne, and still greater in his solitude; but his greatness, now that he is in heaven, surpasses 

all human thought.

Holy Church speaks his praise in these few lines; their simplicity admirably harmonizes with the Hermit 

Pope, whose life they narrate.

Peter, who from the name he took as Pope was called Celestine, was born at Isernia, in the Abruzzi, of 

respectable and Catholic parents. When quite a boy, he retired into solitude, that he might be out of the 

reach of the world’s vanities. There he nourished his soul with holy contemplations, bringing his body 

into subjection, and wearing an iron chain next to his skin. He founded, under the Rule of St. Benedict, 

the congregation which was afterwards called the congregation of Celestines. The Roman Church having 

been for a long time widowed of its Pastor, Celestine was chosen, unknown to himself, to occupy the 

Chair of Peter, and was therefore compelled to quit his solitude, for he was a lamp that was set upon a 

candlestick, and could not be hid. All men were filled with joy as well as with surprise at this unexpected 

choice. But when thus exalted to the Pontificate, he found that the multiplicity of cares rendered it almost 

impossible for him to continue his wonted contemplations, and resigned, of his own accord, the oner-

ous honors of the Papal throne. He therefore resumed his former mode of life, and slept in the Lord by a 

precious death, which was rendered still more glorious by the apparition of an exceedingly bright cross, 

which hovered over the door of his cell. He was celebrated for many miracles both before and after his 

St. Peter Celestine
May 19th 2022
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death; which being authentically proved, he was canonized, eleven years after his departure from this 

world, by Pope Clement the Fifth.

Thou obtainedst, O Celestine, the object of thy ambition. Thou wast permitted to descend from the 

Apostolic Throne, and return to the quiet of that hidden life which, for so many years, had been thy 

delight. Enjoy, to thy heart’s content, the holy charm of being unknown to the world, and treasures of 

contemplation in the secret of the face of God. But this life of obscurity must have an end; and then, the 

Cross—the Cross, which thou hast loved above all earthly possessions—will rise up in brightness before 

thy Cell door, and summon thee to share in the Paschal Triumph of Him who came down from heaven to 

teach us this great truth—he that humbleth himself, shall be exalted. Thy name, O Celestine, will forever 

shine on the list of Roman Pontiffs; thou art one of the links of that glorious chain which unites the Holy 

Church with Jesus, her Founder and her Spouse; but a still greater glory is reserved for thee—the glory 

of being forever with this same Risen Jesus. Holy Church, which, during the short period of thy holding 

the Keys of Peter, was obedient to thee, has now for centuries paid, and will continue, to the end of the 

world, to pay thee, the tribute of her devotion, because she recognizes in thee one of God’s Elect—one 

of the Princes of the heavenly Court. And we, O Celestine, we also are invited to ascend where thou 

art, and contemplate, together with thee, the most beautiful among the children of men, the Conqueror of 

sin and hell. But there is only one path that can lead us thither; it is the path thou troddest—the path of 

Humility. Pray for us, that we may be solidly grounded in this virtue, and desire it with all our earnest-

ness; that we may change our unhappy self-esteem into an honest contempt of ourselves; that we may 

despise all human glory, and be courageous, yea, cheerful, under humiliation; and that thus having drunk 

of the torrent, as did our Divine Master, we may one day, like him, lift up our heads, and cluster round 

his Throne for all eternity.

St. Peter Celestine
May 19th 2022
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In that Season of the Liturgical Year when we were loving and 

praying around the Crib of the Infant Jesus, one of its days 

was devoted to our celebrating the glory and sweetness of his 

Name. Holy Church was full of joy in pronouncing the dear Name 

chosen, from all eternity, by her heavenly Spouse; and mankind 

found consolation in the thought that the great God, who might 

so justly have bid us call him the Just and the Avenger, willed 

us henceforth to call him the Savior. The devout Bernardine of 

Sienna, whose feast we keep today, stood then before us, hold-

ing in his hands this ever blessed Name, surrounded with rays. 

He urged the whole earth to venerate, with love and confidence, 

the sacred Name which expresses the whole economy of our 

salvation. The Church, ever attentive to what is for the good of 

her Children, adopted the beautiful device. She encouraged them 

to receive it from the Saint, as a shield that would protect them 

against the darts of the evil spirit, and as an additional means for 

reminding us of the exceeding charity wherewith God has loved 

this world of ours. And finally, when the loveliness of the Holy 

Name of Jesus had won all Christian hearts, she instituted, in its 

honor, one of the most beautiful solemnities of Christmastide.

Bernardine, the worthy son of St. Francis of Assisi, returns to 

us on this twentieth day of May, and the sweet flower of the 

Holy Name is, of course, in his hand. But it is not now the pro-

phetic appellation of the newborn Babe; it is not the endearing 

Name, respectfully and lovingly whispered by the Virgin-Mother 

over the Crib;—it is the Name, whose sound has gone through 

the whole creation, it is the trophy of the grandest of victories, 

it is the fulfillment of all that was prophesied. The Name of Jesus 

was a promise to mankind of a Savior; Jesus has saved mankind by dying and rising again; he is now 

Jesus in the full sense of the word. Go where you will, and you hear his Name—the Name that has united 

men into the one great family of the Church.

The chief priests of the Synagogue strove to stifle the Name of Jesus, for it was even then winning 

men’s hearts. They forbade the Apostles to teach in this Name; and it was on this occasion that Peter 

uttered the words which embody the whole energy of the Church: We ought to obey God, rather than 

men. The Synagogue might as well have tried to stay the course of the sun. So too, when the mighty 

power of the Roman Empire set itself against the triumphant progress of this Name, and would annul the 

decree that every knee should bow at its sound—there was not merely a failure, but at the end of three 

centuries, the Name of Jesus was heard and loved in every city and hamlet of the Empire.

Armed with this sacred motto, Bernardine traversed the towns of Italy, which, at that period (the 15th 

century) were at enmity with each other and, not unfrequently, were torn with domestic strifes. The 

Name of Jesus, which he carried in his hand, became as a rainbow of reconciliation; and wheresoever he 

set it up, there every knee bowed down, every vindictive heart was appeased, and sinners hastened 

to the sacrament of pardon. The three letters (I H S), which represent this Name, became familiar to the 

Faithful; they were everywhere to be seen, carved or engraven or painted; and the Catholic world thus 

gained a new form whereby to express its adoration and love of its Savior.

St. Bernardine of Siena
May 20th 2022
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Bernardine was a preacher whose eloquence was of heaven’s inspiring. He was also a distinguished 

master in the science of sacred things, as is proved by the Writings he has left us. We regret not being 

able, from want of space, to give our readers his words on the greatness of the Paschal mystery; but 

we cannot withhold from them what he says regarding Jesus’ appearing to his Blessed Mother, after 

the Resurrection. They will be rejoiced at finding unity of doctrine on this interesting subject, existing 

between the Franciscan School, represented by St. Bernardine, and the School of St. Dominic, whose 

testimony we have already given, on the Feast of St. Vincent Ferrer.

“From the fact of there being no mention made in the Gospel of the visit wherewith Christ consoled his 

Mother, after his Resurrection, we are not to conclude that this most merciful Jesus—the source of all 

grace and consolation, who was so anxious to gladden his Disciples by his presence—forgot his Mother, 

who he knew had drunk so deeply of the bitterness of his Passion. But it has pleased divine Providence 

that the Gospel should be silent on this subject; and this for three reasons.

“In the first place, because of the firmness of Mary’s Faith. The confidence which the Virgin-Mother had 

of her Son’s rising again, had never faltered, not even by the slightest doubt. this we can readily believe, 

if we reflect on the special grace wherewith she was filled, she the Mother of the Man-God, the Queen 

of Angels, and the Mistress of the world. To a truly enlightened mind, the silence of the Scripture, on 

this subjects, says more than any affirmation could have done. We have learned to know something of 

Mary by the visit she received from the Angel, when the Holy Ghost overshadowed her. We met her 

again at the foot of the Cross, where she, the Mother of Sorrows, stood nigh her dying Son. If then the 

Apostle could say: As ye are partakers of the sufferings, so shall ye be also of the consolation:—what 

share must not the Virgin Mother have had in the joys of the Resurrection? We should hold it as a cer-

tain truth, that her most sweet Jesus, after his Resurrection, consoled her first of all. The holy Roman 

Church would seem to express this, by celebrating at Saint Mary Major’s the Station of Easter Sunday. 

Moreover, if, from the silence of the Evangelist, you would conclude that our Risen Lord did not appear 

to her first—you must go further, and say that he did not appear to her at all, inasmuch as these same 

Evangelists, when relating the several apparitions, did not mention a single one as made to her. Now, 

such a conclusion as this would savor of impiety.

“In the second place, the silence of the Gospel is explained by the incredulity of men. The object of the 

Holy Spirit, when dictating the Gospels, was to describe such Apparitions as would remove all doubt, 

from carnal-minded men, with regard to the Resurrection of Christ. The fact of Mary’s being his Mother 

would have weakened her testimony, at least in their eyes. For this reason, she was not brought for-

ward as a witness, though, most assuredly, there never was or will be any creature (the humanity of 

her Son alone excepted) whose assertion better deserved the confidence of every truly pious soul. But 

the text of the Gospel was not to adduce any testimonies, save such as might be offered to the whole 

world. As to Jesus’ Apparition to his Mother, the Holy Ghost has left it to be believed by those that are 

enlightened by his light.

“In the third place, this silence is explained by the sublime nature of the Apparition itself. The Gospel 

says nothing regarding the Mother of Christ, after the Resurrection; and the reason is that her inter-

views with her Son were so sublime and ineffable, that no words could have described them. There are 

two sorts of visions: one is merely corporal, and feeble in proportion; the other is mainly in the soul, and 

is granted only to such as have been transformed. Say, if you will, that Magdalene was the first to have 

the merely corporal vision, provided that you admit that the Blessed Virgin saw, previously to Magda-

lene, and in a far sublimer way, her Risen Jesus, that she recognized him, and enjoyed his sweet embrac-

es in her soul, more even than in her body.”

St. Bernardine of Siena
May 20th 2022
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Text taken from The Liturgical Year by Dom 

Guéranger:

%. In thy resurrection, O Christ, alleluia.

@. Let heaven and earth rejoice, alleluia.

On this day, which is sacred to Mary, let us open the holy 

Gospel, according to St. John. There, in the second chapter, we 

find these words: There was a Marriage in Cana of Galilee, and 

the Mother of Jesus was there. The sacred text goes on to say 

that Jesus also and his disciples were among the guests; but 

the Holy Spirit, who guided the Evangelist’s hand, would have 

him first make mention of Mary. It was to teach us that this our 

Blessed Mother extends her protection to those who enter upon 

the married life with worthy dispositions, that is, with such 

dispositions as to draw down upon themselves the blessing of 

her divine Son.

Marriage is a sacred state, for it was instituted by God. The 

first Marriage was celebrated in the earthly Paradise between 

Adam and Eve, when yet they were innocent. It was God him-

self who dictated the conditions of Marriage. Unity was to be its 

very basis; in other words, the wife was to have but one hus-

band, the husband was to have but one wife. It was the type of a 

still more glorious unity, which was not to be revealed till a later 

period. The Mystery of Unity typified by Marriage being part of 

the Christian Revelation, we deem it a duty to put it before our 

readers by the following considerations.

The Angels were all created at one and the same time: but the members of the human race were to be 

born, each indeed from their respective parents, but yet so as that Adam and Eve were to be the com-

mon parents to whom all were to owe their origin. Such was our Creator’s design, and Marriage was 

the means he selected for its fulfillment. An immense multitude of the Angels having fallen, the places 

destined for them in heaven were to be filled up by the elect of earth; again, it was Marriage that was to 

provide these citizens for heaven. Hence, God blessed Marriage at the very commencement of the world, 

and with a blessing which was to be permanent, for, as the Church teaches us in the Liturgy, “it was not 

recalled, either by the punishment inflicted on original sin, or by the sentence which destroyed the world 

by the deluge.”

Even before this second great chastisement came upon the earth, all flesh had corrupted its way, and 

Marriage had fallen from the elevated dignity given to it by the Creator. The end for which he instituted 

it was forgotten; it was debased into a mere sensual gratification; it lost the sacred Unity which was its 

glory. Polygamy and Divorce destroyed its primitive character, and two frightful evils ensued: family 

ties were at an end, and Woman’s position was degraded into that of a being which must minister to 

man’s passions. The lesson intended to be conveyed by the Deluge was soon lost sight of; the world 

again became depraved, so much so indeed, that when the Mosaic Law came with its reforms, it had not 

power to restore to Marriage the dignity of its first institution.

Our Lady on Saturday
May 21st 2022
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To effect this, it was requisite that God himself should descend upon the earth. When the miseries of 

humanity had reached their height, the Word, the second Person of the Blessed Trinity, assumed our 

human nature and dwelt amongst us. He called himself the Bridegroom. The Prophets and the Canticle of 

Canticles had foretold that he would take to himself a Spouse from among mortals. This Spouse is the 

Church, that is, the human race purified by Baptism and enriched with supernatural gifts. As a dowry, he 

gave her his own precious Blood and Merits; and then united her to himself forever. This Spouse is One: 

he affectionately called her his Only One. On her part, she has no other but him. Here we have revealed 

to us the divine type on which Marriage was formed, and which, as the Apostle teaches us, derives its 

holiness and dignity from its resemblance to the union existing between Christ and his Church. The two 

unions are for the same end, and bear a mutual relation to each other. Jesus loves his Church with the 

tenderest affection; but his Church is the issue of human Marriage, for it is Marriage that provides the 

Church with her Children, and thus perpetuates her existence upon the earth. Let us not be surprised, 

therefore, that Jesus restored Marriage to its primitive condition, and that he honors it as being his pow-

erful aid in the accomplishment of his designs.

We have already seen, on the second Sunday after the Epiphany, how he selected the Nuptial Feast at 

Cana as the occasion of his working his first public Miracle. By his accepting the invitation to assist, in 

company with his Blessed Mother, at the Marriage, it is evident that he wished to honor, by his divine 

presence, the sacred engagement which was to unite the two spouses; it is evident that he intended to 

renew, in their persons, the ancient Blessing given in Paradise. Having, by his miracle at Cana, proved 

himself to be truly the Son of God, he began his public life and preaching. His object being to reform 

fallen man to the noble end for which he had been created, he frequently made Marriage the subject of his 

instructions. He spoke of its being divinely instituted on the basis of unity. He authoritatively repeated 

the command given at its first institution: They shall be two in one flesh: two, and only two. speaking of 

the indissolubility of the marriage tie, he told his hearers that no power on earth, not even the unfaith-

fulness, however criminal, of the husband or wife, could sever the bond. These were his words: What 

God hath joined together, let no man put asunder. Thus did he restore Marriage to its normal state; thus 

did he abrogate the degrading liberty, or more correctly, the libertinism, of polygamy and divorce—those 

sad proofs of the hardness of man’s heart, and of the need he had of a Redeemer. Thus did the New Law 

bring back to Marriage its primal blessing, and make it, once more, a holy state, which so far from its 

being an obstacle, is a means to virtue, and peoples both earth and heaven with Elect.

But our Risen Jesus would do more than repair the injuries brought upon Marriage by human frailty. He 

raised to the dignity of a Sacrament the solemn and irrevocable contract whereby a man and woman 

take each other for husband and wife. The moment that two Christians are thus irrevocably united, a 

Sacramental grace descends upon them, and cements their union, which there and then becomes a sacred 

thing. The Apostle, speaking of Christian Marriage, says: It is a great Sacrament; but I speak in Christ, 

and in the Church. The meaning of these words is that Marriage is the type of the union which exists be-

tween Christ and his Spouse the Church. There is one and the same object and end in the two Unions—

in that of Christ with the Church, and in that of the Husband with his Wife: this object, this end, is to 

people heaven with Elect. Hence it is that the Holy Ghost puts his Divine seal upon both these unions.

But the grace of the seventh Sacrament does more than cement the indissoluble union of husband and 

wife. It gives them every help they stand in need of for the fulfillment of their sacred mission. First of 

all, it infuses into their hearts a mutual love, which is strong as death, and which many waters can-

not quench, so long as they make Religion the ruling principle of their lives. This love is mingled with a 

sentiment of chaste respect, which serves as a check upon evil concupiscence. It is a love which time, 

far from impairing, makes purer and stauncher. It is a love calm like that which is found in heaven. When 
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sacrifices are to be made, it makes them almost without an ef-

fort, and is intensified by the making. The sacramental grace also 

fits the husband and wife for the great duty of educating their 

children. It gives them an untiring devotedness for their welfare; 

an affectionate patience with their faults; a supernatural discern-

ment for treating them according to their age and dispositions; 

a ceaseless remembrance of these dear ones being created for 

heaven; and, finally, a deep-rooted sentiment of their belonging 

to God more truly than to the parents, through whom he gave 

them life.

Thus was the married state transformed by the grace of the 

Sacrament of Matrimony. The Christian Law restored to it the 

dignity of which the vile egotism of pagan passion had deprived 

it. After so long a period of degradation, mankind was again 

brought to the knowledge of what Marriage really is—namely, 

Love surrounded by Sacrifice, and Sacrifice prompted and aided 

by Love. Truly, a Sacrament was needed for the bringing about 

such a change as this! The change came, and admirable indeed it 

was. Two centuries had not elapsed since the promulgation of 

the Gospel, and Paganism was still powerful; and yet we find a 

Writer of those days giving the following description of a Chris-

tian Husband and Wife. “How shall I find words to describe the 

happiness of a Marriage, whose tie is formed by the hands of 

the Church, which is confirmed by the sacred Oblation, sealed 

by the Blessing, proclaimed by the Angels, and ratified by the 

Heavenly Father? How wonderful a yoke is that which is taken 

up by two of the Faithful united together in the same hope, in the 

same law, in the same duty! They have the same God for their 

Father, they serve the same Master, they are two in one flesh, they are one heart and soul. They pray to-

gether, they prostrate together, they fast together; they instruct each other, they exhort each other, they 

encourage each other. You see them together in the Church, and at the Holy Table. They share in each 

other’s trials, persecutions, and joys. There are no secrets between them; no such thing as shunning each 

other, or being wearied of each other’s company. They have not to hide from each other in order to visit 

the sick or the needy. Their alms excite no disputes; they approve of each other’s sacrifices; they inter-

fere not with each other’s practices of piety. They have no need to make the sign of the Cross stealthily; 

neither are they afraid to give way, in each other’s presence, to feelings of love and gratitude for their 

God. They sing together the Psalms and Canticles; and if there be any rivalry between them, it is which 

of them shall best sing the praises of God. Oh! these are the Marriages which gladden the eyes and ears 

of Christ. These are the Marriages to which he imparts his blessing of Peace. He has said, that he would 

be where two are united together; therefore, he is in such a house as the one we are describing; and the 

enemy of man is not there.”

What a picture! and how great must be the Sacrament which can bring about such results as this! Here is 

the secret of the world’s regeneration: it was our Lord Jesus Christ himself who created the beautiful ex-

istence of a Christian family and implanted it on our earth. Long ages passed, and this was the only type 

which, in spite of human frailty, was the only one acknowledged either by the consciences of individuals 

or by the public laws of nations. But the pagan element—which may be repressed, but which never dies—

strove to regain what it had lost; and, at length, the time came when it succeeded in falsifying, in the 
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majority of Christian countries, the nation of Marriage. Faith teaches us that this Contract, now become 

a Sacrament, comes under the jurisdiction of the Church, in what regards the bond, which constitutes its 

very essence: but the modern world looks on the Church as a power incompatible with the progress of 

liberty and enlightenment; and therefore the State takes the Church’s place, as often as it is deemed good 

for society!—and Marriage has been debased into a Civil Act. The immediate consequence of this has 

been that the State can legalize Divorce, and therefore paganize Society. The influence exercised over the 

world by the long predominance of the Christian spirit has not been entirely removed by this iniquitous 

secularization of Marriage; still, from the principles laid down by our Modern Governments we have 

this logical and practical result: that a marriage may be indissoluble and sacramental in the eyes of the 

Church, and null in the eyes of the Civil Power; and again, a Marriage held to be legal by the State may 

be counted as invalid by the Church, and therefore not binding on the conscience. The rupture between 

Church and State is, therefore, consummated.

And yet, that which Christ has appointed cannot be effaced by man. What Jesus has instituted is to last 

to the end of time. Therefore, let Christians fear not: let them continue to receive from their mother, the 

Church, the doctrine of the Sacraments; let them continue to look upon Marriage as a divine institution, 

such as we have been describing it to be; and thus, they may save Society and re-Christianize it—or, if 

that cannot be, they will save their own and their children’s souls.

The close of this week, and these reflections upon the divine Sacrament of Matrimony, lead us to think of 

thee, dear Mother of Jesus! The Marriage feast at Cana, which was honored by thy presence and bless-

ing, is one of the great facts of the holy Gospel. Why, O thou the purest of Virgins, who wouldst have 

refused the dignity of being Mother of God had it called for the sacrifice of the Treasure already con-

ferred on thee—why wast thou present at these Nuptials, if not to teach a sublime lesson? This lesson 

is that holy and perfect Continency is a state far superior to that of Marriage. It is a lesson which exer-

cises an immense influence upon the Married Life, inasmuch as it secures to it its Christian dignity and 

happiness. Who, then, could have been more appropriately chosen by God than thou, to bless a union 

which is so holy in itself, and instituted for such a sublime end? Shield it with thy protection now more 

than ever, for the world’s laws have legislated for its ruin, and sensualism has destroyed in thousands 

of Christians the send of right and wrong. There are exceptions: there are some who receive this sacra-

ment with the holiest of dispositions: upon these, O Mary, lavish thy blessing. They are the inheritance 

of thy divine Son; they are the salt of the earth, to keep it from universal corruption; they are the pledge 

of a better future. They are thy Children, sweet Mother! then watch over them, add to their number, that 

so the world may not perish.

To Mary, the Virgin of virgins, and Protectress of Christian Marriage—to Mary, Spouse of the Eternal 

Word before becoming his Mother by the Incarnation—let us, today, offer this beautiful Sequence of the 

Catholic Germany of the Middle Ages; let us devoutly present it to her as the Ring of her chaste Nup-

tials.
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