






MCQ 1

Animals whose genome has been sequenced till now 

1. Elephant

2. Rat 

3. Dog

4. Tiger 

(A) 2 only

(B) 1 & 4

(C) None 

(D) All 



MCQ 2

1. Arsenic can be dissolved in water

2. Its one of the major pollutant in NAQI also

Choose correct

(A) Only 1

(B) Only 2

(C) Both 

(D) None 



Air pollution has been a matter of 
environmental and health 
concerns,particularly in urban areas. 
Central Pollution Control Board along 
with State Pollution Control Boards 
has been operating National Air 
Monitoring Program (NAMP) covering 
240 cities of the country. In addition, 
continuous monitoring systems that 
provide data on near real-time basis 
are also installed in a few cities.



MCQ 3

Which of the following are parameters under the Climate 
Vulnerability Index?

1. Percentage of area under forests

2. Population density

3. Average man-days under MGNREGA

Select the correct answer from the codes given below:

(a) 1 and 2

(b) 2 and 3

(c) 1 and 3

(d) 1, 2 and 3



• Scientists have developed a common 
framework for assessment of climate 
change vulnerability in all the states in 
the Himalayan region. They have 
developed an index based on socio-
economic factors, demographic and 
health status, sensitivity of agricultural 
production, forest-dependent 
livelihoods and access to information, 
services and infrastructure.

• The assessment has been done jointly 
by experts from Indian Institutes of 
Technology (IIT) at Guwahati and Mandi, 
in collaboration with Indian Institute of 
Science, Bangalore with support from 
the Department of Science and 
Technology and the Swiss Development 
Corporation (SDC) which is 
implementing the Indian Himalayas 
Climate Adaptation Program (IHCAP).



Key findings:

• The assessment shows that the vulnerability index is the highest for 
Assam (0.72) and Mizoram (0.71).

• Sikkim is the least vulnerable state with the index being 0.42. 
Districts within a state face different degrees of vulnerability based on 
difference in geographic, climatic, socio-economic and demographic 
conditions.

• Assam is highly vulnerable to climate change because of factors like 
low per capita income, deforestation, large number of marginal 
farmers, least area under irrigation, lack of alternative sources of 
income and high rates of poverty.



Vocabulary
• Redactive

• Regale 

• Sterling effect 

• Swayed 

• Squabble 

• Panopticon 













Private, public and political morality
When people choose a political life, they must follow an ethic distinct from private 

morality

Ethics in three domains

• Take, for example, Asoka who spoke of Dhamma (ethics) in three distinct domains. First, 
interpersonal morality. Each of us has special obligations to our children, spouse, parents, 
teachers and relatives. We have a duty towards those under our special care, including the 
aged, ‘servants’, animals and, occasionally, strangers. Asoka distinguished this private ethic from 
what might be called inter-group morality in public life. Crucial here is harmony between 
different religious-philosophical groups generated by the exercise of sayamam (self-restraint). 
He particularly emphasised the importance of vacaguti — controlling one’s tongue to be critical 
of other groups only if there is good reason to, only on appropriate occasions and always 
moderately; also, to praise one’s own group, only when there is good reason to, only on 
appropriate occasions and always moderately. Neither hate speech nor speech glorifying 
oneself was acceptable as part of public morality — a point very relevant in our times.

• Asoka then distinguished private and public morality from power-related political morality 
specifying what rulers and the ruled owe one another. Subjects owe obedience to their king. But 
the ruler too owed something to his subjects: to ensure janahita, the good of all (including all 
living species), and janasukham, happiness not only in this life but also in the afterlife. To 
achieve this, rulers and their officials must display damdasamata and viyohalasamata
(impartiality in meting out punishment and in politico-legal acts more generally). This sums up 
the core of Asoka’s political morality: a commitment to justice, to impartiality.

• What then is the difference between private/public morality and political morality? While in 
one’s personal life, in our dealings with those with whom we have close daily encounters such 
as our family, friends or ‘servants’, we can’t help but be partial, and while in the larger public 
domain, where we face people with different religio-philosophical sensibilities, we can’t entirely 
escape some degree of partiality to our own world view, the political domain requires the 
impartial or just use of power for the good of all.

Though related, political, 

public and private 
morality are not identical. 
They may come from the 
same source, but are 
distinct. This point has 
been noted in the Western 
tradition since at least 
Machiavelli. But its 
lineage in India is ancient.



Family, civil society and state
• Two thousand years later, the German philosopher Friedrich Hegel made similar points, although in a 

different way and in an entirely different context. He distinguished three spheres of human life: family, 
civil society and the state. The family, Hegel claimed, was the smallest community in which its 
members do not even distinguish themselves from one another. Their identities are fused. A family is 
bound by emotional ties, by mutual love and affection. Members take pride in each other’s 
achievements and feel a strong sense of shame at the other’s wrongdoing. Morality here is guided by 
unarticulated feelings.

• The family is different from another sphere of life that Hegel designated civil society but should more 
appropriately be called ‘market society’. Here, each person acts as an individual with a sharply defined 
sense of her own interests which are distinct from, compete and may even clash with the interests of 
others. No one is tied to the other by bonds of love or affection. Since there is no community but only 
an aggregate of individual interests, there is no commonly held ethic either. Competitive life is 
governed by coercive legal rules to regulate the pursuit of self-interest. At best, each individual devises 
her own personal, subjective moral maxims.

• Finally, Hegel spoke about a third domain where people once again see themselves as members of a 
large political community, as citizens of a state. Citizens in a political community must be bound 
together neither by feelings nor by self-interest but by a commitment to common values discovered 
by public reason — values such as political freedom, solidarity, shared traditions and cultural heritage. 
Morality in this domain requires that we overcome our loyalty to blood relations, not pursue only our 
private interests, and commit instead to using power grounded in shared principles. Love and hate are 
largely imposters in this domain where consensus is forged by the use of public reason. Its democratic 
version requires that, guided by values of openness, equal respect and justice, we deliberate and help 
each other arrive at impartial laws and public policies, acceptable in principle to everyone in the polity.

• Furthermore, those who wield political power must realise that what they do has enduring 
consequences affecting the lives of an incalculably large number of people. This brings with it 
enormous public responsibility which derives in no small part from the fact that they have at least 
temporary legitimacy to use force against ordinary citizens. They have, at their disposal, an apparatus of 
violence simply unavailable to heads of families or members of civil society. Powerful politicians, 
therefore, must show great care and sensitivity to the appropriate use of force and violence.



Private and political morality

• One important implication of the difference between private and political morality is this: 
it is sometimes believed that moral scrupulousness in one’s private life automatically 
guarantees high moral stature in political life. This simply does not follow. Those wielding 
public power may refuse to enrich themselves, their family or friends, and resist from 
obtaining sexual favours. But such ‘cleanliness’ need not entail scrupulous political 
morality. 

• What use is personal incorruptibility if the politician is partial to or discriminates against 
one particular community, abandons public reason, smashes dissent to concentrate 
power in his own hands, makes arbitrary use of force, and lives in the illusion that he is 
greater than all the institutions that surround him? What if he begins to believe that he 
alone possesses the truth or knows the good of the entire community? And precisely 
because of the moral restrictions he has placed on his personal life, feels released from 
any restriction on the use of power in the political arena? In short, a person who is 
profoundly moral in his private life may brazenly violate all norms of political morality 
— undermine justice and public reason. Conversely, it is entirely possible that a person 
who has morally slipped in his private life (cheated on one’s spouse, enriched himself) 
respects the integrity of public institutions, is acutely sensitive to the moral costs of 
violence, shows a deep commitment to justice, and upholds reason-based democratic 
norms.

• Don’t get me wrong. I am not suggesting that politicians are free to abandon private 
morality. But we often find comfort in the illusion that there is one simple, seamless 
morality, reflected equally in private and in public. In fact, most humans are complex 
moral agents. It would be wonderful if our private and political moralities were perfectly 
aligned and we achieved the highest moral standards in both. But in a non-ideal world 
we can only hope that when people choose to lead a life in politics, they will at least 
follow minimum norms of political morality even as they fail to be scrupulously moral in 
their private lives.



Redactive pricing audit and the CAG’s duties
Parliament is constitutionally privileged to know under what conditions a procurement was decided on

• The Supreme Court’s observations in connection with the Rafale fighter aircraft deal by 
citing the Comptroller and Auditor General of India’s (CAG’s) report on redacted pricing, 
and subsequent media reports and the controversy over “stolen files” brought back into the 
spotlight the role of the supreme audit institution of India.

• Many questions arise before the stakeholders: What is redactive pricing? Does the 
constitutional mandate provide redactive pricing to be included in the CAG’s audit reports 
submitted to the President to be placed before Parliament? Do any supreme audit 
institutions (SAIs) such as the National Audit Office, the Government Accountability Office 
or Commonwealth countries follow redactive pricing in audit reports?

• Redaction is the selection or adaption by ‘obscuring or removing sensitive information’ 
from a document prior to publication. The CAG is mandated to audit all receipts and 
expenditures of the three-tier governments in India and report to the legislature 
judiciously, independently, objectively in compliance with applicable laws, rules and 
regulations, without fear and favour. He conducts financial compliance and performance 
audits and submits his reports to the legislature to help people’s representatives in 
enforcing legislative oversight and public accountability of the executive. Legislative 
committees such as the Public Accounts Committee and Committee on Public Undertakings 
examine the CAG’s selected reports.



Not transparent
• In the preface of the audit report, the CAG stated that redactive pricing was unprecedented but 

had to be accepted due to the Ministry’s insistence citing security concerns. Consequently, the 
full commercial details were withheld and the figures on the procurement deal were blackened. It 
was unprecedented that an audit report submitted by the CAG to the President under Article 151 
of the Constitution suppressed relevant information. Whether the Ministry’s insistence citing 
security concerns could have been accepted by the CAG can be examined only by the Supreme 
Court in the light of the constitutional provisions on the CAG’s duties and parliamentary 
privileges and prerogatives.

• Redactive pricing is nowhere used in SAI audit reports. It does not seem to have been used in a 
government audit by any SAI of any country. Redactive pricing in the ‘Performance Audit Report 
of the Comptroller and Auditor General of India on Capital Acquisition in Indian Air Force (Union 
Government – Defence Services, Air Force, Report No. 3 of 2019)’ suppresses more than it 
reveals.

• For example, in the Rafale deal, Parliament, its committees, the media and other stakeholders 
of the CAG’s reports cannot obtain complete, accurate and reliable information due to redactive
pricing. The reduction in the original requirement, to 36 aircraft, a waiver of the earlier decision 
to involve Hindustan Aeronautics Limited, observations of the Indian Negotiating Team, cost 
escalation due to inclusion of bank guarantee and performance guarantee were not compared 
properly to arrive at the audit conclusion.



• Pivotal to procurement

• Pricing is the quintessence of any procurement decision. Along with quality and quantitative 
specifications, comparative merits and demerits are ascertained, and the pricing of comparable 
products are compared in decision-making. Pricing is an integral part of the procurement 
decision-making process of any equipment, product, goods or service. A strategic competitive 
advantage of a product, how best it should be procured, how many at a time are to be purchased 
and at what price and under what conditions, terms, instalments, along with after-service 
conditions, discounts, commissions and other conditions are evaluated to arrive at a purchase 
decision. Therefore, price integrity and comparative competitiveness are at the heart of any 
procurement decision.

• The CAG is mandated to get into the nitty-gritty of procurement terms, procedures, comparative 
advantages and disadvantages without fear and favour to form an objective, independent and 
judicious audit opinion. An audit is expected to analyse the facts and comparative pricing charts 
to highlight the financial propriety and prudence of the procurement decision. The institution is 
constitutionally mandated and empowered to do its duties covering all essential factors about 
the procurement, customised end-to-end pricing assessments, legal requirements, escrow 
accounting, terms and conditions and arbitration clauses in compliance with legal and other 
regulations.

• The executive procurement decision is expected to be completely analysed in the CAG’s audit to 
pinpoint inaccuracies, non-compliance of essential procurement procedures, conditions and 
pricing errors which may have a negative financial impact and cause potential damage to the 
country’s interests.



Complex audit
• Given the dynamics of international competition in competitive products and pricing in 

today’s modern market scenario, pricing, delivery and post-delivery service and other 
conditions are essentially covered in an SAI audit. It is a complex audit, demanding 
exceptional insight, expertise, knowledge and skills. In case the CAG’s office lacks 
expertise to conduct a performance audit, expertise can be sought from the pool of 
resources or credible organisations to be coopted in the audit team.

• Pricing decisions must be subjected to detailed analysis, without resorting to redactive
pricing. Parliament is constitutionally privileged to know what the executive had done 
and how and under what conditions a procurement was decided. The CAG’s audit is 
expected to highlight value for money in purchase decisions.

• A performance audit is done to establish whether the procurement activity was 
executed keeping in mind economy, efficiency, effectiveness, ethics and equity. Only a 
thorough pricing audit can bring out the credibility and integrity of a purchase decision, 
thereby achieving an SAI’s constitutionally mandated responsibilities.



MCQ 1

1. The ASEAN Defense Ministers’ Meeting (ADMM)-Plus Maritime 
Security Field Training Exercise (MS FTX) in the East China Sea 
concluded on 13 May.

2. India is not a participant

Choose correct

(A) Only 1

(B) Only 2

(C) Both 

(D) None 



MCQ 2

1. International Maritime Defense Exposition (IMDEX) 2019 will 
happen in china 

2. India’s INS Kolkata and INS Shakti are scheduled to participate

Choose correct

(A) Only 1

(B) Only 2

(C) Both 

(D) None 



MCQ 3

1. 1989 Basel Convention on the Control Of Hazardous Wastes also 
included plastic since start

2. It is non binding legally

Choose correct

(A) Only 1

(B) Only 2

(C) Both 

(D) None 



MCQ 4

1. The International POPs Elimination Network (IPEN) is a global 
network of intergovernmental agencies

2. dedicated to the common aim of eliminating persistent plastic 
pollutants.

Choose correct

(A) Only 1

(B) Only 2

(C) Both 

(D) None 



MCQ 5

1. National Technology Day was observed on May 11 across India.

2. Technology Development Board of India commemorates it for first 
spacecraft launch from India on 11 may.

Choose correct

(A) Only 1

(B) Only 2

(C) Both 

(D) None 



MCQ 6

Consider the following statements about Vermin species. which one is 
correct-

A. if a species is declared vermin, that particular species can not be 
hunted or culled without restriction

B. Section 62 of the Wildlife Protection Act, 1972 empowers the 
centre  to declare them vermin for selective slaughter.

C. For the period the notification is in force such wild animal shall be 
included in Schedule lV of the law, depriving them of any protection 
under that law.

D. None of the above



Thank you all !
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