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IB ACIO 2 tier II pattern 

 Descriptive Essay – 30 Marks 

 English comprehension & Precis writing – 20 Marks 

Topics in 2017 

 Social Media – A Boon or Bane for Security Agencies? 

 Do you agree that world war 3 will be fought over water unless we change the way we 

manage water resources? 

 There is no honour in honour killing, discuss in context to the Indian society. 
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Topic 1 

 India's internal security challenges 2021 

 Write a short note 
 IB ACIO 2 Descriptive 

 Traditional and Non-traditional  

 Traditional internal security challenges 

1. Groups of armed rebels/terrorists challenge the authority of the state in the Maoist-

infested areas, Northeastern states, and J & K. 

2. Positive - Left Wing Extremism has been steadily improving over the years. Naxal 

violence not yet completely eliminated but Maoists have not had any significant success 

or expanded their areas of influence. 

Traditional internal security challenges (Lt General Kamal 

Davar) 

 In April 2020, the Chinese surprised India with major incursions in the eastern Ladakh 

region at the high-altitude Depsang plains, Galwan river valley, Gogra Post area and 

around the picturesque Pangong Tso. 

 India’s reasonable contention that disengagement between the two sides can take place 

only if the Chinese troops withdraw to pre April 2020 positions seems to have fallen on 

deaf ears. India’s security establishment is wondering if the two nations are on the brink 

of war or a localized armed conflict or a long haul. Thus the foremost security challenge 

for India in 2021 remains the vacation of China’s naked aggression in Eastern ladakh. 

World Peace Index – India’s rank 139  

 The Global Terrorism Index (GTI), issued by the Australia based Institute for 

Economics and Peace (IEP) 

 Comprehensively analysed the impact of terrorism on 163 countries, covering 99.7% of 

the world population 

 India – 8
th

 most affected country by terrorism 
 South Asia remains the region most impacted by terrorism in 2019, despite the 

improvements in Afghanistan, Pakistan and India. 

 This is the second year in a row that South Asia has recorded more deaths from terrorism 

than any other region. 

 

 



 

 

Learnings  

 There were 558 terrorist attacks and 277 deaths from terrorism recorded in India in 

2019. 

 This marks a fall in both deaths and attacks of over 20 per cent since 2018. 

 Compared to other countries amongst the ten most impacted, India faces a wider range of 

terrorist groups, with Islamist, communist, and separatist groups active across the 

country. 

 India has the lowest number of terrorism deaths among the ten countries most 

affected by terrorism, and the lowest lethality rate of attacks. The other nine countries 

had an average of 2.1 deaths per attack in 2019, while India recorded an average of 0.5 

deaths per attack. 



 

 

Learnings  

 Most of the attacks which did not result in fatalities were bombings targeting police and 

military personnel, followed by civilians. These bombings were predominantly carried 

out by Maoist groups. There are a large number of terrorist groups in India, however 

many are seeking political recognition and often their attacks are not aimed at causing 

fatalities. 

 In 2019, Maoists, the Communist Party of India (Maoist) and Jaish-e-Mohammad 

(JeM) were responsible for over two thirds of the total deaths and almost half of the total 

attacks 

 India continues to deal with terrorist activity on a number of different fronts. These 

threats include terrorism related to the ongoing territorial disputes in Kashmir, a Sikh 

separatist movement in the northern state of Punjab, and a secessionist movement in the 

north-eastern state of Assam. 

Learnings 

 Meanwhile, a violent Maoist-inspired left-wing insurgency has re-emerged across central 

India in what has been dubbed the “red corridor” 

 Jammu and Kashmir remained the region most impacted by terrorism in 2019, with 165 

attacks, resulting in 103 deaths, most of which were perpetrated by Islamist groups. 

 The three most active groups were Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM), Hizbul Mujahideen 

and Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT).  
 The second most impacted region was Chhattisgarh, in the centre of the red corridor. 

Chhattisgarh suffered 85 attacks in 2019, resulting in 53 deaths, all from Maoist 

extremists. 



 In the Northeast, the Naga peace Accord that was signed in 2015, is still a work in 

progress. 

 There is dispute over terms of the peace accord between the NSCN (IM) and the 

government’s interlocutor. 

 Jammu and Kashmir remains troubled. However, No mass protests in Kashmir, 

anticipated after August 2019 

 The elections to the District Development Councils (DDC) were peaceful. 

 The People’s Alliance for Gupkar Declaration (PAGD), a grouping of regional parties, 

claims that their victory in the Kashmir region is a rejection by the people of the 

government’s decision of August 2019. 

 The government must address the underlying causes of anger, alienation, and 

radicalisation in Kashmir. 

 Non-traditional internal security challenges 

 Internal conflicts could arise by social exclusion, inequality, and economic distress  

 Social unrest can result from perceived economic and social inequalities and be 

intensified by social media. 

 International Monetary Fund report (World Economic Outlook) released in October 

2019 estimates that 40 million Indians could fall into “extreme poverty” due to the 

Covid19 pandemic. 

 On the other hand, the 2020 IIFL list of the rich in India showed that individuals with 

more than 1,000 crore wealth increased their cumulative wealth by 20%. 

 India now has a politically divided atmosphere, social media fuels further divisiveness. 

 Stark positions are taken on Twitter, religious identity becomes the primary defining 

characteristic of individuals, and political affiliations are equated to nationalism. These 

narratives on social media could only fragment the multi-cultural nature of our society. 

 Grievances among communities in India were traditionally about religion, identity, and 

ethnic rights. 

 The new trigger is economic and social fears. The political class should steer clear of 

exacerbating the traditional grievances without addressing the more pressing problem of 

economic inequality and social harmony. 
 Rajnath Singh’s three-pronged approach towards internal security challenges 

1. Development of areas affected by terrorism along with the provision of justice to the 

aggrieved 

2.   Ability and desire to go more than half way to negotiate settlements with dissatisfied 

groups to enable a political settlement. 

3. Challenge status quo, if the status quo becomes a tool for the exploitation of helpless 

citizens and the provisions of governance 
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