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  Are you ready to lead families on an amazing journey?

When you lead Road to Resurrection, you’ll take children and their families back in time, 
where they’ll be led by costumed guides to follow Jesus’ footsteps through the week leading 
up to his death and resurrection. It’s an incredible multi-sensory experience in which families 
will “travel” together and draw closer to Jesus and each other. And it’s also a powerful 
outreach event that can draw new families to your church.

As the Director for Road to Resurrection, you’ll manage and coordinate the event. This 
Director Handbook contains everything you need in order to plan a successful event, 
including finding and training volunteers, publicizing your event, and following up after 
Easter. Thank you for serving in this important role—you’re making an eternal impact on the 
lives of others!

There are five Destinations on the Road to Resurrection. Families will begin at Destination 1 
and then follow the Travel Guide along the path to each Destination after that. Here’s a quick 
look at what happens in each of these locations.

Road to Resurrection at a Glance

WELCOME
As families arrive, some of your team will warmly greet them, and each person will receive 
a Road to Resurrection Passport and a Travel Bag. Participants will gather in your Welcome 
area until about 15 to 20 people are there, and then that group will meet a Travel Guide and 
start at Destination 1. Each Destination will last between 10 and 12 minutes.

While the first group is in Destination 1, a new group will begin to form in the Welcome area, 
and when the first group moves on to Destination 2, the new group will begin the journey. 
We’ll give you more info on how this works later in this book, but for now here’s a look at 
what families do at each Destination.  
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The Triumphal Entry
Participants enter Jerusalem with excitement and anticipation—Jesus is coming soon! As 
everyone awaits his arrival, a costumed townsperson shares about the different names of 
Jesus. Each person chooses one name that has meaning to him or her and colors that on a 
Praise Palm—and then participants wave these when Jesus arrives!

The Passover Meal
What did Jesus eat for the Passover? At this Destination, families will meet a servant who 
has prepared and served the Passover meal for Jesus and his followers—and they’ll taste a 
few foods from the Passover meal and learn why these are so important. Delicious! 

The Prison
Families will enter a dark jail cell, meet a guard, and hear from Barabbas—a prisoner who 
knows he doesn’t deserve to be set free. But will Jesus—or Barabbas—be released? 

The Cross
Jesus just went through an unjust and wrongful trial, and he was sentenced to death. At this 
Destination, families meet a Roman soldier who wonders if he did the right thing by being 
a part of Jesus’ road to the cross. They’ll quietly reflect and listen as they hear nails being 
hammered into a cross, and they’ll each receive a small cross made from nails.

The Joyful Road 
At this final Destination, people meet an exuberant Cleopas, who was on the road to 
Emmaus when he met Jesus. Through Cleopas they’ll discover Jesus has conquered death 
and is alive today. They’ll use the crosses they received from the soldier to make pendants 
they can wear to let others know that Jesus is alive! 

After families move through all the Destinations, they’ll gather at the Roadside Diner for 
snacks and conversation with other families. We’ve provided you with ideas for fun treats to 
serve later in this book. This is also a great opportunity to take pictures and give each family 
a Foto Frame.

DESTINATION 1

DESTINATION 2

DESTINATION 3

DESTINATION 4

DESTINATION 5

ROADSIDE DINER
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Travel Tip
Yes, we’ve actually tried this 
whole event with families 
just like those that attend 
your church. We even did 
it twice—just to be sure we 
worked out any problem 
parts. Throughout this 
book, you’ll find “Travel 
Tip” boxes that clue you in 
to what worked great—and 
what didn’t!
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Inside Your Road to Resurrection Kit

Before you begin, inspect your kit to make sure it contains all of the following items. If any 
items are missing or damaged, contact Group Publishing (group.com or 800-447-1070) or 
your local church resource supplier for prompt replacement. If you check off everything on 
this list, you’re ready to get started!

 q  ROAD TO RESURRECTION DIRECTOR HANDBOOK—(You’re reading it now!) This is your 
guide to directing Road to Resurrection. It includes everything you need in order to 
plan, staff, and promote your event. In this book, you’ll find timelines, instructions for a 
training session, publicity helps, and more. 

 q  ROAD TO RESURRECTION DECORATING & SETUP HANDBOOK—This handbook shows 
how to decorate for your event. It includes all the supply lists and setup instructions. 
You’ll give this to the person in charge of decorating and gathering supplies.

 q  FIVE DESTINATION HANDBOOKS—These handbooks provide what’s needed to lead 
the five Destinations. Each book tells what the leader of that area will do and provides 
the script for the drama sections of that area. You’ll give these to the leaders of each of 
the Destinations.

 q  SIX TRAVEL GUIDE’S HANDBOOKS—The Travel Guides are the storytellers who lead 
groups from Destination to Destination, filling everyone in on what happens in the life of 
Jesus between the events that occur in each Destination. These books are all the same, 
as each Travel Guide uses the same script. You’ll give one of these handbooks to each 
Travel Guide. 

 q  ROAD TO RESURRECTION MEDIA PACK—This pack contains three discs:

 n  TRAINING & PROMO DVD—This disc contains a wealth of information. You’ll find a 
training session to use with all your volunteers that walks through the event step by 
step; a promotional commercial you can show during church services, post on your 
church website, or add to a social media post to let families know about the event; 
and decorating tips to make your location feel like Bible times.

 n  GRAPHICS & OTHER GOODIES CD-ROM—This disc is packed with promotional 
materials, photocopiable forms, and other items to make your life easier. Everything 
on this disc is printable and reproducible.

 n  MUSIC & SOUND EFFECTS CD—This disc includes a song and a sound effect that 
are used in two of the Destinations. This disc may be reproduced for your own 
church use.
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 q  SAMPLE PACK—There are a variety of items that you’ll need for each person who 
attends your event. We’ve included a sample of each of these in your kit. You’ll find more 
information on how to order these in the catalog included in your kit, at group.com, or at 
your local Christian resource provider.

 n  ROAD TO RESURRECTION PASSPORT—Whenever you go on a journey, you need 
a passport! Each person will need one of these booklets that includes bonus 
information about the Destinations, activities and devotions for families to do at 
home, and a place to add a passport stamp for every Destination along the road.

 n  TRAVEL BAG—Participants will be gathering items along their journey, and having a 
travel bag makes it easier to keep track of things—and keep hands free for the life-
changing experiences! You’ll need one per person.

 n  PRAISE PALM—At Destination 1, families will learn about the names of Jesus and 
will use their own Praise Palm fronds as they choose a name that has special 
meaning to them. These are also used in welcoming Jesus to Jerusalem—and you 
might want extras to make decorating easier! You’ll need one per person (plus more 
for decorating).

 n  RESURRECTION CROSS—Each person receives this custom cross with “JESUS IS 
ALIVE!” embossed on it at Destination 4 as a way to remember Jesus being nailed to 
the cross. Then at Destination 5, everyone will add the cord so the cross can be worn 
as a pendant to show that Jesus is alive.

 n  FOLLOW-UP FOTO FRAME—This custom frame makes it easy to capture memories at 
your event. Take pictures and mail them inside these mailable frames as an easy and 
effective follow-up after your event. You’ll want one per family. 

There are a few additional items you’ll need for the Destinations, for publicity, and for 
follow-up. You’ll find more information on these later in this handbook and in the Decorating 
& Setup Handbook.

Overview of People You'll Need to Recruit
You’ll find more detail on who to invite into leading this event with you as you read through 
this book—and you’ll find more detailed role descriptions for these people on your Graphics & 
Other Goodies disc. But to give you an overview, here are the roles that will need to be filled 
before your event:

 q  DECORATING AND SETUP COORDINATOR—This person manages the decorating and 
costumes for your event and makes sure each Destination has all the supplies that are 
needed. This person will create his or her own team with additional coordinators, as this 
is a huge responsibility! 
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Travel 

Tip
Parents were 
really happy 
we had these 
travel bags. 
No one got 
stuck holding 
all the stuff 
for their 
families, 
and not one 
child lost or 
left behind 
an item. 
Everything 
fit into the 
bag!
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 q  PUBLICITY COORDINATOR—This person spreads the word. He or she will prepare posters, 
postcards, and announcements and will promote your event with the other publicity 
tools we provide.

 q  REGISTRATION COORDINATOR—This person gathers a list of who will be coming and 
makes sure they know what time to arrive. This information will be essential for ordering 
and gathering supplies and will be handy for following up with families after the event.

 q  DESTINATION GUIDES—There are five Destinations, and each one needs a leader. These 
people will play a dramatic role of a Bible-times person and will repeat the same script 
and activity with each new group of families that stops at their Destination. 

 q  DESTINATION HELPERS—You’ll want at least one helper for each Destination. These 
people will assist with handing out supplies, stamping Passports, and so on. This is a 
great role for teens.

 q  TRAVEL GUIDES—You’ll need at least six Travel Guides (seven would be better m). These 
are the storytellers who guide each group of travelers from Destination to Destination, 
filling in what has happened in the life of Jesus between each Destination. Note that all 
of these volunteers do not need to be available at the beginning of your event—you will 
schedule them to begin and end their shifts to correspond with the flow of participants. 

 q  JESUS—This is a non-speaking role. You’ll need a man to walk through Destination 1 as 
everyone is waving palm fronds and welcoming Jesus to Jerusalem.

 q  SNACK COORDINATOR—At the end of the event, you’ll invite families to gather at the 
Roadside Diner for a few snacks and to enjoy conversation with each other. This person 
will use information from this handbook to plan a few simple treats.

 q  PHOTOGRAPHER—Sending families a photo of themselves at the event is a great way to 
follow up. Plus, you might want to post photos on your church website or other social 
media sites to show what a wonderful time was had by all who attended. This person 
doesn’t need super special skills—just a steady hand, a smile, and a reliable camera.

Look at the role descriptions on the Graphics & Other Goodies disc. You’ll print these and give 
them to the people you invite to take these roles. You’ll also be providing them with much 
more detail and with training, but these descriptions will help you as you think about who 
to invite and will help those people better understand what they’ll need to do before and 
during the event.
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