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Music & More and Closing Campfire Set
Supplies

• artificial Christmas trees  

• black curtains or black plastic

• pipe and drape 

• Moon (see instructions) 

• Giant Decorating Poster Pack*

• foam core

• spray adhesive 

• cutting blade

• heavy-duty fishing line

• length of 1-inch diameter PVC pipe

• Hot Knife*

• Campfire (see instructions)

• white Christmas lights

• branches and pinecones (optional)

• Logs (see instructions)

• Tent (see instructions) 

• lanterns

• Tissue Paper Grass Mats*

• brown kraft paper 

• green indoor/outdoor carpet

• rocks

• large plastic bins (optional)

This fun-filled, wilderness-inspired set is so easy to pull together and 
will have your VBS campers excited to get s’more of Jesus! Begin 
by hanging white twinkle Christmas lights on the back wall of your 
set, behind where you’ll hang the black curtains. Once the lights 
are hung, set up a pipe and drape system and hang black curtains 
or black plastic to mimic the night sky. When the twinkle lights are 
turned on, you should see their light through the fabric. Pin the 
moon (see instructions) to the black fabric and hang the Camp Out 
logo toward the top of your set. 

Next, lay green outdoor carpet over the floor of your stage. Then 
arrange the artificial trees in front of the backdrop. We borrowed 
as many artificial trees as we could, and were able to gather about 
18 trees to decorate our set. To add height and dimension to 
your “forest,” place some trees on large sturdy plastic bins turned 
upside down. Cover the plastic bins and bottoms of the trees with 
crumpled brown paper. Set the tent (see 
instructions) on one side of your stage 
and the campfire (see instructions) 
on the other. Mount Forrest the bear 
onto foam core and set him next to the 
campfire. Add Tissue Paper Grass Mats 
around the set, along with branches, 
pinecones, rocks, logs (see instructions), 
and lanterns.

  *available from group.com
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Moon
• 2-foot square of 2-inch-thick insulation foam panel 

• hot knife 

• yellow glow paint (not spray paint)

• iridescent fine glitter 

• t-pins 

Use a hot knife to carve a large circle shape out of the 
foam. Give the moon texture and depth by carving rough 
notches and grooves into the surface using the hot knife. 
Paint the moon with yellow glow paint and add iridescent 
glitter over the top while the paint is still wet. Attach to the 
backdrop using t-pins.

Logs
• cardboard concrete form tubes (These are 4 feet long 

and come in 8, 10, and 12-inch diameters. Find them with 
the concrete supplies at home improvement stores.)

• Great Stuff (sold in a can)

• black spray paint

• brown house paint

• roller, roller handle, and roller pan

• skill saw

• cardboard

• rubber gloves

• scissors

• brown craft paper

• hot glue gun

Begin by deciding how many logs you are going to create 
and if they will be upright “stumps” or horizontal logs that 
will lay on the ground. Use the skill saw to cut the concrete 
form tubes to the height you want for each stump. For 
horizontal logs that lay on the floor, just cut the tube in half. 

After cutting the tubes into the stump height and shapes, 
create bark using the Great Stuff expandable foam. Wear 
gloves and spray the foam onto the tubes in vertical rows. 
Allow the foam to completely dry. Then spray paint the 
entire log black, completely covering the dried foam and in 
between each row. Allow the black paint to dry, then use a 
roller to paint over the log with brown paint. 
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The cracks and bottom layer of the log will remain black, 
leaving a great textured barky look. For the top of the 
stump, cut a circle out of cardboard the same size and 
diameter as the tube. Paint the cardboard black, allow 
to dry, then dry brush brown paint on in a circular swirl 
to mimic the rings inside a tree trunk. (To dry brush, dip 
your brush in paint, then on a paper plate or paint rag 
dab the excess paint so that only a small amount remains 
on the brush.) Once the cardboard has dried, fill the log 
with crumpled brown paper (in case your cardboard top 
is a little too small) and then secure the cardboard to the 
opening of the log with hot glue. 

Campfire 
• Electric Campfire*

• firewood or small sticks 

• large round river rocks

• brown kraft paper or large section of cardboard

• marshmallows 

• sticks

• lighter

Cut a circle that is 2 feet in diameter out of brown 
paper or cardboard, and place the Electric Campfire 
in the center. Arrange firewood or kindling around 
the back side of the Electric Campfire. Place rocks 
around the entire edge of the paper or cardboard 
circle. Now all the campfire needs are s’mores! Place 
marshmallows on the end of small sticks, and for 
an authentic campfire glow, roast the marshmallow 
for just a few seconds using a lighter. Prop up the 
marshmallow sticks over the fire by situating the 
sticks among the rocks. 
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Tent   
• 6 boards, 1x2x46-inches (purchase 3 boards that are 1''x2'' 

by 8 feet and cut down to the correct size—most home 
improvement stores will cut boards for you for a very 
small fee.) 

• 3 dowels, 48'' long and  -inch diameter

• drill with  -inch bit

• skill saw

• rubber bands

• fabric, 5 yards of 45-inch wide fabric

• 20 medium safety pins (optional)

• sewing machine, scissors, thread (optional)

• lantern

Using a skill saw, cut the boards down to 46 inches. Drill 
 -inch holes 1.5 inches away from the end of each of the 

1x2 boards. Build the A-frame of the tent by threading the 
dowels through the holes in the boards—the dowel should 
fit snugly in the board and stick out a couple inches from 
the end of the board. Three boards will create a triangle for 
the front of the tent, three will create a triangle at the back, 
with one dowel connecting the two triangles at the top and 
two dowels connecting the triangles along the ground. You 
can help secure the wood pieces together where they meet 
by wrapping rubber bands around the connecting sections. 

Next cut the fabric into three pieces—one piece that is 3 
yards long and two pieces that are 1 yard each. Add 
the fabric to the frame using safety pins, or sew rod 
pockets for the dowels to slide through at each end of 
the 3-yard piece of fabric. The 3-yard length of fabric 
will drape over the top dowel to cover the two sides of 
the tent. Then pin the remaining two pieces to either 
end of the tent. Cut a slit in one of these for the tent 
opening. You can place a lantern inside the tent to 
create a warm, homey glow!
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Pup Tent Preschool Room 
• Twilight Forest Plastic Backdrop*

• Starry Night Plastic Backdrop*

• clear packing tape

• Magnetic Hooks* or craft sticks

• sleeping bags

• tent

• Electric Campfire* 

• firewood

• rocks

• logs (see instructions) 

• campfire and wilderness sounds (optional)—Look up on 
YouTube or other online source. 

Using clear packing tape, tape the Twilight Forest Plastic 
Backdrop to the bottom of the Starry Night Plastic 
Backdrop. Do this by laying the entire Starry Night 
backdrop face down on the floor. Then lay the Twilight 
Forest backdrop down, overlapping with the Starry 
Night backdrop by about 2 inches. Tape the seams 
together with clear packing tape. (Check to ensure 
that the overlap hangs down in the front and is not going 
to flop down once it is hung.) Use Magnetic Hooks or craft 
sticks to hang from the ceiling.

Set up the Electric Campfire in one corner surrounded by 
firewood and rocks, and place log stumps around it. Then 
set up a tent, lay out sleeping bags, and add any other 
camping elements you wish. 
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Logo and VBS Characters
Logo
For the logo that will go on your main set, you can either 
cut out the logo provided in the Giant Decorating Poster 
Pack or have a print shop print it to the desired size from 
the Camp Out Clip Art & Resources CD. Here’s how to 
prep the logo:

1.  Attach the poster to a sheet of foam core, using spray 
adhesive. To splice foam core sections, hot glue strips 
of foam core (or alternatively could use lath) at the 
seams on the back. 

2.  Spray the front side of the foam core, position the logo, 
and work out any air bubbles, working from the center 
out. Use a utility knife to carefully cut around 
the outlines of the logo.

3.  If you are hanging the logo from a light bar or 
other ceiling fixture, hot glue and duct tape a 
length of 1'' PVC to the back of the logo near 
the top. 

4.  Run heavy-duty fishing line through the PVC, 
adjust the height of the logo above your set, and 
tie the ends of the fishing line securely.

VBS Character Cutouts
1.  Use spray adhesive to attach Forrest the 

bear, the owl, and the moose from the Giant 
Decorating Poster Pack to sheets of foam core. 
Spray the front side of the foam core, position 
the image, and work out any air bubbles, working 
from the center out. Use a utility knife to 
carefully cut around the outlines of the animals. 

2.  To stand the characters upright, cut a wedge-shaped 
piece of foam core, and duct tape it to the back of the 
foam core.


