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A ONE-OF-A-KIND EXPERIENCE  

REFUEL YOUR MINISTRY,  
YOUR LIFE, & YOUR RELATIONSHIP 

WITH JESUS! Inside: Explore what 
makes SYMC unique

SYMC16.com



welcome home
Join our worldwide youth ministry family at the 
Hyatt Regency O’Hare in Chicago for a one-of-a-
kind deeper learning experience—the Simply Youth 
Ministry Conference (SYMC). 

It’s a life-changing environment—fueled by a Jesus-
centered, relationship-rich experience for youth 
workers, crafted by youth workers.

Jesus-Centered  —From general sessions to peer panels, 

every aspect of SYMC revolves around a deepening 

pursuit of Jesus.

Relationships—The conversational environment gives 

you lots of opportunities to build lasting connections.

In-Depth Learning—The unique training-zone structure 

helps you translate youth ministry strategy into everyday 

impact, through interactions and experiences.

Authenticity—SYMC is “for youth workers, by youth 

workers” so there are no red-carpet moments at SYMC.  

It’s safe to be yourself here.

Refreshment—The goal is to connect you more intimately 

with Jesus and help you grow as a leader in a caring, 

“welcome home” atmosphere.

The core values of the Simply Youth Ministry 
Conference fuel every aspect of your experience…

we’re here to support you
Our team has your back...and your seat!

SYMC16.com | Questions? Call Matty at 615.349.7111 SAVE $50  REGISTER by April 15 (TAX DAY) for our best deal ever! 
Peel the sticker off the back for code!



JEFFREY
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THE SKIT GUYS
Exercising their benign 
dictatorship on the SYMC 
main stage

SHANE & SHANE
SYMC worship leaders 
and founders of the 
Worship Initiative

MAKOTO 
FUJIMURA
World-renowned 
artist, writer, speaker, 
and culture-shaper
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what’s happening
on the main stage

DANETTE
MATTY

We intentionally plan each day to give  
you more training and more rest.

What these leaders say could change your life...

DR. CRAIG 
DETWEILER
Professor, author, 
filmmaker, and 
cultural commentator

JASON EARLS
Stand-up  
comedy that 
packs a punch

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 7

9am Registration Opens

9am-2pm Full-Day Pre-Conference Training (additional fee)

2-5pm Afternoon Tracks, Peer Panels, Connect Groups

5-7pm Evening Break

7pm Opening General Session - Doors Open

7:15-9:15pm Preshow, General Session, & Worship 

9:30-10:45pm Late-Nights

SATURDAY & SUNDAY (OCTOBER 8 & 9)

7-8am Early Morning Options

9-11am TRAINING ZONE  
  (Tracks, Half-Tracks, Workshops, & Peer Panels)

11am General Session - Doors Open 

11:15am-12:30pm Preshow, General Session, & Worship 

12:30pm-2:30pm Mid-day Break/Training/Peer Panels

2:30pm-4:30pm TRAINING ZONE 
  (Tracks, Half-Tracks, Workshops, & Peer Panels)

4:30-7pm Evening Break/Options

7pm General Session - Doors Open

7:15-9:15pm Preshow, General Session, & Worship 

9:30-10:45pm Late-Nights

MONDAY, OCTOBER 10TH

9am-2pm Full-Day Post-Conference Retreat (additional fee)

SYMC16.com | Questions? Call Matty at 615.349.7111

MORE THAN 40 WORLD-CLASS SPEAKERS, INCLUDING…

MEGAN
HUTCHINSON

KATIE  
EDWARDS

SAVE $50  REGISTER by April 15 (TAX DAY) for our best deal ever! 
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RICK 
LAWRENCE
SYMC host, editor 
and author

DOUG FIELDS
Co-founder of  
downloadyouth- 
ministry.com and  
author of Purpose- 
Driven Youth Ministry

NIKKI  
TOYAMA-SZETO
Director of the IJM 
Institute for Biblical 
Justice, former 
director of Urbana



Can’t get enough on a certain topic?  
Tracks are the most in-depth way to learn  
at Simply Youth Ministry Conference.

Choose from more than 200 hours of  
Jesus-centered training options! 

Customize your own training experience.

Invest in one of our unique, in-depth 8-hour tracks that allow 

you to immerse in a specific focus. Or put together a more 

diverse experience by mixing and matching our many 4-hour 

half-track or 2-hour workshop options. The structure is flexible 

to meet your needs. 

Each 8-hour track offers focused learning, discussion, and hands-on 
experience through four 2-hour sessions on one specific topic. Attend all 
four sessions for an immersive experience, or add diversity by checking out 
other sessions.

You’ll sit with small groups at round tables as you build amazing relationships 
with the speaker and each other. Be equipped and energized to return to  
your ministry environment with practical strategies you’ve actually 
experienced, not just heard about.

SESSION 1: Saturday, 9-11am 
SESSION 2: Saturday, 2:30-4:30pm 
SESSION 3: Sunday, 9-11am 
SESSION 4: Sunday, 2:30-4:30pm

• Discipleship in a Post-Christian World 
—Brock Morgan

• Leveraging Media & New Technologies for Ministry 
—Brandon Early

• Mastering Creative, Experiential, and Interactive Teaching 
—Michael Novelli

• Jesus-Centered Youth Ministry 
—Rick Lawrence

• Helping Hurting Kids 
—Megan Hutchinson

• The Four Pillars: Best Practices in Youth Ministry 
—Mark Oestreicher

• Sustainable Youth Ministry: Key Strategies for the Long Haul 
—Mark DeVries and Jeff Dunn-Rankin

• Uncovering, Developing, and Using Your Leadership Gifts  
in Ministry—Jeffrey Wallace

tracks

Walk back into that youth room with 
holy swagger! Experience training 
designed to help you thrive in ministry.

SYMC16.com | Questions? Call Matty at 615.349.7111

SYMC was the perfect blend of learning 

opportunities, connection, and rest.  

I am going home ready and equipped to 

minister to my students.              JENNIFER S.

SAVE $50  REGISTER by April 15 (TAX DAY) for our best deal ever! 
Peel the sticker off the back for code!



FPO

You get a total of four hours of training with both depth and breadth. 
Sessions are either Saturday morning and afternoon OR Sunday morning  
and afternoon.

Get to know other youth workers and your half-track leader on a more 
personal level. Leave with practical, meaty takeaways and the hands-on 
experience to infuse your ministry environment with them.

Choose from a selection of fascinating, relevant topics:

• Getting Your Ministry Swagger Back—Greg Stier

• The Four Pillars of Effective Ministry 
—Thom and Joani Schultz

• Mastering Your Cultural IQ for Ministry—Craig Detweiler

• Creative Hacks for Engaging Students—Jeff White

• Ascent from the Maelstrom: Growing in Self-Differentiated Leadership 
—Tom Melton

• Grow Down: Leading Students Into Depth—Ken Castor

• Helping Students Live a 24/7 Relationship With Jesus 
—Tim Levert

• Small Groups From A to Z—Katie Edwards

• The 6 Brutal Realities of Youth Ministry, and What to  
Do About Them—Darren Sutton

• Pulling Weeds, Watering Wheat: Creating a Theological Foundation  
for Your Ministry—Chuck Bomar

• A Survival Guide for Small-Church Ministry 
—Steph Caro and Melissa Rau

• An Insider’s Guide to Counseling Teenagers in Trouble 
—Steve Merritt

• Junior High Ministry—Kurt Johnston & Scott Rubin

• Reaching Every Teenager Through Radical Hospitality 
—Theresa Mazza

• Real-World Family Ministry—Phil Bell

SYMC offers a broad range of 2-hour workshops on many crucial and 
practical topics. Plus, workshops are scheduled throughout the conference 
so you can attend whichever ones work best for you.

• Training Volunteers Without Meetings— Mark DeVries & Jeff Dunn-Rankin

• How to Make Sure Your Helping Actually Helps—Jeff Thompson and  
Brent Bromstrump

• Youth Ministry Environments That Transform—Troy Richards

• Learning Ministry Brilliance From Disney World—Troy Richards

• Partnering With Parents—Leneita Fix

• Relational Ministry in a Disconnected World—Leneita Fix

• Mastering Creative Expression & Drama—The Skit Guys

• The Justice Experience—Brian Cress

• Positive Discipline for Rude, Apathetic, and Obnoxious Kids—Les Christie

• Incredibly Hot Games & Community-Builders—Les Christie

• Secrets to Recruiting & Training Dynamic Volunteers—Danette Matty 

• For Volunteers Only: 10 Ways to Make a Profound Difference in Your 
Ministry—Danette Matty

• 10 Strategies for Living as a Glass-House Family—Katie Sutton

• Empowering Students for Leadership—Len Kageler

• The 10 Great Mistakes in Youth Ministry, and How to Avoid Them 
—Len Kageler

• Communicating Powerfully and Interactively—Tony Myles

• Turning Hot Topics Into Deep Discipleship—Tony Myles

• Ministry to LGBT Teenagers—Chris Schaffner

• Pastoring Your Own Teenagers—Kevin Mahaffy

• Ridiculous Recruiting: Inviting, Equipping, and Retaining Leaders  
the Jesus-Centered Way—John Mulholland

• Thriving as a Youth Ministry Spouse—Tasha Levert

• Mastering Church Politics & Church Conflicts—Melissa Rau

• Fund-Raising for Big Events—Brent Bromstrup & Isaac Bartholomew

Too many great options to limit yourself to one 
topic? No worries, choose a workshop! 

Mix it up! Blend variety and deeper learning with 
a 4-hour half-track.

half-tracks

This conference is fun, humble, and real. The training 

covers many useful topics that fit a variety of learning 

styles.           BRIAN S.

workshops
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Ask a ministry veteran! That’s why we created Peer Panels, stacked with 
youth ministry mentors ready to hear your questions and insights, and to 
offer in-the-moment feedback and help.

• Ministry to Post-Christian 
Students

• Assessing and Fueling Spiritual 
Growth

• Helping Physically, Emotionally, 
and Sexually Abused Kids

• Living a Healthy Ministry 
Lifestyle 

• Veteran Hacks for a Long-term 
Youth Ministry

• Re-Thinking Evangelism

• Making Technology Work for 
Your Ministry

• Creative Ways to Live on a 
Ministry Salary

• Burnout Recovery and 
Prevention in Ministry

• Handling Tough Topics With 
Teenagers & Parents

• How to Raise the Standard for 
Love, Sex, and Dating

• Reaching Fringe Kids 

• Creative and Effective Discipline

• Building Strong Staff 
Relationships

• Innovative Ways to Teach

• A Family Survival Guide for 
Ministry

• A Battle Plan for Difficult Parents 

• Learning From Ministry Mistakes

• The Path to Growth as a Leader

• Fueling Growth in Student 
Leaders

• Thriving as Women in Youth 
Ministry

• Ministry to LGBT Students

SAVE $50 when you register by April 15th! See back for code!
SAVE $50 when you register by April 15th! See back for code!

Our pre-conference bootcamps are a great on-ramp into the SYMC 
experience, taking you in-depth into one topic for five hours. Lunch is 
included, so you’ll get to eat with your session speaker and other youth 
workers as you continue the discussion and build relationships.

Our half-day pre-conference bootcamps are offered on Friday, October 7, 
from 9am to 2pm at the Hyatt (just a $59 add-on). Space is limited,  
so sign up when you register for SYMC!

• Next-Level Speaking Bootcamp—Thom and Joani Schultz

• Married-in-Ministry Bootcamp—Tim and Tasha Levert

• Mastering New Technologies Bootcamp—Brandon Early

• Counseling Teenagers Bootcamp—Steve Merritt

• Self-Differentiated Leadership Bootcamp—Tom Melton

SAVE $50 when you register by April 15th! See back for code!

Like “phoning a friend” without waiting to 
get on a game show! Bring your questions to 
experienced youth workers who’ve “been there.” 

Power up your conference experience with  
a bonus day of training.

peer panels pre-conference options

Add an exclamation point to a great SYMC experience 
by spending a half-day with Floyd McClung, founder 
of the missional community All Nations, author of 
The Father Heart of God, and the iconic former leader 
of Youth With a Mission (YWAM). Floyd ministered in 
some of the darkest places on earth for more than 20 
years—in Kabul, Afghanistan and in the red-light district 

of Amsterdam, Holland. He and his wife, Sally, now live in South Africa, so 
don’t miss this rare opportunity to feed your soul. Lunch is included, so you’ll 
share a meal with Floyd and a small community of fellow youth workers.

The half-day post-conference option is offered on Monday, October 10, 
from 9am to 2pm at the Hyatt (just a $59 add-on). Space is limited, so 
sign up when you register for SYMC!

post-conference retreat

Don’t rush home! Continue feeding your soul
with a reviving spiritual retreat day.

SYMC16.com | Questions? Call Matty at 615.349.7111 SAVE $50  REGISTER by April 15 (TAX DAY) for our best deal ever! 
Peel the sticker off the back for code!



When you’re away at a conference or retreat, your spouse always shoulders 
the load at home. And we know it’s hard to go through a life-changing 
experience without the person who’s closest to you. So why not experience 
SYMC together instead? 

We’ve intentionally planned a variety of spouse-friendly options to give you 
both an unforgettable experience. And you can enjoy all of it in the luxurious 
environment of the Chicago O’Hare Hyatt!

PRE-CONFERENCE OPTION FOR COUPLES  
(Register yourself and bring your spouse for FREE!) 
Friday, October 7: 9am to 2pm, $59 add-on

• Married-in-Ministry Bootcamp—Tim and Tasha Levert

SPOUSE-FRIENDLY HALF-TRACKS & WORKSHOPS

HALF-TRACKS

Ascent from the Maelstrom: Growing in Self-Differentiated 
Leadership—Tom Melton

• Grow Down: Leading Students Into Depth—Ken Castor

• Real-World Family Ministry—Phil Bell 

WORKSHOPS

• 10 Strategies for Living as a Glass-House Family—Katie Sutton

• Thriving as a Youth Ministry Spouse—Tasha Levert

• Positive Discipline for Rude, Apathetic, and Obnoxious Kids 
—Les Christie

• Ministry to LGBT Teenagers—Chris Schaffner

• Pastoring Your Own Teenagers—Kevin Mahaffy

POST-CONFERENCE RETREAT  
(Register yourself and bring your spouse for FREE!) 
Monday, October 10: 9am to 2pm, $59 add-on

• An Unforgettable Spiritual Retreat Day—Floyd McClung

a getaway for couples

build it your way
Create the perfect training schedule specific to you. 
 Pizza preference tells you a lot about someone. Meet four different   
 youth workers whose pizza choices reflect their unique training goals.  
 NOTE: These are just examples. Combine any training options you’d like! 

MEET SAM. Sam likes his 
learning experiences like he 
likes his pizza...deep-dish!  
He immerses in the one 
training focus that matters 
most to him.

INTENSIVE AND IN-DEPTH

MEET SARA. She says thin 
crust is the way to go...lighter 
slices so she can eat more! In 
this season of her ministry, 
the more variety of training 
she can get, the better. 

A RANGE OF TOPICS

MEET CARLOS. He’s a hand-
tossed crust kind of guy. 
Give him a more custom 
experience that provides 
some in-depth training and 
the opportunity to explore 
other topics, too.

FOCUS PLUS VARIETY

MEET JEN. Her preference: 
New York-style crust. She 
wants to drill deeper than 
a one-off workshop would 
allow but also needs a little 
more breadth.

DEPTH WITH DIVERSITY

Don’t room with a stranger. Invite your “bae”  
to enjoy the conference with you!

SYMC16.com | Questions? Call Matty at 615.349.7111

In 2014, this sweet couple 

got engaged ON THE MAIN 

STAGE...in front of 2,500 of 

their closest friends!
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authentic community

connect groups
You’re not alone at SYMC. Connect Groups let you meet with other youth 
workers who match your experience and ministry interests in a casual 
environment, between regular sessions. They’re led by seasoned leaders 
handpicked to come alongside you, building community for support and 
encouragement.

no matter your need, you’ll find 
support and encouragement here...

soul care in the shelter
Jesus wants his personal care and support to be clear: “Just as the Father has 
loved me, I have also loved you; abide in my love” (John 15:9). In addition to 
the many ways you’ll feel loved and supported at SYMC, there’s a safe place 
for authentic conversation with people trained to enter into your story with 
perspective and care. Come to The Shelter for personalized support and soul 
care.

Maybe you’d like to talk one-on-one with a professional counselor, but 
pursuing that at home isn’t possible for you—either financially or emotionally. 
That’s why professional counselors and sincere prayer partners staff The 
Shelter.

free counseling
Licensed counselors are available to meet with you to confidentially discuss 
ministry, marriage, or other personal issues.

prayer support
Just need someone to pray with you? Caring, committed prayer partners are 
standing by—just for you!

Have a seat...

In the early days of the Simply Youth Ministry Conference, we wanted 
youth workers to know that the environment would be different. 
Our passion was to give the “Navy SEALs of the Church” (that’s you!) 
an important role in the conversation, not leave you as passive 
bystanders to it. 

The equation was simple: Couch = Conversation 

The red couch resonated with youth workers who deeply appreciated 
the welcoming, authentic, and relaxed environment they’d been 
longing for. Now our red couch has morphed into a beloved logo for 
the conference. It represents a uniquely interactive and experiential 
environment that’s full of laughter and buzzing with conversation. 
You’ll find friends you can talk to here, and our “raving fans” will tell 
you that you’ll also find hope, encouragement, and vision.

Join us—there’s plenty of room on the couch!

why the couch?Get to know caring people  
who are passionate about the  
same things you are! 

This conference is a transforming experience 

every time I have been here. I experience God’s 

presence every year. This is encouraging and 

empowering to go back into the trenches of 

youth ministry.           ERIC B.

Questions? CALL MATTY—our SYMC expert! 

He’ll answer any questions you have about the conference, 

especially what shoes to wear!
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EARLY-BIRD 
Before May 31

(rates per person)

Alumni Groups of 5+ $325

Alumni $345

Groups of 5+ $339

Individual $359

Spouse of Attendee $289

College/Sem Student $299

International $299

ADVANCED
Before August 31

(rates per person)

Alumni Groups of 5+ $345

Alumni $345

Groups of 5+ $359

Individual $379

Spouse of Attendee $289

College/Sem Student $299

International $299

Group Publishing, Inc.
1515 Cascade Avenue
Loveland, CO 80538

MAKOTO FUJIMURA
world-renowned artist

CRAIG DETWEILER
prof, author, filmmaker
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JASON EARLS
stand-up comedian

THE SKIT GUYS
like you’ve never seen before

TRANSFORM YOUR LIFE AND YOUR MINISTRY!
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DOUG FIELDS
youth ministry legend

ADD AN EXTRA HALF-DAY  
of training or a retreat with 
pre- and post-conference 
options! $59 EACH for 
registered attendees  
(includes lunch), PLUS bring 
your spouse for FREE to both!

BOOK YOUR HOTEL ROOM 
at the Hyatt Regency O’Hare! 
We’ve reserved special rates! 
$139/night (up to 4/room)

REGISTER TODAY  
at SYMC16.com or call  
Matty at 615-349-7111

NIKKI TOYAMA-SZETO
anti-slavery warrior


