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C hristmas is the craft seller’s dream season, and 
we’re here to help you make the most of those 
festive fairs and online shoppers. It’s not known 

as a particularly healthy time of year, but you can 
definitely turn a healthy profit with your makes! 
 Create a winter wonderland on your craft stall with 
our needle-felted snowmen (p16) and snowflake Fair 
Isle jumper (p74). The crocheted Christmas characters 
(p84) and advent calendar (p28) will also be great sellers 

as we take a step closer to December. Plus, check out our collection of 
festive treats starting on page 43 – not only do we have classic gingerbread 
men and frangipane mince pies, but also a truly stunning iced panettone 
that you can sell as a Christmas centrepiece. 

For your chance to win a Janome sewing machine, flick to page 77 and 
take part in our reader survey, and don’t forget our other great giveaways, 
too (p68). If you were ever in doubt about how important the Christmas 
market is, turn to page 22 where we meet a craft seller for whom it’s 
Christmas all year long! And finally, we hope you enjoy making this issue’s 
FREE gift– a sweet Rudolph* felt decoration kit. He’s sure to pull in the 
punters at your next Christmas event.  
 Happy Christmas crafting! 

Welcome

COVER

Who could resist 
these adorable, 
seasonal snowmen? 

16

Cross stitch a beautiful 
floral motif to create  
this pretty clasp purse

32

Sell this stylish 
kitchen set to keen 
Christmas bakers!

94

ZEENA MOOLLA – EDITOR

Make a heavenly 
return on this set 
for little girls

62
Customers will 
love this colourful  
Advent bunting!

28

 

*Or ‘Ruldoph’ as we accidentally called 

him! How many of you spotted that?
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Contributors
Meet three Craftseller designers who have  

created projects just for you…

Sarah Heys
Add a touch of old-world glamour, with 

Sarah’s embroidered purse on page 32 

Sarah loves all types of craft, but cross 

stitching is one of her passions. The 

detail on her purse project showcases 

this fantastic technique beautifully 

– make sure you pay attention to the 

subtle colours while you stitch. Sarah is 

charting editor on several UK craft titles. 

Follow her at sarahheys.blogspot.co.uk

Tracey Todhunter
Tracey’s knitted us a classic this month – 

try her kids’ Fair Isle jumper on page 74

Tracey’s favourite subjects are knitting 

and crochet. Don’t miss her cheerful 

Christmas jumper in classic red and 

white Fair Isle this issue – an oldie but a 

goodie, this cosy knit taps into the retro 

trend that we’re seeing everywhere this 

Christmas. See more of Tracey’s designs 

on her website, bakingandmaking.com

Annie Bellamy
Papercraft expert, Annie, has created a 

set of crackers in 30 minutes on page 27

Annie is a talented designer with a 

passion for crafting, reading (and 

writing) blogs, taking photographs  

and scouring local charity shops for 

treasure! She regularly contributes her 

pretty papercraft projects to UK craft 

magazines, as well as working in the  

art department of a local school.  
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Subscriptions and customer enquiries 

To place a subscription or order any of our wonderful  

sewing, knitting or craft magazines, please call the  

subscriptions hotline on 0844 844 0388. It’s open  

weekdays 8am-8pm and Saturday 9am-1pm.

Join us on Facebook or follow us on Twitter 

Become a fan of Craftseller on Facebook or follow  

@craftsellermag on Twitter and you can take part in 

competitions, share news, tips and more.

Copyright guidelines for projects 

We have requested specific permission from authors, book 

publishers and designers so that you can recreate and sell 

the projects from this issue. Please credit the designer where 

appropriate and when it has been requested. Craftseller is for 

crafting enthusiasts who want to make beautiful, handmade 

items to sell. You can individually make as many as you 

wish to sell either for yourself, your local event, summer 

fete or to raise money for charity. You cannot go into mass 

production, which means you cannot manufacture in large 

quantities, especially by machine. Please respect one 

another’s copyright.

Immediate Media Company Limited is working to ensure 

that all of its paper is sourced from well-managed forests.

Immediate Media Company Limited is dedicated to producing the very best consumer 
specialist interest magazines, edited and designed to inform our readers, enhance their lives 
and give them the best value for money possible. Please visit www.immediatemedia.co.uk 
for details of our other publications. We take great care to ensure all elements of Craftseller 
are accurate. However, we accept no liability for any misprints or mistakes that appear 
in this magazine. All prices quoted are correct at the time of going to print. ©Immediate 
Media Company Limited.

Craftseller is published by:

This magazine can be recycled, for 

use in newspapers and packaging. 

Please remove any gifts, samples 

or wrapping and dispose of it at 

your local collection point.

Immediate Media Company Limited, 9th Floor, Tower House, 
Fairfax Street, Bristol BS1 3BN. Tel: 0117 927 9009 
Fax: 0117 934 9008

A SPECIAL MENTION TO



AUTUMN SHOWS

Inspirational features, displays, workshops
and demonstrations for all creative crafters

THURS 24 - SUN 27 OCTOBER

CRAFTS FOR CHRISTMAS
HOBBYCRAFTS 

SECC, GLASGOW  
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

THURS 7 - SUN 10 NOVEMBER

CRAFTS FOR CHRISTMAS
HOBBYCRAFTS

ART MATERIALS LIVE
NEC, BIRMINGHAM   

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

FRI 8 - SUN 10 NOVEMBER

CAKE INTERNATIONAL
THE SUGARCRAFT, CAKE 

DECORATING & BAKING SHOW    
NEC, BIRMINGHAM

SAVE UP TO £2 OFF
EACH ADULT & SENIOR TICKET 

IF ORDERED AT LEAST ONE WEEK BEFORE THE SHOW.

Buy tickets on-line www.ichf.co.uk
or phone Ticket Hotline 01425 277988
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Welcome to your one-stop shop for all the latest  

craft trends, dates and celebs…

1 
Despite the success of the business, Emma’s pottery 

is still hand-decorated in Stoke-on-Trent, the home of 

British pottery since the 17th century. Emma is committed to 

supporting local industry and ensuring her products remain 

British through and through. She was even awarded a CBE for 

this work and commitment by the Queen in June this year!

2 
The business is a real family affair, with husband 

Matthew designing artwork for ranges like Black Toast, 

Birds and Dogs. Their family values are the inspiration behind 

their products, with their pieces aimed at creating and 

encouraging that ‘round the table’ culture.

3 Emma just launched a new range of pretty pottery in 

collaboration with luxury store, Liberty. She’ll soon release 

a collection of bath, body and home fragrance products, too.

3 things we  
love about...

Emma Bridgewater 

We love this new 

book by Stephanie 

Dosen - perfect for 

cosy nights in!

To see Emma’s classic 

collections and find out more 

about her gorgeous new 

designs, and for the chance 

to win some fab prizes, visit 

emmabridgewater.co.uk. 

Crafting gets colourful

B
ring brightness to your winter 

crafting with these funky 

new tools. Sewing machine 

from John Lewis, £99; Frank&Olive 

crochet hooks from Folksy, £25.

Making news

SUPER
SITES 
Our pick of  

the best from the 

world of online  

this month…

sewaholic.net

Join in with sew-alongs 

and get inspiration 

and tips from this cool 

Canadian blog.

icanmakeshoes.com

Fancy learning a new 

skill? Then this site 

should be on your 

lunchtime hit list.

craftyfoxmarket.

blogspot.co.uk

Inspirational talk and 

regular events from 

creative industry folk. 
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ON OUR WISH LIST
Pretty up your craft area with Kirstie’s 

gorgeous new range of floral stash  

and accessories at M&S. 
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CHARITY KNIT
VAL PIERCE LEARNT to knit at just 

five years old, and has gone on to 

create numerous books, as well as 

designing patterns for a new charity project supported 

by Twiggy. Her Big Knit for Vet Kit patterns can all 

be downloaded for free from spana.org/knit to raise 

money for the Society for the Protection of Animals 

Abroad. We love Duncan the donkey! 

WINTER FLORALS
IF YOU THOUGHT flowery 

prints were just for summer, 

think again! This season, 

add sumptuous shades of 

plum, navy and forest green 

to your designs in classic 

autumn style, but also 

choose to layer with big 

blooms and rich rose prints 

for a luxurious feel. 

TOP TREND ✓ TOP TREND ✓ TOP TREND ✓ TOP TREND ✓ TOP TREND ✓ TOP TREND

Knit Hattie, 

Clarence or Duncan 

to raise funds

CRAFTY 
EVENTS 
Our pick of the 

best crafty events 

around this 

month...

The Great Northern 

Contemporary Craft 

Fair  

Spinningfields, 

Manchester 

10-13 October 2013 

BBC Good Food Show 

Scotland, London and 

Birmingham 

Various dates  

From 18 October 2013 

Machine Quilting 

Course  

Beeing Crafty,  

Ellington, Hunts 

19 October 2013 

Autumn Creative 

Crafts in the Cotswolds 

Craft Day 

Creating Crafts 

4 U, Toddington, 

Gloucestershire 

19 October 2013 

Crafts For Christmas 

Kent County 

Showground 

1-3 November 2013 

Chocolate Making 

Masterclass 

I Made It myself, 

Chiswick,  

London 

3 November 2013 

Spirit of Christmas Fair 

London Olympia 

5-10 November 2013 

Craftfest 

Online event at 

craftfest-events.com 

16-23 November 2013

Talent
SPOT

Ready, steady, bake

I
f, like us, you’re feeling inspired by The 

Great British Bake Off, you’ll be pleased 

to hear that Lakeland has opened new 

stores in Milton Keynes, Edinburgh, Sterling 

and Wimbledon, with two more set to open 

in Bristol and Lakeside. We love their Topsy 

Turvy Cake Pans, from £13.99, lakeland.co.uk
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LETTERS

CRAFTY 
BLOG 
minieco.co.uk

This blog is so full of 

colour! I love Kate 

Lilley’s use of geometric 

shapes – she seems to 

be as addicted as I am 

to their simple charm, 

so I can’t get enough 

of her cool projects. I 

discovered Kate through 

her book, Eco-friendly 

Crafting With Kids – 

everyone should read it!

LAURA MACKENZIE

Send us your latest crafting and selling stories – each issue,  

the star letter wins a StickyTiger prize! 

Just like Debz
I RECENTLY HAD MY tonsils removed, and your magazine 

was fantastic for taking my mind off my sore throat (I 

especially like the inspirational stories). My friend Debz is 

going to be looking after me while I recover, so I wanted 

to make her a thank you gift. The geisha girls from issue 27 

were perfect! I’ve altered the beautiful pattern to look like 

Debz. What do you think? Thank you for your inspiration, 

and roll on recovery when I can start crafting – excited!

CLAIRE LAMB, SELBY, NORTH YORKSHIRE

Ed: What a cute make, Claire! We’d be really excited to 

receive such a lovely gift, and we’re sure Debz will love it.

Invaluable advice 
I RECEIVED A SEWING machine for Christmas and 

caught the sewing bug! By May, I’d decided to set 

up my own business, jenmadethis.co.uk, designing 

and making bespoke bags, aprons, cross stitch and 

homeware. Craftseller gave me so many ideas and 

so much confidence. Thank you for the invaluable 

advice while I was starting out. 

Here’s the Drink Tea Here sign I 

stitched, with appliqué!

JEN THOMAS,  

JEN MADE THIS

Ed: Your stitch looks great 

with the appliqué, and 

this bag is fab, too.

We couldn’t resist a cuppa when we saw Jen’s sign

Add your own touches 
to Craftseller designs 

and send us a photo

It looks like traditional rag 
rugs are making a comeback!

Dear Craftseller

Something old…
I’M REALLY ENJOYING ALL the advice on how to 

use up the leftover bits and pieces after you have 

finished a project. Your suggestion in issue 26 for 

giving a new lease of life to an old footstool has given 

me an idea. I have an old chair from my childhood 

that would benefit from a similar makeover, and I 

can’t wait to get started! At the moment I’m making 

a rug using old jersey t-shirts from charity shops, 

or donated by friends. Here’s one I have finished 

recently. Thank you for all the new ideas.

JO HARDY, NOTTINGHAM

Ed: What a great rug. We love the bright colours and 

it looks so cosy, too. Make sure you send us a photo 

of your finished chair – we’d love to see it.
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CRAFTY 
TALK
Here are some 

of our favourite 

posts and tweets 

this month…

Search for Craftseller 
on facebook.com

@craftsellermag yourletters@ 
craft-seller.com

Dear Craftseller, 9th Floor, 
Tower House, Fairfax 
Street, Bristol BS1 3BN

Getting some craft 

inspiration this morning 

with @CraftsellerMag 
@PAULAMCQUISTON

Stuck indoors on our 

hols with torrential rain 

outside. Thank goodness 

for @CraftsellerMag :) 
@ZIMMER_TWEET

@CraftsellerMag Thanks 

for the cute geisha 

crochet pattern I love it!  
@ZDARBEY

@CraftsellerMag Just 

opened your mag to see 

the lovebirds project.  

I love it thank you 
@CHRISCRAFTCO

Time for a fresh cup of 

Earl Grey and a read of 

the new @CraftsellerMag 
@THEPENGUINTREE

TAKE THE 
PLUNGE
THANK YOU FOR YOUR inspirational 

magazine. I am a stay-at-home mum, and 

reading Craftseller has given me the courage 

to sell my Keepsake and Memory boxes. I get to 

do something I love while spending time with 

my little boy. I recently took the plunge and 

set up especiallyunique.webs.com. 

SAM WEST, NORFOLK

Ed: Good luck from the Craftseller team, Sam! 

Mother hen
I LOVE ALL THE owls and birds that you have 

featured in recent issues of Craftseller! As the 

old hen from oldhensnest.co.uk, I hand-stitch 

lots of feathered friends, like this messenger bird 

(protesting against the latest round of postal charge 

increases!), complete with a little message in her 

bag. It all started with a hen back in 2012, and I have 

made and sold all kinds of farmyard animals since 

then. Your magazine is a great help, an inspiration, 

and a joy to read every month. Thank you!

MARIT MEREDITH (AKA THE OLD HEN)

Ed: Your birds are so much fun, Marit – we love 

them. Thanks for sending this cutie for us to see.

Star letter prize!
This month our star letter writer 

wins £45 worth of vouchers  

for stickytigersupplies.co.uk

Personalised gift
WHEN MY FRIEND’S SON got married, they didn’t 

want presents but just asked everyone to help them 

celebrate. But I decided to make a very personal 

wedding present to remind them of their wedding. 

The new husband and wife said the frame was one of 

their favourite wedding presents – I was so pleased!

JOANNE BAKER, HERTFORDSHIRE

Ed: This is a really lovely gift, and it just proves  

how special a personalised present can be.

Sam started selling 
her boxes thanks to 
reading Craftseller

Marit’s cute little 
bird is carrying an 
important message

Star 
LETTER



PIN IT

With the Christmas crafting season looming 

large, we take a look at one festive trend that 

seems to be everywhere right now

Nordic

1

2

3

5

4

6

10

7

8

9
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1 Simple Folklore, £13, fabricrehab.co.uk 
2 Christmas Nordic Snowflake Fabric, 
£4.45, sewlala.co.uk 3 Red Reindeer Table 
Decoration, £7.50, hunkydoryhome.co.uk 

4 Christmas Honeycomb Decorations, 
hunkydoryhome.co.uk 5 Alice & Eliza Mini 
Hand Warmer, £5, marksandspencer.com 

6 Stag Design Wrapped Glass Candle, £4.99, 
mygifttree.com 7 LSA Ania Berry Tumbler, 
Set of four, £15.50, redcandy.co.uk 8 Scandi 
Kitchen, houseoffraser.co.uk 9 Staghead 
Cushion, £12, marksandspencer.com  

10 Merry Christmas Reindeer Paper Tape, 
£1.99, mygifttree.com 11 Nordic Snowflake 
Fabric Reel, £3, hobbycraft.co.uk 12 Skandi 
Dining, dunelm-mill.com 13 Wooden Nordic 
Christmas Pegs, £2, tch.net 14 M&S Collection 
Fair Isle Longline Jumper with Wool, 
£35, marksandspencer.com 15 Room Set, 
johnlewis.com 16 Nordic Christmas Earring 
Studs, £10.14, MistyAurora on etsy.com

13

12

15

16

11

14



Tradition

 For further details please call 020 7336 7986, email info@singerco.co.uk or visit www.singerco.co.uk

Also available models: 2259 with 19 stitches & 2273 with 23 stitches and 1-step buttonhole

AROUND

£119
10   Built-In 

Stitches

2250

 AROUND

£149
23   Built-In 

Stitches

2263

Presenting the SINGER® | Tradition 
sewing machines. With variable stitch 
length and width, easy stitch selection 
and an automatic buttonhole – sewing 
has never been so simple. See how 
easy it is to start your own traditions.

Just the

 Right stitches
to get you 

 Sewing



Iron-on Seed Bead Xmas Bells ��&"+)�YUW\ �^cgmfcgY"Wca���Special Foil &)�G\YYhg�cZ�;c`X��cf�FYX� ��&"*- �dUbXifc\cVVm"Wc"i_��� 
Jingle Bells Gold Assorted Sizes, £3 for pack of 43, hobbycraft.co.uk

Gold Merino Wool Tops�Zcf�:Y`h]b[�UbX�Gd]bb]b[ ��'"-) �[]``]Ub[`UXfU["Wc"i_���AYffm�7\f]ghaUg�%*aa�Grosgrain Ribbon, 95p per metre, 
gYk`U`U"Wc"i_���;c`XYb�Victorian Santa Specialty Paper�Zfca�;YfaUbm �'&ß�Bcfh\ ��%"-$ �j]bhU[Y!cfbUaYbhg"Wca

Gold Trims JUf]Yhm�6cl ��+"-- �\caYWfUZhg"Wc"i_���Snow Flakes & Baubles�]b�FiVm�7chhcb�:Uh�EiUfhYf ��&"-- �amZUVf]W\cigY"Wc"i_��� 
Glitter Glue ��%"&- �\cVVmWfUZh"Wc"i_

Inspiring ideas for your crafty makes

Stash it!

SHOPPING
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Let it snow!
These cute needle-felted snowmen are sure to raise a smile from the 
most harried Christmas shopper, so make plenty! By Vicky Craxton

MAKE A 
PROFIT!

MAKE FOR £5  

FOR £15
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1  Body Tightly roll about 8g of white wool 

into a ball, and stab with the needle until it 

forms a solid ball. Turn it continuously while 

you stab to keep the ball shape. Add layers 

of the wool to make the ball bigger until it 

is about 6cm (2¼in) tall. Try to flatten the 

bottom by stabbing it with the needle and 

shaping it with your thumbs. This will help 

the body to stand upright when it's finished.

2  Head Tightly roll about 5g of white 

wool into a ball and stab with the needle 

until it forms a solid ball. Add layers of the 

wool to make the ball bigger until you have 

your required head size for the body. Hold 

the head on top of the body and, with the 

needle, stab the bottom of the head onto 

the top of the body until it stays fixed.

How to make the snowmen

T hese snowmen will last for years to 

come, and are guaranteed to melt 

the hearts of your customers! Each 

one has a snuggly hat and scarf, plus chunky, 

bobbly mittens to keep them warm and 

cosy. They're so full of character, with those 

cheeky little grins, cute carrot noses and rosy 

cheeks – who could resist them? As each 

snowman looks very different, they can be 

sold individually, but they would also work 

very well as a set. Make sure you emphasise 

that they are all unique, and draw attention 

to clever details like their delicate features. 

Custom-make yours to suit your shoppers' 

festive décor for a bigger price-tag. 

3  Arms Cut a 10cm (4in) length of white 

wool and fold it in half. Leaving one end 

fluffy, stab this with the needle to make 

a solid arm shape. Place the arm onto the 

body and start by stabbing the fluffy end 

onto the body first. Then stab the edges of 

the arm to secure it to the body. 

4  Mittens Cut a thin 5cm (2in) length of 

coloured roving and wrap it over the end of 

the arm as a hand. Stab this in place with 

the needle until it sticks. Roll a very small 

piece of the roving into a ball, line up the 

cuff edge and stab this at the side of the 

coloured hand to form a solid thumb shape.

5  Bobble hat Cut an 18cm (7in) length 

of light green roving, pull apart slightly and 

fluff up. Wrap this around the head to form 

a rough hat shape and stab in place with 

the needle. When this is fixed and is a solid 

hat shape, wrap a thin strip of yellow roving 

around the bottom of the hat and stab this 

until it fixes. Then make a ball with some 

yellow roving and fix this to the end of the 

hat by stabbing it in place.

6  Cloche hat Start in the same way as 

the bobble hat to fix the purple roving to 

the head. Cut another length of the purple 

roving so it is long enough to wrap around 

the bottom of the hat. Roll it into a sausage 

shape and stab with the needle to make 

a solid brim shape. Attach this to the hat 

by wrapping it around the bottom, and by 

stabbing the side that touches the hat until it 

fixes. While the brim is fixed, you can stab it 

to make it more solid. To add a band, wrap a 

thin strip of yellow roving around the bottom 

edge of the hat and stab it in place.

SAFETY FIRST When stabbing the wool, rest 

it on the foam pad. Do not place it directly 

on the table.

FELT IT
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INFORMATION

Materials

* 160g white merino wool roving

* 7g blue roving

* 3g light green roving

* 2g yellow roving

* 4g light purple roving

* 4g brown roving

* 4g red roving

* 6g black roving

* 1g orange roving

* Small amount of baby pink roving

* Small amount of dark green roving

* Felting needles, sizes 38 and 40

* Needle-felting foam pad 

Size:  Bobble Hat Snowman:  

11 x 8.5 x 6cm (4¼ x 3¼ x 2¼in) 

Earmuffs Snowman:  

9.5 x 8.5 x 6cm (3¾ x 3¼ x 2¼in) 

Cloche Hat Snowman:  

9.5 x 9 x 6cm (3¾ x 3½ x 2¼in) 

Top Hat Snowman:  

12 x 8.5 x 6cm (4¾ x 3¼ x 2¼in)

Skill level: Moderate



7  Earmuffs Make two blue balls using the 

same technique as before, but as you stab, 

squeeze each one into a flatter shape. Fix 

them onto each side of the head by stabbing 

them in place. Then cut a thin 6cm (2¼in) 

length of blue roving and fix it onto the top 

of the head so it joins up the earmuffs.

9  Scarf Cut a 20cm (8in) length of coloured 

roving and stab into a long solid shape, but 

leave the ends fluffy. Wrap it around the 

neck so the ends cross over at the front, and 

stab it in place.

10  Nose Cut a thin 4cm (1½in) length of 

orange roving and fold it in half. Stab this 

into a solid carrot shape and leave the end 

fluffy. Attach this to the face by stabbing the 

fluffy end of the nose to the head until it  

is secure.

11  Buttons Roll up two small pieces of 

black roving and stab in place on the tummy 

of the snowman. Keep stabbing them to 

form two solid circles.

12  Eyes Roll up two 2cm (¾in) pieces of 

black roving into balls. Stab them in place 

onto the face. Lightly stab each ball until 

they become more solid.

13  Cheeks Take two very thin pieces of 

pink roving and lightly stab them in place to 

make rosy cheeks on each side of the face.

14  Eyebrows and smile Take a thin length 

of black roving and twist it in between your 

fingers to make it like thread. Lightly stab in 

place to form the line features.

15  Holly For the leaves, cut a thin 2cm 

(¾in) length of dark green roving and fold 

it in half. Stab it in place on the hat or 

earmuffs and shape the leaf by stabbing the 

required areas inwards. For the berry, roll a 

small piece of red roving into a ball and stab 

it in between the leaves to cover the join, 

until it is solid and fixes in place. 

Add detail to the hats 
and scarves by needle- 

felting stripes, dots 
and even snowflake 

shapes

SELL MORE

SAFETY FIRST These colourful makes 

are likely to appeal to children. Make 

sure you attach all the different parts 

securely. Remember, if you intend 

on selling them, even if they are 

not sold as toys, there are strict 

regulations to adhere to. Visit craft-

seller.com/free-downloads for more 

legal advice on child safety. 

8  Top hat Cut a 20cm (8in) length of black 

roving and roll it up into a cylinder shape. 

Stab this with the needle until it is solid. Cut 

a 10cm (4in) length of black roving, fold it 

up and stab into a solid disc shape as the 

brim. Fix this on top of the head by stabbing 

it in place, then add the hat on top of the 

brim by stabbing the bottom edges of the 

hat. To add a band, wrap a thin strip of red 

roving around the hat and stab it in place.

FELT IT
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Read our top tips to help sell your needle-felted snowmen…

NOW SELLING ON... 

Etsy: Snowman Christmas ornament 
by EarthyMamaGoods, £9.18 

Xxxxxx xxxxxxx 
xxxxxxxxx 
xxxxxxxxxxxx

Etsy: Needle Felted Snowman 
Ornament by SheWhoStamps, £16.39

Wowthankyou: Christmas 'Frosty' 
Snowman Shelfsitter by Alfie's Hut, £15

SELL IT

1 
Give them some festive jingle by 

stitching on a little bell to the hat, or 

even replacing buttons with tiny bells. 2 
Be canny with your pricing. Offer a 

good deal in the late autumn/early 

winter months, and increase the price 

by increments as you approach the big day.

3 
Write an info card. Needle-felting is a 

skilled craft, so tell buyers how many 

hours it takes and the materials used to 

create this beautiful and unique gift.

4  
Cut down on foam costs by covering 

the pad with a piece of flannel. It 

can help reduce the amount of fibre 

grabbed by the foam pad when it's stabbed.

5 
Create quick and easy gift wrap by 

stamping white tissue paper with silver 

or gold snowflakes. It will look great, 

and only costs pennies to produce.

6
Make the snowmen into tree 

decorations by securely stitching a 

loop of ribbon to the back of the head.

7
Create a winter wonderland to show 

off your snowmen by offering shoppers 

mulled wine and spiced biscuits. Yum!

8 
Go Scandi with your colours, choosing 

berry reds and pale blues, or add a 

dose of festive bling with metallics.

9
Adapt the design – use real twigs for 

arms, add gems for eyes, or stitch mini 

scarves from fabric scraps.

10  
Create a buzz by gifting the 

100th tweeter/pinner with the 

snowman of their choice. 

You’ve made it, 
now sell it...



www.silversewing.co.uk
For your nearest stockist and expert advice, please contact 

Silver Viscount on 01933 311888 or enquiries@silverviscount.co.uk



I’m a Christmas  

craft seller
It’s Christmas all year round for Paper & String’s Sarah Poulton, 

after John Lewis took a shine to her festive kits… by Karen Dunn

A
s the sun beats down on the 

promenade and seagulls screech 

above, Sarah Poulton is tucked 

away in her studio in the seaside town of 

Worthing – sewing snowmen. 

It may be the hottest day of the year 

when we pop into Paper & String’s seaside 

studio, but Christmas preparations are 

already well underway. When Sarah started 

her business selling handmade felt items, 

supplies and kits back in 2006, she never 

imagined Christmas would become such 

a big part of her life. However, thanks to a 

huge order from John Lewis, her business 

got the kick-start she was dreaming of.

Big orders mean lots of work, though, 

and Sarah’s small team is beavering away to 

get its first Christmas orders together, even 

though it’s bikini weather outside rather 

than chestnut-roasting season. However, 

surrounded by millions of buttons and 

endless bundles of gorgeous felt, even 

Craftseller is starting to feel festive…

“The business started out just to feed my 

own obsession with felt,” says Sarah, 36. 

“I was managing a men’s clothing shop 

and making card toppers in my spare time 

to sell on eBay. I was always sewing and 

making – then one day I discovered wool  

felt and craft blogs, and it all changed.  

“No one was really reading blogs back in 

2006, and they were mainly American and 

Australian ones, so I decided to start one for 

fun. I read on another blog about this stuff 

called wool felt and thought it sounded 

magical, but I couldn’t find it anywhere. 

Eventually I tracked some down and put 

it on my blog. People started asking me 

where I’d found it, so I offered to sell it to 

them! I wasn’t really making any money 

from it at first – it just covered my costs and 

paid for my addiction. I started out with 

just 12 colours and now I stock 45.

“It was going well, but it was tricky 

selling through a blog so I joined Etsy, 

which was still pretty new in the UK back 

then. I realised, though, that if I wanted to 

turn this into a proper business, something 

would have to give, and I needed to give 

up my job to give Paper & String the 

commitment it needed. It was incredibly 

scary, but over two years I set up my own 

website and saved up six months’ worth of 

wages to give myself a head start. 

“In September 2010 I finally gave up 

selling tartan slippers and taking inside 

leg measurements, and took the plunge. 

It started well, but the best news came on 

Boxing Day that year when I got an email 

out of the blue from John Lewis, saying 

they were interested in stocking my felt 

kits. At first I thought it was someone 

winding me up, but I Googled the name 

on the email and realised it was real! I’d 

started selling on Not On The High Street 

and I think that’s where they found me. 

“It was an amazing opportunity, but 

working with a big retailer was also a very 

steep learning curve. They wanted me 

to change all the packaging and, when I 

saw the forecast for how many kits they 

wanted to buy for Christmas, I assumed 

the order was set in stone. It was only after 

I’d borrowed money and purchased all the 

stock to make everything, that I realised 

they could cancel the order at any time. I 

was very lucky they didn’t, but I’ve never 

purchased that much stock in one go 

again. Plus, I had nowhere to store it. You 

wouldn’t think felt takes up much room, 

but enough for over 8,000 kits really does! 

“It was a crazy time and I had to rope 

my boyfriend, John, in to help. I don’t 

think I left the flat that year, I was so busy. 

I remember getting an order for 1,000 

cupcakes that a shop wanted for a window 

display, and I spent days surrounded by 

tiny felt cakes, but I loved it. The flat was 

bursting at the seams though, so I moved 

into a new workshop above the shop I used 

to work in and employed John part-time. 

“It can be strange working on Christmas 

all year round. People are still buying 

decorations in January, and we start 

thinking about the next one in February Ph
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“While the temperature 
reached 32 degrees, we 
were sewing snowmen’s 

scarves”



Clockwise from left: Sarah is really excited about her 
range of designs this year; Paper & String sells a whole 
range of top-quality craft supplies; Sarah’s studio is 
filled with every colour of felt that you can imagine; 
buttons are important in most of Sarah’s designs



when I design all the new sample kits 

and give my packaging a refresh. We start 

making in earnest in July, but it feels like 

Christmas has started even earlier this year. 

By August I’d already sold 40 handmade 

Christmas decorations to customers, even 

though everyone outside was getting 

sunburnt. We also sent 1,850 kits to John 

Lewis filled with snowmen and reindeer, 

which meant while the temperature 

reached 32 degrees, we were sewing 

snowmen’s scarves and singing carols! 

“It starts going really crazy in September, 

when the orders flood in. Last year I had to 

stop selling handmade decorations three 

months before Christmas and concentrate 

on kits, because we had too many orders. 

“This year I took the plunge and 

employed an assistant to make sure I 

get everything done – selling on eBay, 

Etsy, Folksy, Not On The High Street and 

your own site means stock control is a 

headache. Now, if Becky’s off for just a 

week I fall so far behind. However, while 

Becky is invaluable, I still do all the buying 

and sewing. If I didn’t, it would lose the 

personal touch that I built the business on. 

“We don’t have a contract with John 

Lewis, so it could all change at any time. 

I’ve learned never to rely on just one 

contract – I must make sure the other areas 

of my business can still support us. After 

“By August I’d already 
sold 40 handmade 

Christmas decorations”

Sarah Poulton

Find out all the latest from Paper 

& String at paper-and-string.

co.uk, get a look inside Sarah’s 

world on paper-and-string.

blogspot.co.uk and search 

Paper And String Ltd on Facebook

Start early

Be brave. Don’t be afraid to start thinking about 

Christmas early. You need to decide what you 

want to make in the summer. Pick a maximum 

of ten festive items you will make, so you don’t 

feel overwhelmed or get stuck with too much 

stock. By October, you’ll have a good idea what 

is selling and can adjust your buying accordingly.

Don’t start making  

everything at once

Think how many items you want to sell to make 

enough money, but have a plan of what to do 

with your supplies if they don’t sell. Don’t pre-

make everything either, but if you’ve got the 

bits ready when you get an order, you can put 

it together quickly and you won’t have as much 

waste if one item doesn’t sell as well as others.

Prepare to miss out on  

your own Christmas! 

The silly thing is that despite thinking of 

Christmas all year round, I always forget about 

it for myself, and never end up making any 

presents or decorations for my own home! Be 

prepared to do your own Christmas shopping in 

October, because if you’re as busy as you want 

to be, you won’t get any time to treat your own 

family when November and December arrive. 

Paper & String’s 
top three tips for 
Christmas sellers

putting it off for years, I’ve just joined 

Facebook and I think my sales have already 

improved. I think I was lucky that I started 

blogging and selling when I did because 

there was less competition, but now there 

are more people out there it spurs me on to 

be more creative and keep evolving. That’s 

the fun of running your own business – you 

get to try out new things all the time. I still 

get a buzz from buying new felt, which is 

lucky when you think about how much is 

stuffed into my workshop!” 

From top: Sarah cuts out 
everything she needs before 
making items; Christmas 
decorations fill Sarah’s 
workshop all year round 

REAL LIFE
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Take a journey into 
simplicity

passport™ 2.0www.pfaff.com

Looking for a small, compact machine that can 

handle all your craft needs? Then the Pfaff Passport 

2.0 is the machine for you! Packed with features 

you would expect in more expensive models, the 

Pfaff Passport 2.0 comes with the original IDT       

system, 70 beautiful stitches, original presser foot 

system and many more optional accessories. This 

machine will exceed all your expectations and help 

you create anything you desire!

Compact and Lightweight  
Sewing Machine. (6.3kg)

The Original IDT™ System.  
Absolutely even fabric feed.

PFAFF® Original Presser Foot 
System. Many optional  
accessories are available to  
expand your sewing experience.

70 Stitches. Beautiful stitches  
for every sewing technique.

Beautiful, Adjustable Appliqué 
Pin Stitch. 
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30-minute make
Make the most of modern seasonal papers, and offer these cracking 

decorations that your buyers will love. By Annie Bellamy

2  Using the template 
on p102, copy onto the 
reverse or blank side and 
cut out. Score all the 
fold lines and fold.

1  Print papers onto 
lightweight card, or 
mount paper on card 
using spray mount. 
Alternatively, buy good- 
quality, thick papers.

INFORMATION

Materials

*  Echo Park Very Merry Christmas 

paper pack

*  Echo Park Very Merry Christmas 

element pack 1  

(Papers and elements available to 

download from jessicasprague.com)

* Selection of ribbons

* Lightweight card

* Craft knife

* Scissors

* Double-sided tape

*  Selection of sweets (optional) – 

individually wrapped would work 

best, such as chocolate eclairs

Size: Approx 25cm (10in) long

Skill level: Easy

4  Cut two lengths of ribbon 
and tie around each end of the 
cracker. Finish off by adding 
a Christmas element, printed 
from the element pack.

3  If using, insert a few 
sweets before folding the 
cracker and securing with 
double-sided tape. You 
could make a selection 
without sweets, too. 

MAKE A 
PROFIT!

MAKE FOR £6

FOR £8.50

MAKE IT
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Advent bunting
Offer a clever twist on the traditional advent calendar and stand out 

from the Christmas crowd. Fill with treats and sell out! By Jess Byrne

the bunting. Turn the triangles through to the 

right side, ensuring the Christmas pocket is 

the correct way round. Iron the seams.

6
Separate the bias binding into three 

pieces, and divide the bunting into 

three equal piles – one will have one more 

triangle along it. Iron the bias binding in half 

with the seams enclosed. Pin each triangle 

in place, ensuring the open edges are 

enclosed within the binding.

7
Sew a straight stitch along the bias 

binding, enclosing each triangle. Sew 

a small loop at each end of the binding for 

hanging. Repeat with the other two strings 

of bunting, and hang up in order! 

How to make the bunting

1
Trace the template on p102 onto card 

or freezer paper. Cut out 25 triangles 

from Christmas fabric and 50 from linen.

2
Using the stencil and fabric pen, 

carefully number 1-25 on half of the 

linen pieces. Place the numbers in the 

centre, 2.5cm (1in) from the top. On the 

Christmas triangles, fold down approx. 1cm 

(¼in) from the top and iron. Repeat twice 

more and sew along the hem to secure. This 

will make the pocket very durable. 

3
Lay out a numbered piece, number- 

side up, and lay one of the smaller 

Christmas fabric pieces on top, right-side up 

so the bottom points are lined up. Lay a non-

numbered linen piece on top and pin. 

4
Using a 0.5cm (¼in) seam allowance, 

sew one long edge. At the bottom, 

leave the needle in, turn the fabric and sew 

the other long edge. Repeat with all pieces.

5
Trim any excess along the sides of the 

bunting, paying particular notice of the 

point – any bulk here will ruin the shape of 

T his bunting is perfect to delight 

little ones on long December days, 

when it seems Christmas Day will 

never come! Sew clever pockets to hold 

the treats, for an original take on the card-

and-chocolate versions that swamp the 

supermarkets. Get organised and sell some 

handmade mini-gifts for the pockets, too – 

bracelets or keyrings would work well. We’ve 

used fat quarters here, but if you have them, 

you could use up odds and ends from your 

stash to cut down on the cost of materials.

MAKE A 
PROFIT!

MAKE FOR £25

 

 

FOR £45

SHOW US ON FACEBOOK!

We’d love to see your advent bunting on the Craftseller Facebook page

Choose fabric 

that appeals to 

everyone

SEW IT
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INFORMATION

Materials 

*  4 x fat quarters Christmas Candy 

fabric by Riley Blake Designs  

* 1m (40in) linen

* 4m (4yd, 1ft) bias binding

* White and red cotton threads

* Number stencil

* Fabric pen

* Freezer paper (optional)

Size: 3 x 1.3m (50in) length pieces

Skill level: Moderate



Trace the template 
onto freezer paper 

and simply iron onto 
the fabric for better 

accuracy

TOP TIP

SEW IT
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MAKE A 
PROFIT!

MAKE FOR £5.50

 

 

FOR £10

Make larger sizes by 
adding an extra set of 
beads, or using extra 
spacers either side  

of the clasp

SELL MORE

T
hese bejewelled bracelets are 

deceptively quick and easy to make, 

and will look stunning on your craft 

stall in the run-up to Christmas. The Preciosa 

Fire Polish beads give a beautiful sparkle, 

and with 36 different colours to choose from, 

the possibilities for mixing and matching 

are endless. Why not personalise yours by 

using pretty birthstone colours? To create 

this design you’ll need to use a high-grade 

flexible beading wire, which is super soft and 

won’t kink as you pass it through the beads. 

How to make the bracelet

1
Begin by threading one side of the 

clasp onto the Beadalon wire. Let it fall 

into the centre of the wire, fold the ends 

together and thread one crimp bead onto the 

two strands of wire. Now take your 

chain-nose pliers and squash the crimp flat. 

You will now have two equal lengths of wire 

coming from your crimp bead. Thread both 

strands of wire through a silver bicone bead.

2
Next, thread the beads onto one piece 

of wire in the following order: 4mm 

Fire Polish bead, daisy spacer, 6mm pearl or 

Fire Polish bead, daisy spacer. Reverse the 

pattern with the other strand of wire: daisy 

spacer, 6mm pearl or Fire Polish bead, daisy 

spacer, 4mm Fire Polish bead.

3
Now take another silver bicone bead 

and thread both strands of wire through 

it. Push this bicone bead down against the 

other beads and pull everything on the two 

strands nice and tightly. 

4
Continue with the pattern until you 

have 10 sets of beads on the wire. 

Finish with a silver bicone bead, followed by 

a crimp. Once you have crimped the other 

side of the clasp to the wire, trim any excess 

using your side cutters. 

INFORMATION

Materials

* 1 x silver-plated toggle clasp

* 4 x silver-plated crimp beads

* 40 x daisy spacers

* 11 x silver-plated bicone beads

*  20 x 6mm Fire Polish beads or 6mm 

glass pearls

* 20 x 4mm Fire Polish beads

* 40cm (16in) length of Beadalon wire

* Chain-nose pliers

* Side cutters

Size: Varies 

Skill level: Easy

Yule jewels
Capture eager shoppers with colourful bracelets, and watch 

your Christmas sales go with a bling! By Juliet Browse

MAKE IT
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MAKE IT
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MAKE A 
PROFIT!

MAKE FOR £15

 

 

FOR £25

Make your own 
colour chart by using 
ours as a guide, and 

substituting your  
new colours

TOP TIP1
Find the centre of the fabric by folding 

in quarters. Using the chart on p34, 

start stitching from the centre point. 

Carefully follow the chart until you have 

completed the cross stitch.

2
Using the bag frame as a guide, draw a 

template to work out the size you want 

the finished bag to be – make sure you draw 

around the top of the bag frame so you have 

the correct size at the top, as well.

3
Use this template to cut out your 

stitched motif, placing the design 

centrally and adding a 2cm (¾in) seam 

allowance. Cut out three pieces of patterned 

fabric using the same template.

4
Place front and back pieces together, 

right sides facing, and sew around 

sides and bottom. Repeat with lining. Turn 

lining right-side out and place inside the bag 

(right sides facing). Sew around the top of 

the lining, front and back pieces – remember 

to leave a small gap for turning through.

5
Turn through and press. Slip-stitch the 

gap closed and attach to bag frame – 

we used a sew-in bag frame, but you can 

also use glue-in ones. » 

C
ross stitch is everywhere at the 

moment, so a pretty little bag with 

a classic floral motif is just what you 

need to create a buzz. Stitch the full design 

centrally onto the evenweave – or, for a 

quicker turnaround, stitch just one of the 

blooms instead. This is also a great project if 

you want to skip the cross stitch altogether 

and just make a pretty bag from fabulous 

fabric! Cut your costs dramatically by using 

up leftover embroidery threads, and use your 

creativity to mix colours that blend to create 

a truly unique item. It’s perfect to sell as a 

Christmas gift, or just as a little treat! 

Pretty little thing
Make this pretty floral purse using classic vintage colours, 

and charm shoppers with its delicate design. By Sarah Heys

Use vintage-style fabric to line your purse

How to make the bag

STITCH IT
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INFORMATION

Materials

*  28-count ivory evenweave such as 

Anchor Jobelan, 15 x 15cm (6 x 6in) 

* Threads as shown in key

*  3 pieces patterned fabric, approx. 

15 x 15cm (6 x 6in) each 

* Size 24 tapestry needle

*  12cm (4¾in) bag frame and chain 

(from Frame Your Bag on etsy.com)

Size: 12 x 11cm (4¾ x 4¼in), stitched 

area 6 x 5cm (2¼ x 2in)

Skill level: Moderate



SHOW US ON FACEBOOK!

 If you’ve enjoyed making this 
pretty purse, post a photo on 

the Craftseller Facebook page

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER!

Tweet us your tips and 
advice, and follow our own 

tweets @craftsellermag

FIND US ON PINTEREST!

We’ve got loads of crafty 
inspiration for you to browse 

at Pinterest.com/craftseller

NOW SELLING ON... 

Folksy: Clasp Purse by Kirstie’s 
Allsorts, £8 

NOTHS: Printed Flower Purse by  
Sandra Hardy, £20

Etsy: Clasp Purse with Polka Dot Apple 
Appliqué by LizzieGOriginals, £20.70

STITCH IT
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PURSE CHART PURSE KEY

Stitch count 30 high x 28 wide

 14 HPI (28-count evenweave) – 5.5 x 5cm (2¼x2in)

This design was stitched using DMC stranded 

cotton on 28-count evenweave over two threads of 

the fabric

Cross stitch in two strands

  DMC Anchor Madeira Colour

  221 897 811 dark red

  309 42 508 red

  816 1006 513 very dark red

  841 1082 1911 brown

    842 1080 1910 light brown

  3033 391 1908 cream

  3832 38 604 light red

Backstitch in two strands

  DMC Anchor Madeira Colour

––––– 221 897 811 dark red

––––– 500 683 1705 dark green

 ––––– 816 1006 513 very dark red

––––– 840 1084 1912 dark brown
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+V ŜPUNZÊ7�V�v�À`Ê--££Ên9�Ê ä£ÓÈnÊxÈÓäÓÓ
-HIYPJH[PVUZÊ�>V��iÞÊnÊ{*�Ê äÓäÇÊÓÇxnä{Î
-HYLOHT�:L P̂UNÊ�>Ài�>�Ê*"£ÈÊä�Ê ä£ÎÓ�ÊÓÎ{È{£
.;:�:L P̂UN�4HJOPULZÊ	>�LÕÀÞÊ"8£ÈÊ�*+Ê ä£Ó�xÊÇä£În{
3L P̂ZOHT��+LW[MVYK�:�4JZÊ���`��Ê-nÊÎ /Ê äÓänÊÈ�ÓÊ£äÇÇ
4HPKZ[VUL�:L P̂UN�*LU[YLÊ�>�`ÃÌ��iÊ�£{Ê£�Ê ä£ÈÓÓÊÈÇäÓx{
9LNLU[�:L P̂UN�HUK�2UP[[PUN�3[KÊ�
v�À`Ê��£ÊÓ��Ê äÓänÊ{ÇnäÈÈ�
9VUH�:L P̂UN�4HJOPULZÊ7>
Ì�>�Ê
À�ÃÃÊ nÊÇ	8Ê ä£��ÓÊÈ{äÓxä
:L �̂+L]PULÊ,i>`��}Ê,�ÈÊ£�+Ê ä££nÊ�ÓÈÊnÈÈ{
;OL�:L P̂UN�*LU[YLÊ	>ÌÌiÀÃi>Ê-7££ÊÎ	*Ê äÓäÇÊÓÓnÎäÓÓ
;OL�:L P̂UN�:OVWÊ
>�ÌiÀLÕÀÞÊ
/£ÊÓ�8Ê ä£ÓÓÇÊ{xÇÇÓÎ
;OLVIHSKZ�3\[VUÊ�1£Êx��Ê ä£xnÓÊÇÓäÎÎÓ
;̀ ZVUZ�:L P̂UN�4HJOPULZ�3PTP[LKÊ-�ÕÌ�>

Ê1	£ÊÎ��Ê äÓänÊxÇ{£Çxä
;̀ ZVUZ�:L P̂UN�4HJOPULZ�3PTP[LKÊ��Õ�Ã
�ÜÊ/7ÎÊ£ 7Ê äÓänÊxÇäÈÇ�ä
>VRPUN�:L P̂UN��2�4�*LU[YLÊ7����}Ê�/£xÊÎ 9Ê ä£�ÎÓÊÎxÓ�xn
South WestÊ
*HMÅL�*YHM[ZÊ7iÃÌ��Ê-Õ«iÀÊ�>ÀiÊ	-Ó{ÊÈ-Ê ä£�Î{ÊnÎnÎÓÇ
+PYLJ[�:L P̂UN�4HJOPULZÊ,i`ÀÕÌ�Ê/,£xÊÓ	9Ê ä£Óä�ÊÓ£È�{Ó
,_L[LY�:L P̂UN�4HJOPUL�*VTWHU ỀÝiÌiÀÊ8£ÊÓ��Ê ä£Î�ÓÊÓÇxÈÈä
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Read our guide to some of the top trends and handmade products 

that will sell well for Christmas 2013 By Sarah Chadwick

Christmas  
crafty makes

T
he demand for happy holiday handmade goods is on the rise – and as a crafter, 

you need to be planning and plotting your yuletide accessories about the same 

time as the mince pies appear on the supermarket shelves, which is May! Here, 

10 successful traders explain how they approach their Christmas market and have 

mastered the art of festive makes, with a few cautionary tales along the way…

2Find your style
“It’s never too early to plan for Christmas. 

I start to think seriously in the summer, 

then buy in extra jewellery fittings, paper 

materials and packaging in September. I look 

at traditional décor and think about how I 

can interpret it in my style. My garlands have 

proved the most popular. I think they appeal 

because each one is different – you can read 

snatches of Shakespeare on each bit.”

Lou Annable from Bookity on folksy.com

Simple, bold 
designs work for 
Perisandcorr

1Choose your material 
“One year I tried to make some salt 

dough Christmas tree decorations, but 

they didn’t turn out too well! So I decided 

to stick with my favourite material – felt. 

I think the cosy, warm and bold colours 

really suit a room during winter. My small 

heart garlands are my favourite Christmas 

make – I have my own ruby red one which 

is hung up every year in our house. And 

my best sellers are the traditional kind 

– little robins, stars, holly leaves 

and Christmas puddings.” 

Emma Reeves from 

AnOwlToTheHollow  

on folksy.com

Emma loves using cosy felt 
for her Christmas makes

Emily’s woodland 
scenes really come into 
their own at Christmas 

3Keep it simple
“Traditional wintry scenes, woodlands 

and magical snowy forests are elements that 

appear in my work all year – they are more 

appropriate at Christmas, which gives me 

a bit of a head start. One year, I hand-cut 

lots of snowflakes, which sold very well but 

were so labour-intensive I lost money. My 

wrapping paper has been very popular.”

Emily Hogarth from emilyhogarth.com

SELL IT
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5Personalise  
“This year I am very 

excited by our mini 

masterpiece range – we take 

children’s drawings, messages 

and photographs and incorporate 

them into a design on a bag or 

mug. We learnt that allowing buyers 

to help customise our designs was key  

to creating a successful product.”

Jane Lindsey from Snapdragon on 

notonthehighstreet.com

4 Remember the men
“I started making gifts for women, 

but found they didn’t sell on the website. I 

realised that men are hard to buy for, so I 

focused on a range especially for them, and 

it took off. At this time of year I’m extremely 

busy – the personalised iPads and iPhone 

holders, along with the cufflinks, have been 

successful in the past. My personal favourite 

this year is the personalised golf tee holder.”

Joanna Parkin from Joannaparkin on 

notonthehighstreet.com

10 
Start early 
“When I began, I started thinking 

about Christmas in September, which 

was too late. Magazines, publishers 

and retailers need Christmas features in 

advance – also, shoppers are organised. 

Now I’m sorted by July. Last year, the 

‘For Santa’ hand-illustrated ceramic plate 

was my best seller. If you’ve left it late, 

stocking fillers are the way forward. Little 

Christmas items for £10 or less make 

great last-minute sellers.”

Rachel Basinge from ohNOrachio  

on etsy.com

7Be original 

“A successful festive product needs to be 

original, well-designed, Christmassy and in 

stock by the end of August. Our best seller 

is the Merry Christmas and Nadolig Llawen 

screenprinted sack. The simple, bold style 

made it popular, plus it can be personalised.” 

Dyfrig Peris and Jennie Corr from 

Perisandcorr on folksy.com

6Look worldwide
“In my early Etsy days I paid attention to fashion trends and 

‘must-haves’, but I skipped that pretty quickly. I needed to stay 

honest to what I wanted to make, and not to what would be in 

vogue. My signature items are my 2D and 3D folded stars. They are the essence of a Danish 

Christmas. Online, you are selling worldwide, but what is traditional varies from country to 

country. For example, heart-shaped ornaments feature in Europe but not in the US.” 

Brigitte Hendricks from SewDanish on etsy.com

Jude adapted her 
current range for 
Christmas sales

9Stick to tradition 

“Christmas is about ritual, so I love 

products that can be kept and used for 

years, or generations. Our white porcelain 

mix-and-match decorations with gold 

lustre lettering work well, regardless of 

fashion. We tried making them in colours, 

but they weren’t as popular, so now we 

stick to white with black and gold.” 

Jo Heckett from Joheckett on etsy.com

Rachel’s plate is 
perfect for kids 
and parents

8 
Adapt your range  
“I had already created my SPOTS London 

architectural cards, which were selling well, 

when I realised that there was a gap in the 

market for high-quality, London-themed 

Christmas cards. I designed Christmas 

versions of my SPOTS London range, with 

a snowflake background featuring Santa in 

a sleigh. The messaging on the front reads 

‘Merry Christmas from London’. They’ve 

been very popular. Instinct is a great tool – 

make a product that you’d like to receive, 

have fun, and others will want to buy it.”

Jude Robinson from  

PAPERTANGOLTD on etsy.com
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Festive bakes
Watch the Christmas profits roll in with our three scrumptious seasonal 

bakes – who can resist these snow-covered sweet treats! By Jessica Sharp

BAKE IT
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We love...
Trying new 
flavours at 
Christmas



1  Mix the flour, spices and baking powder 

in a large bowl. Rub in the butter using 

your fingertips. Stir in the sugar, and make a 

well in the centre. Whisk the egg and golden 

syrup together, and pour into the well. Use a 

knife to mix, then bring together with your 

hands. Add a little water to the mix if too dry.

2
Preheat oven to 190°C, gas mark 5. On 

a lightly floured surface, roll dough out 

to 5mm (¼in). Cut out a batch of gingerbread 

men and arrange 2cm (¾in) apart on a 

baking sheet lined with greaseproof paper. 

Bake for 12 mins or until golden. Leave the 

biscuits on the tray, then move to a cooling 

rack. When the tray is cool, make another 

batch. Continue until all the dough is used.

3
To make the icing, place the water in 

the bowl of a freestanding mixer, fitted 

with the whisk attachment (or use a mixing 

bowl and hand whisk). Add the powdered 

egg white and icing sugar. Starting on a very 

low speed, whisk the ingredients together. 

Once combined, whisk on a high speed for 

a few minutes until the icing is thick and 

glossy. Remove two or three tablespoons of 

the icing to a bowl, and gradually stir into 

it as much black colouring as is needed to 

colour it. Divide the remaining icing between 

three bowls – leave one batch white and 

colour the other two red and green.

4
Prepare three piping bags fitted with 

small, plain tips. Take half each of the 

white, red and green icing and spoon into 

separate piping bags. To the remaining icing 

in the bowls, gradually add small amounts of 

water until you achieve a runnier consistency 

that is still relatively thick, but pourable.

5
Spoon the black icing into a piping bag 

fitted with a small, plain tip. Use this 

to pipe smiley faces onto the gingerbread 

men. Use the thicker, coloured icing to pipe 

outlines of jumpers onto the biscuits. Leave 

to dry for a few minutes. 

6
To make the striped jumpers, pipe 

alternating lines of the thick icing onto 

the biscuits. To make coloured jumpers, 

spoon a teaspoon of the thinner icing onto 

the middle of each biscuit, allowing it to 

spread to the outline of the jumper (you 

can use the spoon to coax the icing to the 

edges). This technique is called ‘flooding’. 

Leave for around 15 mins until no longer wet 

to touch, then use the thicker icing to pipe 

designs onto the jumpers.

7
Once iced, leave the gingerbread men 

to dry for an hour or so. Once the 

icing is dry, store the biscuits in an airtight 

container for up to one week. Package them 

in sets, using festive paper or boxes.

INGREDIENTS

For the gingerbread:

* 350g (12¼oz) plain flour

* 1 tsp baking powder

* 2 tsp ground ginger

* 1 tsp ground cinnamon

* 110g (4oz) cold butter, diced

* 175g (6¼oz) light muscovado sugar

* 1 egg

* 4 tbsp golden syrup

For the icing:

* 1 kg (2lb 1¼oz) icing sugar

* 30g (1oz) powdered egg white

* 180ml (6½ fl oz) water

* Red, green and black gel food colouring

Time: 4 hours

Makes: Approx. 24

Skill level: Moderate

Iced gingerbread  
men
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C
hristmas baking is a real treat – we 

love a warm kitchen, full of spicy 

aromas and tempting eats that are 

unique to the time of year. Christmas fairs 

start in November, so if you plan your baking 

range in advance, you’ll have plenty of 

chances to sell to hungry shoppers. Try our 

show-stopping frosted panettone, crammed 

with dried fruit and drizzled with lovely 

lemony cranberry icing. For the kids – hand-

iced gingerbread men with sugary spices and 

winning smiles. And of course, mince pies 

– these will be on every Christmas list with 

their almondy topping and crisp, nutty pastry. 

M A K E 
FOR £4

FOR £1 

EACH 
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1
Place the flour, yeast and 1 tsp salt 

in the bowl of a freestanding mixer, 

fitted with the dough hook attachment (you 

can use a food processor fitted with a dough 

blade, or just a large bowl). Mix thoroughly, 

then add the sugar and mix again. 

2
Heat the milk until warm – not hot. 

Meanwhile, whisk the eggs, egg yolk 

and vanilla together. Pour the milk and egg 

mix into the bowl with the dry ingredients 

and mix for approx. five minutes (if making 

by hand, turn onto a lightly floured surface 

and knead – the dough will be sticky, but try 

to add as little flour as possible). Leave dough 

to prove for an hour, until doubled in size.

Lemon-frosted 
panettone

INGREDIENTS

For the panettone:

* 500g (1lb 1½oz) plain flour

* 2 x 7g (¼oz) sachets easy-blend dried yeast

* 1 tsp salt

* 50g (1¾oz) golden caster sugar

* 150ml (5¼ fl oz) milk

*  3 whole eggs and 1 egg yolk (room temp)

* 2 tsp vanilla extract

* 200g (7oz) very soft butter

* 150g (5¼oz) sultanas

* 150g (5¼oz) dried cranberries

* 50g (1¾oz) chopped mixed candied peel

* Zest of 1 lemon

* Zest of 1 orange

For the topping:

* 200g (7oz) icing sugar

* Juice of 1 lemon

* 25g (1oz) dried cranberries

Time: 2 hours (plus 2½ hours proving time)

Makes: One

Skill level: Easy

3
Ensure the butter is very soft – heat 

for a few seconds in the microwave if 

necessary. Add the butter to the dough and 

mix until incorporated. Leave for a further 

hour, then add the dried fruits, candied peel 

and orange and lemon zest.

4
Grease and line the base and sides of 

an 18cm (7in) high-sided round cake 

tin. When lining the sides of the tin, make 

sure you use a double thickness of baking 

paper and ensure the paper extends approx. 

10cm (4in) above the edges of the tin. 

Knead the dough briefly on a lightly floured 

surface, then shape into a ball and place in 

the tin. Leave to rise for 30 mins. Meanwhile, 

preheat the oven to 180°C, gas mark 4.

5
Brush the top of the panettone with 

milk, and place on a middle or low 

shelf in the oven. Bake for 50 mins or until 

risen and well browned. Leave the panettone 

in the tin for five minutes, then turn onto a 

wire rack. Remove the baking paper to cool.

6
To make the icing, gradually add the 

lemon juice to the icing sugar until 

a thick, but just pourable, paste is formed. 

Pour over the cooled panettone. Sprinkle 

with cranberries and allow to set. Store the 

finished panettone in an airtight container  

to consume within two weeks.
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INGREDIENTS

For the pastry:

* 210g (7½oz) plain flour

* 125g (4½oz) cold butter, diced

* 50g (1¾oz) icing sugar

* 40g (1½oz) ground almonds

* 2 egg yolks mixed with 1 tbsp cold water

For the filling:

* 250g (9oz) mincemeat

* 2 eggs

* 100g (3½oz) caster sugar

* 100g (3½oz) melted butter

* ½ tsp almond extract

* 100g (3½oz) ground almonds

* Flaked almonds, to decorate

Time: 1½ hours (plus 1 hour chilling time)

Makes: 24

Skill level: Easy

1
To make the pastry, begin by placing 

the flour in a mixing bowl and rubbing 

in the diced butter with your fingertips until 

it resembles breadcrumbs. Stir in the sugar 

and ground almonds. Gradually add the egg 

mixture bit by bit, using as much as you need 

to form a dough. Divide the dough into equal 

halves and shape into discs, then wrap in 

clingfilm and refrigerate for at least 30 mins.

2
Place one disc of pastry onto a well-

floured surface and roll out to approx. 

3mm in thickness. Cut out rounds, slightly 

larger than the holes in a 12-hole bun 

tin. Once you have finished cutting all the 

rounds, use a small ball of leftover pastry 

to gently press the circles of pastry into the 

indentations of the bun tin. Refrigerate for 

15 mins while you make the frangipane, and 

preheat the oven to 200°C, gas mark 6. 

3
To make the frangipane, whisk together 

the eggs and sugar until combined. 

Add the melted butter and almond extract 

and whisk again. Finally, stir in the ground 

almonds. Remove the pastry cases from the 

fridge and place a teaspoon of mincemeat 

into each. Top each with a dessert spoon of 

frangipane, sprinkle over the flaked almonds, 

and bake on the middle shelf of the oven for 

15-20 mins or until they are lightly browned.

Frangipane  
mince pies

4
Leave the mince pies to cool in the tin 

for five minutes, before transferring 

to a wire rack to cool completely. Once the 

tin is cold, make the second batch of mince 

pies using the remaining pastry, mincemeat 

and frangipane. Store the cooled tarts in an 

airtight container for up to a week. 

BAKE IT

Craftseller   47

M A K E 
FOR £4.25

FOR £1 

EACH

Wrap in pairs for 
loved ones to share, 
but sell individually, 

too, so you don’t 
leave anyone out

TOP TIP
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From tea parties to cupcake competitions, get involved and 

help raise funds for these three worthwhile charities

Turn your kitchen pink this month, when 

you bake to help people with breast cancer

It’s already October, which means it’s time 

to start turning away from those autumn 

browns and golds and unleash your inner 

pink. Breast Cancer Care is launching Pink 

Fridays to tempt people to fundraise for 

“Dress pink, eat 
pink, party pink or 

work pink”

How you can help
Find out more about Breast Cancer Care 

and Pink Fridays at breastcancercare.

org.uk or call 0870 164 9422.

them, and celebrate the end of the week 

with the help of this much-loved colour. 

“A Pink Friday can be anything you 

want as long as it’s pink, it’s fun and it 

raises money,” says the charity. “Dress 

pink, eat pink, party pink or work pink. 

How you turn your Friday pink is entirely 

up to you.” Sounds to us like the perfect 

opportunity to get girly in the kitchen, so 

we’re challenging you to go crazy with the 

pink icing and create tantalising-looking, 

mouthwatering treats!

Organise a fun party where you can show 

off your culinary skills and invite all your 

family, friends, colleagues and neighbours 

to join in the fun. Ask them to make a 

donation to attend your Pink Friday party, 

and watch them go to town on your pink 

feast. It’s a good idea to make an extra batch 

Bake up a pink storm 
to raise cash for 
Breast Cancer Care

Breast Cancer 
Care

Denise Van Outen is a 
proud Breast Cancer 
Care Ambassador

of cakes to sell on the day, for your guests 

to take home. Make eye-catching, bite-size 

cupcakes for the main event, and larger 

sponges for people to take away with them.

Denise Van Outen is a Breast Cancer Care 

Ambassador. She told us: “I have been a 

supporter of Breast Cancer Care since I lost 

my beloved Nan to breast cancer, eight 

years ago. They were a great help to my 

family during a very difficult time, and the 

work they do is absolutely amazing. That’s 

why I’m thrilled to be supporting Breast 

Cancer Care’s Pink Fridays campaign.  

 “Come on girls, get those pink glad rags 

on, bake some pink cupcakes and let’s 

do our bit to support the 55,000 people 

affected by breast cancer every year in the 

UK,” Denise urges.

Charity bakes
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SSAFA

How you can help
Find out more about SSAFA and The Big  

Brew Up at thebigbrewup.org.uk

How you can help
For more information on BBC Children  

in Need, visit bbc.co.uk

We can’t think of a more fun way to show 

your support for British armed forces than 

by getting the kettle on and the cakes out! 

Are you looking for a fun project that your 

craft club can get stuck into this month? 

Then why not join The Big Brew Up? Now 

in its 16th year, The Big Brew Up is one of 

National Armed Forces Charity, SSAFA’s, 

most popular fundraising events – and 

we’re not surprised, as all you have to do is 

host a tea party with friends to raise money. 

SSAFA gives lifelong support to anyone 

who has ever served or is currently serving 

in the Royal Navy, British Army or Royal 

Air Force – and their families. Each year, its 

staff and volunteers help more than 50,000 

people, ranging from D-Day veterans to the 

families of soldiers wounded in Afghanistan.

Celebrity Masterchef finalist, Lieutenant 

Colonel Dick Sawbridge, is supporting The 

Big Brew Up this year, and he’s urging 

people to register at thebigbrewup.org.uk 

to receive their fundraising pack. 

Another supporter is Sally Vecky, whose 

daughter was killed while serving in Iraq. 

She held her first Big Brew Up last year 

and shares her top tips for the day: “We 

recruited an army of bakers, asked for 

donations of tea bags and other food, and 

visited the surrounding villages looking 

for raffle prizes. The day was a complete 

success – we raised over £1073 for SSAFA.” 

Put the kettle on 
and enjoy a brew 
for British forces

SSAFA provides lifelong 
support to members of 
the armed services 

BBC Children in Need
Share your cake-making skills with little 

ones this November, to raise money for 

disadvantaged children in the UK

Get the kids involved in your cake-making 

this November, when you bake for BBC 

Children in Need. This year’s annual appeal 

night takes place on 15th November and 

aims to be bigger and better than ever. 

This is a great opportunity to share your 

creative skills with youngsters, so get them 

to help you bake for a cake sale, or throw 

them a Pudsey-themed tea party. Get the 

little ones in the kitchen to help raise money 

that will change other children’s lives.

BBC Children in Need funds projects 

across the UK to help disadvantaged 

children and young people, by supporting 

large and small organisations that empower 

children and extend their life choices. 

Bake Pudsey-themed 
treats to raise money for 
BBC Children in Need

There are all sorts of events scheduled for 

15th November, so encourage your children 

or the young people in your community to 

join in the fun – why not help them to bake 

Pudsey cupcakes that they can sell for £1 

each to friends and neighbours? Or ask their 

school or nursery if you can throw a teddy 

bears’ picnic to raise cash? Hold a cake-

decorating contest to make things more 

exciting, or bake an extra-special cake that 

can be raffled off and taken home. Visit bbc.

co.uk and search Children in Need for more 

fundraising ideas, plus Pudsey-themed 

banner and poster downloads to help make 

your event an even bigger success.



1
Cut dotty paper to fit card, and white 

card to create hill. Glue together. Stick 

ribbon, fold ends under. Glue all to the card.

2  Using templates on p102, cut out the 

shapes from brown or Craftseller paper.

3
Stick on the trees, trousers, boots and 

present. Back the jumper, dress and 

scarves with card and attach with sticky pads. 

Stick a ribbon bow to the present.

4
Cut two heads from card. Draw simple 

faces on both. Attach with sticky pads. 

On white card write a greeting in neat block 

capitals, adding dots to ends and corners of 

each letter – practise this first. Draw dashes 

or ‘stitch’ lines around edges, then cut out.

5
Cut and glue a rectangle of paper in 

place. Position greeting using sticky 

pads. Add the Make a Wish tag. Use a 

sketchy outline to highlight some shapes.

Cool couple card
Eight pages of free Nordic papers mean you won’t be short of 

seasonal inspiration when making this cute card. By Wendy Massey

MAKE A 
PROFIT!

MAKE FOR £1

 

 

FOR £3-£5

How to make the Cool Couple card

MAKE IT
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INFORMATION

Materials

* Craftseller papers and tags

* Brown paper

* White card or blanks

* Red card

* Spotty ribbon

* Small double-sided sticky pads

* Glue and scissors

* Fine liner pen

* Small ribbon bows

* Hessian

*  Size: 20.5 x 15cm (8 x 6in)

* Skill level: Easy

C hristmas is the perfect time to add 

a few handmade cards to your craft 

stall. So many shoppers want to 

buy special cards at this time of year and, if 

they’re browsing your stall, you could make 

an extra sale in the blink of an eye! Using the 

free Craftseller papers, we’ve created two 

very special seasonal cards for you to make 

for your buyers. On our Cool Couple card, the 

handwritten greeting adds an individual feel 

– you need to be able to write block capitals 

confidently and neatly, so get practising now! 



Nordic Winter
PAPER COLLECTION8 PAGES 

of exclusive 
designs
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Christmas tweets 
Make this card with our free Scandi papers – the cute robin design 

means it’s bound to be a crowd pleaser. By Wendy Massey

MAKE A 
PROFIT!

MAKE FOR £1

 

 

FOR £3-£5

MAKE IT
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How to make the Noel card

1
Cut a piece of red card to fit the front 

of the card blank exactly. Cut a piece of 

snowflake paper smaller all round, and glue 

into place on the red card. Glue spotty ribbon 

into place along one side of the red card, 

folding both ends of the ribbon under. Glue 

the red card to the front of the card blank.

2
Using the templates on p102, cut out 

the presents, bird, scarf, wings, breast, 

boots and beak from the Craftseller papers. 

Cut a layer of plain card to go behind each of 

the elements you would like to be raised – 

this can be slightly bigger all round. Glue the 

paper shapes to the card shapes.

3
Glue the presents, starting with one in 

the background and layering others on 

top with sticky pads to raise them. Stick on 

the ribbon bows with small sticky pads.

4
Glue the beak onto the back of the 

bird. Glue all other elements of the bird 

in place, adding the scarf with sticky pads. 

Position the bird on the card with sticky pads. 

Cut hessian to size and pull out some threads 

to fray the edges. Glue in place. Position an 

asymmetric rectangle of card and a greeting 

in place using sticky pads. Using a fine liner 

pen, draw legs and an eye on the bird. 
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To order or for further 

information, write to: 

The Skin Care Company, 
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St. Asaph LL17 0HH. 
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£6.50

£12.00

Contact Claire on

info@thecraftersbarn.co.uk 

for more information

facebook.com/ 
thecraftersbarn

@thecraftersbarn

Like to buy handcrafted gifts?

thecraftersbarn.co.uk
Join us at:

The UK’s commission free handcraft website.

Looking to sell
your handcraft online?

W

We stock a wide range of crafts for cardmaking & scrapbooking 
as well as children’s crafts and jewellery making supplies. 

We also stock wobbly eyes in all sizes, both glue-on and self 
adhesive, including the largest wobbly eyes you can buy online!

www.littlemissviccrafts.co.uk

sales@littlemissviccrafts.co.uk

Find us & like us on Facebook for 
exclusive updates & competitions

Now stocking 

Haberdashery

www.SimplySolids.co.uk

On-line stockist of Liberty fabrics - Liberty Tana Lawn,
Liberty Haberdashery and Liberty Lifestyle Crafting cottons.

www.sewbox.co.uk, susan@sewbox.co.uk, 01787 269366 (10am - 3pm)



MAKE A 
PROFIT!

MAKE SET FOR £15

FOR £25

Mummy makes
There’s heavenly fun to be had by little angels with this halo-and-wings 

set, made with marabou and ostrich feathers. By Jane Tooze

MAKE IT
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I
t’ll be difficult for shoppers to resist this 

quality dressing-up set, handmade with 

love! Perfect for imaginative play, fancy 

dress or school performances, these wings 

and halo will sell throughout the year. They 

are extra special because they’re made with 

real feathers, but have a durable backing to 

make sure they last and last. Wispy marabou 

and dramatic ostrich feathers cover both 

wings, and a marabou trim for the halo will 

make this set stand out from mass-produced 

plastic versions. This pair fits a child aged five 

to six – simply increase the size for older kids. 

INFORMATION

Materials

* 25cm (10in) white buckram

* 25cm (10in) white felt

* 25cm (10in) white cotton

* 20 large white marabou feathers

* 10 white ostrich feathers

* 2m (80in) marabou feather trim

* 80 x 5cm (31½ x 2in) elastic

*  80cm (31½in) medium-weight  

craft wire

* Plastic headband

* Masking tape

* Glue gun & glue sticks  

* Sewing machine

* Tape measure

* Scissors

* Pins

Size: Fits age 5-6 years

Skill level: Easy 

How to make the angel set
How to make the halo

1  Take the wire and twist it into a halo 

shape, measuring 61.5cm (24¼in), with a 

stalk coming off it. The stalk should have a 

finished length of 7.5cm (3in). You will then 

have an excess of 7.5cm (3in) – wrap this 

around the hairband at the centre point. 

2  Once you have made the wire shape, 

tape any wire ends down securely with 

masking tape at the joins. 

3  Once the halo shape is secured, take the 

length of marabou trim and, starting at one 

end, wrap it around the halo and stalk, tying 

it off once all the wire is covered. Where you 

tie the marabou, add a dot of glue to secure. 

How to make the wings

1  Using the template on p102, cut two 

wings from felt and two from buckram. Pin 

the felt and buckram together with wrong 

sides facing, and zig-zag around the edge 

to create two wings. Cut out two rectangles 

measuring 10 x 15cm (4 x 6in) – one felt, 

one buckram – and zig-zag together. 

2  Cut out two straps from the cotton 

measuring 5 x 61cm (2 x 24in). Fold each 

piece lengthways and stitch along the length 

to create a channel, then turn through. Pin 

a safety pin to the end of the elastic and 

thread it through the first cotton piece. Pull 

the elastic to each end to give the straps 

some stretch, cut and secure in place with a 

few stitches. Repeat for the second strap. 

3  Lay down the wings, buckram side 

up, and pin your rectangle piece so that it 

connects the two wings at the centre point. 

Pin one end of each strap to the top corners 

of the rectangle, then pin the second end of 

each strap underneath. Sew the rectangle 

piece in place, securing the straps. 

4  Turn the wings over, so the felt side is 

facing up, and start applying the feathers 

with the glue gun. Starting from the bottom 

up, glue the large feathers first (five large 

ostrich on each side), then the smaller 

marabou feathers at the top (10 on each 

side). Snip off any sharp feather ends to 

finish your angel wings. 

Use the glue gun 
sparingly. Apply in 
small dots to the 

wing base and place 
feathers onto it

TOP TIP

SAFETY FIRST As these wings and the halo 

are designed for children, ensure there are 

no loose parts or sharp points. Remember, 

if you intend on selling this make there 

are strict regulations to adhere to. Visit 

craft-seller.com/free-downloads for legal 

advice on child safety.

MAKE IT
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Friday 18 October 2013
10.00 – 17.00

Saturday 19 October 2013
10.00 -17.00

Fabulous Craft Products,
Favourite Suppliers,
‘Make ‘n’ Takes
& So Much More
£4 per person entry
– includes a free cup of tea/coffee
children under 10 go free
+SSH]�FEKW�JSV�XLI�½VWX����KYIWXW�IEGL�HE]

Free Car Parking

Exhibitors contact: 029 2064 3690

For show information contact 0845 365 1155
enquiries@cardiffcityevents.co.uk
www.cardiffcityevents.co.uk

SH   W 2O13

Bigger& Better

than ever

More stalls &
more crafts

scan me for FREE pattern

7 The Green, Haddenham, Ely, Cambs, CB6 3TA

01353 749853
www.spoiltrottenbeads.com

Opaque Rondelles
£2.50

Christmas charms 
from 12p

Fire Polish Beads from
£1.40 per 100
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Signature Date

To receive your free greetings card in time for Christmas, 
gift orders must be received by the 16th December 2013. 
This offer closes on the 31st December 2013.

This offer is valid for UK delivery addresses only. All savings are 
calculated as a percentage of the full shop price. For overseas 
rates visit www.buysubscriptions.com/christmas. All Christmas 
gift subscriptions will start with the fi rst issue available in January 
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OVER

£1350
OF PRIZES
TO WIN

1 
ON-TREND FABRIC 

Jolee Tablecloths is offering six winners 
either an Olfa 45mm rotary cutter (£16) with  
a 2kg bag of oilcloth remnants (£12.99), or 
£30 to spend on the Jolee range of oilcloth!  
Visit joleetablecloths.co.uk

To enter, text JOLEE followed by your 

name, address and email to 87474*

2 
BRAND NEW SKILL

You could be one of 20 readers to win 

Pete Mosley’s fab book, Make Your Creativity 

Pay, plus a DVD guide to the art of metalcraft!

Visit metal-craft.co.uk

To enter, text METAL followed by your 

name, address and email to 87474*

3 
FIND INSPIRATION

Chelsea College of Art & Design offers 

over 140 Short Courses in a range of subjects, 

including Interior Design, Textiles, Illustration, 

Photography and Printmaking – and we have 

a £150 voucher for one winner to spend on 

unleashing their imagination!

Visit arts.ac.uk/chelsea/shortcourses

To enter, text CHELSEA followed by your 

name, address and email to 87474*

4 
FESTIVE FUN

This set of felt finger puppets is sure to 

bring fun to your festivities! Each kit (£15)

contains everything you need to make your 

own set of cute Christmas characters, and  

we have 10 to give away.

Visit etsy.com/shop/littleblackduck

To enter, text DUCK followed by your 

name, address and email to 87474*

5 
PRO TOOLS

The Cricut Mini electronic cutting machine 
(£129.99) and the new Creative Holidays 
Card Cartridge (£29.99) are great for getting 
creative with this Christmas. We’re giving  
both away to one lucky Craftseller reader! 
Enter today for your chance to win. 
Visit cricut.com

To enter, text CRICUT followed by your 

name, address and email to 87474*

Be inspired by these gorgeous giveaways, and enter today for  
your chance to walk away with a fab prize! 

Fab freebies

3

2

1

4
5

6 prizes 
TO WIN!

1 prize 
TO WIN!

http://metal-craft.co.uk
http://etsy.com/shop/littleblackduck
http://cricut.com
http://joleetablecloths.co.uk
http://arts.ac.uk/chelsea/shortcourses


 Craftseller   69 

WIN IT

6 
QUIRKY STASH

Got a crafty friend you’d like to treat? Or 

do you dream of crafting with quirky stash? 

One lucky reader will win this Starter Craft 

Kit (£25), containing five 1m ribbons, a fat 

quarter of cotton fabric, 1m of bias binding, a 

sewing kit and more, all in this cute case!

Visit oakroomshop.co.uk

To enter, text STARTER followed by your 

name, address and email to 87474*

7 
READ ALL ABOUT IT

Feel like you need some extra inspiration? 

We’re giving away five pairs of Cath Kidston’s 

Make! (£12.99) and Stitch! (£12.75) books.  

The various makes in these twin titles are 

strictly not for selling, but they’re guaranteed 

to get your creative juices flowing...

Visit readicut.co.uk

To enter, text KIDSTON followed by your 

name, address and email to 87474*

8 
DECK THE HALLS  

If you want some cute new decorations 

for your Christmas tree this year, enter now 

and you could be one of six winners to take 

home an adorable felt house kit (£14.99), and 

either a Dimensions penguin or snowman 

needle-felting kit (£9.99 each).

Email crafts@stockistenquiries.co.uk

To enter, text DECORATION followed by 

your name, address and email to 87474*

* Terms and conditions apply: The Promoter is Immediate Media Company Bristol Limited. Entrants must be UK residents aged 18 years or older. Texts will be charged at 25p plus your 

standard network tariff rate. To enter by post: write your name, address and chosen freebie on the back of a postcard and send to: Craftseller 29, Immediate Media Company, 9th Floor, 

Tower House, Fairfax Street, Bristol BS1 3BN. By entering this competition you are agreeing to receive newsletters, offers and promotions by post, email and telephone from Immediate 

Media Company Ltd and the prize providers sending offers and newsletters to you by post, email or phone. You can unsubscribe from these at any time. If you do not want to receive this 

information please add the words ‘NO INFO’ at the end of your text message or write ‘NO INFO’ on your postcard. Closing date for entries is 11.59pm on 28/10/13. For the full terms and 

conditions visit craft-seller.com/competitions

7

8

6
1 prize 

TO WIN!

http://craft-seller.com/competitions
http://oakroomshop.co.uk
http://readicut.co.uk
mailto:crafts@stockistenquiries.co.uk
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Diary of a craft 

selling mum
Every month, craft seller and mum of two, Erica Martyn, who makes 

toys for her business Odds & Soxlets, invites us into her world…

THIS MONTH
* Crafty makes – 20

* Full nights’ sleep – 8 blissful nights

* Sales – Big fat zero

* Custom orders – 14

* Cups of tea – lost count

* New product ideas – 3

* Instagram – 4 hours

Erica and her family 
have been enjoying 
the last of the sun

Day 1
Have been feeling a bit rubbish about 

sales of my ready-made stock. Had a 

complete drought for quite a few weeks, 

which caused me to really worry. I kept 

wondering what I was doing wrong, and 

if this was a crisis or a catastrophe? And 

then, today, the radio came to the rescue. I 

heard a news bulletin revealing that, during 

the recent hot spells, shop profits shot up 

but internet sales dipped dramatically. I 

checked my figures against the dates and 

sure enough, sun had indeed stopped play. 

And when the rain and cold returned, they 

drove the figures up again. It has taught me 

there are so many external factors that can 

affect sales, you have to keep believing in 

yourself – even through the blips! 

Day 2
After realising I’d been worrying a little too 

much, I took some time out to go to Shear 

Water Lake, which is part of Longleat. We 

had a lovely time walking round the lake 

and through the forest. Harry was running 

about like a little warrior, and Lottie slept. 

There was a bit of rain, but yesterday’s 

news has made me see the autumnal 

weather in a totally different light.  

Day 3
Got down to making a few rush orders of 

my taglet doll Christmas decorations. I love 

these guys. They always cheer me up and 

get me in the festive mood. If I had to pick 

All about me 
I am 34 years old, and mum to three-year-old Harry 

and baby girl, Lottie Rose! I have a husband called 

Martin and a naughty but very sweet 12-year-old 

Yorkshire Terrier called Mr Biggles. We live in Dorset 

and I began my business in May 2011. I’m still 

learning heaps, while at the same time juggling 

home life, finances, and the needs and demands of 

my growing family and my customers… 

Making taglet 
dolls gets Erica in 
the festive mood
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Lottie’s sleeping 
better and giving 
Erica time to craft

Erica is setting 
up a new brand 
design company

a favourite it would 

be Jingles, the elf. But 

please don’t tell the others…

Day 4
I have decided to have a sale! I 

think that not being able to attend 

many craft fairs, because of being unwell 

during my pregnancy this year, has meant 

that I have a surplus of ready-made items. 

Not only does having a sale help to clear 

the decks physically and mentally, it also 

means I can purchase new material to get 

working on! No point sitting on stuff – 

might as well have a clear-out and move on.

Day 7
Got two custom orders today, which is 

great. I have a love/hate relationship with 

these. Sometimes I’m just not feeling my 

client’s ideas, especially if they are very 

specific on the dress fabric and the shoes. 

Other times it all just clicks or they grant 

me creative freedom. I have to allow 

anywhere between a week and a month 

to complete an order. It can be hard at the 

beginning if I feel my heart isn’t quite in it, 

but I do always get there in the end. 

Day 10
Don’t seem to be able to make my ribbon tag 

blankets quickly enough at the moment – 

just received a big order from a baby group. 

What I completely adore about making 

these is the thought of all those gorgeous 

babies having fun with the textures, 

enjoying the colours, munching on the satin 

ribbons and cuddling into their softness. 

Day 16
Lottie is sleeping well, which of course 

means that so am I. It means I’m firing 

on all cylinders and I’m in full work/

planning/business mode today. I’ve made 

a decision about work and I think it’s 

the right one. Odds & Soxlets is going to 

focus on handmade items for babies and 

children – new character toys and co-

ordinating products like appliquéd t-shirts, 

baby clothing and accessories as well as 

handmade cards, alongside a new range of 

sewing patterns. Because of this I am also 

going to launch ‘Lottie Rose Designs’ (bet 

you can’t guess who I named it after). This 

will focus on working with small (mainly 

handmade) businesses to create logos 

and business branding for them using my 

quirky illustrations of their products. I 

already did the branding for a children’s 

boutique, which was a challenge, but I’m 

really pleased with the result. Lottie Rose 

Designs came about unintentionally really, 

due to lots of people asking who had done 

my artwork, but I’m enjoying the work. 

Day 21
Last week I felt like Lord Sugar, and this 

week I’m feeling all Bill Gates! Instagram, 

here I come! After reading a blog all about 

the new social media photo-sharing site 

Instagram, I thought it sounded like a 

great way to share photos of my handmade 

work and also a bit of behind-the-scenes 

making. It’s all about the images and not 

so much about the text, plus it has the 

advantage over Facebook and Twitter of 

people not having to click on links to see the 

pictures. Other craft sellers have told me 

they have gained more business this way 

than through other social media sites – as 

I’m still a newbie I don’t know how true 

this is, but it’s worth a go. Plus, I’ve also 

been hearing that Pinterest is a good way 

to circulate your work visually – hmmm, 

seems I’m not as tech-savvy as I’d hoped.

Selling off old stock 
makes more room for 
exciting new fabric

There just aren’t 
enough tag blankets 

to meet demand



Make sure the jars 
are tight in the clips, 

but be careful not 
to overtighten as the 

glass may smash

TOP TIP

UPCYCLE IT

72   Craftseller



From junk to funk
Make storage stylish with this industrial-style upcycling project, 
made from jam jars and a kitchen drawer. By Claire Watkins

MAKE A 
PROFIT!

MAKE FOR £12

 

 

FOR £25

How to make the jam jar 

storage hanger

1
Clean off the drawer front with a cloth, 

and sand and paint if required. Place 

the jubilee clips around the jars and tighten 

so that they’re snug, but so you’re still able 

to remove the jar. 

2
Place the jars onto the wood and 

roughly work out the positions you 

want them in. Mark the wood with a pencil 

– measure each one so that they are the 

same distance from the top and equal on 

both sides. Mark the back of the jubilee clip 

where it will attach to the wood (this should 

be roughly opposite the screw fitting, which 

will sit on the front of the jar).

3
With a metal drill bit the size of your 

screw, drill a hole into the jubilee clip. 

Use a scrap piece of wood under the clip to 

drill into. The hole should be big enough for 

the screw to fit snugly, but not be too loose. 

Make a pilot hole in the drawer front for the 

screw/clip – this should be a smaller hole 

size than the screw you’re inserting. Screw 

the clip to the wood (to make this easier you 

I t’s amazing how many ways you can 

upcycle jam jars, and they’re just perfect 

for storing all those bits and bobs. 

Whether DIY bits like screws and nails, or 

pretty crafty bits like ribbon and buttons, 

they’re sure to be put to good use in any 

home. This storage project is unique because 

the jars can be hung up – just make sure the 

clips and screws you use are sufficient to 

keep it all in place. We used wood from an 

old kitchen drawer bought at a reclamation 

yard for £3. We love that the rustic wood and 

the jubilee clips used to attach the jars give 

an on-trend industrial feel – alternatively,  

you could paint the wood to soften the look. 

can ‘grease’ the screw with soap). Repeat 

with the other three clips. Insert the jars into 

the clips and tighten.

4
Measure and mark the position of the 

eye hooks on the top of the drawer. 

Again, drill pilot holes and screw the hooks 

in place. With pliers, open the link at one 

end of the chain and attach it to one hook, 

then pinch the link back in place to close. 

Repeat on the other side. 

SHOW US ON FACEBOOK!

We’d love to see your upcycled projects on the Craftseller Facebook page

Industrial 

homewares are a 

big trend at the 

moment

UPCYCLE IT
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INFORMATION

Materials 

* 4 small jam jars 

* Old kitchen drawer front

*  4 jubilee/hose clips to fit the 

diameter of your jars

* 4 screws

* 2 eye hooks

* 50cm (20in) jack chain

* Drill

* Pliers

* Pencil

Size:  Varies

Skill level: Easy



MAKE A 
PROFIT!

MAKE FOR £18

FOR £35

KNIT IT
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Snowflake snuggler
This cute but classic jumper will be loved by everyone, 

and snapped up for Christmas Day! By Tracey Todhunter

How to make the children’s Fair Isle jumper

Front and Back  

(make 2 the same)

Using 4.5mm (UK 7, US 7) needles and yarn A, 

cast on 51sts.

Row 1 (RS): (k1, p1) to end.

Row 2: (p1, k1) to end.

Rows 3-10: Repeat rows 1-2 four times.

Row 11: Change to 5mm (UK 6, US 8) 

needles, knit all stitches.

Row 12: Purl all stitches.

Row 13: With yarn B, knit all stitches.

Row 14: With yarn B, purl all stitches.

Row 15-22: Continue working in st st (knit a 

row, purl a row), working two rows with yarn 

A then two rows with yarn B. You will end on 

a purl row after the third stripe using yarn B.

Rows 23-35: Continue in st st and work 

snowflake pattern from chart (on p102).

Rows 36-39: Continue in st st, working two 

rows A, then two rows B.

Fasten off B. 

Rows 40-53: With yarn A, continue in 

stocking stitch.

Rows 54-60: Change to 4.5mm (UK 7, US 7) 

needles and work in rib (as rows 1 and 2).

Cast off in pattern.

Sleeves (make 2 the same)

With 4.5mm (UK 7, US 7) needles and yarn A, 

cast on 25sts.

Rows 1-10: Work in (k1, p1) rib pattern (as 

rows 1 and 2 of front and back).

Change to 5mm (UK 6, US 8) needles. Continue 

in st st, increasing 1 stitch at each end of next 

and every following sixth row, working in A/B 

stripe as follows

Rows 11 and 12: Yarn A. 27sts.

Rows 13 and 14: Yarn B.

Rows 15 and 16: Yarn A.

Rows 17 and 18: Yarn B. 29sts.

Rows 19 and 20: Yarn A.

Rows 21 and 22: Yarn B.

Row 23: Fasten off B and continue with A, 

increasing as set, on this and every following 

sixth row until you have 41sts.

Continue in st st until sleeve is 30cm (11¾in).

Cast off in pattern.

Making up

Weave in all ends. Following instructions on the 

ball band, block all pieces. Sew neck, leaving 

a 20cm (8in) gap. Fold sleeves in half and sew 

in place, ensuring centre top of sleeve matches 

neck seam. Join side and sleeve seams. Weave 

in any remaining ends. 

H
andknits are always popular, 

especially as the weather 

turns chilly and temperatures 

plummet. There’s something comforting 

and dependable about a chunky jumper, 

hand-knitted with love. This gorgeous 

example is simple to knit, with little in the 

way of shaping, but with a striking row of 

snowflakes that’ll appeal to retro shoppers. 

The two-tone contrast has maximum impact 

and as soon as you’re familiar with the 

design, it'll knit up in no time. The drop 

shoulder and relaxed fit are suitable for boys 

or girls, so you can double the appeal.

INFORMATION

Materials

* King Cole Merino Blend Aran (or 

any aran weight yarn): 

 4 x 50g balls in Scarlet (shade 009), A 

1 x 50g ball in Aran (shade 776), B

* 4.5mm (UK 7, US 7) knitting 

needles

* 5mm (UK 6, US 8) knitting needles

* Darning needle to weave in ends

Tension: 16sts and 18 rows to 10cm 

(4in) over st st after blocking

Size: To fit chest 64cm (25¼in), sleeve 

30cm (11¾), body 34cm (13½in)  

Skill level: Moderate

k:  knit
p:  purl
RS:  right side
st(s) stitch(es)
st st:  stocking stitch

ABBREVIATIONS

KNIT IT
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SELL IT

1 
Show off your skills. If you sell at craft 

fairs, do a spot of knitting behind your 

stall to draw potential customers in. 2
Use a model for your product shots. 

Showing your snowflake jumper worn 

by a little one will be much more 

eye-catching than a flat photo.   

3 
Spend time on the packaging. A 

beautifully folded jumper, presented 

in a tissue-filled box and wrapped 

with ribbon, will impress your buyers.

4  
Make various colours. This Fair Isle 

pattern will work well in any colour  

combined with white – try midnight 

blue for contrast, or a subtle pale pink.

5 
Use washable yarn, and always let 

customers know that this knit can be 

washed easily in the machine. It's a 

big plus-point for parents!  

6 
Entice Christmas shoppers by tagging 

your item with words like 'Festive gift' 

and 'Christmas jumper'.

7
Cater for boys and girls. Show your 

knit being worn by both sexes, to 

maximise the overall appeal.

8 
Offer a bespoke service. Let buyers 

choose their own yarn and colour, 

factoring this in to the final price.

9 
Create a professional finish with a 

woven label showing your business 

name, sewn into the back of your knit.  

10  
Get on Pinterest. Make a 'Fair 

Isle' board and include your own 

knit, to spread the word. 

You’ve made it, 
now sell it...

76   Craftseller

Read our top tips to help you sell your fabulous Fair Isle jumper

NOW SELLING ON... 

NOTHS: Hucklebury Cardigan, Hat And 
Scarf Set by Lily & Albert, £59

Etsy: Easy Crochet Pattern – Fair Isle 
Style by BallHanknSkein, £2.94

NOTHS: Plum Fair Isle Yoke Jumper
by Picaloulou, £60



A. ABOUT CRAFTSELLER

1) How often do you buy Craftseller?

Every month 1

Every other month 2

3-6 issues per year 3

This is my first issue 4

I subscribe (please go to Q3) 5

2) Please tell us the main reason why you do not subscribe? 

I prefer to buy my copy each month 01

I haven’t found a subscription gift appealing 02

I don’t want to commit to receiving every issue  03

Financial reasons 04

I haven’t thought about it 05

Other (please specify)

 06

3) On average, how long do you spend reading an issue of 

Craftseller?

Under 1 hour 1

1-2 hours 2

Over 2 hours 3

4) How many other people have read or looked at any of your copies 

of Craftseller for longer than 2 minutes in the last 12 months?

No-one 1

One 2

Two  3

Three 4

More than three 5

5) Do you read any of the following magazines?  

Please tick as many as apply.

Mollie Makes 1

Making 2

Crafts Beautiful 3

Making Jewellery 4

Simply Homemade 5

Sew Magazine 6

Homemaker 7

Crafty 8

6) Do the adverts in Craftseller influence you to purchase products 

or services?

Yes 1

No 2

Sometimes 3

7) Have you done any of the following as a result of reading 

Craftseller?

 Yes          No

Bought an advertised product  1         2

Bought a reviewed product 1         2 

Attended an event 1         2

Gone to a website for more information 1         2

8) Overall, how do you feel about the amount of content covered by 

Craftseller on the following ?

 Too much  Just right  Not enough

Knitting  1  2  3

Sewing 1  2  3

Furnishing & home crafts 1  2  3

Cross stitch 1  2  3

Papercraft 1  2  3

Baking 1  2  3

Cardmaking 1  2  3

Crochet 1  2  3

Feltmaking 1  2  3

Jewellery 1  2  3

Friendly plastic 1  2  3

Upcycling 1  2  3

Screen printing 1  2  3

Decoupage 1  2  3

Free paper craft papers 1  2  3

Level of technique advice 1  2  3

Selling advice 1  2  3

READER SURVEY
Dear Reader,

We are really interested in finding out more about you so that we continue to 

deliver content that supports you and your craft interests. Please fill in this 

survey and as a thank you for your feedback, your name will be entered into 

a prize draw for the chance to win this fantastic Janome Model J3-24 sewing 

machine worth £189!

We look forward to hearing from you!

9) Overall, how would you rate each of the following features in the 

magazine?

 Not good Average Good

Projects 1  2  3

Make a crafty tenner 1  2  3

From junk to funk 1  2  3

More ways than one 1  2  3

Mummy makes 1  2  3

Regulars 1  2  3
(Making news, Pin it, Stash it, Online loves, Dear Craftseller)

Free papers 1  2  3 

Bakes 1  2  3

Crafty courses 1  2  3

Charity bakes 1  2  3

Ten top tips 1  2  3

Real life feature 1  2  3

My craft shop 1  2  3

Fab freebies 1  2  3

Ask us 1  2  3

Features 1  2  3

Diary of a craftselling mum 1  2  3

10) Which techniques would you most like to see featured on the 

cover of Craftseller?

Knitting  01 

Sewing 02

Furnishing & home crafts 03

Cross stitch 04

Papercraft 05

Quilting 06

Baking 07

Cardmaking 08

Crochet 09

Feltmaking 10

Embroidery 11

Upcycling 12

Jewellery 13 

Decoupage 14

Other (please specify)

  15

11a) Overall, which type of free gifts do you prefer to receive with 

Craftseller?

Please select one answer

Paper pack 1

Project Book 2

Gifts 3

Q11b) And of these gifts, which would you most like to receive with 

Craftseller magazine?

Buttons 01

Ribbon 02

Crochet kit 03

Sewing Kit 04

Felt Kit 05

Scissors 06

Crochet  hook 07

Wooden shapes 08

Other (please specify)

  09

12) On average, how many of the projects featured in Craftseller do 

you make each issue? 

None 1

1 2

2-3 3

4 or more 4

B.CRAFT EVENTS & COURSES 

13) Do you visit craft events?

Yes 1 No (please go to Q16) 2

14) If yes, how many do you visit per year?

1 1

2-4 2 

5-10 3

More than 10 4

15) Which events do you attend? Please select all that apply.

Craft fairs 1

Craft exhibitions 2

Craft trade events 3

Craft festivals 4

16) Do you intend to do any craft courses in the next 12 months?

Yes 1 No 2

C. ABOUT YOUR CRAFTS

17) What is the main reason you craft? Please select one answer

Enjoyment 1

For relaxation 2

Make as gifts 3

For charity 4

To sell/business 5

Activity with children 6

Learn new skill 7

Other (please specify)

 8

18) Do you sell your craft? Please select one answer that best 

describes yourself

Yes, as part of a business 1

Yes, for my own enjoyment 2

Yes, for charity 3

No, but I intend to in the future (please go to Q23) 4

No, and I don’t intend to (please go to Q23) 5

19) If yes, does Craftseller magazine help/support you to sell?

Yes 1 No 2

20) If yes, where do you sell most of your products?

Online 1

Mail order 2

Craft fairs 3

Retail outlet 4

Other events 5

21) If yes, roughly how much have you made from selling craft in the 

last 12 months?

£0—250 1

£251-500 2

£501-1000 3

£1001-2000 4

More than £2000 5

22) If yes, is selling craft your main income?

Yes 1 No 2

23) Do you have a craft business?

Yes 1

No, but I intend to start one (please go to Q25) 2

No, and I don’t intend to start one (please go to Q25) 3

24) If yes, how long have you been in the business?

0-3 months 1

4-6 months 2

7-12 months 3

1-3 years 4

Over 3 years 5

25) Do you intend to take up any of the following crafts in the next 

year? Please select any that apply.

Sewing 01

Cross Stitch 02

Knitting 03

Baking 04

Crochet 05

Feltmaking 06

Quilting 07

Embroidery 08

Decoupage 09

Screen printing 10

Ceramics 11

Papercrafts (e.g cardmaking) 12

Scent, cosmetics or fragrances 13

Textiles 14

Jewellery 15

Other (please specify)

 16

None 17

26) Do you teach your craft skills?

Yes 1 No 2

ZEENA MOOLLA, EDITOR

HOW TO ENTER

Simply go to www.craft-seller.

com/magazinesurvey and fill 
out the survey online.

Alternatively you can complete 
& fold the questionnaire and 
send it in a small envelope (no 
stamp required) to FREEPOST 
RRYY-HASZ-KJGU, Craftseller reader 
survey, NSM Research Ltd, PO Box 
354, Kidlington, OX5 9BR. The 
prize draw closes at 11.59pm on 
01/11/13.  Terms and conditions 
apply. See overleaf.

WIN  
A SEWING 

MACHINE 

WORTH

£189

http://www.craft-seller.com


D. YOUR SUPPLIES & MATERIALS

27) How much have you spent on the following in the last 12 

months?

Wool & yarn        

Card making supplies      

Cross stitch materials      

Jewellery supplies     

Haberdashery       

Fabric       

Textiles       

Sewing machines       

28) Where do you buy most of your supplies?

Online 01

Shop 02

Mail order 03

Other (please specify)

 04

29) And which if any of these retailers have you bought supplies 

from in the last 12 months? Tick all that apply.

ONLINE

Hobbycraft.co.uk 01

Homecrafts.co.uk 02 

Folksy.com 03

Etsy.com 04

Ebay.com 05

SHOPS

Hobbycraft 06

The Craft Shop 07

John Lewis 08

WHSmiths 09

Garden centres 10 

Local craft shop/market/fair 11

Charity shops 12

TV

QVC 13

Create and Craft TV 14

30) Do you own a sewing machine?

Yes (please go to Q32) 1 No 2

31) If not, do you intend to buy one in the next 12 months?

Yes 1 No 2

E. CHARITY & CRAFTING

32) Do you make craft to raise money for charity?

Yes 1 No 2

33) How much have you given to charity in the last 12 months?

£0 (please go to Q35) 1

£1-£50 2

£51-£200 3

£201-£500 4

£501-£1000 5

Over £1000 6

34) And if you have donated to charity in the last 12 months, which 

types of charities have you donated to? Please select all that apply.

Arts/heritage 01

Wildlife/conservation 02

Cancer 03

International aid/development 04

Children’s 05

Medical 06

Human rights 07

Religious groups 08

Other (please specify)

 09

F. YOUR INTERESTS

35) What are your interests outside of crafting?

Sports/exercise 01

Food/cooking 02

Baking 03

Countryside/outdoor 04

Vintage/antiques 05

Reading 06

Writing 07

Travel 08

The arts 09

Gardening 10

Home improvement 11

Other (please specify)

 12

36) What other magazines do you regularly read other than crafting 

magazines?

Please specify  

  

  

37) How often do you visit the following websites?

 Regularly Occasionally Never

Pinterest 1  2  3

YouTube 1  2  3

Facebook 1  2  3

Twitter 1  2  3

LinkedIn 1  2  3

Etsy 1  2  3

Folksy 1  2  3

Not on the High Street 1  2  3

www.craft-seller.com 1  2  3

www.molliemakes.com  1  2  3

www.crafts-beautiful.com 1  2  3

38) Do you have a website?

Yes  1

No, but I intend to build one  2

No, and I don’t intend to build one 3

39) Which of the following craft programmes do you watch?

 Regularly Occasionally Never

Great British Bake off 1  2  3

Kirstie’s Homemade Home 1  2  3

Handmade Revolution 1  2  3

Restoration 1  2  3

Antiques Roadshow 1  2  3

Great British Sewing Bee 1  2  3

40) How many holidays have you taken in the last 12 months?

None 1

1 2

2-3 3

4-5 4

More than 5 5

41) What were the destinations of your last 3 holidays? Please 

specify the country for each.

Please write below 

1. 1

2. 2

3. 3

42) Where do you most often buy your household food shopping? 

Please select one answer

Tesco 01

Sainsbury’s 02

Asda 03

Morrisons 04

Waitrose 05

Marks & Spencer 06

Aldi 07

Lidl 08

Other (please specify)

 09

43) Are you?

Male 1 Female 2

44) Which age band do you fall into?

15-24 1

25-34 2

35-44 3

45-54 4

55-64  5

65+ 6

45) Are you?

Married/living with partner 1

Divorced/separated 2

Single 3

Widowed 4

46) Do you have any children?

Yes 1 No (please go to Q48) 2

47) If yes, Please indicate which age groups they are in?

0-4 yrs 1

5-11 yrs 2

12-15 yrs 3

16+ yrs 4

48) Is your home?

Mortgaged 1

Owned outright 2

Rented 3

Other 4

49) What is your current working status?

Employed full time 1

Employed part time 2

Studying full time 3

Studying part time 4

Retired 5

Not working 6

Business owner 7

Self employed 8

50) Are you the main wage earner in your household

Yes 1 No 2

51) Which band does your personal income fall into

52 )And how about your combined household income, if you are 

living with a partner?

 Personal income Household income

1 Under £20,000  

2 £20-£30,000  

3 £30-£40,000  

4 £40-£50,000  

5 £50-£75,000  

6 £75-£100,000  

7 £100-£150,000  

8 £150,000+  

53) Would you be prepared to take part in future research for 

Craftseller?

Yes 1 No 2

IMMEDIATE MEDIA CO PRIZE DRAW RULES & REGULATIONS

1.PRIZE DRAW PERIOD: The Prize Draw starts on 1st October and closes at 11:59pm on 1st November 2013. The Prize Draw is sponsored by Immediate Media Company Bristol Limited (the “Sponsor”). Multi Resource Marketing (“MRM”) has been retained by the Sponsor to 

administer the Prize Draw. 2. ELIGIBILITY: This Prize Draw is open to all UK (including Channel Islands) residents (“Entrants”). All Entrants must be 18 or older at the time of entry into the Prize Draw. Employees, agents and representatives of the Sponsor, MRM, their subsidiaries 

or affiliates, and each of their respective advertising and promotion agencies are not eligible to win, nor are the families of any such employee, agent or representative or any person with whom such employee, agent or representative is domiciled. 3. THE PRIZE: There will be 1 

random draw (the“Draw”) in the Prize Draw consisting of a Janome Model J3-24 sewing machine (the “Prize”) to be given away during the Prize Draw Period. There is no cash alternative. Winners will be drawn within 30 days of the Prize Draw close date (the “Draw Date”). 4. 

HOW TO PARTICIPATE: All Entrants may enter the Prize Draw through this magazine insert only. Complete the details as requested. Each entrant will receive one (1) entry during the Prize Draw period. 5. PRIZE DRAW: The draw will be held in London, England on the Draw Date

from all eligible entries received. Winners will be determined by random drawing from all eligible entries received by MRM. The odds of winning depend on the number of eligible entries received. 6. PRIZE AWARDING: Winner will be notified within six weeks of the drawing. 

The prize will be awarded only on verification by MRM that all Prize Draw requirements have been met by the winners. Each Prize must be accepted as awarded and no substitution, transfer, conversion or assignment of The prize will be allowed. No correspondence will be 

entered into except with selected Entrants at the email address or telephone number listed on the MRM correspondence, or on the mail-in entries. MRM will notify the winner within six weeks of the Draw Date. The winner will have 12 weeks from notification to accept the 

Prize. MRM is not responsible for and shall not be liable for late, lost, misdirected or unsuccessful efforts to notify the winner. If a selected Entrant cannot be contacted within the specified time, MRM reserves the right to void that entry and select another eligible Entrant for 

that Prize. In order to be declared an official winner the selected Entrant will be required to confirm acceptance of the prize. If a selected Entrant fails to confirm acceptance to MRM within the specified number of days, the Sponsor reserves the right to void that entry and 

select another eligible Entrant for that Prize. Immediate Media Co publishes a range of magazines including Radio Times, Top Gear, Gardeners’ World, Good Food, Olive, Homes & Antiques, BBC History, BBC Music and BBC Wildlife. For details of our Privacy Policy please see 

immediatemedia.co.uk/privacy-policy. Immediate Media Company Limited. Registered Office: Vineyard House, 44 Brook Green, Hammersmith, London W6 7BT. 
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Thank you for taking the time to complete this questionnaire. If you wish 

to be included in our free prize draw please remember to fill in your name, 

address and telephone number clearly in the space provided below.

 

COME AND JOIN OUR READER PANEL!
If you’d like us to email you with details of how to join our Reader Panel, please 

provide your email address above and tick here 

Alternatively, fill out a registration form at immediateinsiders.com and we’ll be in 

touch from time to time to ask your opinion on Craftseller magazine and everything 

craft related.

Immediate Media Company Ltd, publisher of Craftseller magazine, may contact you 

with details of its products and services or to undertake research.  

Please tick here  if you would prefer not to receive such information by post 

phone or email . We may occasionally pass your details on to carefully selected 

companies whose products and services we feel may be of interest to you.  

Please tick this box if you would like to receive such information  by post  phone 

or email .

Thank you for helping

Mr/Mrs/Ms/Miss Name

Address

                                                                                      

Telephone number

Email address 

Postcode

http://Folksy.com
http://Etsy.com
http://Ebay.com
http://www.immediateinsiders.com
http://Hobbycraft.co.uk
http://Homecrafts.co.uk
http://www.craft-seller.com
http://www.molliemakes.com
http://www.crafts-beautiful.com
http://immediatemedia.co.uk/privacy-policy
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Want Craftseller to set your sales soaring? Three 
crafters reveal how something they saw in these 
pages did just that… By Katriel Costello

We launched  

their businesses!

SELL IT



“If it wasn’t for Craftseller 
I wouldn’t have been 
contacted by Jaeger”

No longer getting a creative buzz from her 

job, Natalia started sewing, then read an 

article in Craftseller that changed her life…

“After reading the 10 Top Tips for Outdoor 

Selling in Craftseller 24, I took a stall at 

Battle Summer Fayre.” Working mother-

of-two Natalia followed Craftseller’s tips 

to the letter and made £250, despite only 

being a craft seller for eight weeks. Natalia 

also gained money-can’t-buy confidence.

“Getting feedback was fabulous. Loads 

of people said how beautifully made 

everything was, and how striking the stall 

looked. I was over the moon.”

Natalia started crafting after she found 

the perfect lampshade, but with a £200 

price tag. So she decided to make one 

instead. “I bought a book on how to do it, 

found a frame at a tip, then stripped, re-

covered and lined it.”

Natalia’s partner, Chris, bought her a 

copy of Craftseller. “I was so inspired, 

I decided to see whether I could sell my 

lampshades.” Mols & Tati-Lois was born, a 

Facebook page set up and Etsy and Folksy 

stores opened. But the article about selling 

at fairs really drove Natalia’s success. 

“I followed it like it was the 

Bible, from not wearing sunglasses 

because people like to make 

eye contact, to taking pegs to 

fasten things. It was a windy 

day, and the pegs stopped the 

lampshades blowing away!”

Like many craft sellers,  

Natalia found it hard to sell 

herself at first. “But after 

the initial fear, I settled 

into it and started to really 

enjoy talking to people about what 

I was doing.” The fair has done 

wonders for Natalia’s confidence – 

she’s just about to start selling her 

wares in a designer antiques and 

handmade shop.

It’s been a long journey but Tanya’s finally 

crafting to sell, thanks to an irresistible 

project she saw in Craftseller…

“I designed my first pair of shoes after 

seeing a pattern for baby bootees in 

Craftseller magazine. I made one pair and 

was hooked – I made four pairs that week.”

Taught to sew by her dad when she was 

six, in 2012 Tanya was looking for a reason 

to craft more, and started to think about 

making to sell so she could work from 

home. But she had no idea how to start. 

“That was when I saw Craftseller. The 

title alone was enough to make me buy it –  

I didn’t even check the price.” Tanya was 

on the lookout for an irresistible product 

and, after she’d bought a couple of issues 

of Craftseller, she found it. “The turning 

point came in issue 19, which featured the 

cutest felt bootees. I made a pair straight 

away. Then I just kept on making baby 

shoes.” Tanya found her niche and finally 

felt confident enough to set up a business. 

Tanya’s no stranger to a career change – 

she’s been an anger management therapist, 

hairdresser, professional artist and youth 

worker – but says she’s happiest craft 

selling, because it offers more flexibility 

and a much better life balance.  

“Eventually I want to set up a support 

group for people affected by pre- and 

post-natal depression, and for Momatuvi to 

sponsor that. I’ve suffered with depression 

and find sewing so therapeutic. I’d like 

to help others find their way creatively 

through this debilitating illness, too.”

A crafter since age 11, Katherine found 

that Craftseller gave her the marketing 

knowledge she needed to succeed...

“I mainly buy Craftseller for the business 

advice. I saw how other craft sellers were 

marketing their goods and how important 

it is to get your stuff out online.”

Katherine started blogging and tweeting, 

then set up a Facebook business page, 

posted images on Pinterest and opened up 

a shop on Folksy. Enjoying modest sales, 

her activity on social media and a change 

in direction with her product meant her 

business soon started accelerating. 

“I was making shabby-chic items from 

ditsy material, until I went to an interiors 

fair and was blown away by some fifties-

style retro fabrics. I took some pieces home 

and created the Aloha Girls washbags.”

Katherine posted photos of her work on 

Facebook and the response was immediate 

– people loved them. “Before the Aloha 

Girls I was selling one or two units a week 

but, after going retro, by the Christmas 

peak it was up to 50 units a week. Since 

then it’s averaged 15 units.”

Katherine’s designs were spotted by 

luxury fashion label, Jaeger, along with 

several other smaller retailers. She’s now 

selling her makes through no less than 

seven shops. “I still work part-time, but 

Katherine Thompson Handmade definitely 

feels like a proper business now, rather 

than just a hobby.”  

 Katherine puts her success down to 

the internet. “For me, the best thing 

about social media is being able to get 

my products out there, floating around 

cyberspace, where they can be found by 

the right people. On a weekly basis I’m now 

approached by bloggers or journalists who 

want to feature my bags, and if it wasn’t for 

Craftseller and setting up a business page 

on Facebook, I wouldn’t have been asked to 

make samples for Jaeger.” 

Natalia Price-Cabrera 

(Mols & Tati-Lois), from 

Horam in East Sussex, 

makes and sells soft 

furnishings and upcycled 

furniture on Etsy, Folksy 

and at craft fairs

Tanya Heasley 

(Momatuvi), from 

Harleston in Norfolk, 

makes and sells baby 

shoes and clothing on 

Etsy, Folksy and her 

mama and baby website

Katherine Thompson 

(Katherine Thompson 

Handmade), from 

Benenden in Kent, makes 

and sells bespoke and 

themed bags on Folksy, 

Etsy and her own website

SELL IT



5 vital websites to 

visit before you begin

1 REGISTER RIGHT

Visit hmrc.gov.uk/businesses to find out if you 
need to set up your business as a company, or 
just register as self-employed. There’s loads of 
helpful information on here, and if you go to 
‘frequently asked questions’ you’ll find even 
more useful guidance. 

2 TRADEMARKS & COPYRIGHT

If you want to protect your idea, find out how 
at gov.uk – go to ‘Trademarks, copyright & 
intellectual property.’

3 START-UP ADVICE

We like startupbritain.co for its accessibility. 
Click on the Inspiration tab at the top, and 
you’ll find some really helpful links for starting 
and growing your business.

4 CRAFTSELLER

With tips from like-minded sellers on how to 
talk to your customers and how to get the 
most from your blog, check out our friendly 
blog at craft-seller.com. You might even find 
an inspiring how-to tutorial while you’re there.

5 SAFETY STANDARDS

Make sure your toys and plushies comply 
to safety regulations by following the 
clearly set-out advice on this government 
website: gov.uk/toy-manufacturers-and-
their-responsibilities. And if you’re selling 
food, find helpful labelling guidance and vital 
information on allergies at the Food Standards 
Agency website, food.gov.uk

1 Natalia has branched out from lampshades to sell 
all sorts of hand-sewn items 2 Tanya’s first pair 
of baby bootees, inspired by Craftseller 3 These 
polka-dot baby sandals are Tanya’s own design 
for her baby boutique 4 Natalia’s cushions mix 
dark and delicate motifs and fabrics 5 Katherine 
designed chic washbags for her Jaeger samples

3

4 5

2

1

http://startupbritain.co
http://craft-seller.com.
http://gov.uk/toy-manufacturers-and-
http://hmrc.gov.uk/businesses
http://food.gov.uk


http://www.thefabricloft.co.uk
http://www.elephantinmyhandbag.com
http://www.thesewingshopcanterbury.co.uk
mailto:sales@thesewingshopcanterbury.co.uk
http://www.stickytigersupplies.co.uk
mailto:contact@stickytigersupplies.co.uk


http://www.thesoapkitchen.co.uk
http://www.seamstar.co.uk
http://www.thatcraftplace.co.uk
http://www.bloomingfelt.co.uk


Christmas chums
This seasonal amigurumi trio will bring a stockingful of Christmas cheer 

to your shoppers, and swell your yuletide takings! By Liz Ward

MAKE A 
PROFIT!

MAKE FOR £5

 

 

FOR £15

CROCHET IT
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Basic head and body

Using 3.5mm crochet hook, start with Nature 

yarn for elf and Santa, and Red Brick for 

gingerbread man.

Start with 6dc into magic ring. 6sts.

Round 1: 2dc into each st to the end. 12sts.

Round 2: (dc in the first st, 2dc in the next 

st); repeat to end. 18sts.

Round 3: (dc in the first two sts, 2dc in the 

next st); repeat to end. 24sts.

Round 4: (dc in the first three sts, 2dc in the 

next st); repeat to end. 30sts.

Round 5: (dc in the first nine sts, 2dc in the 

next st); repeat to end. 33sts.

Round 6: (dc in the first ten sts, 2dc in the 

next st); repeat to end. 36sts.

Rounds 7-10: dc in each st to the end. 36sts. 

*Mark round 8 with a stitch marker.*

Round 11: (dc2tog, dc in next ten sts); 

repeat to end. 33sts.

Round 12: (dc2tog, dc in next nine sts); 

repeat to end. 30sts.

Round 13: (dc2tog, dc in next three sts); 

repeat to end. 24sts.

Round 14: (dc2tog, dc in next two sts); 

repeat to end. 18sts.

*Insert the toy eyes now. They go on the 

marked round, 7sts apart. Use 9mm (¼in) 

for Santa and elf and 12mm (½in) for 

gingerbread man.*

Round 15: (dc2tog); repeat to end. 9sts.  

*Stuff the head now.*

Round 16: dc into each st to the end. 9sts.

*Change to Green yarn for elf, Red for Santa 

and continue in Red Brick for gingerbread man.*

Round 17: (dc in the first two sts, 2dc in the 

next st); repeat to end. 12sts.

Round 18: dc into each st to the end. 12sts.

Round 19: (dc in the first three sts, 2dc in 

the next st); repeat to end. 15sts.

Round 20: dc into each st to the end. 15sts.

Round 21: (dc in the first four sts, 2dc in the 

next st); repeat to end. 18sts.

Round 22: dc into each st to the end. 18sts.

Round 23: (dc in the first five sts, 2dc in the 

next st); repeat to end. 21sts.

Round 24: dc into each st to the end. 21sts.

Round 25: (dc in the first six sts, 2dc in the 

next st); repeat to end. 24sts.

Round 26: (dc in the first five sts, 2dc in the 

next st); repeat to end. 28sts.

Round 27: dc into each st to the end. 28sts.

Round 28: (dc in the first 13sts, 2dc in the 

next st); repeat to end. 30sts.

Round 29: *Skip this round for gingerbread 

man.* BLO dc into each st to the end. 30sts. 

Round 30: (dc2tog, dc in next three sts); 

repeat to end. 24sts.

Round 31: (dc2tog, dc in next two sts); 

repeat to end. 18sts.

Round 32: (dc2tog, dc in next st); repeat to 

end. 12sts. 

*Stuff the figure now.*

Round 33: (dc2tog); repeat to end. 6sts.

Cut the yarn, leaving a long tail, and pull 

through loop to secure. 

Using a wool needle, weave the yarn through 

the last six sts and pull tight to close. Weave 

in yarn ends and cut off remaining yarn.

Elf only:

Rejoin the Green yarn to the loops created on 

round 27.

Rounds 1-3: dc into each st to the end. 30sts.

Cut yarn, leaving a long tail, and pull through 

loop to secure. Weave in and cut off loose end.

Santa only:

Rejoin the Red yarn to the loops created on 

round 27.

Rounds 1-6: dc into each st to the end. 30sts.

Cut yarn, leaving a long tail, and pull through 

loop to secure. Weave in and cut off loose end.

Legs (make 2)

Elf and Santa: 

Using 3.5mm crochet hook, start in Green 

yarn for elf, and Black yarn for Santa.

Start with 6dc into magic ring. 6st.

Round 1: 2dc into each st to the end. 12sts.

Rounds 2-3: dc into each st to the end. 12sts.

Round 4: (dc2tog, dc in next st); repeat to 

end. 9sts.

*Change to Red. Alternate Red and White 

every two rounds for elf. Work straight in Red 

for Santa.*

Rounds 5-16: dc into each st to the end. 12sts. 

Cut yarn, leaving a long tail, and pull through 

loop to secure. Stuff and sew in place on body.

Gingerbread man: 

Start with 6dc into magic ring. 6sts. 

A
s the nights start to close in, crafting 

for Christmas can begin in earnest 

– and if you turn your attention to 

making a few sets of these cheeky Christmas 

chaps, we’re sure you’ll have a big hit on 

your hands! Perfect for craft fairs or seasonal 

bazaars, they’ll fast become family heirlooms 

that buyers will bring out and enjoy every 

year. They take a bit of time to create, but 

because each character uses such a small 

amount of yarn they can be produced quite 

cheaply, so you’ll get a good return on your 

time investment when you sell them. 

INFORMATION

Materials

*  50g Rico Design Essential Cotton 

DK in Nature (051), Red Brick (072), 

Black (090), White (080), Red 

(002), Green (045) and Brown (078)

*  10g James C Brett Flutterby Chunky 

in White (or any fluffy white yarn)

*  3.5mm (UK 9, US E/4) crochet hook 

* 4.5mm (UK 7, US 7) crochet hook

*  9mm (¼in) and 12mm (½in) safety 

toy eyes

* Wool needle

* Toy stuffing

*  Gold, red and white embroidery 

thread

* Felt in red and black

* Fabric glue

*  Cream ric-rac braid, red gingham 

ribbon, white pom-pom, gold bell 

(optional) and heart buttons

Size: 20 x 6cm (7¾ x 2½in) 

Skill level: Moderate

How to make the festive trio

ABBREVIATIONS

BLO  work in the back loop of the 
stitch only

ch chain
dc double crochet
dc2tog  double crochet 2sts together
sl st slip stitch
st(s) stitch(es)
tr treble crochet

CROCHET IT
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Change the hair 

colour to make  

a variety of elves 

Round 1: 2dc into each st to the end. 12sts. 

Rounds 2-16: dc into each st to the end. 12sts. 

Cut the yarn, leaving a long tail, and pull 

through loop to secure.  

Stuff and sew in place on the body.

Arms (make 2)

Elf and Santa: 

Using 3.5mm crochet hook, start in Brown 

yarn for elf, and Black yarn for Santa.  

Start with 6dc into magic ring. 6sts.

Round 1: (dc in the first st, 2dc in the next 

st); repeat to end. 9sts.

Round 2: dc into each st to the end. 9sts.

Round 3: (dc2tog, dc in next st); repeat to 

end. 6sts.

*Change to Green yarn for elf, and Red yarn 

for Santa*

Rounds 4-13: dc into each st to the end. 6sts. 

Cut yarn, leaving a long tail, and pull through 

loop to secure. 

Stuff and sew in place on the body.

Gingerbread man:

Start with 6dc into magic ring. 6sts.

Round 1: (dc in the first st, 2dc in the next 

st); repeat to end. 9sts.

Rounds 2-13: dc into each st to the end. 9sts.

Cut the yarn, leaving a long tail, and pull 

through loop to secure. 

Stuff and sew in place on the body.

Hat (Elf & Santa)

Using 3.5mm crochet hook, start in Red yarn 

for elf and Santa. Alternate Red and White 

every two rounds for elf.

Start with 4dc into magic ring. 4sts.

Rounds 1-16: 2dc into first st, (dc in each st 

to end). 20sts.

Round 17: (dc in the first nine sts, 2dc in the 

next st); repeat to end. 22sts.

Round 18: (dc in the first ten sts, 2dc in the 

next st); repeat to end. 24sts.

Round 19: (dc in the first 11sts, 2dc in the 

next st); repeat to end. 26sts.

Round 20: (dc in the first 12sts, 2dc in the 

next st); repeat to end. 28sts.

Round 21: (dc in the first 13sts, 2dc in the 

next st); repeat to end. 30sts.

Round 22: (dc in the first 14sts, 2dc in the 

next st); repeat to end. 32sts.

*Change to White yarn for elf and Santa.*

Rounds 23-27: dc into each st to the end. 

32sts.

Cut yarn, leaving a long tail, and pull through 

loop to secure. 

Stuff and sew in place on the head.

Elf Ears

Use 3.5mm crochet hook and Nature yarn. 

Start with 4dc into magic ring. 4sts.

Rounds 1-4: dc in each st to end. 4sts.

Cut yarn, leaving a long tail, and pull through 

loop to secure. 

Stuff and sew in place on the head.

Santa Hair

Use 4mm crochet hook and fluffy white yarn. 

Ch20.

Row 1: 1tr in each chain stitch.

Cut yarn, leaving a long tail, and pull through 

loop to secure. 

Stuff and sew in place on face, just under hat.

Santa Beard

Use 4mm crochet hook and fluffy yarn. This is 

not worked in a spiral.

Ch16. Sl st to form a loop.

Row 1: dc in the next seven ch sts. Ch1, turn. 

7sts. (Continue to work on these 7sts only).

Rows 2-4: dc2tog, dc in each st to the end. 

Ch1, turn. 4sts at end of row 4.

Row 5: dc2tog twice. Ch1, turn. 2sts.

Row 6: dc2tog. 1st.

Cut yarn, leaving a long tail, and pull through 

loop to secure. 

SAFETY FIRST Hand-crafted amigurumi items 

are collectible and are not intended as toys 

or for young children. However, always 

make sure you use natural yarns, safe toy 

stuffing and safe toy eyes. Pay attention 

when stitching together and adding detail, 

so that everything is securely attached. 

Remember, if you intend on selling 

them, even if they are not sold as toys, 

there are strict regulations to adhere to. 

Visit craft-seller.com/free-downloads for 

more legal advice on child safety. 

Stuff and sew in place on the face.

Making Up

Elf:

Glue and sew a bell to the end of the hat.

Cut thin strips of red felt and glue in place 

around the arms to form cuffs. Cut a long 'B' 

shape out of red felt and glue and sew in 

place at the neck, to form the collar. Cut a 

strip of black felt, 1cm (¼in) wide, and glue 

round the middle to form belt.

Use gold embroidery thread and long stitches 

to create a buckle in the middle of the belt.

Cut small lengths of brown yarn and use a 

wool needle to thread through the stitches 

just under the hat. Knot in place to form hair. 

Embroider a nose using Natural yarn, then 

add a mouth using red embroidery thread.

Santa:

Glue and sew lengths of the fluffy white yarn 

around the arms, legs and around the jacket 

to form the cuffs and trim. Glue and sew a 

white pom-pom to the end of Santa’s hat. 

Cut short lengths of the same yarn and glue 

above the eyes for bushy eyebrows.

Cut a strip of black felt, 1.5cm (½in) wide, 

and glue round the belly to form the belt. Use 

gold embroidery thread and long stitches to 

create a buckle over the belt. 

Embroider a nose using Natural yarn, then 

add a mouth using red embroidery thread.

Gingerbread man:

Use the photo as a guide to cut a smile out of 

black felt, glue then sew onto the face.

Cut short strips of cream ric-rac and glue then 

sew in place around the arms and legs for the 

icing. Sew heart buttons in place on the body 

of your gingerbread man, and finish by tying 

a ribbon in a bow round his neck. 

CROCHET IT
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SELL IT

You’ve made it, 
now sell it...

1 
Mix up the details. Swap buttons for 

beads, and trims for ribbons, to make 

each and every character unique. 2 
Add cute touches. Pop a candy 

cane, or a recipe for mince pies and 

gingerbread, into the packaging with 

each crochet character that you sell. 

3 
Think beyond Christmas. The 

gingerbread man has year-long 

appeal. Don't leave him gathering 

dust post-yuletide – re-list him in the new 

year and remove the 'festive' references.

4 
Create a 'seasonal stocking fillers' 

section on your site, add these chaps 

and tweet/pin links back to the 

newly created page to drive traffic.

5 
Offer a tempting discount. As well 

as selling each character individually, 

market your makes as a set of three 

for a more appealing price.

6
Perfect your props – create magical 

product imagery with candy canes, 

paper snowflakes and wrapped gifts.

7
Make tree decorations by whipping 

up smaller versions of the characters 

and adding ribbon or wire loops.

8 
Print out a festive poem (we love 

'Twas The Night Before Christmas) 

and stick it inside a gift box for a 

sweet Christmas packaging idea.

9 
Create a Pinterest board of your 

festive amigurumi makes to get other 

crochet fans hitting the 'pin it' button.

10  
Quality is key. Tie in ends, and 

only ever sell something you'd be 

prepared to buy yourself. 
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Follow our top tips to help you sell your festive crochet characters

NOW SELLING ON... 

Folksy: Bitten & whole gingerbread 
men by No Shrinking Violet, £5

Etsy: Amigurumi Christmas Santa 
Claus pattern by AllSoCute, £2

Etsy: Crocheted Christmas Santa face 
ornaments by Brendcurrie, £6.59 



Q&A

Our panel of experts is on hand to answer all 

your crafting and selling questions

Cast off!

Q  
I want to knit clothes for my young teenage daughters, but they tell me all 

the patterns I’ve shown them just aren’t ‘banging’ enough, and they even 

complain about the wool! I have to admit, I agree – the choices seem to veer from 

tiny tots to OAPs. Any suggestions?

HILARY HECKMAN, LEWES, BRIGHTON

A  We ran your query past Rowan – an internationally renowned, design-

led luxury handknit yarn company that’s committed to creating 

contemporary, exciting yarns. If anybody knows about ‘banging’ knits, Rowan 

does, and the company also places an emphasis on yarns sourced from organic, 

natural fibres. Rowan suggests you try its Navajo Collection, which is free if you 

register at knitrowan.com. Also sign up to knitty.com for achingly fashionable 

ideas and free knits. We love the checked jumper from Boadicea Binnerts, who 

says: “The sweater drapes to flatter natural curves and you can wear it inside out!”

For young, 
cool knits try 
knitrowan.com
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Ask us

Marilyn Monroe

Q  
Can I use Marilyn Monroe’s image on cards 

that I have made to sell? My friend says I can’t, 

as her face is copyrighted.  

BEE CORDEIRO, BY EMAIL

A   In 2007, the New York Courts ruled Marilyn 

Monroe’s heirs cannot claim post-mortem 

publicity rights because she died before the 

enactment of the statute was passed. So, according 

to this Court, her image, likeness and persona are 

all in the public domain, which means it’s free to do 

with as you will (however, please remember that 

copyrights to any actual photographs are a different 

matter.) It is also worth doing regular news checks 

on the issue, as Monroe LLC – the group that looks 

after her estate – has appealed several times to have 

this decision overturned. But it looks like Marilyn 

herself knew the answer when she said: “I knew I 

belonged to the public and to the world.”

Marilyn’s face is  
one of the most 
famous in the world

http://knitrowan.com
http://knitrowan.com.
http://knitty.com


MY TOP 
TEN TIPS
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Q&A

1 
Undervalue your 

work, and you 

undervalue yourself. 

2 
Take plenty of 

breaks – they 

produce fresh ideas.

3 
Love what you do, 

do what you love.

 

4 
Take advantage 

of social media to 

hear about events.

5 
Tag your tweets, 

Instagram photos 

and Tumblr posts. 

6 
Be organised – 

tidying your desk 

saves time in the end.

7 
If an order is late, 

give customers 

something extra.

8 
Set yourself 

targets and 

deadlines to stick to.

9 
Don’t expect a  

big profit at first.

10 
Having a day 

job is fine – a 

regular wage helps.

KAYLEIGH O’MARA 

Kayleigh O’Mara 

(kayleighomara on 

folksy.com) sells prints, 

cards and stationery, as 

well as jewellery she 

describes as ‘wearable 

illustrated products’.

Angie has taught 
all sorts of people 
to enjoy mosaics

Mosaic magic

Q  
I’ve done crafts as a hobby for years, and I love 

your magazine. You’ve inspired me to start 

chasing my dreams – one of which is to learn more 

about mosaics. I’d love to do a course, and maybe 

even travel abroad to learn more about it. There are 

so many options to choose from – can you suggest  

where I should start looking?

SUSIE MILLER, BY EMAIL

A  As winter draws in, you are right, now is the 

time to be dreaming of far-flung holidays – 

and what a great way to justify it by throwing in 

an arts and crafts experience and learning a new 

skill! We tracked down this wonderful company, 

mosaic-courses.com, which is suitable for newbies 

and situated in the glorious countryside of western 

France. Tutor, Angie West, is originally from 

Somerset and with over 17 years of mosaic making, 

several books, lots of exhibitions and unique 

commissions under her belt, you’re in safe hands.

Bonnie and bright

Q  
I recently made a paper dragon for St David’s 

Day and it went down a storm. I’d like to do 

something to mark St Andrew’s Day, but am a bit 

stuck for ideas. Do you have any suggestions? 

KAREN, BY EMAIL

A    You’ll be spoilt for Celtic choice once you 

take a look at Knit Your Own Scotland 

by Ruth Bailey and Jackie Holt. Available from 

      

FAQ
This month our 

top Facebook 

question is…

Q I want to do some 

prints, turning about 

20 words into the shape 

of different objects… a 

castle, a Christmas tree, 

a pram, to put on cards 

and to frame. What 

program do I need? 

AMY HUGHES

A Tagul.com is a free 

online service that 

generates shapes using 

your own words. They’ve 

devised a custom tool to 

create your own designs, 

but do advise keeping 

it simple, so 20 words 

should be about perfect.

Why not jet off 
to France to 
learn the art  
of mosaic?

blackandwhitepublishing.co.uk (£9.99), there are 

step-by-step instructions on how to knit famous 

Scottish faces and characters new and old, such as 

National Bard Robert Burns, Braveheart William 

Wallace, Bonnie Prince Charlie, Scottie dogs, the 

Loch Ness monster, bagpipes and much more. 

There’s even the fine-looking and very woolly 

Wimbledon champ, Andy Murray. Check out 

knityourownscotland.co.uk for more Scottish fun. 

Knit every famous Scottish face, 
place and product you can think of 

http://folksy.com
http://ATagul.com
http://mosaic-courses.com
http://blackandwhitepublishing.co.uk
http://knityourownscotland.co.uk
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Q&A

Search for Craftseller 
on facebook.com

@craftsellermag yourletters@ 
craft-seller.com

Dear Craftseller, 9th Floor, 
Tower House, Fairfax 
Street, Bristol BS1 3BN

When you have your own business, it’s really 

important to be able to get yourself the best deals 

while you are buying or selling. You can save time 

and money, find suppliers that you enjoy doing 

business with, and gain confidence in the process.

Some basic starting points:

1 
Consider all the possible elements you can 

bring into a deal (delivery time, price, storage, 

payment terms, volume, quality of product, time 

of year, etc). What’s important to you, for example 

– publicity, quick delivery or delayed payments?

2 
It is worth spending time preparing well. Find 

out as much as you can about the person, 

company and situation you are in. The more 

information you have, the better.

3 
Don’t assume anything – ask lots of questions. 

Try to get as much information as possible, as 

this will help you be creative with your proposals. 

For example, if you have cash to spend, they 

may give you a reduced price. If they have good 

marketing (newsletter etc), they may include 

an advert for you. They may be overstocked in a 

certain item which you need as an ‘add on’. 

4 
Listen to the words they are using or writing, 

and mirror them – this tends to make people 

feel at ease. Often people only hear what they 

want to, so be clear, write everything down, repeat 

your offer, and read emails carefully.

5 
Give yourself time to consider their proposal 

to come to the best solution. If possible, wait 

a few days before responding to the offer. If the 

people you’re dealing with think you might not be 

interested, they may make a better offer. 

6 
Summarise. At the end of a deal, write down 

all the deal points in detail and make sure the 

other person agrees with your ‘deal memo’.

GUEST EXPERT
CHLOË ASKWITH, author of How to 

Negotiate (£5, harriman-house.com), 

has experience of working with large 

corporations, as well as small start-up 

companies. She believes that we all 

need good negotiation skills.

ESSENTIAL CRAFT TOOL

NAME: Aquila Cook

SHOP: Love & Lovelier

WEBSITE: LoveandLovelier 

on etsy.com

TYPE: Ceramic gifts

TOOL: Kiln 

COST: £300 secondhand

“I made five love spoons, 

and I took them to a local 

gift shop. I was shocked 

to receive an order worth 

over £500! Suddenly I 

was in need of a kiln. 

Luckily, celtickilncare.co.uk

had a secondhand one 

for sale. That first order 

paid for it, and I drove it 

home in my boot.

   I need to fire all my 

ceramics twice – first to 

change the clay from 

brittle to hard, then I 

glaze the pieces and fire 

them again. 

Both firings 

go to over 

1000°C, and it 

takes 24 hours to 

fire then return to room 

temperature.

   I’m forever indebted to 

my kiln. It enables me to 

work from home so I can 

care for my daughters, 

both of whom have Cystic 

Fibrosis. Being at home 

to do all the medicines 

and attend appointments 

is really important.”

Glad of brads

Q  
What are brads? Anything to do with Angelinas?!

FRAN, BY FACEBOOK

A  You joke, but once you 

start using them, you 

might find you need them in 

your life as much as Angelina 

Jolie needs her Brad! Brads are 

a type of fastener, typically 

(but not exclusively) round in 

shape, with two metal prongs 

that extend out of the back. 

These are passed through the 

surface and then flattened out 

to create a secure hold. Brads 

are often used in cardmaking, 

scrapbooking, artwork, 

decorations, jewellery and 

ornaments – in fact, there’s 

not much you can’t do with a 

brad if you put your mind to 

it! We love these Tilda Summer 

Blues brads as embellishments,  

available from pandurohobby.

co.uk priced at £4.99. 

Make sure you 
have some pretty 

brads in your stash

http://etsy.com
http://facebook.com
mailto:yourletters@craft-seller.com
mailto:yourletters@craft-seller.com
http://celtickilncare.co.uk
http://www.pandurohobby.co.uk
http://www.pandurohobby.co.uk
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INFORMATION

Materials

* Doodlebug Halloween Papers

* Coloured cardstock

* Glitter card

* Ribbon

* Twine

* Cellophane bag and sweets

* Oasis

* Empty jar

* Various nesting dies

* Glue gun

* Adhesive

* Craft knife 

* Decorative drinking straw

* Brads

* Lolly stick

* Double-sided tape

Size: Varies

Skill level: Moderate

Make a crafty tenner
Use simple papercrafting techniques to make treats and decorations that will create  

a talking point on your stall, or at any bonfire night party. By Katie Skilton

H
elp make this year’s bonfire parties 

go off with a bang, using these 

colourful decorations! We’ve used 

leftover papers from our Halloween crafts, 

but these pieces can be adapted for any 

celebration. Not only can you make bunting 

and rosettes to brighten up the room, we 

also have cupcake toppers, sweet bags and 

table decorations, too. The vivid colours and 

sparkles are sure to keep the bonfire theme 

going, and warm up all the party guests!

Bunting

1
Cut ribbon for your length of bunting. 

Die-cut scalloped triangles from black 

cardstock to fill the length. Add two layers of 

glittery or patterned paper to each triangle.

2
Die-cut glitter stars in two sizes 

and stick to alternate flags. Make 

pinwheels from a 5cm (2in) square for every 

other flag (see pinwheel instructions below). 

3
Stick twine to back of the pinwheels, 

and attach to flags using a glue gun.

4  Punch a hole in top two corners of each 

flag, then thread onto ribbon.

Table decoration

1
For the pinwheel, cut a 15cm (6in) 

square of paper and fold in quarters to 

find the centre. Punch a hole here. Cut a line 

from each corner to the centre, stopping 1cm 

(½in) before the hole. Punch a hole on the 

left side of each section, so you have four 

holes. Line the five holes up, add a glitter 

star and use a brad to hold it all together.

2
Stick ribbon and a straw to the back. 

Stick on a circle to hide the workings. 

3
Cover an old jar with a strip of 

patterned paper. Layer with a smaller 

strip and ribbon. Die-cut a plain and 

scalloped circle and stick to the front of the 

jar. Add a glitter star on top.

4
Put a piece of Oasis into the jar. Secure 

the pinwheel in it. Cut and curl thin 

strips of paper. Use these to cover the Oasis.

Hanging rosettes 

1
Cut two strips of paper 30.5 x 7.5cm 

(12 x 3in). Concertina fold every 1.5cm 

(¾in), then stick ends together in a loop.

2  Use a die-cut circle to hold the rosette 

flat. Add a scalloped and plain circle to 

the front. Stick a glitter star to the centre and 

punch a hole. Thread ribbon through to hang.

Cupcake toppers 

1
Die-cut two scalloped circles in black. 

Layer with a smaller circle.  

2  Add a glitter star or pinwheel to the 

centre of the circle.

3
Stick a lolly stick to the back. Stick the 

other scalloped circle to the back.

Sweet bags

1
Take a long, thin cellophane bag and 

fill with desired sweets.

2  Die-cut a rectangle shape and fold 

in half. Die-cut a scalloped circle and 

circle, and layer. Add a glitter star.

3  Wrap twine around the scored 

rectangle and using double-sided tape, 

stick to the top of the bag. 

How to make the party decorations

MAKE IT
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A
ny dedicated chef or seasoned 

baker would be delighted with this 

matching apron, tea towel and oven 

glove set. As sponging is quick and easy to 

do, you can make a healthy return on your 

time. And you can easily adapt the apron and 

oven glove for children or gentlemen cooks  

– just scale the template up or down, and 

you’ll have an option for the whole family. 

The Nordic blue and red colour scheme 

makes a refreshing change from traditional 

red and green, and will look fantastic in both 

modern and farmhouse kitchens alike.

INFORMATION

Materials

* Sponges: one for each paint colour

*  Blue and red fabric paint, or acrylic 

paint mixed with fabric medium

*  1.5m (60in) linen fabric (makes a 

set of three)

* 50cm (20in) wadding

* 5m (5 yds) wide bias binding 

* 3m (4 yds) cotton tape (webbing)

* 2 large buttons

* Craft knife

*  Flat-bottomed container such as  

an old plate 

Size: Apron fits sizes 10-14 

Skill level: Easy

Sponge printing technique

1
Using the template on p102, cut out 

tree shapes and small circles from the 

sponges, using a craft knife. For each item, 

check the measurements of your fabric 

before starting to sponge.  

2
Use either acrylic paint (ideally mixed 

with a fabric medium) or fabric paint 

and pour into a flat-bottomed container or 

small tray. Dip the tree-shaped sponge into 

the paint and allow it to soak into the 

sponge. Make prints by holding the 

paint-laden sponge flat on the fabric and 

pressing gently. You may get two or three 

prints from one dip.

3
Repeat with a different colour, using 

different sponges for different colours. 

Dip the circle-shaped sponge into the paint 

and use to make random, contrasting baubles 

on the trees. Allow to dry thoroughly and fix 

the paint by ironing (check manufacturer’s 

instructions for heat-setting the paint before 

you begin sewing).

Apron

1
Cut a pocket piece measuring 41 x 

21cm (14¼ x 8¼in). Print three trees 

onto the pocket using the sponging 

technique. Allow to dry. Using the template 

diagram on p102 as a guide, create a pattern 

for the main apron shape from a rectangle 

measuring 82 x 27cm (32¼ x 10½in), drawn 

onto paper. This will form the pattern for half 

the apron. Take a piece of fabric and fold in 

half, then lay the pattern onto the fold of the 

fabric and pin in place. Cut out the fabric and 

unfold.

2
Fold 41cm (14¼in) of bias binding in 

half lengthways, and press. Sew the 

binding along the top edge of apron pocket. 

Turn the pocket side edges and bottom edge 

under by 1cm (¼in), and press. Pin pocket 

centrally on the front of the apron, 22cm 

(8¾in) up from the bottom raw edge. Stitch 

around the pocket, close to the folded edge. 

Stitch again, 1cm (¼in) inside the first row of 

stitching, making sure you have enclosed all 

of the raw edges inside the pocket. »

How to make the kitchen set

More ways than one…
Combine the technique of sponging with some simple sewing, to make a truly  

unique set for a Christmas kitchen. By Wendy Massey

PRINT IT
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3
Fold 80cm (31½in) of bias binding in 

half lengthways, and press. Sew the 

binding to the two curved sides of the apron, 

making sure you keep the tape neat as you 

sew around the curve, enclosing the raw 

edge inside the binding. Fold the top edge of 

the apron towards the front by 1cm (¼in),  

and press. Place binding along the raw edge 

to cover it. Sew the binding in place, 

carefully folding the raw edges of the 

binding underneath to neaten, and enclosing 

the raw edge of the apron.

4
Turn under the two straight side edges 

and bottom edge of the apron by 1cm 

(¼in), and press. Repeat, so that the hem is 

doubled and the raw edge is enclosed within 

it. Pin in place, but don’t sew it just yet.

5
Pin two 80cm (31½in) straps of cotton 

tape at both waist-level corners, tucking 

the ends under the hem you’ve just pressed 

and pinned. Stitch hem ino place as well as 

the cotton tape. Sew 75cm (29½in) cotton 

tape to the two bib corners, folding the ends 

of the tape back and tucking it underneath, 

forming a 5cm (2in) loop (optional) and 

ensuring the raw end is underneath where 

the stitching will secure it. Stitch a small 

rectangle enclosing the raw edge, to secure 

the tape in place. Sew a button in place on 

top of the tape, covering any stitching.

Tea towel

1
Cut a fabric piece measuring 16 x 53cm 

(6¼ x 21in). Print three trees onto the 

fabric using the sponging technique. Allow to 

dry. Cut another fabric piece measuring 73 x 

53cm (28¾ x 21in).

2
Lay the sponged piece on top of the 

plain piece, matching the two raw 

edges at the bottom. Cut 53cm (21in) of bias 

binding and lay it along the top edge of the 

sponged fabric, covering the raw edge. Sew 

along both edges of binding, at the same 

time sewing both fabric pieces together.

3
Turn under the sides of the tea towel by 

1cm (¼in), and press. Repeat to make a 

double hem. Pin and sew. Repeat at top and 

bottom edge. Cut a 9cm (3½in) piece of red 

cotton tape to fit diagonally across one corner. 

Hand-sew in place to make a hanging loop. 

Oven glove

1
Cut four pieces of fabric measuring  

20 x 25cm (8 x 9¾in) and two pieces 

measuring 84 x 20cm (33 x 8in). Take two of 

the smaller pieces and sponge a tree onto 

each one. Leave to dry. Create curves at each 

end of the long piece, using a circle (such as 

a CD or plate) to trace around, making sure 

all the corners match each other. Create 

matching curves on the bottom two corners 

of each smaller piece.

2
Cut one 84 x 20cm (33 x 8in) piece and 

two 20 x 25cm (8 x 9¾in) pieces from 

wadding, and curve the corners to match the 

fabric pieces. 

3
Sandwich the wadding between the 

pocket pieces (one painted, one plain, 

with right sides facing out). Cut two pieces of 

bias binding, press in half lengthways, and 

sew along the top edge of each pocket.

4
Sandwich the wadding between the 

two long pieces of fabric, again with 

right sides facing out. Pin in place. Then place 

the two pocket pieces on either end of the 

long narrow piece, with right sides facing out 

and the tree images showing on the front. 

Pin all the layers together.

5
Open up the bias binding on one side, 

and pin it all the way around the 

outside edge of the oven glove, leaving a 

small seam allowance just the width of the 

fold in the bias tape. Place a small loop of 

cotton tape at the centre of the gloves, under 

the bias. Stitch the binding in place through 

all the layers, around all the edges. Where 

the ends of the binding overlap, fold under 

the lower raw edge of the binding to neaten 

(this will be uppermost when opened out). 

Fold the binding around the raw edges, and 

sew in place on the other side by hand. 

Make sure your oven 
glove is safe to use 
in the kitchen, by 

using heat-resistant 
wadding

TOP TIP

PRINT IT
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Fabrics, Ribbons, 

Buttons, & 

Haberdashery

in Bristol & 

Somerset

haberdashery 
 boutique

online shop with free postage on uk orders

www.milliemoonshop.co.uk

300 New Designs This Autumn

Beaker Button
Fibre craft and Yarn shop

We design and make our own range of Dorset button kits, from simple buttons to beautiful pieces of jewellery.

We hold workshops felting, knitting, crochet, button making, spinning and lots of other wool related craft.

We provide a personal service to help you, from choosing your next project to fixing that dropped stitch.

info@beakerbutton.co.uk    www.beakerbutton.co.uk

Studio 11, The Fairground Craft and Design Centre, Weyhill,  Andover SP11 0QN

Tel: 07738 534164

We sell unique and affordable handmade jewellery for weddings, 
special occasions and everyday wear.  We use Swarovski Crystal 

pearls, Swarovski crystals, Preciosa Czech glass pearls and crystals, semiprecious 
beads and many more in our creations. Our collections are updated regularly.

www.lisuweddingandhandmadejewellery.co.uk

facebook.com/pages/LISU-Wedding-and-Handmade-Jewellery/422523874433117

pinterest.com/LISUJewellery

01389 730077

LISU Wedding and Handmade Jewellery

http://www.milliemoonshop.co.uk
mailto:info@beakerbutton.co.uk
http://www.beakerbutton.co.uk
http://www.lisuweddingandhandmadejewellery.co.uk
http://www.pippinkits.com
http://www.pippinkits.com
http://www.amazon.co.uk
http://www.coastandcountrycrafts.co.uk
http://www.beadsandmore.co.uk
http://www.stand-store.co.uk
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Meet a trio of craft sellers who share the 

moneymaking secrets behind their success

Harriet and Jo found that the internet, rather than 

fairs, gave them the breakthrough they needed

Jo: “We create soft furnishings with co-ordinating 

artwork and accessories for children’s rooms – all 

using high-quality materials and our funky designs.

“The business idea began in the school playground, 

where we had both volunteered to paint a mural. A 

strong friendship developed – we discovered that we 

were both making and selling children’s products 

to friends and family. With a return to work on the 

horizon, we decided to combine our skills and create 

a business that could grow.”

Harriet: “I love the immediacy of creating 

something in fabric – and you can create anything at 

all, with no limits other than your own imagination. 

I just adore going to the local Lancashire fabric mills 

– I’m like a kid in a sweet shop, gazing at the endless 

designs, colours, patterns and textures. 

“Selling has been a steep learning curve for us. 

I’m not good at selling my own work, but that’s 

where the partnership really works well – we are 

both enthusiastic about each other’s creations. It is 

becoming easier – we’re toughening up. We’ve found 

that small, local craft fairs don’t work for us, because 

customers are looking for lower-priced items.” 

Jo: “The internet has been our friend – we can 

reach a much wider audience. Having a website and 

selling through Swanky Maison is great. Even with 

a limited budget for marketing, we can promote our 

business professionally. The support 

and enthusiasm of the Swanky team 

has been hugely encouraging.”

Don’t give up! It 

sounds simple, but 

if you are confident, 

others will share that 

belief with you

TOP TIP

“The internet has been 
our friend –we can reach 
a much wider audience”

The online marketplace

HARRIET CLAYTON 

& JO OGLE

from Lancashire

WEBSITE 

swankymaison.com/

its-my-room.html

Harriet loves 
how quickly you 
create with fabric

Using high-quality 
materials is vital to Jo

My craft shop

http://swankymaison.com/its-my-room.html
http://swankymaison.com/its-my-room.html
http://its-my-room.html
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Julia and a friend set up their own handmade fair – 

and, three years on, the event is thriving

“I make contemporary mixed-media accessories,  

and I love using found and vintage objects. 

“My most significant sales are face-to-face. My 

customers seem to appreciate the stories behind my 

work, and most also prefer to see before they buy. 

By visiting the same venues, I get return customers 

– and, often, commissions. Hearing comments about 

my work is a great way of finding what is likely to sell. 

“Three years ago I set up my own market 

(handmadekenilworth.co.uk) with a business 

partner. We lived close together and had to travel 

miles to events, as there wasn’t much in our area. It 

has been hard work, but we have learned so much. A 

great venue with good access and parking is key, and 

advertising locally and online is hugely important. 

In our third year of organising, we now have regular 

customers and a good database of designer-makers.” 

Julia’s range is filled 
with one-of-a-kind, 
individual makes

An attractive look and ease of navigation were  

top of Laura’s wish-list for her website

“I have always loved crafts and making things, so 

after school I did a degree in Surface Pattern Design. I 

now work full-time as a graphic designer, and do my 

crafts in whatever free time I can find. 

“I started making to sell two years ago. I’m inspired 

by vintage fabrics and the shabby-chic look. I also 

adore anything to do with the seaside – I got married 

this year in Cornwall, and had a handmade, seaside-

inspired wedding, complete with a VW camper van. 

“I like to use a mixture of felt and fabrics in my 

work to create a wide range of items, from bunting 

and brooches to keyrings and glasses cases. I make 

everything in my own home, and can usually be 

found buried under a pile of felt and thread.”

“My website was built by my brother, a web 

designer. I talked to him about the sort of look that 

I wanted, and he went off and created a bright, 

welcoming site. I wanted my website to look cute and 

inviting, and to be simple to navigate.” 

The website owner

“I wanted my 
website to look cute 

and inviting”

The craft fair seller

JULIA WYKES

from Stratford-upon-

Avon

WEBSITE

bodkinandbead.com

A memorable, 

meaningful name 

for your shop always 

sparks interest and 

draws people in

TOP TIP

Use specialist websites 

to find out about 

upcoming craft fairs 

– stallfinder.com is 

incredibly useful

TOP TIP

Laura loves mixing 
vintage fabrics with 
felt in her creations

LAURA BEER

from Stockport

WEBSITE

gingerbeerdesign.co.uk

http://bodkinandbead.com
http://www.stallfnder.com
http://handmadekenilworth.co.uk
http://gingerbeerdesign.co.uk
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Alison loves how 
versatile craft is and 

wants to share it 
with all her students

Kate Smith is the founder and owner of 

The Makery in Bath, a crafter’s haven 

offering all the courses, materials and 

gadgets a crafter could wish for.

“The majority of our learners are aged 30 

to 50,” Kate tells us, “but we get everyone 

from complete beginners afraid of the sight 

of a sewing machine, to seasoned crafters 

expanding their repertoire.” 

Many of Kate’s learners come to augment 

their craft business. “One lady who learned 

to make lampshades now makes them for a 

living and sells them to retailers!”

The mood for the sessions is relaxed and 

welcoming. “Our workshops aren’t too 

structured, allowing us to go at the pace 

of the group and add extra techniques if 

Why not add a new craft to your skill set? Here are 

some of our top courses for you to try this month

that’s what they want,” Kate explains. 

“Learners often tell us that they’ve found 

the workshops very therapeutic – I think 

that the combination of focusing, away 

from the interruptions of everyday life, plus 

the feel-good factor of creating something 

you’re proud of and learning a new skill, is 

a seriously powerful mix!” 

You’ll come away with a finished article 

– and something less tangible but, Kate 

believes, more important: “It’s all about 

“Create something 
you’re proud of ”

The Makery

Crafty courses

INFORMATION

* Workshops include Lampshade 

Making (3hrs, £45), Appliqué 

(2.5hrs, £35), Learn to Sew: Cushion 

Cover (3hrs, £40), Hand Embroidery 

(2hrs, £30), Learn to Knit (3hrs, 

£43), plus many more.  

* For more info contact Kate on 01225 

421175, kate@themakeryonline.co.uk 

or visit themakery.co.uk

Visit the craft 

treasure trove at 

The Makery

making sure learners leave with the know-

how and self-belief to go away and recreate 

whatever it is they’ve made with us.”

mailto:kate@themakeryonline.co.uk
http://themakery.co.uk
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CRAFTY COURSES

Jo Lochhead started running jewellery-

making workshops at The Bead Shop 

Scotland ten years ago – a decade on, 

although those classes are still going 

strong, The Bead Shop’s most popular 

courses are those teaching knitting, 

crochet and sewing. 

Another change is that the majority of 

Jo’s learners are no longer beginners, but 

more experienced crafters looking for a 

challenge. “In the last couple of years, we 

have put a lot of effort into expanding the 

range of courses and goods we offer, to 

include yarn, fabric and all sorts of crafting 

goodies,” Jo explains.  

 “We get a whole range of people on our 

courses. Most of them come for pleasure, 

and quite a few then go on to realise that 

they can turn their hobby into a business – 

especially the people who come to take our 

Xxxxxx 
xxxxxxxxxxxxx 
xxxxxxxxxxxx

Bead Shop Scotland
jewellery-making classes.”

The sessions are held in a light and airy 

workshop room in a Georgian flat in the 

pretty town of Haddington, East Lothian. 

Most classes last two hours, but full-day 

courses are also available for more exacting 

techniques such as dressmaking. “It’s a 

comfortable and inspiring place to be, and 

the workshops are relaxed and friendly,” Jo 

says. “Learning something new is exciting, 

but it can also be daunting for some – so we 

do our utmost to put everyone at ease.”

Search for Craftseller 
on facebook.com

@craftsellermag yourletters@ 
craft-seller.com

Dear Craftseller, 9th Floor, 
Tower House, Fairfax 
Street, Bristol BS1 3BN

WHY NOT TRY...
Other great craft courses taking 

place around the country

Janome Sewing School

Masterclasses for experienced sewers 

looking to get the most out of their sewing 

machine. Get to know your overlocker, try 

an embellisher or ‘doodling with thread’. 

Based at Janome’s HQ in Stockport.

Visit janome.co.uk

Craftworx

Well-equipped metal clay jewellery studio 

in East Yorkshire. Tracey Spurgin is one of 

the UK’s best-known metal clay artists. 

Workshops and courses in tiara-making, 

ring-making, resin, enamelling and more.

Visit craftworx.co.uk

Clarissa Cochran

Clarissa teaches Shibori – an ancient 

Japanese dyeing practice – from a converted 

barn in her idyllic Essex garden. Weekend 

introductory courses available. 

Visit indigosilks.co.uk

Leona Stewart Leaded Glass

This Scottish glass artist runs courses from 

her studio in Ayr. Learn microwave fusing, 

copper foiling and leadwork to create your 

own jewellery, mirror or window panel. 

Two-hour Saturday workshops cost £30.

Visit leonastewartleadedglass.co.uk 

Siramik

Residential weekend pottery courses for 

both beginners and experienced potters, 

deep in the Carmarthenshire countryside. 

They’ll also come to your venue.

Visit siramik.co.uk

Ministry of Craft

Try a course in almost any craft you can 

think of at the sociable, friendly and 

inspiring craft hub in central Manchester – 

everything from knitting to screenprinting.

Visit ministryofcraft.co.uk

INFORMATION

* Workshops include Beginners’ 

Jewellery Making (90mins, £12), 

Beginners’ Machine Sewing (2hrs, 

£16), Beginners’ Knitting (2hrs, £16) 

and Découpage Crafting Workshop 

(90mins, £12).

* For more info contact Jo on 01620 

822866, info@beadshopscotland.co. 

uk or visit beadshopscotland.co.uk

“It’s a comfortable, 
inspiring place”

http://facebook.com
mailto:yourletters@craft-seller.com
mailto:yourletters@craft-seller.com
http://janome.co.uk
http://craftworx.co.uk
http://indigosilks.co.uk
http://leonastewartleadedglass.co.uk
http://siramik.co.uk
http://ministryofcraft.co.uk
mailto:info@beadshopscotland.co
http://beadshopscotland.co.uk


Templates
Use these templates to make the crackers on page 27, advent bunting on page 28, 

cards on page 50, wings on page 62 and the kitchen set on page 94
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Add 0.5cm (¼in) seam allowance

CRACKERS

(COPY AT 200%)
____ cut

____ score & fold

BUNTING

(COPY AT 200%)

Vist craft-seller.
com/free-downloads 

to print all our 
templates at 100%, 

ready to use

TOP TIP

SPONGE PRINTING

(ACTUAL SIZE)

JUMPER CHART
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Cut 2

ANGEL WING

(COPY AT 200%)

CHRISTMAS CARDS

(COPY AT 200%)

BIRD

BIRD’S BEAK
BIRD’S 

BREAST

BIRD’S 

WING

LARGE 

TREE

GIRL’S 

DRESS

BOY’S 

PANTS SCARF FOR 

BOY AND 

GIRL

BOY’S 

HEAD

GIRL’S 

HEAD

BOY’S 

JUMPER

SMALL 

TREE

BOOT FOR 

BOY & GIRLSCARF  

FOR BIRD

82cm
APRON

52cm

30cm

27cm

16cm 11cm

5cm



TO ADVERTISE IN OUR CRAFTSELLER STOREROOM

PLEASE CALL JANE HENDY ON  

0117 314 8823 OR EMAIL 

JANE.HENDY@IMMEDIATE.CO.UKSTOREROOM

GENERAL CRAFTS

CRAFTINGBEADS FABRICSCRAFT SHOP

Tel: 07749027634       Web: www.thebeadbase.co.uk

Unit 32, Basepoint Enterprise Centre, Stroudley Road, 
Basingstoke, Hampshire, RG24 8UP

Cardmaking Supplies

For Every Occasion

Craft Creations
www.craftcreations.com

THE CRAFT ROOM
Products for cardmaking, 

scrapbooking, papercrafts and 

beading. Regular demos and classes 

held at the shop. Stockists of a wide 

range of scrapbooking papers, quilling 

papers and decoupage sheets.

57 Queen Street, Newton Abbot, 

Devon TQ12 2AU

Tel: 01626 336171 www.fabricmills.co.uk

1000s metres of
Designer Clearance Fabrics

Call 01225 471167

Short ends & remnants from £2 per piece.
Re-upholstery & bespoke commissions.
Soft furnishing & upholstery supplies.

��1HZ�IDEULFV�LQ�HYHU\�ZHHN��

Visit our shops in Cirencester, Bath & Monmouth.

Or go online to order fabric samples.

Tel: 01278 794751
www.material-needs.co.uk

MATERIAL NEEDS

IES

For Quality products at competitive prices

Wools
Dress, patchwork and quilting fabrics

Cross stitch
Haberdashery, ribbon, lace, braids

...and so much more www.pennineoutdoor.co.uk
Email: sales@pennineoutdoor.co.uk  

Tel: 01524 263377

www.pennineoutdoor.co.ukFAST MAIL
ORDER SERVICE

SPECIALIST OUTDOOR FABRICS

s�4ECHNICAL�mEECE�
s�"REATHABLE�WATER�RESISTANT�FABRICS�
s�&ABRICS�FOR�BAGS�AND�COVERS
s�,ARGE�RANGE�OF�BUCKLES��
HOOKS��AND�WEBBING

s�:IPS��THREAD��PATTERNS�ETC� ZZZ�FUDIWGHSDUWPHQW�FRP

$ EUDQG�QHZ ZHEVLWH GHGLFDWHG WR

EULQJLQJ \RX WKH EHVW FUDIW

PDWHULDOV RQ WKH PDUNHW�

:LWK RXU 6WLWFKLQJ� )HOW� %XWWRQ� 5LEERQ�

(PEHOOLVKPHQW� $FFHVVRU\� 'LVSOD\ DQG /LJKWLQJ

GHSDUWPHQWV� \RX DUH VXUH WR ¿QG HYHU\WKLQJ \RX QHHG�

mailto:JANE.HENDY@IMMEDIATE.CO.UK
http://www.thebeadbase.co.uk
http://www.craftcreations.com
http://www.fabricmills.co.uk
http://www.material-needs.co.uk
http://www.pennineoutdoor.co.uk
mailto:sales@pennineoutdoor.co.uk
http://MoAoIrL.co.uk
http://www.scentperfique.co.uk
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Data protection: Immediate Media Company Bristol Ltd (Publishers of Craftseller) would love to keep you informed by post or 
telephone of special offers and promotions from the Immediate Media Company Group. Please tick if you’d prefer not to receive these ❑

* Please enter this information so that Craftseller may keep you informed of newsletters, special offers and other promotions by email 
or text message. You may unsubscribe from these at any time.

Immediate Media Company Bristol Ltd will occasionally share data, on a secure basis, with other reputable companies who wish to 
contact you with information about their products and services. Please tick here if you do not wish to receive such information by post 
❑ phone ❑ If you would like to receive information from our carefully selected partners by email please tick here ❑

Now post your order to:

FREEPOST RRJZ-HJKA-ZBCX, Craftseller,  
PO Box 326, Sittingbourne, Kent, ME9 8FA
Please allow up to 28 days for delivery. All prices inclusive of P&P.

BACK ISSUES ORDER FORM

Issue(s)       Qty      Total (£)

£

Item 

Back issue – UK

Back issue – Europe

Back issue – Rest of World

Grand total

Non-subscriber

£6.35

£8.35

£9.35

Subscriber

£5.35

£7.35

£8.35

Your details: (please print clearly) 

Mr / Mrs / Ms / Miss    Name    

Address

Country    

Tel number (in case of queries)    

Email address*    

Postcode  

Method of payment:

■  I enclose a cheque made payable to Immediate Media Company Bristol Ltd 

(Please write your name and address on the back of the cheque)

OR, please debit my   ■ Delta   ■ Visa   ■ MasterCard   ■ Maestro

Card number:

■■■■ ■■■■ ■■■■ ■■■■ ■■■■

Valid from ■■ / ■■ Expiry date ■■ / ■■ Issue number ■

Signature Date  

ISSUE 26
FREE Vintage-style  

Ribbon

ISSUE 27
FREE Indian Summer  

paper pack

ISSUE 28
FREE Mummy Makes for 

Halloween craft book

NEXT MONTH IN 
BACK ISSUES

Our November issue  
IS ON SALE FROM 29 OCTOBER

 Order online at buysubscriptions.com/craftseller  

Call now on 0844 322 1236 
Lines open weekdays 8am to 8pm and Saturday 9am to 1pm. 

SUBSCRIBE TODAY TO CRAFTSELLER 

Sew rustic 

patchwork

Meet  

Bread & Jam

Felt these 

winter chaps 

24 projects to earn you profit * How to sell to last-minute 

Christmas shoppers * FREE: Crafty calendar

REAL LIFE

* Contents subject to change

http://buysubscriptions.com/craftseller


FAVOURITE MAKES
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Scandi Christmas
*  We’re signing up to the hottest trend for 

Christmas 2013 with these nordic trinkets.
*  Primitive tree by Beledien Handmade, 

£12 on wowthankyou.co.uk

Cute
*  We love this simply drawn festive kit so 

much, we’ve put it straight on our wish-list.
*  Scandinavian retro Christmas toy kit by 

Janefoster, £19.74 on etsy.com

Bake 
*  We’re absolutely loving this chic, simple 

way to keep worktops clean and tidy.
*  Melted mason jar spoon rest by 

MidwestFinds, £7.89 on etsy.com

Accessories 
*  Show your true colours and wear your love 

of craft around your neck – so sweet!
*  Mini wood spool jewellery by 

Faunayflorashop, £13 on etsy.com

Fashion 
*  Carry the classic maritime style through to 

Autumn this year, with these funky pumps. 
*  Hand drawn shoes in marine by No-

Ordinary-Stuff, £82 on dawanda.co.uk

Home
*  Knit yourself a pair of cute and colourful 

cushions with our favourite owl pattern!
*  Knitted owl pillow pattern by bySol, 

£3.29 on etsy.com

Here are just some of our favourite makes from all the exciting  

designers and crafters we’ve discovered this month 

Online loves

If you’re selling 

toys, make sure 

they’re safe for 

little’uns

http://etsy.com
http://wowthankyou.co.uk
http://dawanda.co.uk


http://www.wowthankyou.co.uk


MODEL 525S
s� ����3TITCHES
s� !UTO��STEP�BUTTONHOLE
s� 6ARIABLE�STITCH�WIDTH�AND�LENGTH
s� *AM�PROOF�DROP�IN�BOBBIN
s� !UTOMATIC�NEEDLE�THREADER
s� #ONVERTIBLE�FREE�ARM

VOTED

4HE�@3EWING�WITH�3TYLE��OFFERS�ARE�AVAILABLE�FROM�*ANOME�SEWING�MACHINE�RETAIL�OUTLETS�NATIONWIDE�
0ROMOTION�STARTS�2nd September 2013 TO 21st December 2013���!LL�OFFERS�SUBJECT�TO�STOCK�AVAILABILITY�	

BEST BUY!

AVON  Direct Sewing Machines, Bristol – 0117 977 8216
BEDFORDSHIRE Tudor Rose Patchwork, Oakley – 01234 824 983
BERKSHIRE Sew Devine, Bracknell – 0118 926 8664
 Sew Devine, Reading – 0118 926 8664
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE  Alan’s Sewing Machines, High Wycombe – 01494 527600
CAMBRIDGESHIRE  Sew Creative, Cambridge – 01223 350691
CHESHIRE  J & P Sewing Machines, Warrington – 01925 633 831
CORNWALL The Sewing Studio, Redruth – 01209 216 942
DERBYSHIRE  Elegance, Derby – 01332 382292
 Ilkeston Sewing & Janome Centre, Ilkeston – 0115 9307 664
DEVON  Exeter Sewing Machines, Exeter – 01392 275 660
DORSET  Hansons Fabrics, Sturminster Newton – 01258 472 698
 Sewing World, Bournemouth – 01202 528451
 So N Sews, Weymouth 01305 766411
DURHAM  Singer Sewing Centre, Darlington – 01325 463 630
ESSEX  Superstitch Sewing Machines, Leigh on Sea – 01702 478830
GREATER LONDON  Lewisham & Deptford Sewing Machines, Deptford – 0208 692 1077
 Maury Sewing Machine Co., Hackney – 0207 729 7328
 S M Sewing Machines, Neasden – 0208 452 4257
 The Sewing Centre, Battersea – 0207 228 3022
 Wimbledon Sewing Machines, South Wimbledon – 0208 542 5240
 World of Sewing, Bromley – 01689 638638
GLOUCESTERSHIRE  Cotswold Sewing Machines, Stroud – 01453 763660
 West End Sewing Centre, Cheltenham – 01242 244025
HAMPSHIRE  Eastleigh Sewing Centre, Eastleigh – 02380 650808
 Hampshire Sewing Machines, Fareham – 01329 280499
HEREFORDSHIRE  Parrs Sewing Machines, Hereford – 01432 276 417
HERTFORDSHIRE  Coopers Sewing Machines, Borehamwood 0208 236 1520         
 Rona Sewing Machines, Waltham Cross – 01992 719739
 Sewfi ne Sewing Machines, Watford – 01923 693 734
KENT  Ashford Sewing Centre, Ashford – 01233 620948
 Barcham Sewing Centre, Whitstable – 01227 264 271
 Maidstone Sewing Centre, Maidstone – 01622 670 254
 Welling Sewing Centre, Welling – 020 8304 0470
 World of Sewing, Tunbridge Wells – 01892 533188
LANCASHIRE  Hobkirks Sewing Machines, Blackburn – 01254 693555
 Hobkirks Sewing Machines, Bury – 0161 764 4450
 Lestan Sewing Machines, Nelson – 01282 614 511
 R Bullock & Son, Wigan – 01942 247 836
 S A Clough Sewing Machines, Bacup – 01706 875908
LEICESTERSHIRE  Fenwick, Leicester – 0116 225 3322
 The Sewing Café, Hinkley - 01455 698034
LINCOLNSHIRE  Couling Sewing Machines, Lincoln – 01522 521841
MANCHESTER  Bamber Sewing Machines, Eccles – 0161 707 7786
MERSEYSIDE  Affordable Sewing Machines, Moreton – 0151 677 7755
 Sewing & Knitting Centre, Southport – 01704 534 688
MIDDLESEX  Tysons Sewing Machines, Hounslow – 0208 570 6790
 Tysons Sewing Machines, Southall – 0208 574 1750
NORFOLK  Sewing Machine World, Kings Lynn – 01553 773362
 Sew Creative, Norwich – 01603 305 888
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE  Sew Northampton, Northampton – 01604 637200
OXFORDSHIRE  GTS Sewing Machines, Banbury – 01295 701 384
 Witney Sewing Centre, Witney – 01993 704535
SHROPSHIRE  Sewing Machine Centre, Shrewsbury – 01743 343 902
SOMERSET  Bredons, Taunton – 01823 272450
SUFFOLK  Beccles Sewing & Handicraft, Beccles – 01502 714234
 Sew Creative, Bury St Edmunds – 01284 7554 59
SURREY  C & A Supply Co. Ltd. Cranleigh - 01483 267777
 Redgwells, Worcester Park – 0208 337 3444
 Woking Sewing & Knitting Centre, Addlestone – 01932 352958 / 352606
 World of Sewing, South Croydon – 0208 681 1811
SUSSEX  Brighton Sewing Centre, Brighton – 01273 621 653
 Clothkits Ltd. Chichester - 01243 533180
 Hastings Sewing Centre, Hastings – 01424 423 108
 Stitch Right Sewing Machines, Chichester – 01243 671 600
TYNE & WEAR  Sewing Machine Sales, Whitley Bay – 0845 4309824 
 Tullys Sewing Machines, Sunderland – 0191 565 7995
WARWICKSHIRE  Leamington Spa Sewing Machines, Leamington Spa – 01926 338749
WILTSHIRE  Cotswold Stitchcraft, Malmesbury – 01666 823 245
 West Wilts Sewing Machines, Trowbridge – 01225 753 792
WEST MIDLANDS  Brewers Sewing Machines, Wolverhampton – 01902 458 885
 Coventry Sewing Centre, Coventry – 02476 257266
 D C Nutt Sewing Machines, Walsall – 01922 497 603
 Frank Nutt, Kings Heath – 0121 444 3978
 L & M Nutt, Sutton Coldfi eld – 0121 373 5497
 S Nutt Sewing Machines, Birmingham – 0121 327 2828
WORCESTERSHIRE  Creative Hands 2, Worcester – 01905 24940
 Topstitchers, Kidderminster – 01562 822 698
YORKSHIRE  Arcade Sewing Machines, Huddersfi eld – 01484 429808
 C & G Sewing Machines, Bradford – 01274 306352
 Electra (DA) Company, Doncaster – 01302 340 369
 Flynn’s at Browns of York, York – 01904 561234
 Lennox Sewing Machines, Rotherham – 01709 377797
 MKC (Services), Leeds – 0113 245 3156
 Samuel Taylors, Skipton – 01756 700 946
 Samuel Taylors, Leeds – 0113 245 9737
 Sewing Centre, Bridlington – 01262 603057
 Sewing Centre, Scarborough – 01723 363 167
 White Rose Sewing Machines, Harrogate – 01423 503767
 Woodseats Sewing Machines, Sheffi eld – 0114 255 2822
ISLE OF MAN  Joans Wools & Crafts, Onchan – 01624 627 364
IRELAND  Singer Sewing Centre, Ballymena - 02825 640034
SCOTLAND David Drummond, Edinburgh – 0131 539 7766
 ESC Sewing machines, Keith – 01542 887 000
 Pembertons Sewing Machines, Stirling – 01786 462 993
 Quilt Creations, Inverness – 01463 719 369
 Sew Materialistic, Ayr – 01292 285 801
WALES  Butterfl y Fabrics, Cardiff – 029 2047 0808
 Cliffords Sewing Machines Ltd, Swansea – 01792 655 928
 Newport Sewing Centre, Newport – 01633 284 646
 Sewing Machines Direct, Wrexham – 0800 092 5215

 The World’s leading sewing machine manufacturerwww.janome.co.uk

MODEL XL601 
s��&5,,9�#/-054%2)3%$
s����3TITCHES
s���3TYLES�OF�AUTO��STEP�BUTTONHOLES
s�6ARIABLE�STITCH�WIDTH�AND�LENGTH
s�*AM�PROOF�DROP�IN�BOBBIN
s�!UTOMATIC�NEEDLE�THREADER
s�-AXIMUM�SPEED�CONTROL
s�0ROGRAMMABLE�NEEDLE�UP���DOWN
s�3TART���STOP�BUTTON
s�,OCK�STITCH�FEATURE

SALE
£229
SAVE £20

SALE
£499
SAVE £50

MODEL TXL607
s� �&5,,9�#/-054%2)3%$
s�����3TITCHES�INCLUDING���ALPHABET�FONT
s���3TYLES�OF�AUTO��STEP�BUTTONHOLES
s�6ARIABLE�STITCH�WIDTH�AND�LENGTH
s�-EMORISE�STITCH�COMBINATIONS
s� *AM�PROOF�DROP�IN�BOBBIN
s�!UTOMATIC�NEEDLE�THREADER
s�!UTOMATIC�THREAD�CUTTER
s�-AXIMUM�SPEED�CONTROL
s�0ROGRAMMABLE�NEEDLE�UP���DOWN
s�3TART���STOP�BUTTON
s�,OCK�STITCH�FEATURE

 WITH BONUS 
FREE Quilting Kit 
& Extension Table 
Normally £99

SALE
£299
SAVE £50

THE BEST OF 
THE AUTUMN

 SEWING 

OFFERS


