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Untitled #63 (Au Naturel) featured a 
new work by MakeARTtalk creative 
and local perfumer, Dawn Spencer 
Hurwitz. Hurwitz crafted an original 
scent inspired by nineteenth 
century French artist Eugene 
Carriere’s painting Young Girl with 
Flowers.  You can make your own 
version of her perfume in this 
new digital DIY. 

To create the scent, Hurwitz 
highlighted materials that would 
have been used in the late 1800’s 
in Paris, taking inspiration from the 
young girl’s face and adorning 
flowers.  

 

“The flowers that are in the painting look like either roses or geraniums, which have a rosy 
smell. So I specifically utilized rose and geranium in a kind of balancing act to create an overall 
effect of luscious rose.”  Emphasizing the girl’s “peaches-and-cream” complexion, she created 
another focal point to the perfume with peach aldehyde, a molecule that was synthesized and 
introduced to perfumery at the end of the nineteenth century.  

Hurwitz describes the perfume as, “starting out with a peach top note and moving into a rich, 
luscious rose, then drying down into something warm and deep and dark”—a nod to the black 
background of the painting.  

She named the perfume La Reine des Fleurs (“Queen of Flowers” in French) because in 
perfumery, rose is considered to be the queen of the heart notes. She says the perfume, “also 
showcases the idea in the painting of someone youthful pretending to be older, or dressing up, 
pretending to be a queen.” 

For this digital DIY, Hurwitz has created a perfume recipe you can make at home.  Try your 
hand at your own version of La Reine des Fleurs in one of two ways: using only botanicals 
(Design No. 1) or incorporating perfume compound oils (Design No. 2). For her perfume, 
Hurwitz used all of the naturals from the botanical list and the peach note from Design No. 2. 
Experiment and create your own custom scent!   

Materials Needed:  

- Small glass container  
- Disposable plastic pipettes or glass droppers, one for each oil 

o Tip: Pipettes are available from science shops, like The Science Company in 
Denver; glass droppers are available at most health food stores 

- Essential and/or perfume oils (see recipes below) 
- Jojoba oil (in addition to the above) 

o Tip: For oils and general supplies, check out The Essense Studio or Rebecca’s 
Herbal Apothecary & Supply (both in Boulder) or Apothecary Tinctura in Denver 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Young Girl with Flowers 
Eugene Carriere 
Oil on canvas 
N.D.  
Gift of Mrs. Dan Thornton 

http://www.sciencecompany.com/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/the-ESSENSE-STUDIO/43287583617?ref=ts&fref=ts
http://www.rebeccasherbs.com/
http://www.rebeccasherbs.com/
http://www.apothecarytinctura.com/
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Instructions:  

1. Mix the essential and/or 
perfume oils in the following 
quantities in your container.  

2. Both designs will make 
approximately 5 ml of perfume 
oil concentrate. 

3. To make a traditional perfume 
strength scent, mix the oil 
concentrate at a 50:50 ratio 
with jojoba oil. 

4. To make a less concentrated 
perfume that is more like an 
"eau de parfum" in strength, 
mix the concentrate oil with       
1 oz of jojoba oil. 

5. Shake well. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

  Now sniff, dab and enjoy! 

Design No.1: 

All botanical: essential oils and absolutes 

mandarin : 16 drops 
bergamot: 4 drops 
geranium : 4 drops 
rose otto: 24 drops 
jasmine grandiflorum: 4 drops 
sandalwood: 40 drops 
benzoin: 6 drops 
patchouli: 2 drops 
vanilla (can be diluted natural vanilla, 
10%): 24 drops 
tolu balsam: 16 drops 

Design No.2: 

Perfume and essential oils 

peach oil: 16 drops 
bergamot: 4 drops 
geranium: 4 drops 
rose oil:  24 drops 
jasmine oil: 4 drops 
sandalwood oil: 40 drops 
benzoin: 6 drops 
patchouli: 2 drops 
vanilla oil: 24 drops 
amber oil: 16 drops 
 


