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LESSON EIGHTEEN 

Using Our Authority And Power 
Revised November 20151 

 
KEY BIBLE VERSE: 
 

 Acts 1:8, NKJV – (8) "But you shall receive power [dunamis] when the Holy Spirit 
has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all 
Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth." 

 

 Every time the Holy Spirit comes, He comes with power, so expect an encounter 
with power. But remember that the primary purpose of dunamis power is to be a 
witness for Christ. Therefore the more we witness, the greater the manifestations 
of God’s power we should expect and experience. 

 
LESSON OBJECTIVES: 
 

 Discover how healing anointing and Dunamis power are the same. 

 Describe the difference between authority [exousia] and power [dunamis]. 
 

 Dunamis power, the subject of this lesson, is what everyone wants but few are 
willing to pay the price for. Dunamis, a Greek word meaning miraculous power, 
requires much of us and of our faithfulness to the Lord. Consequently, this lesson 
will examine this Biblical term in great detail and show how we as believers can 
walk in this power and in His authority. 

 
LESSON: 
 
A. What Is Dunamis Power? 
 

1. Dunamis Power Is Power To Be Manifested (Demonstrated) 
 

 Strong's Concordance Definition (G1411): dunamis (pronounced “doo-nam-is”) 
= “force, miraculous power, ability, abundance, meaning, might, strength, 
violence, mighty (wonderful) work, virtue (as in virtue came out of Jesus to the 
woman with the issue of blood)” 
 

 Mark 5:30, NKJV – (30) And Jesus, immediately knowing in Himself that power 
[dunamis] had gone out of Him, turned around in the crowd and said, "Who 
touched My clothes?" 
 

 1 Corinthians 6:14, NKJV – (14) And God both raised up the Lord and will also 
raise us up by His power [dunamis]. 

 

                                                           
1 Parts of this teaching are taken and modified from: “Healings, Miracles, Signs and Wonders Today 101” by Todd 
Bentley, © 2004 Fresh Fire Ministries. 
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 Luke 4:36, NKNV – (36) Then they were all amazed and spoke among 
themselves, saying, "What a word this is! For with authority [exousia] and power 
[dunamis] He commands the unclean spirits, and they come out." 
 

 Luke 6:19, NKJV – (19) And the whole multitude sought to touch Him, for power 
[dunamis] went out from Him and healed them all. 
 

 “Dunamis” power is the mighty power of the Lord which was released to heal 
the sick, raise the dead, and cast out demons. 
 

 Dunamis, in experience, is very demonstrative, very experiential, very visible. 
 

2. When Dunamis Power Is Present, Healing Is To Be Expected 
 

 Luke 5:17, NKJV – (17) Now it happened on a certain day, as He was teaching, 
that there were Pharisees and teachers of the law sitting by, who had come out 
of every town of Galilee, Judea, and Jerusalem. And the power [dunamis] of 
the Lord was present to heal them. 
 

 When there is an atmosphere of dunamis power, healing is to be expected, no 
matter what the person’s condition. 

 
3. Dunamis Power Is For All Of Us To Receive 

 

 Acts 1:8; NKJV – (8) But you shall receive power [dunamis] when the Holy Spirit 
has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all 
Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth." 
 

 Jesus promised that dunamis power was available for every Christian to 
experience and use for His Kingdom. For many Christians, their faith is only 
positional, or theological. God wants our faith to also be experiential. God wants 
us to experience His great power on a daily basis. How does our faith get 
experiential? We are to pursue God until something happens! 
 

 Acts 1:4-5, NKJV – (4) And being assembled together with them, He 
commanded them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the Promise of 
the Father, "which," He said, "you have heard from Me; (5) for John truly 
baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many 
days from now." 
 

 So they waited, and sought God, until something happened … until the power 
came. 
 

 Acts 2:4, NKJV – (4) And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to 
speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. 

 

 Because the disciples believed God and waited, they receive what God had 
promised. Every Christian needs to consider setting aside time at regular 
intervals, to seek more of God’s presence and power. 
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4. God Desires All Of Us To Walk In Dunamis Power 
 

 Ephesians 5:17, NKJV – (17) Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what 
the will of the Lord is. 

 

 And what is the Lord’s will? Look at the next verse. 
 

 Ephesians 5:18, NKJV – (18) And do not be drunk with wine, in which is 
dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit. 
 

 Luke 24:49, NKJV – (49) Behold, I send the Promise of My Father upon you; 
but tarry in the city of Jerusalem until you are endued with [enduo] power 
[dunamis] from on high." 
 

 “Enduo” (Greek) = “clothed with”, “to sink into a garment until fully surround by 
it” 

 
5. God Wants All Of Us To Have An Experiential Knowledge Of Dunamis Power 

 

 Matthew 22:29, NKJV – (29) Jesus replied, "You are in error because you do 
not know the Scriptures or the power [dunamis] of God. 

 

 Jesus said that we could go into error, if we did not know the dunamis power 
of God! 

 
6. What Does Dunamis Look Like? 

 

 God’s dunamis power is not only healing power, it is also deliverance power, 
miraculous power, and creative power. What does that dunamis power look 
like? It looks like whatever is needed, and whatever God wants. 
 

 Acts 5:15-16, NKJV – (15) so that they brought the sick out into the streets and 
laid them on beds and couches, that at least the shadow of Peter passing by 
might fall on some of them. (16) Also a multitude gathered from the surrounding 
cities to Jerusalem, bringing sick people and those who were tormented by 
unclean spirits, and they were all healed. 
 

 People were healed, even when they came close to Peter! 
 

 Compare this to Malachi 4:2 
 

 Malachi 4:2, NKJV – (2) But to you who fear My name the Sun of 
Righteousness shall arise with healing in His wings. 
 

 That word “wings” is the Hebrew word “ka-naph”, and it literally means “the 
edge or extremity or wing of a garment or cloth”. Malachi 4:2 isn’t an allegory 
of Jesus reaching out to us with His hands. Instead, it is emphasizing that the 
dunamis power that would be on Jesus (and His followers) would be so strong, 
that there would be healing even for those who came close to them. 
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 God’s dunamis power was working so strong in Peter, that it affected the 
atmosphere around him, so that even when Peter’s “shadow” or the presence 
of God’s glory around him came into contact with others, they were healed and 
delivered. 
 

 God is wanting to pour out so much “dunamis” power on us, His children, so 
that the healing presence of God would be so strong in us, that as people come 
close to us, or to our churches as we are assembled, that even people driving 
by would be healed by the dunamis presence that we carry. 
 

 When will this happen? Malachi 4:2 tells us! 
 

 Malachi 4:2, NKJV – (2) But to you who fear My name the Sun of 
Righteousness shall arise with healing in His wings. 

 

 When we “fear” God’s name. When we have such a “reverential awe” and 
awareness of God, that we daily walk before Him, with an ongoing awareness 
of the dunamis power that God has put within us, then we will begin to see a 
great increase in dunamic power. 

 
B. Power Versus Authority 
 

 Luke 4:36, NKJV – (36) Then they were all amazed and spoke among themselves, 
saying, "What a word this is! For with authority [exousia] and power [dunamis] He 
commands the unclean spirits, and they come out." 

 

 Authority is the “legal right” to do something. Power is the “ability” to do something. 
 

 “Exousia” (Greek) = Strong’s G1849 = “privilege, that is, capacity, competency, 
freedom, delegated influence, authority, jurisdiction, liberty, right” 

 

 A good example of this is in John 1:12 in the KJV: 
 

 John 1:12, KJV – (12) But as many as received him, to them gave he power 
[exousia] to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name: 

 

 The NIV and NKJV translated the word “power” as “right”, because the actual word 
is “exousia”, which should be translated as “delegated authority” or “legal right”. 
Through God’s power, we became children of God, and now we have the right or 
authority to be called the children of God. 

 
1. The 12 Commissioned With Authority 

 

 Matthew 10:1, NKJV – (1) And when He had called His twelve disciples to Him, 
He gave them power [exousia] over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to 
heal all kinds of sickness and all kinds of disease. 
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 Jesus gave His disciples dunamis power to cast out demons, but then He also 
gave us the legal right and delegated authority to cast out demons. Using power 
without authority is disobedience, using authority without power is futile. 

 
2. Power Healing Versus Faith Healing 

 

 In the Church today, there are many people who do not want to minister until 
they feel the “anointing”, or the presence of “dunamis power” (Power Healing). 
However, God tells us that we already have the dunamis power, and often we 
just need to step out in our authority and heal (Faith Healing). 

 
3. The 70 Commissioned With Authority 

 

 Luke 10:1, NKJV – (1) After these things the Lord appointed seventy others 
also, and sent them two by two before His face into every city and place where 
He Himself was about to go. 
 

 The 70 were given authority by being “appointed” to go into every town and 
heal the sick and cast out demons. 
 

 Luke 10:17, NKJV – (17) Then the seventy returned with joy, saying, "Lord, 
even the demons are subject to us in Your name." 

 
4. The 120 Commissioned With Authority 

 

 Acts 1:8, NKJV – (8) But you shall receive power [dunamis] when the Holy Spirit 
has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all 
Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth." 
 

 Just gave the 120 dunamis power, and then commissioned them by giving them 
authority to be His witnesses. 

 
5. Believers Commissioned With Authority 

 

 Mark 16:16-18, NKJV – (16) He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but 
he who does not believe will be condemned. (17) And these signs will follow 
those who believe: In My name they will cast out demons; they will speak with 
new tongues; (18) they will take up serpents; and if they drink anything deadly, 
it will by no means hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they will 
recover." 

 
6. The Fruit Of Commissioned Authority 

 

 Luke 10:17-19, NKJV – (17) Then the seventy returned with joy, saying, "Lord, 
even the demons are subject to us in Your name." (18) And He said to them, "I 
saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. (19) Behold, I give you the authority 
[exousia] to trample on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power 
[dunamis] of the enemy, and nothing shall by any means hurt you. 
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 Jesus gave us “exousia” authority so that we can overcome the “dunamis” 
power of the enemy. So when we encounter a demon, it is not just our endued 
power that is coming against the demonic power of the enemy. It is also our 
delegated authority comes against the demonic power of the enemy. And our 
authority is greater than any demonic power! 
 

 Most Christians are waiting for Jesus to move us to minister healing and 
deliverance. But 2000 years ago, Jesus already gave us authority. So as soon 
as we receive the power, we need to use it. 

 
C. The Purpose Of Dunamis Power 
 

1. Dunamis Power Given So That We Can Be Witnesses 
 

 Acts 1:8, NKJV – (8) But you shall receive power [dunamis] when the Holy Spirit 
has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all 
Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth." 
 

 The emphasis of Acts 1:8 isn’t about getting baptized in the Holy Spirit. The 
emphasis is on being witnesses. The Baptism in the Holy Spirit is the endued 
power of God, given to us, so that we can BE witnesses. 

 
2. This Promise Is For You and Your Children 

 

 Acts 2:39, NKJV – (39) For the promise is to you and to your children, and to 
all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call." 

 

 Peter said that the “promise” was for the new believers, and their children, and 
to all future generations. What promise was Peter talking about? The promise 
of Acts 1:8 – to receive dunamis power so you can be a witness. 

 
3. The Primary Call for All Believers 

 

 Matthew 10:7-8, NKJV – (7) And as you go, preach, saying, 'The kingdom of 
heaven is at hand.' (8) Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast 
out demons. Freely you have received, freely give. 
 

 The Father has given us Dunamis power so we can now be witnesses to the 
ends of the earth wherever we go, with signs and wonders following. We have 
freely received God’s delegated authority (exousia) and His dunamic power, 
and now it’s time to freely give! 
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SUMMARY 
 

 God wants you to operate in authority. Do you know why the body of Christ doesn't 
move in miracles, signs and wonders? It's waiting for greater Dunamis power, but 
greater Dunamis power won't come until we are faithful with God’s authority. It 
won’t come until we take the “talent” (measure) that God has already given to us 
and we invest that talent, so that God will give us five talents (five times the power). 
So we need to just take our raw faith, and our “one talent”, and refuse to bury it 
and hide it. Instead, we need to exercise, birth, nurture and mature what God has 
given us. 

 

 We are too experience oriented. The experience will come. The anointing will 
come. But when there is nothing else, there is authority. And God always rewards 
authority. He always blesses us as we are faithful to invest, multiply, contend and 
pray for people, and so we need to keep praying for people until we begin to see 
great things! 

 
LIFE APPLICATION: 
 

 God has commissioned every believer to take His healing and miracle-working 
power to others. Describe how you are using His power. 

 

 Ask the Lord to show you any hindrances to His power flowing through your life. 
 

 Walking in God's Dunamis power is a learning process. The steps in this process 
include authority, first experience, contending, birthing, nurturing, maturing and 
power. At which step in the process are you? 

 

 Now let the Lord show you specifically how He wants you to be faithful with the 
authority He has given you. 

 
PRAYER: 
 

 Father, I thank You that You have made provision for me to walk in your Dunamis 
power. You have commissioned me to walk in authority and to take Your healing 
and miracle power to needy people. I ask for Your forgiveness for waiting for some 
special experience and not being fully faithful to walk out the authority You have 
given me. Let me be so compelled by Jesus' love that I will have to do His works. 
Help me to walk by faith birthing, nurturing and maturing Your commission to me 
until I see the Dunamis power of God released through my life more and more. I 
choose to be faithful and I know You will keep your word — as I go out in Your 
name to heal, cleanse, raise and deliver You will cause signs to follow me! Thank 
You Lord. Amen. 

 


