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Will Wilson—CIPX: The Critical Indigenous Photographic Exchange
Thursday, March 28, 2013 - 6:00pm – 7:30pm

Will Wilson, an indigenous artist, will discuss how his provocative photographic images 
challenge Edward S. Curtis's classic portraits of Native Americans frozen in the past.  We will 
explore his documentary style, where the tintype of the early twentieth century collides with 
modern people to indigenize the photographic exchange.  Wilson is not only in dialog with the 
work of Curtis (who used glass plates rather than tintypes) but with all early photographers in the 
west, going back to the mid-late 19th century.   

Louis I. Sharp Auditorium, Hamilton Building - Lower Level 
Check-in starts at 5:30 pm in the Auditorium Lobby. Lecture starts at 6 pm.

Ticketed with member discount. 
Purchase tickets: http://tinyurl.com/b4gwevv  Tickets are $5 Douglas Society members, $10 
DAM members, $12 others. Reservations required by March 26. 
For further information or to make reservations, call 720-913-0165.
[Your Douglas Society postcard reminder will be mailed March 11 ]

http://tinyurl.com/b4gwevv


Background on Will Wilson: 
http://www.iaia.edu/museum/vision-project/artists/vision-project-artist-will-wilson/ 
 
About CIPX: http://www.facebook.com/media/set/?
set=a.10151139824171928.486236.50411551927&type=3

Edward S. Curtis Photographs

*See a few currently on view in the American Indian Galleries, 3rd Floor, DAM North Building. 
In 1937, the Denver Art Museum made a far-sighted decision to begin collecting photographs 
with the native arts department purchase of a complete set of Edward S. Curtis’s landmark 
photogravure series, The North American Indian. 

*The Native Arts Department holds the work of early non-Indian photographers, e.g. Curtis, who 
sought to document Indian life and art in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. 

* See also a new book by Timothy Egan, Short Nights of the Shadow Catcher: The   Epic Life  
and Immortal Photographs of Edward Curtis. NY, Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2012. 

* Denver connection: Curtis was in Rocky Mountain Hospital in the Denver area from 1930-
1932.
 

CALENDAR

March

March 23
Critical Indigenous Photographic Exchange
Will Wilson is DAM’s Artist-in-Residence for March
North Building - Level 3.  Free with museum admission. 

During the last week in March, Wilson will transform the Artist-in-Residence space in the 
American Indian Galleries into a “wet’ photography studio. Drop by during museum hours to 
meet the artist, watch demonstrations and potentially have your tintype portrait made.  Wilson 
will be active in the studio on the following dates: March 23rd and 24th and March 26th - 31st 
11am – 4pm.  Note: Sitting for the artist may take up to one hour. No reservations required.
See http://denverartmuseum.org/calendar/artist-residence-will-wilson-march-23-31  

March 29: 
Untitled # 55: Bound 
Hamilton Building, 6-10pm

http://denverartmuseum.org/calendar/artist-residence-will-wilson-march-23-31
http://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.10151139824171928.486236.50411551927&type=3
http://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.10151139824171928.486236.50411551927&type=3
http://www.iaia.edu/museum/vision-project/artists/vision-project-artist-will-wilson/


Artist-in-residence Will Wilson enters into a creative contract with visitors in his temporary 
photography studio.   See http://www.denverartmuseum.org/calendar/untitled-55-bound .

April 

Featured on the cover of DAM’s On and Off the Wall, March-April 2013

This blue-headed katsina (tithu) was the subject of four paintings by Georgia O’Keeffe that are 
included in the current DAM exhibition of her work. This one was painted in 1935. The others 
include a side view and a back view of the katsina. This image is copyrighted by the Georgia 
O’Keeffe Museum.

Through April 28
Georgia O'Keeffe in New Mexico: Architecture, Katsinam, and the Land -- Hamilton Building - 
Level 1, in Gallagher Gallery
This exhibition brings to light a relatively unknown aspect of O’Keeffe’s art and thinking—her 
deep respect for the diverse and distinctive cultures of northern New Mexico. The exhibition 
features 53 O’Keeffe works, chronicling her paintings of New Mexico’s Hispanic and Native 
American architecture, cultural objects, and New Mexico landscapes. Most of the paintings are 
from the Georgia O’Keeffe Museum in Santa Fe. 

* Douglas Society members and guests enjoyed a sold-out guided tour of this exhibition with 
Hopi fiber artist, Ramona Sakiestewa, on February 20. She considers the katsinam (tithu) an 
important way to teach and share the cosmology, philosophy, and realities of the Hopi culture.

* The Denver Art Museum “…holds more than 100 of the actual objects, [katsinam] thanks to an 
aggressive program of collecting, led by former [curator] Frederic Douglas in the 1940s and 
'50s…” Denver Post, February 15, 2013. [in the printed issue of February 17]
For the full article, see http://www.denverpost.com/entertainment/ci_22592550/georgia-
okeeffes-west-at-denver-art-museum  

* See the articles about “Georgia O’Keeffe in New Mexico” on pages 4-5 of the March-April, 
2013, issue of On and Off the Wall, the DAM magazine.

http://www.denverpost.com/entertainment/ci_22592550/georgia-okeeffes-west-at-denver-art-museum
http://www.denverpost.com/entertainment/ci_22592550/georgia-okeeffes-west-at-denver-art-museum
http://www.denverartmuseum.org/calendar/untitled-55-bound


April 1 
Georgia O'Keeffe in New Mexico: Architecture, Katsinam, and the Land Tour
Monday  1:00pm
A 45-minute public tour highlighting the new exhibition, Georgia O’Keefe in New Mexico:  
Architecture, Katsinam, and the Land.
Tours offered daily at 1 pm, February 10–April 28.
Meet in the first level elevator lobby of the Hamilton Building.
Free with admission. Reservations are not required.

April 3
Pictures of Katsina Tithu: Georgia O’Keeffe & Southwest Modernism - W. Jackson Rushing III
Members-Only Lecture.  3:00pm – 4:00pm Hamilton Building Sharp Auditorium - Lower Level 

This illustrated lecture, which is based on an essay published by the Georgia O’Keeffe Museum 
in conjunction with the exhibition “Georgia O’Keeffe in New Mexico: Architecture, Katsinam 
and the Land,” closely examines intentions, visual rhetoric, iconography, and the aesthetic results 
of a small but remarkable group of O’Keeffe’s drawing and paintings. Organized by the Petrie 
Institute of Western American Art and sponsored by the DAM Westerners
 
Tickets are $8 Advance registration is recommended.  Register online at or call 720-913-0130.
 

April 5
Conversation with Curator: Georgia O'Keeffe in New Mexico
Friday 4:00pm – 5:00pm
Meet at 4 pm on level one of the Hamilton Building. Information, call 720-913-0130.

Join curators Thomas Smith and John Lukavic for a tour and discussion of Georgia O’Keeffe in  
New Mexico: Architecture, Katsinam, and the Land. 
Conversations with Curators feature lively discussions with different curators on the first Friday 
of every month.  All Conversations are free with general admission and no reservations are 
needed. Note: John also made a presentation at the DAM February 22 Untitled event.

April 10 and 12 
Nooner Tours 12:00pm – 12:30pm
Southwest Landscapes: Georgia O’Keeffe & Her Contemporaries
Meet in the first level elevator lobby of the Hamilton Building.

http://www.gg-art.com/news/show.php?photo=22060l1.jpg


April 11 
Presentation on Southwest jewelry history by Michael Saks. Members only event.
Details will be sent to current Douglas Society members. Reservations required.

April 12-13
Antique Southwestern Silver and Jewelry Exhibition and Sale, plus a lecture  by Michael Saks on 
the history of Southwestern silver at Noon Saturday. Location: Saks Galleries in Cherry Creek.

April 28, 2013 - 12:00pm – 4:00pm
Dia del Niño Celebration
Celebrates children from around the world, with live music and dance throughout the Denver Art 
Museum (DAM) campus. Includes “Circles of the World” multimedia experience and 
internationally known Mexico City artist and designer, Cristina Pineda, who will delight children 
as she introduces her latest creation—Xico, the mythical dog born of dreams.  Free 
admission. .http://www.denverartmuseum.org/calendar/d-del-ni-o-celebration 

NOTE: April 28 is the last day for the Georgia O’Keeffe exhibit.

May

  

May 29

Red, White and Bold: Masterworks of Navajo Design, 1840-1870: Gallery Tour 
Wednesday  6:00pm – 8:00pm, Hamilton Building - Level 2 
Curator of Native Arts, Nancy Blomberg, will give a guided tour of the exhibition Red, White  
and Bold: Masterworks of Navajo Design, 1840-1870. She will speak on the major types of 
Navajo wearing blankets of the mid-19th century, with special emphasis on the artist's attention 
to design. Fifty examples of these textiles are included in the exhibition. Presented as part of a 
DAM-wide series of summer events and exhibitions, Spun: Adventures in Textiles. 

Doors open at: 5:30 pm. Check-in in the Hamilton Building level one atrium; the tour is in 
Martin & McCormick Gallery. 
Tickets are $5 for Douglas Society members, $10 for DAM members, $12 for others, and free 
for students with ID.  Reservations are required, event limited to 50 individuals: see details on 
the members’ postcard describing this event. Payment may be made at the door.

http://www.denverartmuseum.org/calendar/d-del-ni-o-celebration


 This exhibition opens May 19 and runs through September 22, 2013, in the  Martin & 
McCormick Gallery on the second floor of the Hamilton Building. For details, see 
http://denverartmuseum.org/exhibitions/red-white-bold-masterworks-navajo-design-1840-1870 .

May 19 – September 22
Spun: Adventures in Textiles 
The Denver Art Museum takes a wide-ranging look at textiles from pre-Columbian weavings to 
modern fiber art, Navajo blankets to an examination of clothing in art and photography in the 
campus-wide exhibition Spun: Adventures in Textiles. The museum’s newly opened and 
renovated textile art galleries—debuting in May 2013—and its inaugural show Cover Story are 
at the heart of this campus-wide event. The DAM’s permanent collections have inspired 
additional Spun exhibitions; see http://denverartmuseum.org/exhibitions/spun 

¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤

Annual Douglas Society Dinner, January 18, 2013 at the Denver Art Museum

 
Photo by Dudley Smith           Photo by Dudley Smith

Tom Towner presenting the Douglas Society     Ricardo Caté with some of his paintings
Circle of Honor Award to Nada and Don Graves  

Native Arts Department NEWS

Congratulations to John Lukavic! 

John was recently promoted to Associate Curator in the Native Arts Department. He marked his 
one-year anniversary on staff in February 2013.  John is in the news with a photograph and 
article, “Connecting with O’Keeffe,” in the DAM magazine, On and Off the Wall, in the March-
April, 2013, issue, and appeared on television on the Channel 9 news at noon on February 8. See 
http://www.9news.com/entertainment/315720/343/New-Georgia-OKeeffe-exhibit-at-DAM

http://www.9news.com/entertainment/315720/343/New-Georgia-OKeeffe-exhibit-at-DAM
http://denverartmuseum.org/exhibitions/spun
http://denverartmuseum.org/exhibitions/red-white-bold-masterworks-navajo-design-1840-1870


Grant
The Native Arts Department has received a $50,000 NEA Grant to underwrite the Artist in 
Residence program this year.  The artists are: Walt Pourier through January; Will Wilson, 
Navajo photographer, in March; and Marie Watt during the Spun exhibition.

Fall Conference
The Native American Art Studies Association (NAASA) will hold its 2013 conference in 
Denver, October 16-19, 2013. The program opens with a Wednesday reception and concludes 
with a banquet on Saturday night at the Denver Art Museum. The DAM Native Arts Department 
staff are quite involved with the Association in planning the three-day conference events. 
Sessions will be held in the Denver Art Museum and the main Denver Public Library. NAASA 
encourages the study and exchange of ideas on Native American art north of the Rio Grande and 
including the First Nations of Canada. Members include Native American artists and scholars, 
members of the academic community, museum professionals, writers, and others actively 
involved in the study of Native American art.  They hold a conference in alternate years.  
 See http://nativearts.org .

¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤

Ancient Southwest: Peoples, Pottery, and Place 
Exhibition through February 14, 2014
University of Colorado Museum of Natural History, Boulder   http://cumuseum.colorado.edu 

The exhibition features 100 ancient southwest pots from one of the museum's richest collections. 
The exhibition will be supported by beautiful background photography by aerial photographer 
Adriel Heisey. The exhibition officially runs 2/21/13 – 2/14/14. Lekson explains, "The striking 
pottery on display illustrate the remarkable range of Native societies, and their dramatic stories," 
adding, "The exhibit offers a new history of the ancient Southwest based on recent research and 
new insights.” This exhibit will share one of the museum's richest collections, "Southwestern 
pottery," while using Lekson's narrative to reduce ten thousand years of glorious, messy, 
incompressible human history into a short, coherent and enjoyable experience that challenges the 
conventional view of the ancient Southwest. 

The exhibition will highlight that there is much more to the ancient Southwest than Mesa Verde. 
Hohokam people of southern Arizona for instance, built canal irrigation systems that rivaled the 
Incas. Casas Grandes, the region’s last great city, linked the Southwest to the high civilizations 
of Mesoamerica. Chaco Canyon ruled a region that was larger than Ireland. The exhibition will 
include eight groupings that represent geographic/time periods including: Hohokam, Early 
Pueblo, Chaco, Mesa Verde, Mimbres, Casas Grandes, Pueblo, and Revivals. This will take 
viewers through more than 1500 years (500 to 2012) of ancient Southwest history.

March 7 at 7pm The Renaissance of Mesa Verde Pottery - Free Lecture by Clink Swink 
http://cumuseum.colorado.edu/events/48188  

http://cumuseum.colorado.edu/events/48188
http://www.adrielheisey.com/#a=0&at=0&mi=2&pt=1&pi=10000&s=6&p=22
http://cumuseum.colorado.edu/
http://nativearts.org/


May 1 at 7pm An Archaeological Triptych: What Mastadons, Pueblo Processions, and 
Building A New Museum Can Teach Us About The Past.
http://cumuseum.colorado.edu/events/48143  

New Museum Research Center Opens in Four Corners

Mesa Verde Visitor and Research 
Center Plaza  NPS photo

The brand new Mesa Verde 
National Park Visitor and 
Research Center Opened 
December 21, 2012 . 
The new building, located at the 
park entrance, replaces the 
aging Far View Visitor Center 
as the park's primary facility for 
orienting visitors to the park and 

surrounding area. It also houses a state-of-the-art research and storage facility for the park's 
archives and museum collection of over three million objects. This new LEED® (Leadership in 
Energy and Environmental Design) facility has been long awaited.
 
Exhibits, an information desk, and bookstore are located in the public spaces. Visitors can also 
look into the Research Center, which will house the park's research collection, archives and 
research library. This Center will open after the collections, library, and archives have moved.

The visitor center exhibits are designed to help visitors plan their visit to the park and to offer 
glimpses into the richness of Ancestral Puebloan culture and daily life. Other exhibits highlight 
the modern descendants of the Ancestral Pueblo people, the park's museum and research 
collection, the building's  sustainability features, and several original sculptures.
 
To visit Cliff Palace, Balcony House, or Long House cliff dwellings, you purchase tickets here. 
Park entrance fees are collected here from early January to early March. Visitor Center Hours 
expand in late May for the Summer. The Grand Opening for the Visitor and Research Center is 
scheduled for Thursday, May 23, 2013. This is just before the annual Indian Arts & Culture 
Festival (May 26-June 3). See http://mesaverdecountry.com/tourism/festivals/iacf/iacf.html 
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The Douglas Society

The Douglas Society is the support group for the Native Arts Department at the Denver Art 
Museum (DAM).  It was founded in 1974 to honor and ensure the continuance of the work of 
Frederic (Eric) Douglas, who had a nearly-30-year tenure as the Museum's curator of native arts 

http://mesaverdecountry.com/tourism/festivals/iacf/iacf.html
http://cumuseum.colorado.edu/events/48143


beginning in 1929.  The Society’s purpose is to advance the understanding and appreciation of 
the Museum’s Native Arts collections. The Douglas Society organizes lectures and meetings 
with distinguished scholars, native artists and performers. Members receive a quarterly 
newsletter and enjoy programs, workshops, and social events including the annual dinner.  

For more information, visit www.douglassociety.org or call 720/913-0165.

Welcome New Members

Carolyn and Bob Barnett, Connie and Jim Bull, Susan Carlson and Emi Peterson

Board of Directors

Nada Graves, President
Heather Fox, Treasurer
Max Douglas, Membership Chairperson
Jill Giller, Programs Chairperson
Annabeth Headrick
Joyce Herold
Carlene Hughes
Dena Mann
Sharon Rouse, Secretary
Rand Smith
Barbara L. Wagner, Communications Chairperson
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Photo credits: Denver Art Museum if not otherwise noted.

http://www.douglassociety.org/

