
     Teaching kids is fun...and challenging.  It is also 
very different from teaching adults. 
 
     Often, people think, "I'll teach kids first.  Then, 
after I learn some things, I'll move up to teaching 
adults."  Teaching doesn't work that way.  While 
there are basic skills that are useful in teaching both 
children and adults, there are also skills that are 
specific to teaching children.  Teaching children isn't 
easier than teaching adults...it's just different.  
Some people can teach adults, but not children.  
Other people are gifted in teaching children, but 
can't teach adults.  A few are able to do both. 
  
    This brochure contains a glimpse at the basics 
that are involved in this important ministry to 
children.   
 
     Why is teaching children such a vital ministry? 
 
     First, it is during these developmental years that 
children learn the key facts from the Bible and 
develop the habits of daily Bible ready, scripture 
memory, and regular prayer.  It is up to teachers to 
partner with parents to ensure that these habits are 
developed. 
 
     Second, it encourages children to regularly 
attend church worship and Sunday School classes, 
an important part of continued spiritual growth. 
 
     Third, it encourages life-long learning.  The 
primary purpose of a teacher is to teach students 
love learning and to teach them how to teach 
themselves.  Teachers and parents can't and won't 
always be with their students/children.  It is 
important that children grow into adults who are 
willing and interested in pursuing their Bible studies 
on their own. 
 

THE NUTS & BOLTS OF TEACHING KIDS 
 
1.  Teach from the Bible!  The Bible is your text book. 
Read the passage and get to know it.  The Bible is God's 
message and God's message is what you should be working 
to pass along to your students.  Don't rely totally on 
packaged curriculum.  Store-bought lesson material is a 
starting point.  It shouldn't "run" your class for you.  
Change & adapt as needed.  Use it for ideas and to guide 
your preparations.  Make it work for you and your students.  
Use these materials as supplements, not as your primary 
material.  Let kids read from the bible! 
 
2.  Keep the lessons short.  If you think the lesson you 
have planned is short enough, shorten it some more. Plan 
lessons  that will last for only one minute for each year 
of age of your students.  In other words, if you are 
teaching two-year-olds, your lesson should not be more 
than two minutes long. 
 

3.  Connect the lesson to your students' lives.  Be sure 
you end every lesson with at least one way kids can put 
that lesson into real-life, everyday use.  You, as the 
teacher, need to be sure that every lesson taught is 
understood by the kids in your care.  The lessons need to 
be connected to their lives.  If they don't see a way to use 
what they've learned, they will very quickly forget the 
lesson.  For example, if your lesson is on prayer, give them 
a sentence prayer to pray every day for the next week.  If 
the lesson is on loving one's enemies, help the kids choose 
a way to show kindness to someone that the student knows 
doesn't like him or her very well.  In other words, help your 
students to find at least one practical way to use in their 
day-to-day lives the lesson you are teaching them. 
 
4.  Keep games, crafts, & activities connected to the 
lesson topic & real life use.  Games, crafts, & activities 
should be used to reinforce what you are teaching.  Don't 
let them simply become "busy work."  Don't simply play a 
game or make a craft or do an activity because it makes 

your lesson preparations "easy."  We have a 
responsibility to teach kids God's word, God's way, 
& God's plan.  Each week kids spend 30-42 hours in 
school, 28-32 hours watching TV,  and 28-53 hours 
playing video games, using computers, and using 
other electronic devices yet Bible teachers usually 
have 1 hour – or less – each week to try to counter 
that and teach the Bible!  Make that time count! 
 
5.  Prepare Yourself 
 Choose a passage. 
 Pray over it. 

 Read it yourself. 
 Meditate on it.  That means think about what 
   the passage is saying.  Ask the 5 "W's" & 1 "H" 
    about the passage – Who-What-When-Where- 
    Why-How. 

 Prepare your lesson based on the Sample Lesson 
   Outline that follows.   
 
6.  Have a plan.  Below is a Sample Lesson 
Outline. This lesson outline will allow you to teach 
directly from the Bible.  You can choose any lesson 
passage and build your lesson around it.   
 

 Memory Verse Activity – Pick a lesson-related 
verse!  Keep this activity simple.  For example, have 
each student, in turn, say the memory verse then 
roll a die or spin a spinner or place a toothpick on a 
bottle top.  Go around the class 2-3 times as class 
time permits.  Total the score, then move on.  
Putting this kind of game at the beginning of the 
class gets the kids involved in the lesson quickly.  
They also look forward to arriving to a time of "play" 
before the "work" begins. 

 Lesson –  Don't be afraid to read real Bible 
verses in class.  If your lesson passage is lengthy, 
shorten it by reading only a few select verses.  
Remember to adjust lesson length to suit your 
students' age!  



 Primary Game or Craft – Don't try to do both in 
one lesson hour.  It's too much.  Remember to keep 
your chosen game or craft lesson-related and age 
appropriate.   

 Optional Game – Keep this game much simpler.  
Preferable something that doesn't require any 
materials & can be interrupted if class time runs out 
before the game is finished.  This game amounts to 
your "filler."  Use it to fill time at the end of class, if 
you still have time.  Remember to keep it lesson-
related.  Also, if your primary game or craft doesn't 
seem to go over well with the kids, you can stop it 
an replace it with your back up game. 
 
7.  Over-plan – Use your class time to the fullest! 
Plan more activities than you expect to use.  Don't 
intend to do everything that you plan.  You will 
exhaust yourself & burn out.  Plan several activities, 
then prioritize them.  Decide what is most important 
and do it first.  That way, if you should run out of 
time, you will have at least accomplished the most 
important thing in the lesson.  In my opinion, 
getting scripture embedded in the hearts of children 
is the #1 priority of any Bible teacher.  Therefore, I 
begin class with scripture memory, followed by the 
lesson.  Class is wrapped up with a game or craft 
that reinforces the lesson taught.  This helps ensure 
the lesson will be remembered.  
 
8.  Get Parents Involved 
Talk to your students' parents.  Ask questions about 
your students.  Get to know your students' 
strengths & weaknesses from their parents' 
perspective. 
 
9.  "Take Home" items.  Prepare something 
lesson-related for students to take home.  This can 
be as simply as a coloring page or puzzle page with 
the lesson scripture and/or memory verse on it or as 
complex as having the students make prayer 

journals, Bible maps, or models of the tabernacle, or other 
lesson-related items.  Items they can use or play with are 
wonderful!  Encourage your students to show these items to 
their parents and tell them about them.  This parent-child 
interaction serves to review the lesson taught.  Keep these 
items simple & age-appropriate. Choose items to be made 
by the students carefully.  It is very easy to end up with the 
teacher making 10 of something because the students 
aren't capable of doing it themselves.  This teaches the 
children nothing. 
 
10.  Make Learning a Game.  When kids play, they are 
learning without knowing they are learning.  "Hide" the 
learning inside plenty of fun activities and crafts.  Make it 
fun to be in your classroom.  What you will choose to do will 
vary depending on the age of your students and what each 
class enjoys.  I've taught some 3rd & 4th grade classes who 
loved crafts and hated active games while other 3rd and 4th 
grade classes needed to be active to enjoy learning and 
hated sitting down to make a craft.  What you teach one 
group of kids may need to be changed or adjusted for the 
next group of kids that enters your room.  Get to know your 
kids and adjust your lesson and activity plans according to 
each groups interests.  The more they are interested, the 
more they will get involved and the more they will learn. 
Keep it fun!  If you are having fun the kids will have fun 
and having fun keeps them coming back.  Coming back 
keeps them learning! 
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Teaching Children isn't a "simplified" 
version of teaching adults.  Teaching 

children requires special skills and  
special gifts.  Here are a few of the  

basics for those thinking about 
 entering children's ministry or for  

those who want a refresher course. 
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Loving God.   

          Loving each other.   
                 Serving the World. 


