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Part 4 - Freedom From Fear Of 
Punishment

TWO POWERS DECLARE
YOUR IDENTITY

1.  God has truthfully declared who we
     are, as His children, to keep us in
     freedom.

2.  Satan has deceptively declared who
     we are, to keep us in bondage.

The one we believe about our identity, 
determines if we will live in freedom

or in bondage.

TWO POWERS DECLARE
YOUR IDENTITY

1.  God's True Declaration Of Our
     Identity:

2 Corinthians 5:17, NIV – (17) There-
fore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new 
creation; the old has gone, the new has 
come!

TWO POWERS DECLARE
YOUR IDENTITY

2.  Satan's False Declaration Of Our
     Identity.

 Your     =       Your          +    Other's
Identity      Performance       Opinions

False Belief 1 - "I must meet certain 
standards to have value and be able to 
accept myself."

Our Problem:          Fear Of Failure
                                          ↓
                                 Performance

God's Solution:          Justification
                                          ↓
                           Forgiven & Made New                                     

False Belief 2 - "I must have the 
approval of certain others in order to 
accept myself."

Our Problem:         Fear Of Rejection
                                          ↓
                               Approval Addict

God's Solution:         Reconciliation
                                          ↓
                            Loved And Accepted                                     



False Belief 3 - "Those who fail are 
unworthy of love and deserve to be 
punished."

Our Problem:      Fear Of Punishment
                                          ↓
                               Blame Game

Why Do We Condemn People
Who Fail?

1.  We want them to experience pain.

2.  We believe the pain will cause the
     person to stop failing.

3.  We want people to "get what they
     deserve."
4.  We believe people's suffering is them
     getting what they deserve.

Why Do We Condemn People
Who Fail?

5.  We believe people's failure may make
     us look bad.

The Blame Test
1.  I fear what God might do to me.

2.  After I fail, I worry about God's
     response.

3.  When I see someone in a difficult
     situation, I wonder what they did to
     deserve it.
4.  When something goes wrong, I have a
     tendency to think that God must be
     punishing me.

The Blame Test
5.  I am very hard on myself when I fail.

6.  I find myself wanting to blame people
     when they fail.

7.  I get angry with God when someone
     who is immoral or dishonest prospers.

8.  I am compelled to tell others when I
     see them doing wrong.

The Blame Test
9.  I tend to focus on the faults of others.

10. God seems harsh to me.



Effects Of The Fear Of Punishment
1.  We are deceived into believing that we
     are God's agents of condemnation.

2.  We punish ourselves in the same way
     that we punish others.

3.  We develop a system for determining
     how much punishment we should
     receive.

Effects Of The Fear Of Punishment
4.  We believe that it is God who is
     condemning us, when it is actually
     Satan.

5.  Passivity

6.  Many types of fear.

God's Solution: Atonement!
1.  God's solution for the fear of 
     punishment is perfect love.

• 1 John 4:18, NIV – (18) There is no 
fear in love. But perfect love drives out 
fear, because fear has to do with 
punishment. …

God's Solution: Atonement!
2.  Perfect love was revealed in God's act
     of "Atonement" for our sins.

• 1 John 4:9-10, NIV – (9) This is how 
God showed his love among us: He 
sent his one and only Son into the 
world that we might live through him. 
(10) This is love: not that we loved 
God, but that he loved us and sent his 
Son as an atoning sacrifice for our 
sins.

God's Solution: Atonement!
3.  Understanding The Atonement

a)  God's holiness versus man's 
     sinfulness.

• Romans 3:23, NIV – (23) for all 
have sinned and fall short of the 
glory of God.

b)  God placed every sin for every
     person for all time on Jesus.

God's Solution: Atonement!
3.  Understanding The Atonement

  c)  Jesus took the punishment for every
    every sin for every person for all
    time.

d)  All punishment is finished

• John 19:30, NIV – (30) … Jesus 
said, "It is finished." With that, he 
bowed his head and gave up his 
spirit. 



God's Solution: Atonement!
4.  Why did the Father and the Son do
     this?

• 1 John 4:10, NIV – (10) This is love: 
not that we loved God, but that he 
loved us and sent his Son as an 
atoning sacrifice for our sins.

How To Benefit From This Sacrifice
1.  Agree with God as to His description of
     what happened.

• Colossians 2:6, NIV – (6) So then, just 
as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, 
continue to live in him.

• Proverbs 23:23, NIV – (23) Buy the 
truth and do not sell it; get wisdom, 
discipline and understanding.

How To Benefit From This Sacrifice?
2.  Reject condemnation.

• Romans 8:1, NIV – (1) Therefore, 
there is now no condemnation for 
those who are in Christ Jesus.

3.  Refuse to condemn others.

4.  Meditate on Jesus' sacrifice.

5.  Allow that love to penetrate your life.

YOU ARE ATONED FOR!
1.  You are now holy, pure and blameless
     before God.

4.  You never have to fear punishment
     from God.

2.  You are deeply and fully loved by God.

3.  There is absolutely no condemnation
     by God.

Allow God's perfect love
to drive out ALL your fear!

HOW TO BECOME A NEW CREATION

A.  Acknowledge Your Sin 

B.  Believe In Jesus, God’s Solution 

C.  Confess Your Sins And Receive
      Forgiveness

D.  Depend On God To Give You A
      New Life


