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LESSON TEN 

How To Minister The Word Of Knowledge 
Revised  May 20151 

 
KEY BIBLE VERSE: 
 

 1 Corinthians 12:7-8,10, NKJV - "But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each 
one for the profit of all: for to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, to 
another the word of knowledge through the same Spirit, ... to another discerning 
of spirits ..." 

 

 Remember that each manifestation is for the profit of all; it’s not about “wowing” 
the people, it’s about blessing the people. 

 
LESSON OBJECTIVES: 
 

 Understand what the word of knowledge is and how it works with other 
manifestations of the Spirit. 

 Give New Testament and Old Testament examples of this manifestation. 

 List various ways a word of knowledge can be received. 

 Know the process of delivering a word of knowledge. 
 
LESSON: 
 
A. WHAT IS A “WORD OF KNOWLEDGE”? 
 

1. A Revelatory Manifestation 
 

 The “word of knowledge” is one of three revelatory manifestations; “word of 
wisdom”, “word of knowledge”, and “discerning of spirits”. 
 

 1 Corinthians 12:7-8,10, AMP – (7) But to each one is given the manifestation 
of the [Holy] Spirit [the evidence, the spiritual illumination of the Spirit] for good 
and profit. (8) To one is given in and through the [Holy] Spirit [the power to 
speak] a message of wisdom, and to another [the power to express] a word of 
knowledge and understanding according to the same [Holy] Spirit; …. (10) … 
to another the ability to discern and distinguish between [the utterances of true] 
spirits [and false ones] …. 

 
2. Word of Knowledge Defined 

 

 The “word of knowledge” is a definite conviction, impression (including physical 
sensations), or a knowing. 
 

 It is supernatural insight or understanding of circumstances, situations, and 
problems. 
 

                                                           
1 Parts of this teaching are taken and modified from: “Healings, Miracles, Signs and Wonders Today 101” by Todd 
Bentley, © 2004 Fresh Fire Ministries. 
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 A word of knowledge is a divine piece (only a piece) of information about the 
past or present. 
 

 It is a supernaturally inspired utterance of facts. 
 

 "This is the supernatural revelation of fact about a person or situation, which is 
not learned through the efforts of the natural mind, but is a fragment of 
knowledge freely given by God, disclosing the truth which the Spirit wishes to 
be made known concerning a particular person or situation" (John Wimber, 
"Vineyard Fellowships," U.S.A.). 
 

 It is the supernatural ability to receive information and truth directly from God 
without natural means. It is “to know without knowing how you know.” 

 
B. THE OPERATION OF THE WORD OF KNOWLEDGE 
 
 1. Understand A Word Of Knowledge Is “Incomplete” 
 

 1 Corinthians 13:9, NKJV – (9) For we know in part and we prophesy in part. 
 

 We NEVER get the full picture. That is one of the reasons that the rest of the 
body of Christ is important. Each person will only get a part of the revelation, 
but together we can get a clearer picture. 

 
2. Three Parts To A Word Of Knowledge 

 

 The “word of knowledge” and the “word of wisdom often work together. Why is 
this so? Because when God gives a word of knowledge to a person, it is 
important for you to know what to do with that knowledge. The “word of wisdom” 
will help you to “rightly apply the knowledge”. Wisdom is knowing what, when, 
where, and how to do it. It’s “what do I do with what I received?” 

 

 There are three parts to every word of knowledge. In every “word of 
knowledge”, there is revelation, interpretation, and delivery. 

 
a) Revelation / Word Of Knowledge 

 

 Revelation is the information, the knowledge. 
 

b) Interpretation / Word Of Wisdom 
 

 Interpretation is what the revelation means, or how it is to be applied. 
But it must be by the Spirit, not by your own understanding. If you do not 
get the interpretation / application by the Spirit, DO NOT suggest 
anything. Trust someone else to get the interpretation / application, 
which may be a team member, or the receiver himself or herself. 
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c) Delivery 
 

 The delivery is also very important. A word of knowledge must be 
delivered in a way appropriate to that word. Giving a right word with the 
wrong delivery can severely hamper the receiving or understanding of 
the word. This includes your body posture, your tone of voice, and the 
timing of when you give the word. 

 
3. A Word Of Knowledge Is Most Often About The Past Or Present 
 

 A “word of knowledge” most often brings divine information about the past 
or present, not the future. Most future words are prophecy. 

 
4. Often A Word Of Knowledge Works With The Prophetic 
 

 Quite often a word of knowledge will work with or be accompanied by a 
prophetic word. 

 

 For example, God will show you who to prophecy over (word of knowledge), 
and then tell you what to prophecy (prophetic word). Or God may reveal to 
you that someone in the room has a specific struggle or issue (word of 
knowledge), and when the person comes forward, God will give you a 
prophetic word for them (prophetic word). 

 
C. NEW TESTAMENT EXAMPLES OF THE WORD OF KNOWLEDGE 
 

1. Knowledge Of Provision 
 

 Luke 19:30-31, NKJV – (30) … "Go into the village opposite you, where as you 
enter you will find a colt tied, on which no one has ever sat. Loose it and bring 
it here. (31) And if anyone asks you, 'Why are you loosing it?' thus you shall 
say to him, 'Because the Lord has need of it.' " 

 

 What “word(s) of knowledge” did Jesus receive? 

 They will find a colt. 

 The colt was tied up. 

 It was at the entrance to the village. 

 No one had ever sat on the colt (it had never been ridden). 

 No one would stop them from borrowing the colt. 
 

 These words of knowledge gave the disciples guidance to find a colt at no cost, 
that Jesus could borrow and use to ride into Jerusalem on “Palm” Sunday. 

 

 Matthew 17:27, NKJV – (27) Nevertheless, lest we offend them, go to the sea, 
cast in a hook, and take the fish that comes up first. And when you have opened 
its mouth, you will find a piece of money; take that and give it to them for Me 
and you." 
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 What “word(s) of knowledge” did Jesus receive? 

 Peter should go to the sea and catch a fish. 

 The first fish would have a piece of money in it. 

 The amount of money was enough to pay the taxes for both Jesus and 
Peter. 

 

 These words of knowledge allowed Jesus to fulfill His obligation as a Jew, by 
paying taxes to the governing authority at that time. At the same time, Jesus 
was able to demonstrate God’s ability to provide for us, so that we can be 
obedient citizens and fulfill all of our obligations. 

 
2. Knowledge For Evangelism 
 

 John 4:4-42, NKJV – (4) … A woman of Samaria came to draw water. Jesus 
said to her, "Give Me a drink." (8) For His disciples had gone away into the city 
to buy food. (9) Then the woman of Samaria said to Him, "How is it that You, 
being a Jew, ask a drink from me, a Samaritan woman?" For Jews have no 
dealings with Samaritans. … (16) Jesus said to her, "Go, call your husband, 
and come here." (17) The woman answered and said, "I have no husband." 
Jesus said to her, "You have well said, 'I have no husband,' (18) for you have 
had five husbands, and the one whom you now have is not your husband; in 
that you spoke truly." (19) The woman said to Him, "Sir, I perceive that You are 
a prophet. … (28) The woman then left her waterpot, went her way into the city, 
and said to the men, (29) "Come, see a Man who told me all things that I ever 
did. Could this be the Christ?" (30) Then they went out of the city and came to 
Him. … (39) And many of the Samaritans of that city believed in Him because 
of the word of the woman who testified, "He told me all that I ever did." (40) So 
when the Samaritans had come to Him, they urged Him to stay with them; and 
He stayed there two days. (41) And many more believed because of His own 
word. (42) Then they said to the woman, "Now we believe, not because of what 
you said, for we ourselves have heard Him and we know that this is indeed the 
Christ, the Savior of the world." 

 

 What word(s) of knowledge did Jesus receive? 

 The woman had been involved in 5 sexual relationships. 

 She was not married to her present partner. 
 

 What happened as a result? The woman went into the city and told them about 
Jesus, and many Samaritans believed because of the testimony of the woman. 
Many of the people of the city became believers because Jesus gave one word 
of knowledge to one woman. 

 
3. Knowledge Of A Lie 
 

 Acts 5:1-5, NKJV – (1) But a certain man named Ananias, with Sapphira his 
wife, sold a possession. (2) And he kept back part of the proceeds, his wife 
also being aware of it, and brought a certain part and laid it at the apostles' feet. 
(3) But Peter said, "Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy 
Spirit and keep back part of the price of the land for yourself? (4) While it 
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remained, was it not your own? And after it was sold, was it not in your own 
control? Why have you conceived this thing in your heart? You have not lied to 
men but to God." (5) Then Ananias, hearing these words, fell down and 
breathed his last. So great fear came upon all those who heard these things. 

 

 What word of knowledge did Peter receive? 

 Ananias sold a property, but lied about withholding part of the price of the 
land for himself. 
 

 In this case, the word of knowledge was used to reveal sin and corruption in 
the church. While this type of a word of knowledge must be used with much 
sensitivity, it can be used to reveal to leaders obstacles which may be hindering 
the ministry of the church in some area. 

 
4. Knowledge For Direction 
 

 Acts 9:10-16, NKJV – (10) Now there was a certain disciple at Damascus 
named Ananias; and to him the Lord said in a vision, "Ananias." And he said, 
"Here I am, Lord." (11) So the Lord said to him, "Arise and go to the street 
called Straight, and inquire at the house of Judas for one called Saul of Tarsus, 
for behold, he is praying. (12) And in a vision he has seen a man named 
Ananias coming in and putting his hand on him, so that he might receive his 
sight." (13) Then Ananias answered, "Lord, I have heard from many about this 
man, how much harm he has done to Your saints in Jerusalem. (14) And here 
he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who call on Your name." (15) 
But the Lord said to him, "Go, for he is a chosen vessel of Mine to bear My 
name before Gentiles, kings, and the children of Israel. (16) For I will show him 
how many things he must suffer for My name's sake." 

 

 What words(s) of knowledge did Ananias receive? 

 He was to go to a street called “Straight” 

 He was to go to the house of Judas. 

 He was to look for Saul of Tarsus. 

 Saul would be praying. 

 Saul had a vision of a man named Ananias coming to him and praying for 
him to receive his sight. 

 Saul is a chosen vessel for Christ to testify before Gentiles, kings, and the 
children of Israel. 

 Saul will have to suffer for Christ’s name. 
 

 Ananias was given very clear words of direction, so that Ananias could find 
Saul, pray for him for healing, and confirm Christ’s call for Saul’s life. 

 
5. Knowledge For A Warning Of Danger 
 

 Acts 22:17-21, NKJV – (17) "Now it happened, when I returned to Jerusalem 
and was praying in the temple, that I was in a trance (18) and saw Him saying 
to me, 'Make haste and get out of Jerusalem quickly, for they will not receive 
your testimony concerning Me.' (19) So I said, 'Lord, they know that in every 
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synagogue I imprisoned and beat those who believe on You. (20) And when 
the blood of Your martyr Stephen was shed, I also was standing by consenting 
to his death, and guarding the clothes of those who were killing him.' (21) Then 
He said to me, 'Depart, for I will send you far from here to the Gentiles.' " 

 

 What word(s) of knowledge did Paul receive? 

 He had to leave Jerusalem quickly, because the people would not receive 
his testimony concerning Christ. 

 He would leave Jerusalem and go far away to the Gentiles. 
 

 Paul was given a clear warning of approaching danger and the need to leave 
quickly, and a clear revelation that Christ would now use him to reach the 
Gentiles. 

 
D. OLD TESTAMENT EXAMPLES OF THE WORD OF KNOWLEDGE 
 

1. Revelation For Warning A King 
 

 2 Kings 6:8-10, NKJV – (8) Now the king of Syria was making war against 
Israel; and he consulted with his servants, saying, "My camp will be in such and 
such a place." (9) And the man of God sent to the king of Israel, saying, 
"Beware that you do not pass this place, for the Syrians are coming down 
there." (10) Then the king of Israel sent someone to the place of which the man 
of God had told him. Thus he warned him, and he was watchful there, not just 
once or twice. 

 

 What word of knowledge did Elisha receive? 

 The King of Israel was not to make his camp in a certain place, because the 
King of Syria would be there. 

 

 This word of knowledge kept the King of Israel and his troops safe from ambush 
and attack. 

 
2. Revelation For Instructions On Building A Boat 
 

 Genesis 6:14-22, NKJV – (14) Make yourself an ark of gopher wood; make 
rooms in the ark, and cover it inside and outside with pitch. (15) And this is how 
you shall make it: The length of the ark shall be three hundred cubits, its width 
fifty cubits, and its height thirty cubits. (16) You shall make a window for the 
ark, and you shall finish it to a cubit from above; and set the door of the ark in 
its side. You shall make it with lower, second, and third decks. (17) And behold, 
I Myself am bringing floodwaters on the earth, to destroy from under heaven all 
flesh in which is the breath of life; everything that is on the earth shall die. (18) 
But I will establish My covenant with you; and you shall go into the ark — you, 
your sons, your wife, and your sons' wives with you. (19) And of every living 
thing of all flesh you shall bring two of every sort into the ark, to keep them alive 
with you; they shall be male and female. (20) Of the birds after their kind, of 
animals after their kind, and of every creeping thing of the earth after its kind, 
two of every kind will come to you to keep them alive. (21) And you shall take 
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for yourself of all food that is eaten, and you shall gather it to yourself; and it 
shall be food for you and for them." (22) Thus Noah did; according to all that 
God commanded him, so he did. 

 

 What “word(s) of knowledge” did Noah receive? 

 He was to make an ark. 

 He was to make the ark out of gopher wood. 

 He was to make rooms in the ark. 

 He was to cover the ark inside and out with pitch. 

 The ark was to be 300 cubits long by 50 cubits wide by 30 cubits high. 

 There would be one window in the ark. 

 There would be one door in the side of the ark. 

 The ark would have 3 decks. 

 God would cause a flood on the earth to destroy all life. 

 God would make a covenant with Noah and his wife and his sons and their 
wives. 

 They would be allowed on the ark and their lives saved. 

 He would bring two of each kind of animal, a male and female, onto the ark. 

 He was to bring food for his family and the animals, for them to eat. 
 

 This word of knowledge gave Noah detailed plans on how to save a remnant 
of humanity, as well as every kind of animal, to re-populate the earth after the 
flood. Remember that this was particularly amazing, as it had never rained on 
the earth up to this point (see Genesis 2:5-6). 

 
3. Revelation To Reveal A Lie 
 

 2 Kings 5:20-27, NKJV – (20) But Gehazi, the servant of Elisha the man of God, 
said, "Look, my master has spared Naaman this Syrian, while not receiving 
from his hands what he brought; but as the LORD lives, I will run after him and 
take something from him." (21) So Gehazi pursued Naaman. When Naaman 
saw him running after him, he got down from the chariot to meet him, and said, 
"Is all well?" (22) And he said, "All is well. My master has sent me, saying, 
'Indeed, just now two young men of the sons of the prophets have come to me 
from the mountains of Ephraim. Please give them a talent of silver and two 
changes of garments.'" (23) So Naaman said, "Please, take two talents." And 
he urged him, and bound two talents of silver in two bags, with two changes of 
garments, and handed them to two of his servants; and they carried them on 
ahead of him. (24) When he came to the citadel, he took them from their hand, 
and stored them away in the house; then he let the men go, and they departed. 
(25) Now he went in and stood before his master. Elisha said to him, "Where 
did you go, Gehazi?" And he said, "Your servant did not go anywhere." (26) 
Then he said to him, "Did not my heart go with you when the man turned back 
from his chariot to meet you? Is it time to receive money and to receive clothing, 
olive groves and vineyards, sheep and oxen, male and female servants? (27) 
Therefore the leprosy of Naaman shall cling to you and your descendants 
forever." And he went out from his presence leprous, as white as snow. 
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 What “word(s) of knowledge” did Elisha receive? 

 Elisha knew that his servant Gehazi had lied to Naaman, in order to take 
money and clothing from him, and hide them from Elisha. 

 

 This is a very special case of the word of knowledge, because somehow 
Elisha’s “heart” (Hebrew = leb = heart or centre of a life) travelled with Gehazi 
to observe what he had done. 

 
4. Revelation Of A Successor 
 

 1 Kings 19:15-16, NKJV – (15) Then the LORD said to him: "Go, return on your 
way to the Wilderness of Damascus; and when you arrive, anoint Hazael as 
king over Syria. (16) Also you shall anoint Jehu the son of Nimshi as king over 
Israel. And Elisha the son of Shaphat of Abel Meholah you shall anoint as 
prophet in your place. 

 

 What “word(s) of knowledge did Elijah receive? 

 Go to Damascus 

 Anoint Hazael as King over Syria 

 Anoint Jehu as King over Israel 

 Anoint Elisha to take his place as God’s prophet. 
 

 Elijah’s ministry was coming to an end, and so God gave him a word of 
knowledge to replace 2 kings, and to anoint a successor to his own ministry of 
that as a prophet. 

 
5. King's Anointing Confirmed 
 

 1 Samuel 9:16-10:9, NKJV – (9:16) "Tomorrow about this time I will send you 
a man from the land of Benjamin, and you shall anoint him commander over 
My people Israel, that he may save My people from the hand of the Philistines; 
for I have looked upon My people, because their cry has come to Me." (17) So 
when Samuel saw Saul, the LORD said to him, "There he is, the man of whom 
I spoke to you. This one shall reign over My people." … (20) But as for your 
donkeys that were lost three days ago, do not be anxious about them, for they 
have been found. And on whom is all the desire of Israel? Is it not on you and 
on all your father's house?" … (23) And Samuel said to the cook, "Bring the 
portion which I gave you, of which I said to you, 'Set it apart.'" … (10:2) When 
you have departed from me today, you will find two men by Rachel's tomb in 
the territory of Benjamin at Zelzah; and they will say to you, 'The donkeys which 
you went to look for have been found. And now your father has ceased caring 
about the donkeys and is worrying about you, saying, "What shall I do about 
my son?" ‘(3) Then you shall go on forward from there and come to the terebinth 
tree of Tabor. There three men going up to God at Bethel will meet you, one 
carrying three young goats, another carrying three loaves of bread, and another 
carrying a skin of wine. (4) And they will greet you and give you two loaves of 
bread, which you shall receive from their hands. (5) After that you shall come 
to the hill of God where the Philistine garrison is. And it will happen, when you 
have come there to the city, that you will meet a group of prophets coming down 
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from the high place with a stringed instrument, a tambourine, a flute, and a harp 
before them; and they will be prophesying. (6) Then the Spirit of the LORD will 
come upon you, and you will prophesy with them and be turned into another 
man. (7) And let it be, when these signs come to you, that you do as the 
occasion demands; for God is with you. …” (9) So it was, when he had turned 
his back to go from Samuel, that God gave him another heart; and all those 
signs came to pass that day. 

 

 What word(s) of knowledge did Samuel receive concerning Saul? 

 God would send Samuel a man the next day at about the same time of day. 
(16) 

 The man would be from the land of Benjamin. (16) 

 He was to be anointed as commander (King) over Israel (16) 

 This man would save God’s people from the Philistines. (16) 

 When Samuel saw Saul, God revealed that he was the man. (17) 

 Samuel knew that Saul had lost some donkeys (20) 

 Samuel knew that they had been lost 3 days ago (20) 

 They had been found (20) 

 Samuel knew that Saul would be in the hall on that day, even before he met 
Saul, and so had already told the cook to prepare a special portion of meat 
(23) 

 Saul would find two men. (2) 

 The two men would be by Rachel’s tomb in the territory of Benjamin. (2) 

 The men will say, “The donkeys have been found” (2) 

 The men will say, “Your father is now concerned about you, Saul” (2) 

 Saul was then to go to the terebinth tree of Tabor (3) 

 He will meet 3 men. (3) 

 The 3 men will be going up to God at Bethel. (3) 

 One man will be carrying 3 young goats. (3) 

 One man will be carrying 3 loaves of bread. (3) 

 One man will be carrying a skin of wine. (3) 

 The three men would greet Saul (4) 

 They would give him 2 loaves of bread (4) 

 Then Saul is to go to the hill of God where the Philistine garrison is (5) 

 Saul will meet a group of prophets (5) 

 They will be coming down from the high place (5) 

 They will have a stringed instrument (5) 

 They will have a tambourine (5) 

 They will have a flute (5) 

 They will have a harp (5) 

 They will be prophesying (5) 

 The Spirit of the Lord will come upon Saul (6) 

 Saul will prophesy with the prophets (6) 

 Saul will be turned into another man (6) 
 

 32 words of knowledge just to confirm Saul as King! 
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E. PREPARING TO RECEIVE WORDS OF KNOWLEDGE 
 

1. Cleanse Your Heart 
 

 Psalm 66:18, NKJV – (18) If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear. 
 

 “Hear” [Hebrew = shama] = “hear, call, consider, declare, give ear to, tell, listen 
to, make a proclamation to, publish to, regard, report to, show, tell, witness to” 

 

 The word “hear”, therefore, can be translated as “hear” or “show”. We must 
walk with a pure heart before God. If we don’t, it will hinder our communication 
with the Lord. It will hinder Him from hearing us, and it will certainly hinder us 
from hearing Him. 

 

 1 John 1:9, NKJV – (9) If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive 
us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

 The only Biblical way to cleansing, is through confession. A lifestyle of ongoing 
confession, results in a lifestyle of ongoing cleansing, and hearing. 

 
2. Earnestly Desire Spiritual Manifestations 
 

 1 Corinthians 14:1, NKJV – (1) Pursue love, and desire spiritual gifts, but 
especially that you may prophesy. 
 

 “Desire” [Greek = zeloo] = “warmth of feeling for, covet, covet earnestly, have 
desire for, be zealous for” 

 

 “Spiritual gifts” [Greek = pneumatikos] = “things of the Spirit, supernatural 
things” (not “gifts”). 

 

 The same word is using in 1 Corinthians 12:1, when it introduces the 
“manifestations of the Spirit”. So Paul is telling us to “eagerly or zealously desire 
spiritual manifestations”. God would never tell us to desire something He 
doesn’t want us to have. 

 

 Romans 1:11, NKJV – (11) For I long [eagerly desire] to see you, that I may 
impart to you some spiritual gift, so that you may be established. 
 

 “Spiritual gift” [Greek = pneumatikos charisma] = “supernatural or spiritual 
grace or endowment or miraculous faculty] 
 

 Paul eagerly desired to meet with the Christians in Rome and lay hands on 
them and pray for them, that they would receive a spiritual impartation and start 
to function in the supernatural manifestations of the Holy Spirit. 
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3. Spend Time Waiting Before The Lord 
 

 Psalm 106:13-15, NKJV – (13) They soon forgot His works; They did not wait 
for His counsel, (14) But lusted exceedingly in the wilderness, and tested God 
in the desert. (15) And He gave them their request, but sent leanness into their 
soul. 

 

 The Israelites in the desert did not wait for God’s counsel, but instead just cried 
out for Him to give them whatever they desired, and as quickly as possible. As 
a result, God gave them what they wanted, but also gave them a leanness into 
their soul. In other words, God gave them some material provision, but reduced 
their capacity to receive all that God had for them. 

 

 In the same way, if we are going to develop an ability (or an increased capacity) 
to receive words of knowledge as a lifestyle, we are going to have to stop 
demanding God give us a quick word here and there when we are desperate, 
and instead learn how to wait on Him for His “counsel” [Hebrew = etsah] = 
“advice, plan, advisement, counsel, purpose, prudence, consultation, 
guidance”. It is only as we spend time “waiting” before Him, that we learn how 
to receive the deep, clear, and insightful words of knowledge from the Lord. 

 

 Many ministers are discovering this secret, and are taking time before church 
services and crusades to wait on Him, and receive His counsel concerning what 
God wants to say and do during the service, writing these things down, and 
then sharing them with the people during the meetings. They often get pictures 
of people’s faces, what they are wearing, where they are from, and some 
personal information about them such as birth dates, wedding anniversaries, 
type of illness, etc., or what types of things God wants to heal in the meeting. 

 
4. Ask God To Show You Those Who Will Be Healed 
 

 Instead of just asking God to show you what needs the people have who are in 
the meeting, what their conditions are, and what they are struggling with, try 
asking God to show you, very specifically, words of knowledge concerning the 
people that God will be healing in that meeting. Often we get a word of 
knowledge for someone with a specific condition, but because there is still 
something in their life that is hindering their healing, they are not healed in that 
meeting. So instead, ask God to give you words of knowledge concerning those 
who are ready to be healed, and that God will definitely heal in that meeting. 

 

 So get quiet before the Lord, wait until you sense His presence, and then pray 
something simple like, “Father, show me what you are going to do tonight.” And 
if God says “I will heal backs”, then pray for backs to be healed. Then, as you 
grow in this ability, start to ask God questions, such as “it is a man or a woman 
with the back problem, how old, what side of the room are they sitting in, what 
is the person’s name, what part of the back?” Once you begin to get words of 
knowledge for what conditions, begin to “push” God for details. 

 

 If you will practice this every day, over the months you will find your words of 
knowledge becoming more and more accurate and detailed. 
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5. Be Prepared To Step Out 
 

 Once you receive words of knowledge, be prepared to step out. Words of 
knowledge must be declared in order to be endued with God’s creative power. 

 
6. Leave Yourself Room For Error 
 

 Often, we will “miss” the word of knowledge just a bit. For example, you may 
get the word of knowledge, “a man who is 48 years old has cancer”, but you 
are not sure if you heard the “48” accurately. Or you may see the man’s face, 
but not be sure of their age. So as you are .beginning to learn how to receive 
words of knowledge, say, “those with cancer please stand”. Then see if any 
men stand. If so, ask, “are any of you in your late 40’s, perhaps 48 to 50?” And 
whoever says “me”, pray for them for healing. As God touches them, the other 
people in the room with cancer may have their faith stirred, so that they also 
will be ready to be healed. If you sense this, then pray for them also, otherwise 
have the others sit back down, and ask them to wait until later in the service 
and see what God wants to do. 

 
F. HOW YOU CAN RECEIVE WORDS OF KNOWLEDGE 
 

 The word “knowledge” is the Greek word “gnosis”. It can mean “to know, to know 
absolutely, to have knowledge, to be aware of, to feel, to perceive, to be sure of, 
to understand, to be resolved about”. 

 

 The word “word” is the Greek word “logos”. It can mean “a word, something said, 
a thought, a topic, a reasoning, a motive, a divine expression, a communication, 
an utterance, a work, a showing, a putting forth”. 

 

 Together these two definitions can help us to understand how to receive “words of 
knowledge”. 

 
1. Through Thoughts 

 

 A word of knowledge may just be a thought that comes suddenly to us from 
outside of us, that witnesses to us in a special way as being from God, rather 
than from our imagination. 

 
2. Through Impressions 

 

 A word of knowledge may also be an impression, a feeling, rather than a 
thought. We may “feel” a sadness, a joy, a concern, a fear, or some other 
impression concerning a person. 

 
3. Through Body Impressions Or Sensations 
 

 A word of knowledge may also be a body impression, such as a tingling or pain 
in our body, that wasn’t there a moment ago. If we ask people in the group if 
they are “feeling” the pain we are suddenly feeling, we may find that we are 
experiencing the pain that God wants us to pray for, in a person or persons. 
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 4. Through Dreams 
 

 Matthew 2:12-13, NKJV – (12) Then, being divinely warned in a dream that 
they should not return to Herod, they departed for their own country another 
way. (13) Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared 
to Joseph in a dream, saying, "Arise, take the young Child and His mother, flee 
to Egypt, and stay there until I bring you word; for Herod will seek the young 
Child to destroy Him." 

 

 In this case, Joseph was given two words of knowledge in two separate 
dreams, one to avoid Herod when they left Bethlehem, and the second to flee 
to Egypt until they received further instructions from God. 

 
 5. Through Visions 
 

 Acts 16:9-10, NKJV – (9) And a vision appeared to Paul in the night. A man of 
Macedonia stood and pleaded with him, saying, "Come over to Macedonia and 
help us." (10) Now after he had seen the vision, immediately we sought to go 
to Macedonia, concluding that the Lord had called us to preach the gospel to 
them. 

 

 Previously, Paul had tried to go to Asia, but the Holy Spirit forbade him. Then 
he tried to go into Bithynia, but the Holy Spirit did not permit him. So what did 
Paul do? He waited for guidance from God, and God gave him a vision of a 
man from Macedonia pleading with Paul to come to Macedonia. Paul 
concluded that this vision was a word of knowledge from the Lord, and 
immediately went to Macedonia. 

 
 6. Through The Still Small Voice 
 

 1 Kings 19:11-12, NKJV – (11) Then He said, "Go out, and stand on the 
mountain before the LORD." And behold, the LORD passed by, and a great 
and strong wind tore into the mountains and broke the rocks in pieces before 
the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind; and after the wind an earthquake, 
but the LORD was not in the earthquake; (12) and after the earthquake a fire, 
but the LORD was not in the fire; and after the fire a still small voice. 

 

 1 Samuel 9:15-16, NKJV – (15) Now the LORD had told Samuel in his ear the 
day before Saul came, saying, (16) "Tomorrow about this time I will send you 
a man from the land of Benjamin, and you shall anoint him commander over 
My people Israel, that he may save My people from the hand of the Philistines; 
for I have looked upon My people, because their cry has come to Me." 

 

 These two passages indicate that God gave a word of knowledge to both Elijah, 
and Samuel, not through a thought or impression, but through a very quiet, 
audible voice. It was “a still small voice” that God spoke “in his ear”, almost a 
whisper, but very clear to both of them. 
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 7. Through A Trance 
 

 Acts 11:4-15, NKJV – (4) But Peter explained it to them in order from the 
beginning, saying: (5) "I was in the city of Joppa praying; and in a trance I saw 
a vision, an object descending like a great sheet, let down from heaven by four 
corners; and it came to me. (6) When I observed it intently and considered, I 
saw four-footed animals of the earth, wild beasts, creeping things, and birds of 
the air. (7) And I heard a voice saying to me, 'Rise, Peter; kill and eat.' (8) But 
I said, 'Not so, Lord! For nothing common or unclean has at any time entered 
my mouth.' (9) But the voice answered me again from heaven, 'What God has 
cleansed you must not call common.' (10) Now this was done three times, and 
all were drawn up again into heaven. (11) At that very moment, three men stood 
before the house where I was, having been sent to me from Caesarea. (12) 
Then the Spirit told me to go with them, doubting nothing. Moreover these six 
brethren accompanied me, and we entered the man's house. (13) And he told 
us how he had seen an angel standing in his house, who said to him, 'Send 
men to Joppa, and call for Simon whose surname is Peter, (14) who will tell 
you words by which you and all your household will be saved.' (15) And as I 
began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them, as upon us at the beginning. 

 

 Peter received a word of knowledge while in a trance, that he was not to call a 
person “unclean” or “common” what God had “cleansed” (referring to the 
Gentiles). This led Peter to be open to the house of Cornelius becoming 
Christians, and the Gentiles being accepted into the church. 

 
 8. Through The Word Of God 
 

 John 14:26, NKJV – (26) But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will 
send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance 
all things that I said to you. 

 

 Another way God gives us a word of knowledge, is by giving us a scripture 
verse, such as “you shall live and not die”, or “my peace I leave you, my peace 
I give you”, or some other such verse. 

 
 9. Through Angels 
 

 Acts 10:30-33, NKJV – (30) So Cornelius said, "Four days ago I was fasting 
until this hour; and at the ninth hour I prayed in my house, and behold, a man 
stood before me in bright clothing, (31) and said, 'Cornelius, your prayer has 
been heard, and your alms are remembered in the sight of God. (32) Send 
therefore to Joppa and call Simon here, whose surname is Peter. He is lodging 
in the house of Simon, a tanner, by the sea. When he comes, he will speak to 
you.' (33) So I sent to you immediately, and you have done well to come. Now 
therefore, we are all present before God, to hear all the things commanded you 
by God." 

 

 In this case, an angel came to Cornelius to give him instructions to send for 
Simon Peter in Joppa, because Peter would tell Him about God’s will for him. 
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G. GIVING A WORD OF KNOWLEDGE 
 

 Whenever you receive a word of knowledge, there are four questions that you 
should ask yourself first, before sharing the word: 

 
1. Is This For Prayer Only? 
 

 Not every word of knowledge given to you is to be shared publically, or even 
shared with the person privately. They may only be given to you, so that you 
can intercede for the person. 

 
2. Should I Share This With The Local Church Leaders First? 
 

 Certain words of knowledge should be shared with the local church leadership 
first. One example of this would be words of knowledge which bring into 
question a person’s integrity or morality, and which should be addressed by the 
leadership and not by you. A second example would be a word of knowledge 
calling a person into a five-fold ministry. A third would be a directional word, 
which could affect a person’s ministry or membership in a local church. 

 
3. Is This Public Or Private Information? 
 

 Certain words of knowledge are for the individual only, and not for any other 
person to hear. For example, a word of knowledge about infidelity should be 
shared only with the person, and no one else. 

 
4. Will This Bring Edification To The Individual And The Church? 

 

 Certain words of knowledge will not bring edification to the individual or to the 
church. These words must be either rephrased in a more positive way, or left 
unsaid. When giving words of knowledge publically, they must be done in such 
a way that both the person, and the meeting as a whole, is encouraged. 

 

 If there is every any doubt concerning what to do with a word of knowledge, check 
with the local church leadership first. 

 
PRAYER: 
 

 Father, I ask that you would stir up a burning desire for spiritual gifts in me. I pray 
that You would reveal to me Your great desire to give me spiritual gifts like the 
word of knowledge. Please remove any obstacles in my life and enlarge my 
capacity to receive words of knowledge. Lord, I ask that You would help me realize 
throughout my day when You are speaking to me words of knowledge for the 
purpose of personal direction, edification of others or for soul winning. Let the 
increase of revelation in my life produce a great, fruitful harvest of good works for 
Your kingdom. Amen. 
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ACTIVATION: 
 

 Get a pen and paper, and quiet yourself. Look for a word, an impression, a feeling 
in your body, an image, a picture, or some other expression of a word of 
knowledge. Try to get two words. Then, one at a time, share those words and 
respond accordingly, by praying for the appropriate person, ministering healing, 
etc. 

 

 Note: When you get a word of knowledge, don’t be satisfied. Press in and ask for 
more details. If you receive a word for healing, ask what type of illness, whether 
the person is a male or female, their age, etc. If the object is a car, ask for the 
colour, what type of car (van, sedan, hatchback, SUV, etc.). Try to get as many 
details as you can. 


