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The Summer is…project originated 
as an idea solicited from the 

creative community. The DAM put 
a call out for proposals to local 

artists, architects and sculptors… 

…and ultimately worked with 
designers and builders 

WORKSHOP8 and Blue Spruce 
Design & Construction to realize 
their vision of “urban campfires” 

on Martin Plaza.  



Over 3,000 people have filled out tags and 
shared their summer stories since May. 

Community members’ voices are coming 
together to activate the installation, cultivate 
it, and shape its meaning. Taken all together, 
the Summer is… tags form a snapshot of the 

community that created them and a 
collective journal of this particular summer—

summer 2014 in Colorado.  



People of all ages have 
participated, including this 

grandma/grandson pair.  



People of all backgrounds have contributed and written tags in 
many different languages, including Chinese, Spanish and 

German.   



People have been documenting what’s 
been going on around town, from major 

events to smaller happenings.  



They’ve also been 
capturing specific 

moments that have 
occurred on the 

DAM’s door step, 
recording memories 

as they’re being 
made. 



While some people have been recording specific events, specific moments in time and specific 
memories, others have been taking a step back to share their big, overarching ideas about 

summer.  



Also mixed in are some 
pretty personal tags. 



In fact, a lot of people are—unprompted—
signing their tags with their names. Some 

people are only writing their names.  



Overall, Summer is…is a 
representation of both what’s 

happening in our community and 
who makes up our community. 

This project is much more than a 
collection of responses: 

contributors’ voices intermingle 
and weave together to form a 
tapestry that not only reflects, 
but is a living breathing part of 

the community, constantly 
evolving and growing.   



Along that line, the 
project is being used in a 
variety of ways—ways we 

planned for, ways we 
hoped for and ways we 

could not have 
anticipated, all of which 

reinforce the work of the 
tags to actively foster 

community. We’ve been 
using it in museum 

programs… 



…and it’s being used outside 
of museum programs. The 

campfires have become 
popular lunch spots for people 
working in the neighborhood. 



A Denver Public Library group was 
inspired by the campfires to make 

s’mores using solar-powered ovens.  



And on any given day, you’re likely to find sunbathers enjoying 
the campfires and soakin’ up some rays. 



In recognition of the special way 
this project has brought the 
community together, we’ve 
pieced together an “Ode to 

Summer is..” using a few tags.  

continue 



̭ Just 
̭ short 

Simply put, summer is  



Now it’s your turn! 


