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Pause
Like this verse, the rest of Psalm 33 celebrates the many good things God does for us, 
especially his creating and sustaining work in our lives. Look around right now. How many 
blessings can you spot? 

Ponder
The New England states are famous for fall foliage. “Leaf Peepers” come from all over the 
world to bask in the reds, yellows, oranges, and browns of the season. The brilliant colors 
illustrate the psalmist’s exclamation: “The earth is full of [the LORD’s] unfailing love!”

Our lives, too, are fi lled with that love. But like a life-long resident of Maine or New 
Hampshire who has seen September foliage come and go for decades, we easily slip into 
complacency when it comes to the Lord’s unfailing love in our lives. 

In the fi rst chapter of Romans, the apostle Paul indicts the entire human race in this regard. As 
he lists earth’s most heinous sins, he begins: 

Although they knew God, they neither glorifi ed him as God nor gave thanks to him, but their 
thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. Romans 1:21 

Who would think it? Thanklessness? A major crime in heaven? Yes, indeed! What’s more, this verse 
tells us where this sin originates—in the recesses of our foolish hearts, hearts that have tricked us 
into believing we have worked hard for our blessings and have somehow deserved them. 

No, we don’t. To be sure, we do use money we’ve earned to buy the groceries and keep the 
lights and heat working. But that income has come to us as a gift from our Lord. He has 
provided the energy, the health, the talents and understandings we need to earn it. If he would 
withdraw these things, even for a second, our lives would come unglued.

That’s why we thank God now and forever for our Savior Jesus and for his cross! Because he 
died in our place, our sins are gone—even the sins of thanklessness and complacency. Because 
he rose again, we are free to live in ever deepening gratitude for our Lord’s unfailing love.

Pray
Lord, I’m often smug and self-
satisfi ed. I take your love and 
goodness for granted. I grumble 
and worry. Forgive me in the 
cross of your Son. Give me a 
thankful heart, my God, one that 
trusts you and gives generously 
to others. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

Three pastors were driving together to a conference when a deer ran 
out of the woods and across the highway. The driver swerved to miss it, 
running the car off  the road and into a ditch.

It wasn’t long before another car pulled over to check on the accident 
victims. 

The pastor who was driving assured the Good Samaritan that no one was 
hurt, just shaken up a bit. The pastor in the back seat added, “Yes, Jesus is 
with us!” 

The Good Samaritan responded, “Well, you’d better let him get in with 
me; the way you’re driving, you’re going to kill him!”

Smile!Smile!
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