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How to Use this Booklet

This booklet contains all of the exhibition text for Starring 
Linda: A Trio of John De Andrea Sculptures in Large Print. 
It contains the introductory text, followed by reference  
images of the artworks, along with their label information. 
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“If I could make it breathe I’d say ,‘I’ve done a good  
day’s work.’”  
—John De Andrea

Realism in art has long been held in high regard. The 
ancients recounted with pride the story of a well-known 
Greek artist who could paint grapes so true to life that 
birds flew in to eat them. The attempt to craft perfect  
representations of the human body has its own long  
history. But beyond the ideal, there is also the real:  
classical Greek sculptors left out human imperfections 
in their idealized figures. 

John De Andrea, on the other hand, meticulously renders 
the real in his ultralifelike figures, including naturalistic 
bumps, blemishes, and veins. When De Andrea was in art 
school, realism was out of fashion. He went against the 
current trend, first as a painter and then as a sculptor. His 
painted surfaces, rendered in astonishingly lifelike detail, 
are key to the overall impact of his work. 
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De Andrea’s figures present a gentle humanism, an  
intimacy that goes beyond verisimilitude. Even today with 
the seemingly miraculous effects of the computer and 3-D 
printing, we are still thrilled by the realism this artist has 
achieved, and perhaps surprised at how viscerally we 
relate to his quiet figures, frozen in time.

Gwen F. Chanzit, Ph.D. 
Curator of Modern Art
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John De Andrea
American, born 1941, Denver; lives in Loveland, Colorado
Linda
1983 
Oil paint on polyvinyl, hair 
Purchase with funds from 1983 Collectors Choice, Dr. 
Charles and Linda Hamlin, Sheila Bisenius, Phyllis and 
Aron B. Katz, Jan and Frederick Mayer, Caroline and 
Rex L. Morgan, Gulf Oil Foundation, Marsha and Marvin 
Naiman, Joel S. Rosenblum Fund, and anonymous  
donors, 1984.1

A favorite with Denver Art Museum visitors, this ultralifelike 
sculpture began with a single body cast of a model from 
the Denver area named Linda. De Andrea started working 
with the life-cast process around 1967. He covered the 
posed model with a quick-setting plaster and silicone  
mixture. After removing the mold, he filled it with liquid 
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polyvinyl. When he took the rough form out of the mold,  
he sanded it and then painted it in meticulous detail. You 
can even see goose bumps (apparently the studio was 
cold the day she was cast) and the scuffed soles of her 
feet. Strands of real hair were set into the polyvinyl,  
individually or a few at a time, and the drape was cast  
separately.

Sometimes called hyperrealist or super-realist, Linda is 
amazingly lifelike. Though we know she is made of  
inorganic materials, it seems at times that, like Sleeping 
Beauty, she will awaken at any moment. 

Because polyvinyl resin deteriorates when exposed to 
light, this work is protected by keeping her in dark storage 
except when she is on limited display.
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John De Andrea
American, born 1941, Denver; lives in Loveland, Colorado
Clothed Artist and Model
1976/2010 
Polychromed bronze, polychromed vinyl, clothing, plaster, 
hair, and wood
Gift of William and Vivian Jaeger, 1999.273 

Unlike those of De Andrea’s sculptures that portray an  
isolated figure, this one achieves a different level of  
realism thanks to the inclusion of an actual chair and  
cotton T-shirt. The standing figure is a self-portrait; De 
Andrea shows himself in the process of making a plaster 
mold of the model.
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John De Andrea
American, born 1941, Denver; lives in Loveland, Colorado
Nude with Black Drape
2014
Oil-painted bronze
Courtesy of the artist 

This sculpture is the most recent one De Andrea has 
made, and we are fortunate to bring it directly from the 
artist’s studio to our gallery. The figure was cast in bronze 
before the artist applied his signature painted surface.




