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BATTLESTAR C-ALACTICA 

BAL'!'AR 1 S ESCAPE 

.l\CT ONE 

FADE IN 

INT. ADN"A 1 S (!UARTEP.S - ON ADA1'1.A 

as he makes an entrv into his journal. 

ADAJ'ffi 
Since the return of our warriors 
with prisoners from t~e Alliance 
of the planet Terra, ~be fleet has 
been in a state o{~n1usion. If 
this Terra is th~/\Earth \ve seek, 
our fliaht across the universe mav 
~ave been in vain ,[ for He will ha:;e 
eluded the Cvlons onlv to be faced 

-· ·-
by an equallv onpressive human 
enemy ) .. -

CLOSE ON ~10NITO?. 

as Adama 1 s words are transcribed. 

ADA!1P.. I s uo ICE 
As u~ual~.f:f,ite ~ t~e Council, le~ 
by S1re (~-E' lS 1n total opoosl
tion to me. They wish to release 
the prisoners and have an unarmed 
peace envoy return with them to 
their outpost on Luna Seven. 

CLOSE SHOT - BACK ON A.DN~A 

t: 'yl'l ~ ADA1'11\ 
L! _. the Council is bent on re--
neating the nistakes that led to 
the destruction of our colonies 
at the hands of the Cylons~ I am 
determined that shall not fiappen 
acrain, so long as I ar1 in coffilT\and. 

(beat) 
In the r1eantine, I have ordered 
the fleet to full alert Hhile I 
shuttle to the prison barge to 
oersonally interroaate these 
Alliance Enforcers as thev call 
themselves. 
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EXT. SHU':r'TLE 

as it crosses the fleet tbwards the prison barge. 

INT. SHUTTLE COCKPIT 

Starbuck and Apollo are at the controls ,., i th AdaJYla standing 
behind them. · 

AD/Ilffi. 
According to Doctor Salik, these 
prisoners were born on a planet 
vJi th an atiYlospheric density simi
lar to ours. 

APOLLO 
Which means it couldn't have been 
Luna Seven. 

STARBUCK 
You think they're from ':r'erra? 

ADAI-11\ 
I think that ~ost likplv. 

STARBUCK 
Well, if they are, thev've aot to 
be IYlilitary foul-u~s. 

l\DAJ.1A 
Why do vou say that? 

STARBUCK 
Back in the colonies the onlv war
rios who caught outpost duty were 
the ones who stepped on the old 
JYlan' s toes ... 

(looks to AdaJYla) 
I mean ... ah . ... 

ADAJ.1.A 
(smile) 

I know what you mean, Lieutenant. 
(beat) 

But I think you're wrong. 

APOLLO 
So do I. 

(beat) 
That destroyer they fly may not be 
as advanced as a viper, but it is 
new. And new equipment doesn't go 
to incompetent warriors. 

CONTINUED 
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STARBUCK 
(turns) 

Then why am I still ~lying that 
collection of spare parts we call 
a viper? 

APOLLO 
'Cause no one else is crazy enough 
to try it. 

ANOTHER ANGLE 

as the three men laugh. 

AD AHA 
(continues) 

I agree with Apollo about the 
Enforcers. I believe they are 
crack warriors ... probably equiva
lent to our Academy graduates. If 
this Alliance is as oppressive and 
widespread as it appears, their 
best warriors would be on the fron
tier where they could act on their 
initiative to further Alliance 
goals. 

APOLLO 
Exactly. 

STARBUCK 
Well, we'll soon find out. 

(hits switch) 
Prison Barge ... Galactica Shuttle 
requesting landing instructions. 

EXT. SHUTTLE 

as it approaches the prison barge for a landing. 

OPERATOR'S VOICE 
Galactica Shuttle ... Prison Barge 
Approach Control. You are cleared 
to land in Beta Bay. 

STARBUCK'S VOICE 
Understood. Cleared to Beta Bay. 
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INT. LEITER'S CELL 

He is standina vith his back to the door as we hear Adama and 
others approachin0. He turns as they reach the door. For a 
beat, Adama looks at him throuoh the cell door, then nods to 
the Security ~uard ~ who insert~ the card and opens the door. 
Apollo and Starbuck wait out~ide ~~ A~ana enters. 

ADN1A 
(introducing) 

Commandant Leiter. · I am Commander 
Adama. I trust you and your men 
have been properly attended. 

Leiter stiffens and gives a curt nod. Then .... 

LEITER 
I demand the iNOediate release of 
my crew and ship. 

(beat) 
You have no right to detain us. 

ANOTHER ANGLE - FEATURE AD.N1A 

as he crosses the cell, not looking at Leiter. 

AD AHA 
You are not in a position to issue 
demands, Commandant. 

(turns) 
However ... if you will take a seat 
and answer a few questions, I would 
be willing to discuss your eventual 
release. 

Leiter stares at Adama for a beat, then sits on the edge of 
the bunk. 

AD.Nffi 
Why di~ your Eastern Alliance attempt 
to wipe out practically every human 
being on the planet Paradeen? 

LEITEP. 
They are Nationalists. We are at 
war with the Nationalists. 

AD AHA 
Nationalists? 

LEITER 
People who want to change the natural 
order. 

CONTINUED 
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AD AHA 
The natural order being whatever t~e 
Alliance dictates? 

LEITER 
(surprised) 

The natural order of the universe 
simply is ... there can be no disput
ina it. 

(beat) 
Forgive me, Commander, but for 
technically advanced people you are 
really quite ignorant. 

ANGLE ON APOLLO AND STARBUCK 

.APOLLO 
(whisper) 

I could grow to dislike this man. 

STARBUCK 
T;Jhat do you mean ... grow to. 

BACK ON ADN1A AND LEITER 

ADMffi 
(softly) 

Forgive my ... ignorance. But perhaps 
you could explain this natural order 
to me. 

Leiter stares at Adama for a beat, then begins to recite by 
:tote. 

CLOSE ON LEITER 

LEITER 
All life forms in the universe fall 
into two classifications. Call them 
what you will ... the predator and the 
prey ... the intelligent and the ignor-
ant ... the conquerors and the subju-
gated ... whatever you call them ... 
there are the strong and there are 
the weak. The pentultimate of the 
strong is the Eastern Alliance. 

(beat) 
We were created to rule all life as 
far as it extends and in whatever 
form it exists, throughout the 
universe. 

(beat) 
It is our destiny. 
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(X) 

He is staring at Leiter with open disgust. For a long moment 
there is silence. 

ADN1A 
And these Naitonalists disagree with 
your natural theory. 

LEITEP. 
It is not a theory, Commander. It 
is a law of nature. 

ADAliA 
I see. 

(beat) 
Tell me, if you are the pentultimate 
of the strong ... how do you explain 
the Galactica? 

LEITER 
Your battlestar is quite impressive. 

(beat) 
However, it is but a single war ship. 
We will dispatch it as the wolf pack 
does the bear. 

ADAliA 
I don't know what a wolf pack or a 
bear is, but you'll need a thousand 
of those destroyers you fly on Luna 
Seven if you intend to engage the 
Galactica. 

LEITER 
We have nearly ... 

(stops and smiles) 
I have answered your question. Now 
I demand we discuss the release of 
my shin and crew. 

ANGLE ON THE CELL DOOR 

Two Security Guards appear at the door behind Starbuck and 
Apollo. 

SECURITY GUARD ONE 
Commander Adama. Your presence is 
requested at t~e Council, sir. 

ADN~A 

Inform the Council I will be there 
as soon as I conclude this interro
gation. 

CONTINUED 
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SECURITY GUARD ONE 
(sliahtly nervous) 

With all due respect, sir. The 
Council has ordered this interroga
tion terminated. 

STARBUCK 
Since when does the Council g ive 
orders to the Commander?! 

SECURITY GUARD ONE 
Lieutenant, I just do as I'm told. 

STARBUCK 
(threatening) 

Then I'm telling you to back off 
until the Commander .... 

AD AHA 
Starbuck. 

(to Guard) 
Inform the Council I am returning. 

SECURITY GUA~D ONE 
(relieved) 

Yes, sir. 

He signals for the other guard to onen the cell door. 

ADA!'1A 
We will continue this later, 
Commandant. 

ANOTHER ANGLE 

as Adama exits the cell. 

APOLLO 
(angry whisper) 

You can't let them do this! 

AD Arm 
Apollo. Hy warrior oath holds me 
responsible to the Council. 

APOLLO 
That was before the Holocaust ... 
We're operating under martial law. 

STARBUCK 
Apollo's right, sir. The fleet's 
been under your command since we fled 
the colonies. ' The Council can't order 
you around like some cadet! 

CONTINUED 
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CONTINUED 13 
ADM !A 

Evidently they don't agree with that. 
(beat) (X) 

Or perhaps something has come up we 
don't know about. In any case, I 
don't intend to discuss it in front 
of a prisoner. Now, shall we go, or 
do I have to fly that shuttle myself? 

The warriors shake their heads and move down the corridor. (X) 
We move in on Leiter, who has been listening to hear as much 
as he could. 

INT. THE PRISON BARGE - CORRIDOR 

as Adama and the others move towards the hatch. As they pass 
a cell. ... 

BALTAR'S VOICE 
Problems, ComMander? 

CONTINUED 

14 
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CONTINUED 

Adama stops for a beat and stares at Baltar, then moves on. 
Baltar begins to laugh. As Adama and the others move through 
the hatch, Security Guard One returns and inserts a card in 
the slot, letting Baltar out. 

SECURITY GUARD ONE 
Glad to see you're in such a good 
mood, Baltar. You've got mess duty, 
again. 

Baltar stops smiling and follows the Guard out. 

INT. PRISON BA?.GE - HESS QUARTERS 

This is a small room with plain metal tables, benches, and 
no decorations ... just four metal walls. (Possible re-dress 
of pilot's quarters). A number of prisoners, including the 
captured Enforcers, are seated at the tables eating with 
spoons from metal bowls. We move to find Baltar, behind the 
counter, serving food. Three Nomen enter and join the mess 
line. There is a security guard at the hatch and another 
who roams the room keeping an eve on everyone. 

ANGLE ON BALTAR AND THE N0r1EN 

Baltar fairly beams at them as they come before him with 
their trays, but they look straight past him. He glances 
towards the guar~, then pulls out a deep pan from beneath 
the counter and begins to fill their bowls with what appears 
to be chicken. 

BALTAR 
I saved some Borelli~:m desert layers 
foi you. Well, they're not re~lly 
from Borella, but they're the closest 
thing th~~ raise on th~t stinking: 
livestock. shin. 

The Nomen accept the food without eye contact. 

BALTAR 
(whisper) 

I must speak with you ... we can help 
each other. 

The Nomen simply move on as if Baltar didn't exist. Baltar's 
eyes follow them. 

14 
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ANOTHER ANGLE 17 

as the Nomen move to a bench already occupied by a couple of 
other prisoners. They stand until the prisoners see them. (X) 
One look is ehough ... thc prisoners move and the Nomen sit 
and begin to eat with . their hands. 

ON BALTAR 

The last of the prisoners has gone throug~ the line and a 
Security Guard walks up to him. 

SECURITY GUARD TWO 
You can eat now ... that's the last 
of them. 

Baltar hurriedly fills his bowl and moves around the counter. 

BACK ON NOHEN 

as Baltar stands opposite the~. They continue to ignore him. 
Baltar smiles again. 

BALTAR 
Hind if I join you? 

No reply. After an awkward moment, he sits. 

BALTAR 
Thank you. 

The Nomen continue to ignore him. 

BALTAR 
You know, of course, who I am. 

(no reply) 
Baltar. 

(no reaction) 
Noinatter. I know you ... and what 
you're planning. 

CLOSE ON HAGA 

There is a slight flicker of the eyes, then he goes back to 
eating. 

BACK ON ALL - FEATURING BALTAR 

18 

19 

2 0 

21 

He caught the flicker of the eye and presses on in a low vo i c e , 
seemingly interested in his food. 

CONTINUED 
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CONTINUED 21 
BALTAR 

I also know why you haven't tried 
it yet. 

(beat) 
You can break out of your cell, 
but what then? lvhere to go? How 
to escape pursuit? You don't have 
those answers. 

(beat) 
I do. 

Baltar continues to nibble at his food, watching them care
fully, but the Nomen are stoic as ever. Finally, Baltar makes 
a move to get up. 

BALTAR 
Well, if you're not interested .... 

Sit. 

!-1AGA 
(a command) 

Baltar stops in mid-rise. For a beat, a chill runs through 
him at the tone of Haga's voice, but now at least, he has 
their attention and his bravery is returning. He sits back 
down. 

HAGA 
We are listening. 

BALTAR 
(low whisper) 

See those prisoners behind us? 

HAGA' S POINT OF VIE1'J - ENFORCERS INCLUDING LEITER 

BALTAR'S VOI<;E 
They are from an Alliance that, in 
this corner of the universe,- may 
be as powerful as my Cylon friends. 

BACK ON ALL - FEATURE BALTAR 

BALTAR 
They will soon be transferred to 
the Galactica. 

t1AGA 
How do you know this? 

CONTINUED 
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BALTAR 
I have ... my sources. 

(beat) 
tvhen the shuttlP. c-:omes for those 
prisoners, we will make our break. 
Take the shuttle and escape. 

Haga smiles, ever so slightly. 

HAGA 
(disdainfully) 

And what of the vipers? 

BALTAR 
I have a plan to handle them. 

(beat) 
When we reach the Alliance I will be 
welcomed with open arms. for I know 
the Galactica ... her strengths ... her 
weaknesses and most important, her 
Commander ... Adama. 

(smiles) 
I will be treated like a prince and 
so will those who are with me. 

(beat) 
Is it a bargain? 

Maga stares at Baltar for a long beat. 

!'1.AGA 
Your record to date does not exactly 
inspire confidence. 

Baltar pales slightly. 

BALTAR 
(weakly) 

I had incompetent followers. 

CLOSE ON ~ffiGA AND BALTAR 

as Haga leans in close to him. Baltar doesn't know what is 
going to happen. 

HAGA 
(low and strong 

We do not follow, Baltar. 

BALTAR 
No ... no. Of course not. We are 
all comrades, in this together. 

CONTINUED 
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HAGA 
Good. 

(beat) 
Hhen the time comes to escape ... we 
will momentarily die. 

BALTAR 
Die! 

fvlAGA 
We do many things to survive ... even 
die. 

24 
(X) 

(X) 

(X) 

As one, the Nomen stand and move away and we move in on Baltar's (X ) 
confused look. 

GALACTICA - ESTABLISHING 

INT. COUNCIL CHM-1BERS - CLOSE ON Dm1RA 

We pull back to reveal him addressing Adama, who is seated at 
the head of the Council table. In the b.g. are Starbuck and 
Apollo. 

DOHRA 
(smoothly) 

Adama ... the time is long overdue for 
us to honor you for your brilliant 
leadership in eluding the Cylons. 

CLOSE ON APOLLO AND STARBUCK 

Thev are stunned. 

BACK ON ADN1A AND DOHRA 

DOHRA 
You, more than any other individual, 
are responsible for our survival. 
And so, the Council has decided to 
honor you with an award equal to 
your magnificent achievement. An 
honor that has not been bestowed 
upon a living colonist in over a 
millenium ... 

(pause for effect) 
Adama, we are giving you the Star 
of Kobol! 

Domra begins to applaud and the entire Council stands in 
acclamation. 

25 
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He is simply staring at Domra with a sober face. 
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30 CLOS E ON OUR T~'VO WARRIORS 30 

31 

32 

33 

Starbuck is applauding vigorously, but Apollo is just watching. 

STARBUCK 
It's about time! 

He looks to Apollo who isn't clapping. 

STARBUCK 
What's wrong with you, buddy? You 
don't seem very excited. 

APOLLO 
Neither does my father. 

Starbuck slowly stops clapping as he looks at Adama. 

ON ADAHA 

His expression is grim ... determined. As the acclamation 
continues, he raises his hands for silence. One by one the 
Council members resume their seats and the applause dies down. 
After a beat of silence .... 

AD.M1A 
I am deeply honored. 

(beat) 
But I must refuse. 

ANGLE ON ALL 

The Council members are stunned. There are cries of "No" ... 
"You must accept" ... etc. 

DOMRA 
Adama, surely you don't understand 
what we are offering. 

AD AHA 
Believe me, Sire Do~ra, I understand 
perfectly. 

(to others) 
This is not the time for honors. Our 
quest is far from over. The danger 
is still great ~ I don't know if this 
Terra is the Earth we seek ... but I do 
knmv it is controlled by humans as 
oppressive as the Cylons. 

CLOSE ON SIRESS TINIA 

She is a striking woman in her forties. A very competent, 
intelligent and liberal Council member. 

CONTINUED 
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TINIA 
Adama. The vision you offer is 
understandably the · dark view of a 
warrior who has led us through 
terrible times. 

(beat) 
It is not necessarily the realistic 
view. 

There is a murmur of agreement throughout the Council. 

ADN.1A 
Siress Tinia. Those Eastern Alliance 
Enforcers are as hostile as any Cylons 
we have encountered! 

TINIA 
Perhaps because they were greeted 
with laser pistols instead of open 
arms. 

ANGLE ON APOLLO AND STARBUCK 

as Apollo steps forward. 

APOLLO 
(angrily) 

They greeted us with drawn weapons. 

DOBRA 
(interrupting) 

Captain, you are not here to address 
this Council. In fact, I have no 
idea why you and your ~ilitary cohort 
are here. 

ADN.~ 

They are here at my orders to report 
in person on the Eastern Alliance, 
since the Council seems to have 
ignored their wr1tten report. 

TINIA 
1'7e haven't ignored it, Adama ... He 
simply disagree with it. It is a 
military evaluation ... not a civilian 
one. 

(beat) 
Sire Domra has also met with Commandant 
Leiter and found him quite receptive 
to a peace envoy to Luna Seven. 

CONTINUED 
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ADA11A 
I'll bet he was. 

ANOTHEP_ ANGLE 

DOHRA 
(smoothing) 

Adama. l•Je called this session to 
honor you ... not argue with you. 

CONTINUED 
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CONTINUED 35 
ADAMA 

Sire Domra. I do not treat you as ·a 
fool, please do not treat me as one. 

(Domra flushes) · 
You are here to retire me. Now, what 
other motions were passed in my ab
sence, in addition to my ... award. 

The Council nervously avoids Adama's penetrating gaze. Finally, 
Siress Tinia stands. 

TINIA 
Commander, you have been blunt ... so 
shall I. 

(beat) 
vle have voted an end to the emergency 
declar~d when the Cylons destroyed our 
colonies. From this centon forward, 
we are reverting to Council control 
of the fleet. Naturally, you will 
retain your vote on the Council and 
command of the Galactica. 

AD M -iA 
But .... 

TINIA 
But a civilian member of this Council 
will assist you ... to assure Council 
edicts are imolemented. 

AD M -iA 
And who is to be this ... aide? 

CLOSE ON SIRESS TINIA 

TINIA 
I have that honor. 

She and Adama hold eyes for a beat. 

INT. GALACTICA CORRIDOR 

Sf1.l\SH CUT TO 

as Adama, Apollo and Starbuck come charging out of the Council 
meeting. The younger warriors look furious. 

STARBUCK 
You should have told them to stuff 
their edicts, Commander. 

Adama stops and turns. 

CONTINUED 
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AD AHA 
(strongly) 

I will not have that kind of talk in 
rnv command. 

APOLLO 
But he's right. If the Council has 
their way, we'll all be in shackles 
before this is over. 

ADN'ffi 
I'm beginning to believe the Council 
may be right. 

(off their looks) 
~·Jhen two of my finest warriors are 
willing to forget their oath ... to 
obey the civil government, then we 
have been under martial law too long. 

37 

The two young warriors begin to realize what they've been advo
cating and sheepishly drop their heads. 

STARBUCK 
Sorry, Commander. 

(beat) 
But what do we do? 

Adama starts off again with the others following. 

ADN-1A 
What warriors have always done ... 
our job. 

They disappear around the corner. 

END OF ACT ONE 

FADE OUT 
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ACT TWO 

FADE IN 

EXT. PRI SON BARGE - ESTABLISHING 38 

as it moves through the stars with the rest of the fleet. 

INT. CELL BLOCK - CORRIDOR 39 

Security Guard Three is in the f.g. with four cells between he 
and the far hatch. The hatch opens and we see the prisoners 
returning from the mess hall. Leiter leads his men in double
file, followed by Baltar and the Nomen. Bringing up the rear 
are Security Guards One and Two. 

SECURITY GUARD ONE 
Keep it moving. 

A communicator buzzes on the wall next to Security Guard Three. 
He picks it up as the prisoners continue to move down the 
corridor toward him. 

SECURITY GUARD THREE 
(to communicator) 

Grid Deck Epsilon . 
(beat) 

Yes, sir. 
(hangs up) 

That was Control. The Alliance prisoners 
are to be moved to the holding grid for 
transfer. 

SECURITY GUARD ONE 
(irritated) 

Why didn't they tell us when we had 
them on Beta Deck. 

(beat) 
All right. Leiter, you and your men 
hold it. The rest of you, into your 
cells. 

CLOSE ON BALTAR AND THE N0111EN 

as they move towards their cells. Baltar is staring hard at 
Maga ... this is the moment. Maga nods, almost imperceptibly. 
Suddenly, Taba collapses to the deck. 

WIDER ANGLE 

as the three Security Guards immediately draw their weapons and 
take alert shooting positions. The cell block is silent for a 
beat. Everyone is frozen. Maga and Bora make no move to help. 

CONTINUED 
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SECURITY GUARD THREE 
What's wrong with him? 

Before anyone can answer, Bora collapses. 

SECURITY GUARD ONE 
Everyone ... into Baltar's cell. Now! 

The rest of the prisoners start in Baltar's cell ... then Maga 
collapses. 

SECURITY GUARD TWO 
What's going on? 

SECURITY GUARD ONE 
Lock that cell! 

41 

(X) 

Security Guard Three inserts the card, locking the cell, then 
joins the other two who have their weapons trained on the motion
less Nomen. 

SECURITY GUARD ONE 
Keep your lasers on them ... it could 
be a trick. 

CLOSER ANGLE 42 

as Security Guard One reaches down and checks Taba's pulse at the 
throat. He looks up in shock. 

SECURITY GUARD ONE 
He's ... dead. No pulse. 

He moves to check Bora and Haga. 

SECURITY GUARD ONE 
~1y God ... none of them has a pulse. 
Get a med tech down here on the double ... 
breathing gear ... heart stimulator ... the 
works! 

Security Guard Three holsters his .. laser and moves towards the 
communicator at the far end of the corridor. 

CLOSE ON MAGA 

His eye opens ever so slightly. 

MAGA 
Strike! 

\'JIDER ANGLE 

(X) 

43 

44 

as the Nomen leap to the attack. They are swift and deadly. Maga 
and Bora take out the two nearest guards in a blur of action as 
Taba flies down the corridor after the third guard. 
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ANGLE FEATURING THE THIRD GUARD 45 

as he turns, drawing his laser. Before it has cleared the holster, 
Taba is off the deck in a karate-style kick that sends the guard 
flying into the bulkhead. Almost before the guard has slid to 
the ground, Taba is beside him, taking the pistol. 

ANGLE ON BALTAR - ACROSS MAGA 
46 

as Baltar is stunned by the speed of the Nomen's attack. 

BALTAR 
Good lord! 

MAGA 
(softly to Baltar) 

Captivity has slowed our reflexes. 
They will improve now that we are free. 

EXT. GALACTICA - ESTABLISHING 

as it moves through the stars. 

LOWER GALACTICA BRIDGE 

The crew seems engrossed in normal activity, although we notice 
they are speaking in hushed tones and occasionally glancing up 
at the flying bridge. 

ANGLE ON FLYING BRIDGE 

Adama is in his command chair with Colonel Tigh at his side and 
Siress Tinia observing ·from be_hind him. · Tigh · obviously disap_, 
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49 

proves of the Siress and ·appears to · be trying his b~st to ignore 
her. 

OHEGA 
(looks up) 

Commander. The Council is requesting 
a shuttle to transfer prisoners from the 
barge to the Galactica. 

Granted. 
(beat) 

ADAMA 

Colonel, select four warriors to act 
as escort. 

TIGH 
Yes, sir. 

CLOSER ANGLE 

As Tigh starts to turn away, Tinia leans over Adama's chair and 
in a low voice: 

CONTINUED 
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TIN IA 
Just a micron, Colonel, please. 

(to Adama) 
I don't see the need for a warrior 
escort, Adama. 

TIGH 
(loud whisper) 

You don't see . the need! Those are 
dangerous .... 

Adama lays a hand on Tigh's arm. 

ADAMA 
Tigh. 

(to Tinia) 
Siress Tinia. I can't allow a 
shuttle to carry prisoners without 
precaution. 

TIN IA 
I realize that, but Council Security 
will be quite sufficient. 

TIGH 
Council Security couldn't prevent an 
escape from the Orphan Ship. 

ADAMA 
(smiles slightly) 

Colonel. Council Security will do. 
(beat) 

Assign Lieutenants Boomer and Sheba 
as shuttle pilots. 

TIGH 
Whatever you say, Commander. 

As Tigh moves away, we close in on Adama with Tinia leaning 
over the chair very close to him. 

TIN IA 
Thank you, Commander. I really don't 
intend to be a burden. I would like 
this situation to be as pleasant as 
possible. 

For a beat they look at each other, then she smiles, awkwardly 
and straightens up. We move in closer to Adama, who for the 
first time, is aware of Tinia as a woman and not a member of 
the Couhcil who could be a problem. 

EXT. PRISON BARGE - ESTABLISHING 

50 
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INT. DARKENED ROOM 52 

as t he hatch slides open with a hiss revealing the Nomen in 
silhouette against the corridor. They step into the room and 
the light automatically activates. The room is filled with weapons 
and gear taken from prisoners when they were interned. The Nomen 
slowly enter, followed by Baltar and the Enforcers. Bora spots 
something and moves quickly to camera. 

CLOSE ON NOMEN BANDALEROS 53 

complete with laser boles as they hang from a peg. We widen as 
Bora reaches them and grasps one, lovingly. 

Mag a. 

BORA 
(calling) 

Maga and Taba join him. Bora hands Maga , set of bandeleros 
and both Nomen quickly put them on. Taba s~ands behind waiting 
and looking longingly at the last set of bandeleros. For a long 
beat, he and Maga lock eyes, then Maga thrusts the last set into 
Taba's hands. 

TABA 
(gratefully) 

Thank you, Maga. 
(beat) 

I shall never fail you again. 

HAGA 
I know. 

ANGLE ON BALTAR AND LEITER 54 

as they pass out laser pistols and sub-machine gun type weapons 
to Leiter's men. 

LEITER 
You will be well rewarded for your 
help when we reach Luna Seven, Baltar. 

BALTAR 
(smiles) 

I'm sure I will. 

A hand drops on Baltar's shoulder and we widen further to reveal 
Maga. 

HAGA 
Next step. (X) 

CONTINUED 
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BALTAR 

First, we destroy the communication 
center .. : Then take the landing bay. 
The shuttle will be arriving at any 
moment. 

LEITER 
And then? 

BALTAR 
And then ... A little trip to the Galactica. 

LEITER 
Galactica! You said we were heading 
for Luna Seven. 

BALTAR 
We are ... after we settle some debts. 

LEITER 
My men and I are not going to get 
involved in some personal vendetta. 
We must return to our homeland. 

BALTAR 
We won't get to the edge of the fleet 
without being challenged. And a shuttle 
is no match for Vipers. We must disable 
the Galactica or at the very least, take 
many hostages. 

(beat) 
Trust me, my friend. I know what I'm 
doing. 

(turns) 
Don't I, Haga. 

Maga gives him a cold stare. 

BALTAR 
(uncomfortable) 

Yes ... well. We better get moving. 

Baltar moves out, followed by the Nomen. Eventually Leiter and 
his Enforcers follow. 

EXT. GALACTICA SHUTTLE 

as it crosses the fleet towards the prison barge. 

INT. SHUTTLE COCKPIT 

Sheba and Boomer are at the controls with two Council Security 
Guards standing behind them. 

CONTINUED 
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SECURITY GUARD FOUR 
When we land, you two are to stay in 
the cockpit ... Council orders. 

BOOMER 
Next you'll be telling me I have to 
have Council permission to use the 
turbo-flush. 

SECURITY GUARD FIVE 
(smiles) 

Lieutenant, we know how you feel, but 
the Council doesn't want to risk 
another confrontation with those 
Eastern Alliance representatives. 

SECURITY GUARD FOUR 
The last time you warriors met them 
they carne back in shackles. 

SHEBA 
Maybe that's why you, the Council and 
this entire fleet is still alive. 

SECURITY GUARD FOUR 
Shouldn't we be calling Approach Control? 

BOOMER 
That's it. 

56 

He lets go of the controls and the shuttle goes into a steep bank, 
throwing the two Security Guards against the bulkhead. 

SECURITY GUARD FOUR 
Are you crazy!? 

BOOMER 
If you two are going to fly this bird 
you better start now. 

SECURITY GUARD FIVE 
Corne on, Boomer, stop fooling around! 

Boomer just sits there with his arms crossed. Sheba is trying hard 
not to laugh out loud. 

SECURITY GUARD FOUR 
No more questions. I promise. Just 
straighten this thing out. 

Boomer takes the controls and eases the shuttle back to level 
flight. 

CONTINUED 
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CONTINUED - 2 
BOOMER 

If I were you, I'd strap in. No 
telling how rough the landing might be. 

The two Security Guards look at Boomer for a beat, then race to 
their seats. 

CLOSE ON SHEBA AND BOOMER 

SHEBA 
(laughing) 

You wouldn't. 

From the look on Boomer's face ... he just might. 

ON SHUTTLE 

SHEBA 
Prison Barge Approach Control. Galactica 
Shuttle requesting landing instructions. 

as it slides towards the prison barge. 

CLOSE ON APPROACH CONTROL OPERATOR 

He is in front of the scanner screen and sweating. 
be shot tight somewhere on Galactica bridge.) 

OPERATOR 

Clear 

SHEBA'S VOICE 
Understood. Alpha Bay. 

(Note: To 

We widen slightly to reveal Leiter and two of his men covering 
the room with laser sub-machine guns. 

LEITER 
Is that the last communication you'll 
have with them? 

OPERATOR 
Until they land. 
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Leiter nods and his men fire into the equipment, blasting it to 
a thousand pieces. 

INT. SHUTTLE COCKPIT 

as Boomer and Sheba begin to shut down the shuttle. The two 
Security Guards move quickly towards the rear hatch. 
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SHEBA 
(laughing) 

They're pale as an Orion moon. 

BOOMER 
Serves 'em right. 

INT. LANDING BAY - ON SHUTTLE 

60 

61 

The hatch opens and the two Security Guards step out ... looking very 
relieved to be out of the shuttle. 

SECURITY GUARD FOUR 
We get back to the Galactica, I'm 
personally putting him on report! 

SECURITY GUARD FIVE 
I just want to get back in one piece ... 

(looks up) 
That must be them. 

SECURITY GUARDS' POINT OF VIEW - LEITER AND HIS MEN 

standing near the elevator. 

ANOTHER ANGLE 

as the two Guards approach Leiter with smiles. 

SECURITY GUARD FOUR 
Commandant Leiter ... we're your escort 
to the Galactica. 

LEITER 
I don't think so. 

SECURITY GUARD FOUR 
Sir? 

62 

63 

The Nomen and B~ltar appear behind the Security Guards, expertly 
lifting their weapons. 

LEITER 
I believe we are escorting you. 

INT. SHUTTLE COCKPIT - ON BOOHER AND SHEBA 

as we hear people boarding. Sheba glances back. 

SHEBA 
Boomer, they look even paler than when 
they got off. 

Boomer turns. 

64 
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BOOMER'S POINT OF VIEW - SECURITY GUARDS AND LEITER 65 

as they walk up the aisle towards the cockpit. 

ANGLE ON ALL - FEATURE BOOMER 66 

Suddenly he recognizes what's happening, but it's too late. 
A half dozen weapons are pointed at him. Baltar reveals himself 
between the men. 

BALTAR 
Well ... well. Lieutenant Boomer. Too 
bad Starbuck and Apollo aren't here. 
I could settle all my debts at once. 

He begins to laugh and we move in on Boomer's f~ce for his reaction. 

EXT. GALACTICA - ESTABLISHING 67 

GALACTICA BRIDGE 68 

Adama is at the command chair with Tigh and Siress Tinia standing 
nearby. 

ON RIGEL 

ADAMA 
Any report on the shuttle? 

TIGH 
No, sir. Not a word since they landed. 

ADAMA 
Omega. Raise the prison barge. See 
if the shuttle has launched. 

OMEGA 
Yes, sir. 

at her control console. 

RIGEL 
Commander. I have the shuttle now. 
Lieutenant Boomer requesting landing 
clearance. 

BACK ON THE BRIDGE 

ADAMA 
(relaxing) 

Very good. Clear them to Alpha Bay. 
(turns to Tinia) 

I believe that's where the Council 
is waiting to greet our ... guests. 

CONTINUED 
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TINIA 
That's correct. 

OHEGA 
Commander. Al l communications with 
the prison barge are out. 

ADAMA 
What? 

OHEGA 
I've tried all band~ ... nothing. 

ADAMA 
Tigh ... what's security status in 
Landing Bay Alpha? 

TIGH 
Council Security only, sir. 

ADAMA 
Notify Captain Apollo to take a score 
of warriors .... 

TIN IA 
(interrupts) 

Commander. The Council does not want 
warriors around when they greet these 
Alliance representatives. 

ADM1A 
Siress Tinia. Don't you think it a 
little odd that all communications 
with the prison barge are out at the 
precise centon we're transferring those 
men to the Galactica? 

TIN IA 
Flight Officer Omega. Is this the 
first time communications have been 
out between ships? 

OMEGA 
No, but .... 

TIN IA 
And did not Lieutenant Boomer just 
request landing clearance? 

Yes. 
OMEGA 

TINIA 
(turning to Adama 
and Tigh) 

I think you're all being paranoid. 
CONTINUED 
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CONTINUED - 2 70 
TINIA (Cont'd) 

(beat) 
I'm sorry, Commander. But no warriors 
in the landing bay. Council policy. 

TIGH 
(pissed) 

Commander ... if you'll excuse me, my 
duty period was over a centare ago ... 
I need some air. 

TIN IA 
Colonel. If you decide to take your 
air on the landing bay, or order any 
warriors to take air there, I'll view 
it as a direct act of insubordination. 

TIGH 
(red-faced) (Do your best, Terry) 

Do I have the Siress' permission to 
retire to the Officers' Club? 

TINIA 
You may go anywhere you wish, Colonel. 
So long as it is not the landing bay. 

Tigh stares at her a beat ... then exits. l·Je move in on Adama 
and Tinia. 

ADAr1A 
He is a good warrior. In time perhaps 
you'll come to realize that. 

TINIA 
Adama. You're all good warriors ... 
but what we need right now are good 
diplomats. 

INT. OFFICERS' CLUB - ON COLONEL TIGH 

as he enters and glances around. He spots Starbuck and Apollo 
and moves towards their table. 

TIGH 
Bind if I join you? 

The two warriors look a little surprised. 

STARBUCK 
No. Have a seat, Colonel. 

TIGH 
(sitting) 

Thank you. 

CONTINUED 
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TIGH 
(calls to barman) 

Bring me one of whatever they're 
drinking. 

Starbuck and Apollo exchange glances. 

APOLLO 
Colonel, I've never seen you in 
here unless you had to grab us for 
a mission. 

The barman arrives and sets down the drink in front of Tigh. 

TIGH 
There's a first time for everything. 
And now's the time for one Colonial 
Colonel to have a little drink. 

Tigh downs the drink. 

STARBUCK 
A little drink? Colonel .... 

APOLLO 
\'lhat if the Commander needs 
the bridge? 

TIGH 
For what? T'Ve' re all safely 
arms of the Council now. 

STARBUCK 
(catching on) 

you 

in 

Siress Tinia is on the bridge. 

TIGH 

on 

the 

On the bridge ... she's taken it over! 
At this very moment the Council is 
waiting on Landing Bay Alpha to 
welcome those Enforcers you captured 
with open arms. 

APOLLO 
vve know. 

CONTINUED 
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TIGH 

Di d you know that a ll commun icatio ns 
we nt out on the p r ison barge a fter 
the shuttle launched? 

APOLLO 
(alert) 

No. 

TIGH 
Siress Tinia doesn't think it's anything 
to be concerned about. 

STARBUCK 
Didn't the Commander order warriors 
to the bay? 

TIGH 
Overruled. And I have been threatened 
with a court martial if I take any 
steps to interfere. 

ANOTHER ANGLE 

71 

72 

as Starbuck and Apollo exchange glances. The barman brings Tigh 
another drink. 

APOLLO 
(standing) 

Feel like a walk? 

STARBUCK 
Yah ... now that you mentioned it. 

TIGH 
It's not something I said, is it? 

APOLLO 
No. .To be perfectly honest, we 
feel a little uncomfortable drink
ing with a senior officer. 

Starbuck and Apollo race out. ~\Te move in on Tigh. 

TIGH 
(smiles) 

I kind of hoped you would. 

END OF ACT TWO 

FADE OUT 
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ACT THREE 

FADE IN 

EXT. SHUTTLE 

as it approaches the Galactica. 

INT. SHUTTLE COCKPIT 

Two of Leiter's men are standing with guns behind Sheba and 
Boomer. Baltar is between them. 

BALTAR 
A nice normal landing, Lieutenant. 
I wouldn't want to bounce to set off 
a weapon by accident. 

Baltar smiles and moves back through the shuttle towards the 
Nomen, Leiter and the Enforcers. 

BALTAR 
(to Leiter) 

The micron the hatch opens, you and 
your men will eliminate all guards 
and take as many hostages as possible. 

LEITER 
Don't worry. We are very good at 
such operations. 

BALTAR 
I'm sure you are. 

(to Maga) 
Maga. You and your Nomen follow me 
to the lift. We can be on the bridge 
in a matter of microns. 

MAGA 
And once we control the bridge .... 

BALTAR 
We control the Galactica. 

EXT. SHUTTLE 

as it enters Landing Bay Alpha for a landing. 

INT. LANDING BAY - ON COUNCIL - FEATURING DOMRA 

73 
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The entire Council, except Siress Tinia, is standing with him 
as we hear the shuttle move in to a stop. There are two 
security guards standing by and the usual ground crew personnel. 

CONTINUED 
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DOHRA 
Remember, these people have been 
mistreated by our warriors. It's 
only natural for them to be a little 
hostile. We must make every effort 
to give them a warm welcome. 

The others nod. Domra steps forward, leading the group toward 
the shuttle ... a warm smile of sreeting on his face. 

ON SHUTTLE HATCH 

It slides open with a hiss and immediately Leiter and his men 
come pouring out. We widen as they sweep around the Council, 
firing their laser machine guns into the air, filling the bay 
with explosions. 

ON SECURITY GUARDS 

as they throw their hands into the air. 

WIDE ON ENTIRE BAY 

Leiter's men move quickly, rounding up everyone in the bay and 
herding them towards the shuttle hatch. We see Baltar and the 
Nomen race around the shuttle and leap onto the lift. 

ANGLE FEATURING DQr.1RA 

panicked and confused, as guns go off all around them. 

DOMRA 
Wait ... you're making a mistake. We 
are your friends. 

INT. GALACTICA CORRIDOR - ON APOLLO AND STARBUCK 

as they move towards the elevator leading to Alpha Bay. The 
elevator opens revealing Baltar and the Nomen. 

APOLLO 
Baltar! 

He and Starbuck dive for cover, drawing their lasers. The 
Nomen pull the laser boles and send them flying down the cor
ridor. It turns into a blazing fire fight, with the Nomen un
able to leave the elevator without being blasted apart. 
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ANGLE ON BALTAR 

returning fire. 

BALTAR 
The doors ... close the doors! 

Baltar punches a button and the doors close, taking a number 
of laser hits. 

ON APOLLO AND STARBUCK 

as they move out into the smoking corridor. Apollo hits an 
intercom button on the wall. 

APOLLO ~ 
ridge. Captain Apollo. ~ding ' 

Bay Alpha is under atta~xtent 
of forces unknown~e are holding 
the lift in Beta Corrido . e 

Baltar ... Nomen ... and Enforcers. At 
least we've got all our enemies in 
one spot. 

APOLLO 
Including the Council. 

ON GALACTICA - FEATURE ADAMA 

The bridge is alive with activity as Adama moves to secure the 
battlestar. He is giving orders in a rapid-fire manner as he 
checks the scanner blueprint of the Galactica. Siress Tinia 
is standing out of the way, looking a bit pale. 

ADAMA 
Launch Red Squadron. They are to 
prevent any ship from launching 
without my approval. 

(checking scanner) 
Have Warrior Security cover all 
hatches above, below and around 
Launch Bay Alpha ... Omicron through 
Zeta. 

(beat) 
And get Colonel Tigh up here at once. 

OMEGA 
Yes, sir. 

Omega begins to relay the instructions. 
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ANGLE FEATURING ADAHA AND TINIA 

Behind them we see Apollo and Starbuck race in. 

TINIA 
(stunned) 

What ' s happened? 

AD AHA 
Those Alliance representatives as 
you call them, just captured the 
Council and Landing Bay Alpha. 
That's wh~t's happened. 

APOLLO 
Baltar and the Nomen are with them. 

·:.Z -:.... 
AD AHA 

Good Lord! 

STARBUCK 
If it hadn~t been for Colonel Tigh's 
warning, they'd have been up here 
now instead of us. 

AD AHA 
~·vhere is Tigh? 

ANGLE ON TIGH 

TIGH 
Reporting for duty ... sir. 

TIGHT ON ALL 

We can hear the Vipers launching. 

m~.EGA 

Red Squadron launched, Commander. 

Adama nods to Omega in acknowledgment. 

TINIA 
Colonel .... 

TIGH 
(to Tinia) 

I know. I had a little too much 
air. 

Tinia just stares at him. 

CONTINUED 
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ormGA 
(checks ear set) 

Commander ... Scan coming in from the 
shuttle. 

ADAl'V\ 
Transfer to the console. 

ANOTHER ANGLE 

as everyone moves to see the scanner. 

CLOSE ON SCANNER ~ (_ c;~ ~'V'-
We see Baltar appear ~ ~e shuttle. Behind him we can see 
all the hostages under guard. 

BALTAR 
Adama. You're looking haggard. 

BACK ON ADA~ffi - INTERCUT 

ADM1A 
Baltar. You have one centon to lay 
down your arms and surrender. 

BALTAR 
(laughs) 

You're wonderful. I have a blade to 
your throat and you give orders. 

Baltar motions and Maga drags Domra forward. 

DOHRA 
They're attaching solenite charges 
to the outer hull. They'll kill us 
all if you don't do as he says! 

Maga jerks Domra back. 

BALTAR 
(straight) 

Now, here are your orders ... Commander. 
Release the two Cylon pilots who flew 
me here, my fighter and the Alliance 
destroyer. l•!hen my comrades and I 
are safely aboard our ships, the 
shuttle will launch, then the des
troyer and finally my fighter. 

CONTINUED 
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BALTAR (Cont'd) 
(beat) 

If the shuttle makes any attempt to 
return before we are in orbit at 
Luna Seven, or if we pick up a sin
gle pursuing viper on our scanners 
... I press this little button and 
blow the shuttle and everyone on 
board into a million pieces. 

ADAMA 
And when you reach Luna Seven. 

BALTAR 
The shuttle will be free to return. 

ADAMA 
Do you think for one centon I believe 
that? 

BALTAR 
You don't have a choice, Adama. If 
my demands are not followed to the 
letter, within one centare ... I'll 
kill these hosta9es one by one in 
front of you. 

Bora pushes Boomer into view. 

BALTAR 
Beginning with Lieutenant Boomer. 

BOOHER 
He'll do it anyway, Commander. Take 
them now, while .... 

90 
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Bora pulls Boomer away from the scanner. (X) 
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BALTAR 

One centare, Adama. 

The screen flickers off. 

ON APOLLO, STARBUCK AND WILKER 

as they move quickly down a Galactica corridor. 

APOLLO 
''lhat do you mean you can't put them 
together! 

~VILKER . 

Captain. I'm trying to explain. I 
deactivated the Cylons whn were es~ 
cortih~ Balt~~ wheri we captu~ed him. 

STARBUCK 
So ... reactivate them. 

Dr. Wilker stops. 

WILKER 
It won't be that easy. 

(beat) 
I was attempting to decipher their 
programming. I thought I might be 
able to find a way of reprogramming 
them from long distances using coded 
laser beams. For example, I might 
be able to turn off their ability to 
fire on our ships, or .... 

APOLLO 
(cutting in) 

Look. I appreciate what you were 
trying to do. Right now, all I care 
about is reactivating those two Cylons 
and delivering them to Baltar before 
he kills every hostage on that shuttle. 

V'liLKER 
(frustrated) 

Perhaps if I showed you. 

He moves forward to the hatch. 

INT. DR. '~JILKER' S LAB 

90 
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92 

as Wilker, Apollo and Starbuck enter. The two warriors stop ... 
stunned. t"1e pan to reveal two Cylons in a hundred pieces. 
There's not a single limb or head connected to the body. 

CONTINUED 
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CONTINUED 92 
l'HLKER 

Now, do you understand? 

Starbuck gingerly picks up a Cylon head. 

STARBUCK 
You're harder on them than I am. 

APOLLO 
You took them apart ... you can put 
them back together. 

lHLKER 
In a centare? Impossible! 

APOLLO 
(angrily) 

I don't care how you do it ... just 
do it! 

(beat) 
1-'Je' 11 help. 

At that moment, Starbuck accidentally drops the piece of a 
Cylon he's been examining. As it clatters to the floor, we 
move in on Wilker. 

WILKE:q 
(to himself) 

Impossible. 

GALACTICA BRIDGE - COHHUNICATIONS CENTER 

(X) 

93 

Colonel Tigh, Adama and Tinia are looking at the scanner screens 
in the center, which are filled with visuals of the landing bay 
... Enforcers with weapons, the shuttle, etc. 

TIGH 
(pointing) 

The destroyer is being moved into 
the bay now. 

INSERT - ON SCREEN 

as the Alliance destroyer moves slowly forward into Alpha Bay. 
(Hartland shot) . 

BACK TIGHT ON ALL 

ADNffi 
The Cylon fighter? 

CONTINUED 
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40 

TH~H 

in the bay. 

ADAMA 
(turns away 
from screens) 

Is there any way of reaching those 
charges once the shuttle is launched? 

TIGH 
I'm afraid not, sir. There are no 
space suits in the shuttle. 

TINIA 
Then we have to assault the bay and 
defuse those charges before the 
shuttle launches. 

ANOTHER ANGLE 

as Adama turns wearily to Tinia, unwilling to take any more 
Council orders. 

ADAMA 
Siress Tinia. I don't believe ... 

(stops, realizing 
what he heard) 

What did you say? 

TINIA 
That we must make our assault before 
the shut~le launches. 

(off his look) 
Commander. I am not stupid; Baltar 
has no intention of freeing those 
hostages. He'll either force them 
to land on Luna Seven or blow them 
apart once he's free. 

(beat) 
The only question is when to 
attack and how to maximize our 
chance of success. 

9 7 ANGLE FEATU?.ING ADJV'!.A 

obviously pleased by her attitude. 

ADAMA 
Agreed. We must hit them while 
they're transferring from the shuttle 
to their ships. They'll be in the 
open and our people will be in the 
shuttle. 

CONTINUED 
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ADANA (Cont 'd) 
(to Tigh) 

Is everyone in position? 

Tigh points to a monitor. 

CLOSE ON !-iGNITOR 

V.le see a number of warriors with assault weapons outside a 
hatch. 

TIGH 
The assault teams are ready to simul
taneously hit the bav from three sides. 

TIGHT ANGLE ON ALL 

AD AHA 
And the demolition experts? 

TIGH 
They feel they can disarm the charges 
in thirty microns ... once they reach 
them. 

TINIA 
And what are the odds of them accom
plishing that before Baltar can set 
them off? 

TIGH 
(hesitates) 

It all depends on how stunned he is 
by the attack. And, he will have to 
take cover or be caught in the explo
sion himself. 

ADAMA 
The odds, Tigh. 

TIGH 
Computer estimates seventy-thirty ... 
in Baltar's favor. 

We move in on Adama's face for his reaction. 

FADE OUT 

END OF ACT THREE 
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ACT FOUR 

FADE IN 

GALACTICA - ESTABLISHING 100 

INT. LANDING BAY - CLOSE ON SHUTTLE 101 

as two of Leiter's men crawl out from under and nod to him. ~'Je 
move with Leiter as he crosses to Bal tar and r.1aga who are stand
ing further out in the bay. Around them we can see the other 
Nomen and more of the Enforcers with their weapons at the ready, 
scanning the periphery df the bay for any sign of intruders. 

LEITER 
The charges are in olace. 

BALTAR 
(pointing o.s.) 

And, so is your destroyer. 

THEIR POINT OF VIEW - DESTROYER 

sitting in the bay. (Hartland shot). 

LEITER'S VOICE 
This Commander Adama amazes me. To 
think he would let us go just to save 
a few lives. 

TIGHT Ol'J BALTAR, LEITER AND HAGA 

!.1AGA 
He won't. 

BALTAR 
(smugly) 

tvhat do you mean he won 1 t ... he has 
no choice. 

HAGA 
If you believe that, you are a nigger 
fool than I thought. 

102 

103 

Baltar reddens and stares at Maga for a beat, then thinks better 
of pressing the point. 

HAGA 
He will attack us as we move to our 
ships ... when the shuttle is unguarded. 

LEITER 
Precisely what I would do. 

CONTINUED 
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BALTAR 
He won't risk slaughtering the 
hostages. 

HAGA 
(small laugh) 

Baltar. Don't you think he knows 
you have no intention of letting 
them go? 

BALTAR 
(weakly) 

Of course I'll let them go ... once 
we're safe. 

LEITER 
Whether you intend to or not isn't 
the problem. Our escape depends on 
whether Adama believes you will. 

BALTAR 
(touch frantic) 

What do we do if he doesn't? 

HAGA 
(walking away) 

Prepare to die. 

CLOSE ON BALTAR AND LEITER 

103 

(X) 

104 

Maga's words have scared the hell otit of Baltar. Leiter watches 
him for a beat, then v1alks away. ~'le slowly move in on Bal tar. 

BALTAR 
(to himself) 

He has to believe me. He has to! 

GALACTICA BRIDGE - ON APOLLO 

We widen to reveal Adama, Tigh and Tinia. 

APOLLO 
We'll never get those Centurians 
functioning before the deadline. 

AD AHA 
Unless Baltar has those Cylons he 
won't move to his ship. 

APOLLO 
~'7e need more time. 

105 
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I'll try. 
(beat) 

44 

ADN1A 

Omega. See if you can raise Baltar 
on the shuttle. 

Omega nods and hits the console buttons. 

APOLLO 
(exiting) 

I'll be in the lab. 

As he moves past Tinia, he stops for a beat, the anger at her 
obvious, but Apollo says nothing and moves on. Adama is 
watching. 

ADAMA 
I'm afraid he doesn't hide his 
emotions very well. 

TINIA 
Nor should he. After the mistakes 
we've made on the Council, I wouldn't 
be surprised if the warriors helped 
Baltar blow up the shuttle. 

OHEGA 
Commander. I have the shuttle. 

Adama moves to his console. 

INT. SHUTTLE 

105 

106 

as Baltar moves up the aisle towards the cockpit. A Noman and 
Enforcer are covering the hostages from the rear. Host of the 
hostages seem quiet ... but frightened. As Baltar passes them, 
they watch him with fearful eyes. He seems unnerveo hv this 
and stops, reaching out to grab Sire Dom:ta, who cringes in fear-

BALTAR 
I won't hurt you. You have my word. 
The moment I'm safely on Luna Seven 
you'll all be free to return. 

(beat) 
You believe me, don ' t you? 

Dm-1RA 
(scared) 

Yes ... yes. I believe you. 

INT. SHUTTLE COCKPIT - CLOSE ON BOOHER AND SHEBA 

Sheba is massaging his neck, where he was struck earlier. 

CONTINUED 
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CONTINUED 
BOOHER 

t'lell, I don't. 

SHEBA 
Nor I. 

We widen as Baltar races towards them through the hostages. 
Maga a nd Leiter exchange lboks. 

BALTAR 
You have to believe me ... it's the 
truth. I wouldn't li~ tO you. 

BOOHEP. 
(laughing) 

We're the hostages and you're afraid. 

ANOTHER ANGLE 

For a beat it looks as if Baltar is going to strangle Boomer. 
Then .... 

HAGA 
Baltar ... the scanner. 

Baltar turns and looks at the scanner. 

H{5~-GALACTICA BRIDGE - ON ADAH.A 

.AD AHA 
Weneed more time. 

Intercut with: 

INT. SHUTTLE COCKPIT - FEATURE BALTAR 

BALTAR 
(tense) 

For what ... to attack me! 

ADA1'1A 
No! We had deactivated your Centur
ians. We ~re having oroblems re
activatino the1'1.. 

BALTAR 
(rages) 

You're plotting to attacl: me! 

ADM1A 
(controlled) 

I need more time to meet your demands. 

CONTINUED 
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(X) 

BALTAR 
No! Not a micron! 

ADN1A 
Baltar. Take me as a hostage in 
exchange for one more centare. 

TIGH 
Adama, you can't! 

CLOSE ON BALTAR, HAGA AND LEITER 

Maga pulls Baltar to he and Leiter. 

r1AGA 
Do it. 

LEITER 
If we have Adama, they might have 
second thoughts about attacking us. 

BALTAR 
Yes ... They might. 

Bal tar moves back in front of · .the scanner. 

BALTAR 
(calmly) 

Very well, Adama ... one more centare. 
In exchange for you. 

ADAMA 
(relieved) 

Thank you. 
BALTAR 

(smiles) 
You're welcome. 

ANGLE FEATU?..ING BALTAR 

as he snaps off the monitor and turns to Boomer and Sheba. 

BALTAR 
Not so funny, is it? 

Baltar smiles, and Boomer and Sheba looks defeated. 
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INT . CORRIDOR :.:. HOVING ~~JITH ADN1A , . TIGH AND THTIA 113 

as they walk briskly t owards the elevator leading down to Alpha 
Bay . The corrido r is lined with assault warriors at the ready. 

Adam a 

ADAMA 
(rapidly) 

The centon those Cylons are in the 
bay, Baltar and the others will move 
to their ships. I ' ll be free to 
contact you on Beta channel. 

TIGH 
This is suicide . 

ADNffi 
You must attack the moment they clear 
the shuttle. I'll alert our people, 
so we c an evacuate the shuttle as 
rapidly as possible . 

TIGH 
~ihat if he do esn ' t put you in the 
shuttle? 

TINIA 
That's why I ' m going. 

stops. 

AD AHA 
No! 

TINIA 
Don't argue with me, Adama. The 
Colonel's right. Baltar may not put 
you aboard until the last micron . . . 
he may take you with him in one of 
the other ships as an o ffering to the 
Alliance . .. who knows. In any case, 
I'm just another member o f the Council. 
He ' ll just toss me in with the others 
and I ' ll be able to fill them in on 
your plan. 

(beat) 
It's quite logical. 

ADN1A 
It ' s suicide! 

TIGH 
That's what I've been saying! 

She steps into the elevator. 

TINIA 
There ' s no time to argue . 

CONTINUED 
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After a beat, Adama shakes his head and steps in with her. 
Just before the doors 61ose, he shakes hands with Tigh. 

TIGH 
Adama .... 

AD AHA 
See you soon. 

The doors slide shut, leaving Tigh staring at the blank wall. 

INT. WILKER'S LAB - CLOSE ON t.VILKER, STARBUCK AND APOLLO 

113 

114 

as all three are staring at the camera -- a look of expectation 
on their faces. 

t~liLKER 

So far so good. 

He takes a breath. 

~1ILKER 

Centurian! 

THEIR POINT OF VIET•J - CYLON CENTURIAN 115 

sitting on the edge of the table. He slowly stands up. 

CENTURIAN 
By your command. 

ANGLE ON ALL 

The three men smile -- it's working. 

WILKER 
(points) 

Turn on the scanner on that bench. 

The Cylon turns, looks at the bench across the room and slowly 
crosses to it. 

APOLLO 
Come on ... you can do it. 

STARBUCK 
Never thought I see us rooting for 
a Cy lon. 

CLOSE ON CYLON 

He reaches the bench and stops. His arm moves out to turn on 

CONTINUED 
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CONT INUED 

the sca nner and goes straight through the screen. He just 
stands there with sparks flying. 

TIGHT ON WILKER, APOLLO AND STARBUCK 

They sag. 

Y\JILKER 
He'll never fly. 

CLOSE ON APOLLO 

as he suddenly gets an idea. 

APOLLO 
Maybe he won't have to. 

BACK ON THE CYLON 

His hand sti ll in the scanner ... sparks flying. 

INT. HANGAR DECK - ON SHUTTLE 

as Adama and Tinia are led to Baltar who is standing by the 
hatch. 

BALTAR 
Adama. How nice of you and this 
lovely woman to join us. 

AD ABA 
I would like to check on the condi
tion of our people. 

BALTAR 
Of course ... anything you wish ... old 
friend. 

Adama and Tinia step forward, but Baltar stops them. 

BALTAR 
After you are searched. 

117 

118 

119 

120 

121 

Two Enforcers move forward to pat down Adaina and Tinia. She (X) 
stands stiffly and stares straight ahead as Adama just glowers 
at Baltar. 

FLYING BRIDGE - ON TIGH 
122 ~~·?. ,· •1 ,·~· •. 

as he paces back and forth. He checks his watch, then slams 
his fist down on the console. 

CONTINUED 
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CONTINUED 122 
TIGH 

We're running out of time. 

OHEGA 
Doctor Wilker on the scanner. 

Tigh moves to the scanner. 

I. ;_~ I 1 :_ l ~ j 1 ovft 5 TIGHT ON SCANNER SCREEN vv-
7 

L- 1 • f 
Dr. Wilker appears. In the b.g., we see two Centurians moving 
slowly behind him. 

~'JILKER 

Colonel ... we're ready. I think. 

BACK ON TIGH 

Angle so you cannot see the scanner screen. 

TIGH 
You think? 

APOLLO'S VOICE 
Colonel, you have to call off the 
assault. 

Tigh's e y ebrows raise in surprise. 

TIGH 
Apollo .... 

APOLLO'S VOICE 
It's the only chance we have o f 
saving them. Call off the attack 
and order that shuttle to launch. 

TIGH 
Adama has personally ordered the 
assault. 

APOLLO'S VOICE 
And left you in command. I 0on't 
have time to explain, : sir. call 
off the attack! 

Tigh turns and looks at Omega who also appears stunned. 

INT. LANDING BAY - ESTABLISHING 

with the shuttle, a f.g. piece of the destroyer (if possible) 
and the Enforcers at the ready. ,>: ,. ·' 
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INT. SHUTTLE 

Adama, Tinia, Boomer and Sheba are in the cockpit area. r1aga, 
Leiter and Bal~2r arP in the rear near the hatch, conferring. 
Domra moves slowly closer to Adama. 

DOMRA 
(uncomfortable) 

Adana. The Council has taken a vote 
and decided to rescind our edict and 
extend the emergency powers, g iving 
you full command. 

126 

Adama stares at him. It's too ridiculous to comment on. Boomer 
laughs and shakes his head. 

DOHRA 
(retreating) 

I ... thought you should know. 

ANGLE ON BALTAR, HAGA AND LEITER 127 

as Bora sticks his head into the hatch. 

BORA 
The Cylon pilots are here. 

!W.GA 
(to Bal tar) 

So it begins. Are you ready? 

Baltar can't speak, he just holds up the detonator with his 
thumb over the button and nods. For a beat, they just stare 
at each other, then .... 

!ffiGA 
(shouts) 

Launch this shuttle the moment we 
leave. 

(beat) 
Go! 

The three men race out of the hatch, followed by the guards who 
keep the hatch covered until the last second. 

ANGLE ON ADN1A 

as the hatch is closed from the outside, everyone begins yell
ing "Launch!" Adama turns to Boomer. 

ADMffi 
Get Tigh on Beta channel. 

CONTINUED 
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ADA!1A (Cont'd) 
(loudly to hostages) 

Silence. 
(beat) 

Our warriors will be assaulting the 
bay at any moment. Be prepared to 
evacuate rapidly the micron we open 
the hatch. 

Dm1RA 
They'll blow us up! 

TI NIA 
It's the only chance we have. 

BOOHER 
I've got Tigh! 

Adama turns to the screen. 

AD AHA 
Colonel. Attack now! 

CLOSE ON SCREEN 

TIGF 
Adama. Launth at once. · Repeat. 
Launch at one. 

Intercut with: 

INT. SHUTTLE COCKPIT - ADA.HA 

AD AHA 
It won't work! 

TIGH 
(angrily) 

For God's sake, Adama. I'm in 
command ... launch! 

Rev. 2/21/ 79 

INT. LAUNCH BAY - CLOSE ON ENFORCERS, BALTAR, NOHEN 

as they race towards their ships, guns at the rea~y. 

INT. DESTROYER 

as the Enforcers move inside and straight to the consoles. 
Leiter and the Nomen are the last in. Leiter runs towards 
the cockpit. 

CONTINUED 
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CONTINUED 132 
LEITER 

Start all engines ... prepare to launch! 

We hear the engines whining to life. 

INT. COCKPIT - BALTAR'S FIGHTER 

as he leaps into his seat, the tHo Centurians at the controls. 
He is holding the detonator in his hand. The hatch slams shut 
behind him and he looks out towards the shuttle. 

ON SHUTTLE 

BP..LTAR 
(panicked) 

Whv don't they launch?! 

as it launches with a roar out of the landing bay and into the 
stars. 

INT. DESTPOYER COCKPIT - ON LEITE 0 

LEITER 
Launch! 

ON DESTROYER 

as it launches out of the landinq bav. 

INT. CYLON COCKPIT - BACK ON BALTAR 

BALTAR 
(ecstatic) 

It's working! I've done . it! 
(beat) 

Centurians ... launch! 

CENTURIANS 
By your command. 

133 

134 
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(X) 

One Centurian reaches forward and slams his fist through the (X) 
instrument panel. It erupts in a shower of sparks, noise and 
electrical short circuits. Baltar throws uo his hand to oro
teet his face. The other Centurian sits motionless. 

137-A CLOSE ON STARBUCK AND APOLLO 137-A 
(X) 
(X) crouched under the hatch of the Cylon fighter. 

CONTINUED 
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137-A CONTINUED 137-A 
APOLLO 

Go! 

Starbuck swings the hatch down and they both clamber up inside 
the fighte r . 

137-B BACK ON COCKPIT 137-B 

The Cylon is still ramming his fist into the panel ... sparks 
filling the cockpit. Baltar is just beginning to recover, he 
drops his hand from his face and raises his finger over the 
button to press it. Apollo and Starbuck appear behind him. 
They both lunge over his shoulder and grab his detonator and 
his hand so he cannot press the button. 

BALTAR 
No ... no. Not you two, again. 

STARBUCK 
~·Jell ... 

(points to 
sparking Cylon) 

It was really his idea. 

Apollo and Starbuck begin to smile. Baltar looks at the Cylon 
with disaust as it continues to punch its arm mechanically 
into the instrument panel. 

FADE OUT 

END OF ACT FOUP. 
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I NT. OFFICERS' CLUB 

as we move through the crowd, we find Apollo, Starbuck , Boomer 
and Sheba at a t~ble. 

ON TIGH 

APOLLO 
We figured Baltar would feel secure 
once the shuttle and destroyer had 
launched and he was safely tucked 
in with his Cy lons. 

STARBUCK 
So did the co~outer. It esti~ated 
we had a 9 to l ch~nce of succeeding. 

(beat) 
I'll bet on those odds any ti~e. 

B00!1ER 
toJi th our lives! 

STARBUCK 
It worked, didn't it? 

BOOHER 
You got me there. 

SHEBA 
I still don't see why the Co~ander 
let Leiter and the destroyer escape. 

APOLLO 
We're tracking them right now on 
long range scan. When they l~nd, 
we'll have the exact coordinates 
of their base on Luna Seven. 

as he moves through the crm-1d to the table. 

TIGH 
Hav I join you? 

SHEBA 
Have a seat, Colonel. 

STARBUCK 
Barman ... bring the Colonel a drink. 

CONTINUED 
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CONTINUED 139 
TIGH 

No ... never again! 

STA?..BUCK 
Don't speak too quickly, Colonel. 
~rJhat if you have to deal with Siress 
Tinia again? 

TIGH 
Now that the Council has returned 
full command to Adarna, I'll never 
have to face that problem. 

Apollo looks offstage. 

APOLLO 
Ah ... Colonel. 

Tigh turns. 

TIGH' S POINT OP. VIEt·T - ADA!1.l\ AND TINIA 

approaching the table, arm-in-arm and engaged in a lively con
versation. 

BACK TIGHT ON THE TABLE 

Tigh sags. 

TIGH 
No ... he wouldn't do that to me, 
would he?! 

APOLLO 
I think he just might. 

TIGH 
(calling) 

Barman .... 

THE END 

FREEZE FRNm 

FADE OUT 
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