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The Grey Horse Lives Again: Celebrate with the Osage at Tocabe

     

The Douglas Society members and guests will meet for a social evening on 
Wednesday, November 7, 2012, at Tocabe: An American Indian Eatery, located at 
3536 West 44th Avenue at Lowell Blvd. in Denver. The gathering starts at 7pm. 

Tocabe’s whole restaurant will be reserved this evening just for the Douglas Society members 
and their guests. Enjoy good food and conversation with owner Ben Jacobs. Price: $25.00 per 
person includes entree, dessert and soft drinks. Beer and wine are available for an additional 
charge. Parking is available to the side or rear of the restaurant or on the street.

To register, follow the instructions on the postcard you just received.

http://www.douglassociety.org/


Tocabe: An American Indian Eatery is the only Native American restaurant in 
the metro Denver area. Tocabe brings a new and exciting concept to Denver's 
restaurant community. Specializing in contemporary American Indian cuisine, the 
menu combines traditional Osage family recipes with elements of modern Native 
American fare. The restaurant's setting is a warm, open space with connections to 
American Indian cultural elements and infused with a contemporary fast casual 
-style atmosphere. One of their signature dishes is a shredded Bison American 
Indian Taco, topped with a choice of black or pinto beans, lettuce, cheese, 
tomatoes and purple onions, Osage hominy salsa and hot green chilies.

Program: The highlight of the Douglas Society’s November 7 evening program 
will be a conversation with Benjamin Jacobs, son of Tocabe’s owners. Ben has 
lived in Denver since he was three. He grew up in the Park Hill neighborhood, 
graduated from Denver East High School in 2001, then received his B.A. in 
History from the University of Denver in 2005, with a focus on American Indian 
studies. In the late 1980's, when they first moved to Denver, Ben’s parents, Tom 
and Jan Jacobs, operated “Grayhorse” as a small Native American eatery in the 
erstwhile Tabor Center food court on the 16th Street Mall at California Street. 

Benjamin Jacobs is a member of the Osage Tribe of Oklahoma. He will discuss 
the traditional foods of the Plains Indians and how he has adapted them to his 
restaurant today. His Native American restaurant has received national recognition 
on cable television: the Food Channel, the Travel Channel, and on an upcoming 
CNN program, plus recent coverage in Native Peoples magazine. Ben's mother has 
worked at the Denver Art Museum as a Master Teacher for the Native Arts 
Department. His sister has worked at the National Museum of the American Indian 
in Washington DC.

LINKS:  http://tocabe.com      and http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=68s-1KLE2hY 

Important Reminders: 

* Our October 23 program is at 5:30pm in DAM North downstairs:  
   “Living with American Indian Art” with expert Alan Hirschfield

* It is Time to Renew Your Membership in the Douglas Society

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=68s-1KLE2hY
http://tocabe.com/


    

El Anatsui Exhibition at the Denver Art Museum through December 30

The first retrospective of El Anatsui’s work, this exhibition includes important
sculptures in wood, ceramic and mixed media as well as major pieces from his
bottle-top series, covering all phases of the artist’s career. This exhibition is the 
first opportunity for audiences to see how the artist’s ideas have developed over 
four decades.  See it in DAM’s Hamilton Bldg, Fourth Level.  Also included in the 
exhibition is El Anatsui’s large wall hanging that was commissioned for DAM, 
titled  “Rain Has No Father?” -- showcased very dramatically.  

* El Anatsui’s September talk was sponsored in part by the Douglas Society *

The exhibition catalog, “El Anatsui: When I Last Wrote to You About Africa,” is 
available for $50 in the DAM Museum Shop.  

“Planning the Layout,” by Native Arts Curatorial Assistant, Eric Berkmeyer, is a 
DAM blog posting that tells the fascinating “behind the scenes” story: 
http://denverartmuseum.org/article/staff-blogs/planning-layout-el-anatsui-when-
last-i-wrote-you-about-africa  

Guided Tour: Daily through December 30, 2012 at 2 p.m., Tuesdays through 
Sundays. http://denverartmuseum.org/calendar/el-anatsui-when-i-last-wrote-you-
about-africa-tour-daily

November 2: Nooner Tour: “El Anatsui: Fold, Crumple, Crush” 45 minutes. Meet 
in the first-level elevator lobby of the DAM Hamilton Building.  These Nooner 
Tours are included with general museum admission & free for members of course.

http://denverartmuseum.org/calendar/el-anatsui-when-i-last-wrote-you-about-africa-tour-daily
http://denverartmuseum.org/calendar/el-anatsui-when-i-last-wrote-you-about-africa-tour-daily
http://denverartmuseum.org/article/staff-blogs/planning-layout-el-anatsui-when-last-i-wrote-you-about-africa
http://denverartmuseum.org/article/staff-blogs/planning-layout-el-anatsui-when-last-i-wrote-you-about-africa


Calendar of Events

October 21 – January 20, 2013 Becoming Van Gogh. DAM http://www.vangoghdenver.com 
Surprise: Take a look here http://www.dambrewery.com/vangogh/ 

November 3: Night at the Museums: DAM open until 10pm. No charge. This event is part of 
Denver Arts Week, an eight-day celebration of all things art in The Mile High City, runing from 
November 2 through November 10, 2012.

Through mid-January: Exhibit - The Diker exhibition of beaded and quilled Native figures.
DAM North Building, Third Floor, American Indian Galleries. See size 24° seed beads!

January 18 Annual Douglas Society Dinner and Program For members and their guests.  6pm 
Reception 7pm Dinner, followed by a special program, election of officers, and book signing. 
Mark Your Calendar Now for Friday, January 18, 2013!

2013 Douglas Society Programs

Program Chairperson, Jill Giller, and her committee will be scheduling Spring meetings. 
Watch future newsletters and event postcards for details.

Membership Information: Individual versus Family Membership Levels

Reminder to INDIVIDUAL Douglas Society Members:  Your Individual membership allows 
you to attend Douglas Society Programs at the Douglas Society Member price of $5 per 
program.  

Other family members attending with you will be charged the DAM member price of $10 per 
program.  If you have family members attending programs with you (a spouse for example), 
consider upgrading your membership to the FAMILY (or higher) level where they would be 
welcome at the $5 Douglas Society member fee.  

Contact Max Douglas, Membership Chairman, if you wish to make a change in your 
membership level, through the Contact Us link on our Web site: http://www.douglassociety.org . 

Time to Renew: October was the time to renew your Douglas Society membership. Do it now!

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

The Vochol
This amazing car, beaded by Huichol people, was at Denver International Airport a few months 
ago.  http://photos.denverpost.com/2012/05/21/photos-vochol-art-car-rolls-into-dia/ 

http://photos.denverpost.com/2012/05/21/photos-vochol-art-car-rolls-into-dia/
http://www.douglassociety.org/
http://www.dambrewery.com/vangogh/
http://www.vangoghdenver.com/


American Indian Object Featured on DAM’s Facebook Site

 Artwork of the Week, July 26, 2012
Shirt, about 1885 by an unknown Crow artist.  Object Catalog No. 1940.26
Description: leather, ermine, bead, and paint, 38 inches high by 58 inches wide.
https://www.facebook.com/denverartmuseum 

 Denver Art Museum Library 
 
The Denver Art Museum Library is a specialized resource for museum staff and volunteers.  The 
library is also available by appointment as a non-circulating resource for other interested art 
researchers, who may use the books and other materials within the library. Location: 414 14th 

Street (corner of Tremont and 14th Street) in the DAM Administration Annex, on the first floor 
west.  Call the librarian, Susan T. Ferrer-Vinent, for hours and to make an appointment: call her 
at 720-913-0100 or send a message to: sferrer-vinent@denverartmuseum.org. 

*Search the library’s holdings through the online catalog:
http://library.denverartmuseum.org/D60000Staff/OPAC/search/SimpleSearch.asp 

 NAGPRA – What’s That? 

Keepers of Culture: Native American Graves Protection & Repatriation Act 
http://denverartmuseum.org/sites/all/themes/dam/files/nagpra.pdf 
Everything you ever wanted to know about NAGPRA repatriation claims and how this affects 
the DAM collections is covered in this 237-page guide by Roger Echo-Hawk, based on work 
assisted by grants from the National Park Service. Published by the Denver Art Museum in 2002.

http://denverartmuseum.org/sites/all/themes/dam/files/nagpra.pdf
http://library.denverartmuseum.org/D60000Staff/OPAC/search/SimpleSearch.asp
mailto:sferrer-vinent@denverartmuseum.org
https://www.facebook.com/denverartmuseum
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10151067287389336&set=a.99643264335.87081.87396029335&type=1&relevant_count=1


Staff of the DAM Department of Native Arts

 Nancy Blomberg, DAM Chief Curator and Curator of Native Arts

 John Lukavic, Assistant Curator of Native Arts

 Eric Berkemeyer, Curatorial Assistant for Native Arts

 Heather Nielsen, Master Teacher



 The Douglas Society

The Douglas Society is the support group for the Native Arts Department at the Denver Art 
Museum (DAM).  It was founded in 1974 to honor and ensure the continuance of the work of 
Frederic Huntington Douglas, who had a nearly-30-year tenure as the Museum's curator of native 
arts beginning in 1929. Did you know: Frederic preferred to be called Eric?

The Society’s purpose is to advance the understanding and appreciation of the Museum’s Native 
Arts collections, which include American Indian, African and Oceania. The Douglas Society 
organizes lectures and meetings with distinguished scholars, native artists and performers. 
Members receive a quarterly e-mail  newsletter and enjoy programs, workshops, and social 
events including the annual dinner.  

For more information, visit www.douglassociety.org or call 720/913-0165. The Society’s Web 
site also includes links to newsletter issues in addition to program information. Did we mention: 
now is the time -- October is definitely the time to renew your Douglas Society membership. Do 
it now! Find your mailing or fill in a membership form at the meeting and write that check.

Back issues of the Douglas Society Newsletter can be found at: http://douglassociety.org 

Welcome to New Members

Joan and Jim Kroll, Claire LaRose, Catherine and David Manchester, and Michael 
E. Snodgrass.

Douglas Society Board of Directors 2013

James Baily, President; Nada Graves, Vice President; Heather Fox, Treasurer; 
Sharon Rouse, Secretary; Max Douglas, Membership Chairperson; Jill Giller, 
Programs Chairperson; Barbara L. Wagner, Newsletter Editor; Annabeth Headrick; 
Dena Mann; Dudley Smith; Sam Wagonfeld.

Positions Available on the Douglas Society Board for 2013

Interested members can contact Society the President to volunteer for Member at Large 
positions. Use the Contact Us link on our Web site: http://www.douglassociety.org .

http://www.douglassociety.org/
http://douglassociety.org/
http://www.douglassociety.org/

