
 

 

Flower-Inspired Plaza Open Call 

To celebrate a summer filled with flower related program, the Denver Art Museum is seeking 

local creatives to participate in this year’s Plaza installation.  The DAM is looking for creatives 

who use flowers as either material, or subject matter, in a community open call.  This year, the 

DAM partnered with local architecture firm Gensler, along with StudioTJOA and Studio NYL, to 

create an installation titled Bloom.  The design of Bloom is meant to provide an open framework 

for artistic interventions and programming produced by the creative community.   

Bloom is constructed entirely from 12” diameter cardboard tubes.  Typically used as concrete 

forms, their purpose has been reimagined by Gensler as a vessel for flower-filled creations.  

Each tube is manufactured with a weather resistant coating on both the interior and exterior of 

the form.  Tubes will be bound together to create larger units and some tubes will have weights 

inside.  The tubes also come with branding text on the outside, so consideration of the exterior 

surface will be part of the open call. 

There are two separate calls - one for installed artistic interventions, where there will be two 

designs selected and one for live public programming, where there are twelve spaces available: 

 

1) TWO INSTALLED ARTISTIC INTERVENTIONS AVAILABLE 

Design, install and deinstall an artistic intervention for one of the Bloom ‘zones’ (see 

Appendices A, B, D and E).  The DAM is looking for artists to create flower inspired 

pieces for zone 1 and zone 3 of the Bloom design.  Imagine a field of metal flower 

windmills turning in the breeze or a garden of crocheted daisies popping up from the 

tubes.  Designs do not need to fill/account for every tube, but they must result in a 

visually striking piece around the theme of flowers.  Entries must be for one zone only – 

two separate designs will be chosen to populate zone 1 and zone 3 of the installation. 

Please be clear in your entry which zone you are applying to use. 

As part of the call, the DAM is looking for artists to consider both populating the interior 

(and spilling out of) of the cardboard forms, as well as considering the exterior surfaces.  

While an intervention for both is not required, preference will be given to submissions 

that address both elements of the design.  This could come in the form of painting, 

wrapping or cascading items from/around the tubes.  While covering the tubes in various 

media is welcome, keeping the integrity/essence of the tube shape is desired (i.e. 

designs should not involve bolting a large flat piece of wood to cover tube shape).  

Cutting into the tubes as part of the design will also be considered, but artists will be 

required to clear coat any cut areas with a weather resistant sealant.  All installations 

must use the Bloom form for structural stability, or be able to hide additional construction 

elements within the tubes.  Nothing can be bolted to the ground.   



Artists will be responsible for installation, maintenance during summer (if needed) and 

deinstallation.  At the end of the installation period artist will retain ownership of the work, 

however the DAM will not be responsible for damage or loss to the work during the 

course of the installation.  The DAM will have final approval of all materials used for 

artistic interventions. 

Interventions will be in place from early June through the end of September.  Exact 

install/deinstall dates will be determined with individual artists, however projects must be 

able to withstand elements for the four month period.  There is a budget of $4000 

available for each artistic intervention. This includes artist fee, expenses and all 

materials. 

Please note: Zone 1 of Bloom will also have several pre-existing in-filled tubes to act as 

seating.  Appendix B shows where the seats may be, but the exact placement is subject 

to change.  

 

Selection Criteria: 

 Creativity: The project should have a strong visual draw and celebrate the theme of 

flowers.   

 Durability: The project will be located outside, open to the public.  Please take into 

consideration issues such as safety, typical season weather and construction that 

minimizes maintenance.  Submissions must work within framework of existing Bloom 

installation. 

 Qualifications:  Applicants do not need to be professional artists, but submissions 

must demonstrate the applicant’s ability to complete the project within timeline and 

budget provided (i.e. mastery of material or portfolio of previous related work). 

 Budget: The DAM has a budget of $4,000, including artist’s fee, materials, 

maintenance and install/deinstall available for each zone. 

Submission Process: 

All project proposals must be submitted electronically, in PDF format, to Jenette Preciado, 
jpreciado@denverartmuseum.org by 5 pm on Tuesday, March 31. Projects that do not fulfill 
the below requirements will not be reviewed. Please include the following information:  

Name your submitted PDF file in the following manner:                                
 
[artist or group name]_[artistic intervention_zone #].pdf 
 
Cover Sheets (Max. two pages) 

 Name of applicant 
 Address, e-mail, best phone number to reach you and website 
 Title of project 

mailto:jpreciado@denverartmuseum.org


 Brief description of project (200-400 words): 
Detailing the project’s narrative and design elements. Description of how the piece is 
designed to withstand the elements. 

 Construction/installation and de-installation plan:  
How much of the project will be built on-site? What methods will you use to secure your 
work to or around the Bloom piece? What is your timeline for install and de-install?  

Project Renderings (Max. two pages) 
Please include images of both the construction elements and the final presentation of the work.  
These graphics can take any form – hand drawing, CAD, Illustrator etc., however they must be 
in PDF format and should be clear enough to convey major design concepts, scale, materials 
used etc.  Any necessary info about construction details (connection points, how the project is 
secured, weatherproofing elements) should also be included. 

Detailed Budget (Max. one page) 
Include a detailed budget that highlights expenses, which may include, but are not limited to, 
artist fees, services, labor, materials, finishes, maintenance and de-installation. Please 
remember to budget for any possible maintenance costs throughout the summer. The DAM has 
allocated a budget of $4,000 for this project, which includes the artist fee and all 
materials/expenses.   

Bio/Portfolio (Max. one page) 
Please tell us about your previous work, and send images of related projects. 

Timeline:  

Tuesday, March 31, 5 pm: Deadline for submission 

First week of April: Review of submissions – phone calls or requests for any supplementary 
information if needed 

Mid-April: Projects selected, contracts signed 

Mid-late April: Meeting with DAM staff to review project 

June 6 and 7: Bloom installation complete (DAM kick-off to summer for families) 

Early June: Selected artistic interventions installed on the Plaza (exact dates TBD with selected 
artists) 

June 6-7 – September 25: Installations on the Plaza (exact dates TBD with individual artists) 

End of September: Deinstallation of work by artist (exact dates TBD with selected artists) 

 

 

 



2) TWELVE LIVE PROGAMMING BLOCKS AVAILABLE 

The DAM is seeking local creatives to produce public programming events around the 

theme of flowers.  We welcome, and encourage, creatives from varied disciplines to 

apply.  The programming can take many forms including talks/lectures, workshops, 

demonstrations or performances.  Perhaps a chef offers a mini-class on cooking with 

edible flowers, or a musician sings sweet songs about sunflowers to passersby.  We are 

open to it all!  We want to see how flowers inspire creatives’ work and how that can in 

turn be shared with the public.   

 

As part of the Bloom design, zone 2 (see Appendix C) will be used for programming 

purposes.  The area includes built in table tops and moveable seating.  The DAM can 

also provide additional tables (6 or 8 ft. available) and seating.  There is access to 

electricity and limited (i.e. a hose) use of water.  Please specify particular needs in your 

proposal. Programming must involve public interaction, but can be intended for groups of 

various sizes.  Please include your plans for group size and the format of the 

programming, such as drop-in or sign-up required.  DAM staff will help selected 

participants with these planning logistics.  

 

There are twelve programming blocks/spaces available. There is a flat budget of $500 

per block, which must include all materials for the programming (supplied by participant) 

and artist’s fee.  For each block, there will be a minimum of six hours of programming 

time required.  This can happen across several days, or one day-long happening.  

Please include a schedule of programming in your submission.  Exact dates will be 

determined with the selected participants.  All programming will take place outside 

during museum hours. 

 

Applicants are welcome to apply for multiple blocks, to create a longer programming 

residency!  The budget and required programming hours will expand accordingly. 

 

All materials for programming must be brought in/removed by selected participant.  The 

DAM cannot store materials in between programming sessions. 

Selection Criteria: 

 Creativity: We want to share the variety of ways flowers inspire people’s creative 

lives and work.  Projects from a variety of creative disciplines encouraged to apply. 

 Feasibility: Submissions must include a clear outline highlighting format of program, 

size, set-up required and materials. 

 Qualifications:  Applicants do not need to be professional creatives or teachers, but 

submissions must demonstrate the applicant’s ability to run programming (i.e. 

mastery of material or portfolio of previous related work).  Experience working with 

the public preferred. Groups or individuals welcome to apply. 

 Budget: The DAM has a budget of $500, including artist’s fee and programming 

supplies for each block.  Applicants are welcome to apply for multiple blocks, to 

create an extended programming residency. 



Submission Process: 

All project proposals must be submitted electronically, in PDF format, to Jenette Preciado, 
jpreciado@denverartmuseum.org by 5 pm on Tuesday, March 31. Projects that do not fulfill 
the below requirements will not be reviewed. Please include the following information:  

Name your submitted PDF file in the following manner: 

 [artist or group name]_[public programming].pdf 

Cover Sheets (Max. two pages) 
 Name of applicant 
 Address, e-mail, best phone number to reach you and website 
 Subject of program 
 Brief description of program (200-400 words): 

Describing the program in detail, including specifications such as format, set-up 
required, intended group size and materials. 

 Schedule:  
Outlining how 6 hour time commitment will be broken up (or longer if applying for 
multiple blocks). 

Related Images (Max. one page) 
Please share images of programming material/project if relevant. 

Budget (Max. one page) 
Include a budget that highlights expenses, including materials and artists fee. 

Bio/Portfolio (Max. one page) 
Please tell us about your previous work, and send images of related projects you’ve done. 

Timeline:  

Tuesday, March 31,  5 pm: Deadline for submission 

First week of April: Review of submissions – phone calls or requests for any supplementary 
information if needed 

Mid-April: Projects selected, contracts signed 

April-May: Meeting with DAM staff to review project 

June 6 and 7: Bloom installation complete (DAM kick-off to summer for families) 

June 6-7 – September 25: Public programming takes place on the Plaza (exact dates TBD with 

individual participants) 

 

mailto:jpreciado@denverartmuseum.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix A:  Overview of Zones 
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Appendix B:  Zone 1 (Artistic Intervention) 

 

Zone 1 Stats: 
 
•  Grouping: 559 tubes 
     (529 empty & 30 infilled for stools) 
•  Maximum height = ~ 4’ ~3” 
•  Minimum height = ~8” 
•  Tube diameter = 1’ 

 

Detail of Sonotube 

graphics:  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix C:  Zone 2 (Programming Opportunities) 

* Location and number of in-filled tubes may 

change prior to installation – map above is 

for illustrative purposes only. 

Detail of Sonotube 

graphics:  



 

 

              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Stats (Zone 3-1): 
 
•   Grouping: 48 tubes  
         (44 empty & 4 infilled)  
•   maximum height = 8’-7” 
•   minimum height = 5’-11” 
•   tube diameter = 1’ 

Appendix D:  Zone 3 (Artistic Intervention) 

 

Stats (Zone 3-2): 
 

•  Grouping: 27 tubes 
       (23 empty & 4 infilled)  

 

Stats (Zone 3-3): 
 
•  Grouping: 42 tubes 
        (40 empty & 2 infilled)  
•  maximum height = ~3’-0” 
•  minimum height = ~20” 
•  tube diameter = 1’ 

 

Stats (Zone 3-4): 
 
•  Grouping: 32 tubes 
        (30 empty & 2 infilled)  
•  Maximum height = ~6’-2” 

Detail of Sonotube 

graphics:  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix E:  Zone 1  and 3 Design Renderings 

(Artistic Intervention) – For Illustrative Purposes Only 



 


