
Stoplight Chat Cards
Stop! Listen! Share!

Getting Ready
You will need one set of CTA’s Stoplight Chat Cards (#TMG4SD) for yourself and a set for each of the children in 
attendance. Familiarize yourself with the cards, particularly the texts featured in this devotion. Bookmark 1 John 1:8–9 
in your Bible so you can find it quickly. Finally, make a large sign that reads, “Do over.”

Introduction
(Warmly greet the children and invite them to sit down near you. Hold up the sign and ask a volunteer to read it and 
tell what the words might mean.)

Sometimes your teacher might print the words “Do over” at the top of your math paper. It means that you need 
to rework your math assignment. Ugh! That “do over” means a lot of hard work! 

Or you might hear the words “Do over” at recess. It means that the player wants a second chance to do 
something. Have you ever asked for a “do over” like that? That kind of “do over” can be a good thing.

Getting to the Heart
I have some cards with me today, and one of the cards reminds me of a “do over.” 

(Show your set of Stoplight Chat Cards.) These cards help me share ideas and learn about my friends and family. 
For example, this card says, “Tell about a time you felt really sorry for something you said or did. What did you do 
then? How do you know Jesus forgives you?” How would you answer that one? (Listen to one or two responses.)

We call this process repentance. We say we are sorry, and God forgives us because Jesus died for our wrongdoing 
on the cross. We get to start over, just as if we had never done anything wrong. It’s the most important “do over” 
of all!

Whenever this happens, the Holy Spirit is at work. First, the Holy Spirit helps us to see our sin. He helps us 
recognize the hurt we have caused. Then, the Holy Spirit helps us to feel truly sorry and apologize to the ones we 
hurt. The Spirit helps us believe that God has completely forgiven our sin because of Jesus. Then the Spirit helps 
us change our sinful thoughts and actions. He makes us more like Jesus. We know this is true because the Bible 
says so. Listen as I read this verse. (Read 1 John 1:8–9 from your Bible or below.)

If we claim we have no sin, we are only fooling ourselves and not living in the truth. But if we confess our sins 
to him, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all wickedness. 1 John 1:8–9

How many “do overs” do you need? Five? Ten? A hundred? A thousand? A million?! No matter how many you 
need, you can have them all. Jesus earned them all for you on the cross. 

Taking It Home
I’m glad we had this talk. It’s good to talk together about important things, isn’t it? I have something that can 
help you talk about other important things when you are at home, in the car, or waiting for the bus. (Show one of 
the packaged card sets that you intend to distribute.) 
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Faith Talk @ Home Conversación en casa
sobre la fe

Today we talked about how Jesus has provided a 
“do over” for us by dying for all our sins on the cross. 
Now, because of Jesus, our heavenly Father sees us as 
his holy, forgiven, righteous children. Talk with your 
child about how hard it can be at times for us to ask 
for forgiveness. Sometimes we don’t feel sorry when 
we hurt others. Instead we think, “She deserved it 
because she hurt me first!” Or we make excuses like, “I 
was just joking.” 

(Read 1 John 1:8 from your Bible.) In this verse, God 
warns us against making excuses. What does the Holy 
Spirit help us to do instead? 

(Read 1 John 1:9.) What does God promise then? 

I’m so glad Jesus died for us! I’m so thankful that 
because of Jesus, God forgives us completely. It’s the 
best “do over” ever!

Hoy hablamos acerca de como Jesús proveyó un 
nuevo comienzo para nosotros muriendo por todos 
nuestros pecados en la cruz. Ahora, a debido a Jesús, 
nuestro Padre Celestial nos ve como sus hijos santos, 
perdonados, y justos.  Hable con su hijos acerca de 
los difícil que puede ser a veces para nosotros el 
pedir perdón. A veces no sentimos pena cuando 
lastimamos a otros. En lugar de ello pensamos, “lo 
merecía, porque ella me lastimó primero!” o hacemos 
excusas como, “Solo estaba bromeando”. (Lea en su 
Biblia 1 Juan. 1:8) En este versículo, Dios nos advierte 
en cuanto a hacer excusas. ¿En cambio, que nos ayuda 
a hacer el Espíritu Santo?

(Lea 1 de Juan 1:9) ¿Que promete Dios entonces? 
¡Estoy tan feliz de que Jesús murió por nosotros! 
Estoy tan agradecido porque por causa de Cristo 
Dios nos perdona completamente. ¡Es el mejor nuevo 
comienzo jamás provisto!

You can ask your dad or mom to read a question. Then listen to how each person in your family answers. Some 
answers may surprise you. You might learn things about your family that you never knew before. You can talk 
together and learn about Jesus, too. 

Let’s pray (ask the children to repeat after you):  Dear Lord Jesus, use these cards to help families talk together. Help 
all of our words and conversations lead us closer to you and to each other. In your name we pray. Amen.

Distribute the Stoplight Chat Cards to the children as they leave. As you do so, remind each child that Jesus 
forgives and loves them always!


