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 Notes



We here at CTA pray that the materials in this guide will help pastors and other church 
leaders prepare their members to celebrate Jesus’ resurrection victory on Easter Sunday. Such 
celebration can become even more deeply meaningful and rewarding when God’s people set 
aside time in the weeks leading up to Easter to study the Scriptures and meditate on all Jesus 
has done for us, personalizing it in their hearts and lives.

Each sermon outline in this booklet is accompanied by a set of questions suitable for spark-
ing discussion among the adults or youth in your congregation who hear it. If your worship 
is more informal, these may be used in the worship setting itself. Or you may use them 
immediately following the service if that’s more appropriate in your setting. 

Of course, you may want to use the questions in small-group Bible study or cell groups that 
meet during the week. �ey will work well in those settings, too.

�is package includes . . .

 • six free sermon outlines, one for each of the weeks in the season of Lent; and
 • six sets of free discussion questions, one to accompany each sermon.

In addition to the free materials, these value-priced CTA products will help every member 
and visitor take the Resurrection message home: 

 • �e Shepherd, the Lamb Cross-Shaped Bookmark 
  with Rustic Nail (available in English and Spanish) 

 • �e Shepherd, the Lamb Flipbook 

 • �e Shepherd, the Lamb Ball Chain with 
  Pewter-Finished Pendant and Pocket Card 

 • �e Shepherd, the Lamb Devotional Journal 

God bless your church’s Easter preparation and celebration—and your personal preparation 
and celebration, too!
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Sermon 1: Christ, Our Good Shepherd

Read John 10:1–14 as you begin.
 
Sheep are not particularly newsworthy creatures. However, a few years back, a story about 
sheep did make international news. �e headline read, “Turkish Sheep Die in 'Mass Jump.’” 
�e article was brief and to the point:

 “Turkish shepherds watched in horror as hundreds of their sheep followed each other over 
 a cli� yesterday. One sheep went over the edge, only to be followed by the whole �ock. 
 More than 400 sheep died in the 15-metre fall—their bodies cushioning the fall of the 
 1,100 sheep that followed. �e sheep belonged to villagers in the eastern Van province. 
 �e loss is estimated at about $74,000.” (Associated Press, July 2005)
 
Imagine! More than 1,500 sheep following each other o� a 50-foot cli�, all of them follow-
ing just one naïve or careless leader! When that one sheep, for whatever reason, decided to 
walk o� the cli�, hundreds and then thousands of others quickly followed. Before long, 
sheep were piled so deep that the ones on the bottom were crushed to death, while the ones 
on top survived, their fall cushioned by the writhing mass of wool beneath them.
 
Sheep are, to put it nicely, very simple creatures. Sheep raise a whole host of questions about 
Darwin’s “survival of the �ttest” theories. It’s a stretch to imagine sheep as somehow among 
“the fittest”; their survival over all these centuries seems to be an enigma. Sheep are not 
�erce predators. Sheep are not intellectual giants. In fact, sheep are such non-extraordinary 
animals that the mere thought of counting them puts us to sleep!
 
Now when Jesus �rst spoke the words recorded for us in John 10, he likely spoke them to a 
diverse group of people. He spoke to both his disciples and to his dissenters. But, everyone 
gathered around Jesus had one thing in common—they all knew sheep well. Many of them 
made their living by leading sheep. �ey knew the simplicity of the sheep they tended. �ey 
knew how easily sheep could be led o� a cli�. 

�e crowd that day knew what Jesus was saying to them: You are sheep in desperate need of a 
shepherd. I am your Shepherd.
 
When Jesus called the people sheep, one of two things happened:  �ey either rejoiced or 
they rejected his words. Some rejoiced over the fact that they had such a Good Shepherd. 
Some rejected Jesus’ words because they resented the implications. �ey rejected his words 
and they rejected him. �e Lord’s words angered them. Scripture tells us about those who 
became angry: “�ey did not understand what he was saying to them” (John 10:6). 
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Sermon 1: Christ, Our Good Shepherd . . . Continued

�ese people were willfully blind to their own sheep-like tendencies. �ey were blind to the 
fact that they were wandering sheep in need of a shepherd. �ey were sinful people in need 
of a Savior. 
 
�e same is true for us. �e prophet Isaiah writes, “All we like sheep have gone astray” 
(Isaiah 53:6). �is sheep-like tendency to wander resides in all of humanity. It has been 
passed down from generation to generation ever since Adam followed Eve o� the cli� into 
sin and death. Scripture is full of examples:

 • Adam and Eve’s oldest son Cain followed his own sinful instincts off that same cliff 
  and ended up murdering his brother, Abel. 
 • Later, the sons of Jacob followed their self-doubts off that very same cliff and sold 
  their brother Joseph into slavery.
 • Centuries after that, the Lord sent his prophet Jonah to the city of Nineveh. These 
  people, like a �ock of wandering sheep, were very lost. �ey did not “know their 
  right hand from their left” (Jonah 4:11). 

We are all like that. We are all blinded by our desires, lusts, greed, anger, or addictions. We 
are like the lost sheep from that news story, carelessly and sometimes willfully careening o� a 
cli�. From the time of Adam onward, we have been a people who do not know our right 
hand from our left. “All we like sheep have gone astray.”
 
To make matters worse, we are very slow learners. When sheep are placed inside a fenced 
pen, they have the tendency to do something strange. In an attempt to reach the grass on 
the other side, sheep will run full speed into the fence. �en, they will almost immediately 
forget that the fence is there. �ey begin to eye the green grass on the other side. Seeing that 
it is good for eating, they rear back again and run full speed into the same fence!
 
And we, like sheep, enter into the same sins with the same consequences again and again. 
We talk behind our friend’s back. We look with sinful pride and self-righteousness at the 
people around us. We treat members of our own family with anger and contempt. We lie. 
We see ways to help others, but ignore them instead.

We repeat these and other sins, knowing they are sinful, yet somehow thinking that maybe 
this time we will not get caught. Maybe this time, we will not have to face the consequences. 
Like sheep banging their heads against the fence we back up, dust ourselves o�, and then 
immediately go after the same sins again and again.
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Sermon 1: Christ, Our Good Shepherd . . . Continued

“All we like sheep have gone astray.” Nevertheless, we have reason to rejoice because we are 
not just sheep. We are Christ’s sheep! He is our Good Shepherd, the one described in Psalm 
23. Christ is the Good Shepherd who leads us besides still waters. Christ is the one who 
restores our soul. Christ walks with us through the valley of the shadow of death.
 
We are not just sheep—we are Jesus’ sheep! He laid down his life for us at the cross. How 
great his love is! We rejoice in that love. We rejoice in the fact that he knows us by name, 
and he calls us by name to be his own. We rejoice that we know our Good Shepherd’s voice, 
and that when he speaks to us we can trust his promises of forgiveness, care, and protection. 
We rejoice, knowing that when we stray, he seeks us out, �nds us, and brings us back home 
to himself. He died to make us his very own. �at is how much we mean to him! We rejoice 
knowing that we are little lambs of the Good Shepherd.
 
Christ has been leading his sheep for millennia. He is not just the Good Shepherd for you 
and for me. He is not just the Good Shepherd for a few hundred or a few thousand sheep. 
He is the Good Shepherd for all of God’s sheep, all of the time. He is the Good Shepherd 
now, and he has always been the Good Shepherd. He will be our Good Shepherd through-
out all eternity.

Scripture quotations are taken from �e Holy Bible, English Standard Version® (ESV®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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Week 1: Christ, Our Good Shepherd

Read John 10:1–14 as you begin.
 
1.  �ink about an experience you have had with sheep—at a petting zoo in childhood, on 
 your grandparents’ farm, or in some other setting. 

 a.  What overall impression did this experience leave with you?

 b.  What facts about sheep from the sermon supported your prior impressions? What 
  new understandings did you gain?

2. �e prophet Isaiah wrote, “All we like sheep have gone astray” (Isaiah 53:6).

 a.  In what ways do human beings often think and act a lot like sheep? 

 b.  When are we most prone to sheep-like behaviors?

3. Look back at John 10:1–14. 

 a.  Which words of Jesus in this passage do you �nd most challenging? Explain.

 b.  Which do you �nd most personally comforting? Explain.

4. Compare Psalm 23 and Isaiah 53:6 with Jesus’ words in John 10:1–14. 

 a.  On what speci�cs do these passages agree? 

 b.  Where do you see the cross in each passage? Why is that key to a full understanding of 
  Jesus’ work as our Good Shepherd?

5.  �e catacombs of ancient Rome were underground cemeteries used by the earliest 
 Christians. Just as we decorate our tombstones with symbols of our faith, the earliest 
 Christ followers decorated their tombs with depictions of their Good Shepherd, 
 Jesus Christ. 

 a.  Of all the images they might have chosen, why do you suppose they chose this one?

 b.  Still today, Psalm 23 is often read at Christian funerals. How does knowing Jesus as 
  your Good Shepherd give you con�dence as you consider your own death?

 Notes
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Week 1: Christ, Our Good Shepherd

6.  What one key point will you carry away when you leave today? Explain why. 

7.  What will you ask Jesus to do in and through you in response to what you’ve heard? 
 Use your answer to this question as you pray together in closing.

Scripture quotations are taken from �e Holy Bible, English Standard Version® (ESV®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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Sermon 2: Christ, Our Calming Shepherd

Read Luke 12:22–31 as you begin.
 
�e young couple was newly married. It did not take very long for the husband to realize 
that his new bride had a peculiar quirk: she was constantly worried about a burglar breaking 
into the house. Every night, she would look out all the windows before she went to bed. She 
did this routinely every night of their married life. And despite having checked, every night 
she would lie awake in bed thinking that a burglar might be in the house. 

One night, after many years of marriage, soon after the couple had gone to bed, they heard a 
noise coming from downstairs. �e husband went down to investigate. He walked down the 
stairs, turned on the light, and discovered a burglar standing in the kitchen. “It’s about time 
you showed up!” the husband exclaimed. “My wife has spent the last thirty years looking for 
you!” 

It’s true, isn’t it? Often what we worry about never ends up happening. Sometimes we worry 
about things that never come to fruition, and sometimes we waste decades fretting before 
what we’ve worried about �nally occurs. 
 
Yet, our worries are not always unfounded. Often, seemingly legitimate concerns preoccupy 
our thoughts. Our world is constantly inviting us to worry. Night or day, sun up or sun 
down, we hear in detail about worrisome situations from around the globe. �e 24/7 news 
cycle beckons us to worry about problems in every direction—violence to the east, �res to 
the west, earthquakes to the south, disasters to the north.
 
And even closer to home, we face things like job insecurity, car troubles, mushrooming debt, 
quarrels with coworkers, challenging exams, strife at the dinner table, an unraveling mar-
riage, a rebellious teenager, cancer, and the many questions that surround issues of retire-
ment. In light of all this, listen again to Jesus’ words. (Reread Luke 12:22–26.) 

Let’s be honest: �ese words sound very inviting. Yet, these commands also sound very 
impossible. We think: “I’d love to stop worrying about my health. I would love to stop 
worrying about work, or about my children, or about my marriage, but that is just not 
going to happen. Worry is simply a part of life.” 

On one level, all of us have good reasons to worry. Nothing in this life is certain. Nothing in 
our world is completely secure. Health problems do not just invade other families—they 
threaten ours, too. Divorce may happen in our community, but marriages dissolve in our 
very own church, too. Death stalks the sick and elderly in faraway places, but sometimes the 
young and healthy in our own families feel its sting, also. Nothing in our world is certain. 
Nothing is completely secure. 
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Sermon 2: Christ, Our Calming Shepherd . . . Continued

In the face of this, our Lord begins by saying, “Do not worry about your life, what you will 
eat; or about your body, what you will wear” (Luke 12:22). It is a bold imperative, our 
Lord’s command: Do not worry. It is hard to misconstrue what he means. It’s hard to miss 
the fact that disobedience to a direct command like this is sin. We swallow hard when we 
realize that. However, Jesus is not trying to trick us or frighten us. He is our Calming 
Shepherd. He wants to help us.

So he adds this comparison: “Consider the ravens: they neither sow nor reap, they have 
neither storehouse nor barn, and yet God feeds them . . . Consider the lilies, how they 
grow” (Luke 12:24, 27). �e word consider in the original Greek of the New Testament 
means “to study, investigate, explore, look for oneself.” Jesus is saying something like this: 
“Truly analyze how God treats the birds. Seriously investigate how God cares for the wild 
�owers. �ey cannot care for themselves, but your heavenly Father takes responsibility for 
them. He provides their food. He sees to it that even the �owers in the ditches and deserts 
are clothed—and beautifully so!” 

�en Jesus makes his point: “if God so clothes the grass, which is alive in the �eld today, 
and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, how much more will he clothe you?” (Luke 12:28, 
emphasis added.) In other words, since our Lord shows so much care for the birds and wild 
�owers, we can trust his care for us, too. As our Savior tells us in another Scripture, we are 
more valuable to our Father than “many sparrows”! (See Matthew 10:31.) I imagine him 
smiling as he said that.

In every situation, our Lord can help, and he wants to help. Both his power and his willing-
ness calm our hearts. �ey bring us peace. During his earthly ministry, everywhere Jesus 
went the world was made right. Sick people—blind, broken, and bleeding people—were 
healed. �e hungry and thirsty with their crying, craving bellies were made full. Chaotic 
moments—swelling seas and terrible tempests—were made peaceful with a word. �e 
dead—sons and daughters, brothers and sisters—were raised. 

�en, as now, Jesus does more than tell us not to worry. Jesus backs up his Word with his 
actions. Jesus can help, and he wants to help. Jesus demonstrates both his power and his love 
in our lives today. �e Calming Shepherd laid down his life for his sheep. Our Good Shep-
herd is also the Lamb of God who died for us and rose again. He has defeated sin and death 
itself. 

So now, what worries you? What keeps you awake at night? What raises your blood pressure 
and makes your palms clammy? Do you worry about your health? Jesus has already proven 
that he can heal broken bodies. He can help, and he wants to help. Sometimes, in his 
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Sermon 2: Christ, Our Calming Shepherd . . . Continued

wisdom, full healing will be ours now. Sometimes, it will be ours in eternity. But we can 
always trust our Calming Shepherd to do what is best for us.

Do you worry about having enough to eat or drink? Are you anxious about the many other 
storms of life? Jesus has already made it clear that he can help, and he wants to help. Some-
times he brings about an utter miracle. Sometimes he works through people and ordinary 
circumstances. He is always our strong, Calming Shepherd. 

Until Jesus comes again, we still put up with the e�ects of sin all around us. �e storms still 
rage. But in every circumstance, we can trust our Calming Shepherd to care for us. He will 
bring us safely through—even through the valley of death’s dark shadow. Christ has proven 
that he can take what is broken and make it new. Christ has proven his power over every 
one of the things that worry us. Always and forever, Jesus can help, he wants to help, and he 
will help!

We are God’s people, sheep in the �ock of the Calming Shepherd. We know he will one day 
keep his promise to return in glory to set all things right once and for all. In the meantime, 
no matter what happens, we need not fear, for our Lord Jesus promises to work in 
everything for our ultimate good. �ere is no need for worry in the �ock of our 
Calming Shepherd.

Scripture quotations are taken from �e Holy Bible, English Standard Version® (ESV®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved.

 Notes

~Page 10~



Week 2: Christ, Our Calming Shepherd

Read Luke 12:22–31 as you begin.
 
1. �e story about the newlyweds and their 30-year wait for the burglar to arrive makes the 
 same point as this observation, often attributed to Mark Twain: “I have known a great 
 many troubles in life, but most of them never happened.”

 a.  Tell about a trouble in your life that never happened, a worry that never materialized.

 b.  Even though many of the things we worry about never happen, we keep on worrying 
  anyway. Why do you suppose that is?

2.  Skim through Luke 12:22–31. Remember that the people to whom our Lord spoke lived 
 a far from luxurious lifestyle. Most worked from sun up to sun down just to ensure life’s 
 essentials—food, clothing, shelter. �e ever-present dangers of drought, famine, disease, 
 and war made life perilous. 

 a.  If you had been sitting among Jesus’ disciples, listening to him teach on this day,  
  would you have seen his words as good news or bad news? Explain.

 b.  Are Jesus’ words in Luke 12:22–31 good news or bad news for us today? Tell why you  
  think so.

3.  Previous generations of Christians seldom questioned those who taught that worry is 
 sinful. 

 a.  Do Christians today still share that belief? Do you? Why or why not?

 b.  �e Holy Spirit points out our sins, not to win at some great game of “Gotcha!” but 
  in order to help us avoid attitudes and behaviors that hurt us. What are some of the 
  hurtful results of worry in our lives? (Name as many as you can.)

4.  As Christians, we know what to do with our sin and guilt. We bring them to the cross of 
 our Savior. We confess and receive God’s full and free forgiveness. 

 a.  Jesus is the Good Shepherd who calms our fears. He is also “the Lamb of God, who 
  takes away the sin of the world” (John 1:29). How do both these titles help you deal 
  with your worries?

 b.  Until Jesus comes again, we still put up with the e�ects of sin all around us. 
  What are some of these e�ects?

 Notes
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Week 2: Christ, Our Calming Shepherd
 
 c.  For now, the storms still rage. One day, they will end forever. But for now, we still put 
  up with minor mishaps and major misfortunes. Sometimes Jesus calms the storm; 
  sometimes he calms his children. Tell about a time Jesus did one of these two things 
  for you.

6.  What one key point will you carry away when you leave today? Explain. 

7.  What will you ask Jesus to do in and through you in response to what you’ve heard? Use 
 your answer to this question as you pray together in closing.

Scripture quotations are taken from �e Holy Bible, English Standard Version® (ESV®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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Sermon 3: Christ, Our Sustaining Shepherd 

Read Mark 6:30–44 as you begin
 
In just a few short weeks, we will be celebrating Easter. Yes, of course, we’ll all come to 
church that morning, sing our songs and hymns of praise, and rejoice in the Resurrection. 
But, in the afternoon, we’ll have a celebration of a di�erent kind—a celebration of food. 

Bring on the ham! Bring on the casseroles! Bring on the pie! 

After we’ve �lled ourselves to the brim with these Easter delicacies, the leftovers will take 
their place in the refrigerator. Of course, Martha Stewart and the Food Network have several 
suggestions on ways you could repurpose your ham or reinvent your potatoes to create a 
di�erent dish. For some of us, it would be fun to try, and the results would be quite tasty. 
But for others of us, those who are not culinary enthusiasts . . . well, once Easter is over, 
those leftovers may never again see the light of day! 

Today’s Scripture reading includes details about good food and leftovers. As we open our 
Bibles to Mark 6, the �rst thing we see is a boldfaced title that probably reads something 
like this: “Jesus Feeds the Five �ousand.” �at is exactly what we read about in these verses.

You know how it all goes: Jesus and his disciples leave town to �nd a quiet place to rest. Yet, 
a quiet place is hard to �nd—impossible, really. Swarms of people follow Jesus, thousands of 
them, like a great �ock of sheep looking for a shepherd. Jesus teaches them all day long, 
attending to their needs.

Finally, as the day draws to its close, Jesus’ disciples suggest that he send the people into the 
nearby villages to buy an evening meal. But the Lord catches the disciples completely 
o�-guard, saying instead: “You give them something to eat.” �ey respond by stating the 
obvious: “Lord, it’s impossible!”

�en, taking �ve loaves of bread and two �sh, Jesus o�ers a blessing and begins handing 
bread and �sh to the disciples. �ey, in turn, give it to families and individuals in the crowd. 
Before the supply runs out, 5,000 men (plus the women and children) have eaten and are 
satis�ed.

Now, if you are not careful, you might miss one crucial detail in this story. It comes at the 
very end, in verse 43. (Read Mark 6:43.)

Did you catch that? Leftovers! Not only did Jesus �ll the stomach of each person there, he 
provided extras, too. He multiplied the loaves and �shes so generously that the hungry 
crowd couldn’t even eat it all! 
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Sermon 3: Christ, Our Sustaining Shepherd . . . Continued 

None of the Gospel accounts of this story go on to say what speci�cally happened to the 
twelve basketfuls of leftovers, but Jesus shows us again and again throughout the Bible how 
he treats leftovers—the seemingly discardable, undesirable leftovers. 

Consider these examples:

• Jesus took the body of the young man in the village of Nain—all that was left over after 
 death paid a visit to this young man’s home—and gave new life to it. He turned those 
 “leftovers” into a living, breathing son and gave that son back to his mother.

• When Jairus heard that his twelve-year-old daughter had died, he gave up hope. All he 
 could do—or so he thought—was to bury her little body, all that was left over from her 
 brief life in Jairus’s family. But Jesus took those “leftovers” and gave a living, breathing 
 daughter back to her father.

• Both Mary and Martha told Jesus, “If you had been here, our brother would not have 
 died.” If the words were tinged with bitterness, we can understand why. Four days earlier, 
 these sisters had buried their brother’s body—all that was left over after sickness and 
 death had overwhelmed Lazarus, leaving his body lifeless. Yet, our Jesus spoke one simple 
 command: “Lazarus, come out!” And Lazarus was raised to life!

Time after time, Jesus shows his power as our Sustaining Shepherd when he turns the things 
we consider leftovers into unbelievably wonderful blessings. We can look to our own lives 
and our own hearts to �nd many personal examples of how Jesus infuses life and renewed 
meaning into situations that look like useless scraps, lifeless leftovers.

�ink of those things that lie broken in your life. Has sin wormed its way into your mar-
riage, eating away at your love and devotion? Have you had a string of rough days or weeks 
or months and now realize the extent to which anger and bitterness have taken over your 
heart? Have you lost hope in God’s promises and instead invested in the self-reliant ways of 
the world? 

Before Adam and Eve took that perilous �rst step into sin in the Garden of Eden, all was 
perfect. Everything was new and glorious. �ere was no need to worry about the bitter 
leftovers. But, sin and Satan did indeed enter our world. Because of sin, each one of us is a 
shattered, broken shamble of the perfect, holy, righteous creatures God intended us to be. 
�e examples of brokenness I mentioned just a moment ago are only the beginning. How 
could we ever pick up all the pieces? 
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Sermon 3: Christ, Our Sustaining Shepherd . . . Continued 

On Good Friday, Jesus took our place. He hung on our cross, absorbing our guilt into his 
holy being. As Christ’s dead body hung on that cross, it must have seemed to his disciples 
that it was all that remained of his love, of their high hopes, of their Sustaining Shepherd’s 
promises. 

�ey were wrong. God was about to transform those dead, lifeless leftovers. �is was not the 
end. �is was, in fact, the new and glorious beginning! God’s people had been waiting and 
searching for something that would heal their wounded souls. �ey had been clinging to 
God’s ancient promise to send a deliverer, a Good Shepherd, a Savior. �is was it! Jesus’ 
cruci�xion and resurrection would overcome sin and Satan once and for all. It would restore 
our souls and reconnect us with our heavenly Father forever. 

Oh, how wonderful it is that we have a Sustaining Shepherd! We have a Sustaining 
Shepherd that can take anything in our lives that is broken and make it new again. (Read 2 
Corinthians 5:17.) Christ has shown that he can take the chaos and confusion of a broken 
life—the leftovers—and transform them. He takes what is shattered and makes it whole 
again.
 
Jesus is your Good Shepherd, your Sustaining Shepherd. He knows that you are broken. 
He knows that you deserve a life of leftovers. But still his wondrous grace and mercy cover 
you. He will never abandon or reject you. His love will sustain you always!

Scripture quotations are taken from �e Holy Bible, English Standard Version® (ESV®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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Week 3: Christ, Our Sustaining Shepherd

Read Mark 6:30–44 as you begin.
 
1.  Sustain is not a word most of us use every day. As you begin today’s discussion, talk 
 together about what it is that each of the following people or groups wants to sustain. 
 Suggest as many answers as you can in each case.

 a.  Marathon runners

 b.  �e parents of a newborn

 c.  Someone on a diet

 d.  An entrepreneur with a new company

 e.  A shepherd responsible for a �ock of goats or sheep in �rst-century Palestine

2.  Now, look back at Mark 6:30–44. 

 a.  In what two ways did Jesus sustain the more than 5,000 people who came to him in  
  the wilderness?

 b.  �is is one of the few miracles reported by all four evangelists—Matthew, Mark,  
  Luke, and John. Why do you think the Holy Spirit saw to it that all four of the  
  Gospels recorded it for us?

3.  �ink about Jesus, your Sustaining Shepherd.

 a.  Tell about a time when he sustained you physically in some way.

 b.  Tell about a time when he sustained you spiritually.

 c.  What can you learn from the examples you have just heard and shared?

4.  �e sermon called attention to the “leftovers” in several of Jesus’ miracles. What leftovers  
 does John 6:12–13 describe? If you were one of Jesus’ disciples that day, how would these  
 leftovers have encouraged or otherwise a�ected you?
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Week 3: Christ, Our Sustaining Shepherd

5.  Jesus raised Lazarus’s body from the dead and gave the leftovers—a living, breathing  
 brother—back to Martha and Mary. Jesus raised the widow’s son in Nain and gave the  
 leftovers—a living, breathing son—back to his mother. Jesus raised Jairus’s daughter from  
 the dead and gave the leftovers—a living, breathing daughter—back to her father. 

 a.  In what sense were these “leftovers”?

 b.  How are they di�erent from the leftovers we commonly experience?

 c.  How does the wisdom and power Jesus showed in transforming these “leftovers”  
  encourage you to believe he can help with the broken pieces in your own life today?

 d.  Can Christ really help, no matter how shattered the circumstances, no matter how  
  fragmented the relationship? Explain your answer.

6.  What one key point will you carry away when you leave today? Explain. 

7.  What will you ask Jesus to do in and through you in response to what you’ve heard? Use  
 your answer to this question as you pray together in closing.

Scripture quotations are taken from �e Holy Bible, English Standard Version® (ESV®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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Sermon 4: Christ, Our Kingly Shepherd

Read John 18:33–37 as you begin.
 
�ink about this riddle. Do you know the answer? Forward I am heavy; backward I am not. 

(Pause to allow for thought. �en continue.) �e answer is “ton.” Read forward, the word ton 
is a unit of measure equaling 2,000 pounds. Read backwards, the word ton is not: Forward I 
am heavy; backward I am not.

Like this riddle, today’s text from John’s Gospel hinges on the word not. �is reading is 
de�nitely not a riddle, but still its meaning rests on the one little word: not.

As we begin, let’s set the context. John 18 a�ords us a glimpse into Jesus’ last trial, the 
second one before Pontus Pilate. In just a few hours, our Savior will be put to death. Earlier, 
he stood before the religious leaders, Annas and Caiaphas; now Jesus is arraigned before the 
Roman governor.
 
No, Pontius Pilate is not a pilot named Pontius! He did not �y airplanes. Instead, the name 
Pontius is a family name, referring to a prominent clan that had lived in the region of Judea 
for many generations. Pilate’s personal name—Pilatus—literally meant “armed with a 
javelin.” 

Jesus’ enemies bring him before Pilate and begin to recite a litany of fabricated accusations 
against him. �ey charge Jesus with misleading the people, with forbidding his followers to 
pay taxes to Caesar, and with claiming to be a king. 

Now, Pilate doesn't care about the charge that Jesus is misleading the people. False teaching 
is a theological matter, and he will leave that to the theologians. Pilate does care about the 
taxes. His supervisors in Rome would soon notice if revenue from his region stopped �ow-
ing. But that is an accounting matter, and Pilate will let the tax collectors deal with it. 
Rome’s legions are garrisoned close by, in part to back them up.

Pilate is intensely interested, though, in Jesus’ supposed claim to kingship. Notice that he 
gets right to the point: “Are you the king of the Jews?” he asks our Lord (John 18:33). �e 
implications of this question—and of Jesus’ answers—are substantial. If Jesus claimed to be 
King of the Jews, that would present huge problems for Pilate. In fact, if Jesus claimed to be 
king of anyone or anything, it would present huge problems for Pilate. 

As far as the Roman Empire was concerned, there was only one king: Caesar. �e king of 
the Roman Empire was Caesar. �e king of the Jews was Caesar. �e king of the Egypt 
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Sermon 4: Christ, Our Kingly Shepherd . . . Continued

was—you guessed it—Caesar! If Jesus claimed to be king of anything, he would be commit-
ting treason. It would be considered sedition, rebellion, insurrection. Such a claim on Jesus’ 
part would force Pilate’s hand. He would have to act.
 
So, given those circumstances, how does Jesus answer? He says, “My kingdom is not of this 
world” (John 18:36). Seven little words. Seven words packed full of meaning.
 
First, notice that Jesus does a�rm his kingship. He clearly claims a kingdom—“My king-
dom is . . .” Kings have kingdoms. When Jesus refers to his kingdom, he is recognizing his 
own kingship. �ough mocked by his enemies, though denied the respect and honor rightly 
due to him, Jesus is nonetheless a very real King with a very real kingdom.  
 
But second, notice that “not” in Jesus’ answer: “My kingdom is not of this world.” By saying 
what type of king Jesus isn’t, we learn what type of King Jesus is. Knowing who Jesus is not 
tells us who Jesus is.
 
Jesus was not an earthly king like Caesar. He didn’t claim earthly authority like the authority 
of Pilate. Jesus does not need taxes or armies. He does not issue coins emblazoned with his 
likeness. He doesn't ruthlessly command thousands of soldiers to die in battle to expand his 
empire a few miles. Jesus didn't wrestle the crown away from someone else. �e apostle 
John writes: 

 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He 
 was in the beginning with God. All things were made through him, and without him was 
 not any thing made that was made. John 1:1–3

Far from being a king like the world’s kings, Jesus was born amidst a symphony of bleating 
barnyard animals. As an infant, this King was wrapped in a robe of rags and waited on by 
simple shepherds. His �rst earthly throne was a feeding trough for cattle. 

When he grew up, King Jesus lived the life of a servant. He fed the hungry, healed once-use-
less limbs, and raised the dead. He proclaimed the truth, lived a life of righteousness, and 
eventually, this Shepherd-King laid down his life for his sheep. 

Jesus is a King unlike any king this world knows or has ever known, an eternal King, a 
gracious King. Christ our King died for us, his rebellious, unthankful subjects. On the cross, 
our King o�ered himself up for his constituents. Our kingly Shepherd was slaughtered on 
the cross; he was the sacrificial Lamb of God who gave himself into death in payment for 
our sin. Perhaps this is why Jesus’ answer to Pilate’s question sounds so mysterious. No 
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Sermon 4: Christ, Our Kingly Shepherd . . . Continued

earthly king could ever comprehend the love, the servant heart, of this heavenly King. �e 
question is, do we comprehend it?

Christ our King did more than just die for us: he was gloriously raised to new life. As Easter 
approaches, we dwell on the awesomeness of Christ, our kingly Shepherd. Easter will bring 
many distractions: family dinners, Easter egg hunts, and springtime festivities. Yet, we don’t 
want to allow these distractions to draw our attention away from the eternal gifts we have 
received in Christ our Savior! 

�e author and radio show host Garrison Keillor tells a story about standing in awe of our 
kingly Shepherd. As Keillor’s family gathered for family meals, Uncle John usually gave the 
prayer. According to Keillor, this always caused everyone to squirm.

Keillor notes in his radio broadcast of the story: “Everybody in the family knew that Uncle 
John couldn't pray without talking about the cross and crying. Sure enough, Uncle John 
prayed, talked about the cross, and cried. Meanwhile, the rest of us shifted nervously from 
one foot to the other and longed for the prayer to end.”

�en Keillor adds this powerful observation: “All of us knew that Jesus died on the cross for 
us, but Uncle John had never gotten over it.” 

May the Holy Spirit work this same attitude in us all!

Scripture quotations are taken from �e Holy Bible, English Standard Version® (ESV®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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Week 4: Christ, Our Kingly Shepherd

Read John 18:33–37 as you begin.
 
1.  A palindrome is a word or phrase that reads the same backwards and forwards, as in the 
 answer to the riddle we heard earlier: Forward I am heavy; backward I am not (ton; 
 not). With a partner, �nish two of these three sentences, sharing only what you can share  
 comfortably: 

 a.  A time I felt I was moving forward toward my goals in life was . . .

 b.  A time I felt I had a ton resting on my shoulders that left me standing still was . . . 

 c.  A time I felt I was slipping backward was . . .

2.  Look back at John 18:33–37. Imagine you had been a �y on the wall in Pilate’s 
 courtroom that day. 

 a.  What would have captured your attention �rst? Why?

 b.  What charges did the Lord’s enemies level against him?

 c.  Which one did Pilate take seriously? How do you know?

 d.  What made that charge most signi�cant in Pilate’s mind?

3.  How did Jesus answer Pilate’s question (verse 36)? What did he mean? As you answer, 
 consider also Jesus’ words in verse 37.

4.  How does Jesus, the kingly Shepherd, di�er from earthly kings and other earthly rulers?  
 List as many di�erences as you can.

5.  �ink back to your answers for question 1. 

 a.  How did Jesus prove himself to be your kingly Shepherd in the situations 
  you described? 

 b.  Did you recognize this at the time? Explain. 
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 c.  What can you learn from this that would help you today and in the future?

7.  What will you ask Jesus to do in and through you in response to what you’ve heard? 
 Use your answer to this question as you pray together in closing.

Scripture quotations are taken from �e Holy Bible, English Standard Version® (ESV®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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Sermon 5: Christ, Our Loving Shepherd

Read Matthew 27:45–46 as you begin.
 
Where is heaven and where is hell? To be honest, heaven and hell are hard to locate 
geographically. We tend to think of heaven as being somewhere “up there” and hell as being 
somewhere “down there.” However, that seems to be about the extent of our ability to locate 
the two places. But if heaven is “up there,” is it beyond the stratosphere? Is it beyond the 
con�nes of our galaxy? Beyond what we consider “outer space”? And if hell is “down there,” 
is it somehow inside the earth’s core? Or do heaven and hell exist somehow beyond the 
sphere of time and space?

Locating heaven and hell on a map is impossible. And we can’t know for sure who is in 
heaven and hell. No human being can look into another person’s heart and know whether 
true faith in Christ as Savior lives there. Are Martin Luther and John Wesley in heaven? Are 
Adolf Hitler and Joseph Stalin in hell? We can guess and pose some strong arguments to 
show that we’re right. Even so, that is not for us to say, it’s for God to decide. 

We do know this: heaven and hell have a lot to do with where God is and where God is not. 
Simply put, heaven is where God is. Heaven is where the Triune God—Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit—are present. 

Hell, on the other hand, involves the complete, utter, total absence of God. �e Bible 
describes hell as the complete lack of God’s presence. If Jesus is the Light, then hell is an 
abyss of total darkness. You know that you are in heaven when God the Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit are present with you in complete harmony, endless mercy, and in�nite love. You 
know you are in hell when there is an absolute lack of God’s divine, gracious presence. No 
matter how bleak things have gotten for us here on earth, none of us has ever experienced 
that kind of emptiness.

Here on earth, we live between heaven and hell. All people experience something of God’s 
gracious care, even when they don’t recognize it, even when they fail to thank him for it. 
(Read Matthew 5:44–45.) 

In addition, God has promised to be present in a special way with his people, especially 
when we gather together to pray, to worship, and to hear his Word. (Read Matthew 18:20.) 

What’s more, the Bible promises that the Holy Spirit dwells in all of God’s children. �e 
Comforter has come to us and taken up residence in our hearts. (Read John 14:16–17.) He 
gives us faith in our Savior, Jesus. He reminds us of all Jesus has taught us. He gives us 
courage and strength to stand against temptation and persecution.
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Sermon 5: Christ, Our Loving Shepherd . . . Continued

Despite all the blessings we now enjoy, we do not yet experience the fullness of all that God 
has in store for us. We still live in a fallen world. We are not yet fully free from sin and its 
consequences. While we wander through the wilderness of this life, we long for more of 
God’s presence. We yearn for the day when we will live fully and totally in God’s presence 
for all eternity.

Where Christ is, heaven is as well. Perhaps that is why during Christ’s earthly ministry, so 
many heavenly things were happening: hungry people were being fed, dead people were 
made alive, blind eyes were opened, and paralyzed legs were made functional again. Heaven 
came down to earth when Christ came here to live among us, and the world received a 
foretaste of what heaven will be like. 

Even so, while on the cross, Christ’s experience was anything but heavenly. He cried out in 
anguish, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani.” You know what those words mean. “My God, My 
God, why have you forsaken me?” (Matthew 27:46.) Christ was quoting words from Psalm 
22. These ancient words from the Psalter are ones that Jesus knew well even as a child; yet 
now, on the cross, the words of Psalm 22, took on a vividness, a harsh reality he had to that 
point never experienced. On the cross, Jesus became the one forsaken. 

�at word forsaken hits like a ton of bricks. Christ has been utterly forsaken on the cross. 
�is is a mystery no human being will ever fully comprehend. Jesus, burdened by your sins 
and mine on the cross, has been forsaken—forsaken by God. He is in hell.

�is is not a metaphorical hell. �is is not a state of mind or anything of that sort. He is in 
hell. �is abandonment is far worse than any of the beatings he endured. It is far worse than 
having his body supported solely by nails. Jesus is utterly alone. Although people stand 
around him, gawking or spitting, he is alone. In anguish, he asks, “Why? Why have you 
forsaken me?”

Although Jesus asks the question, we can provide an answer. We are the answer! Our sins are 
the reason God sent his Son to earth in the �rst place—to die as our substitute. Our Loving 
Shepherd is the Lamb of God who came to take away the sin of the world. We are the 
reason God abandoned Christ there on the cross. Our sins nailed Christ to his cross. 

Our sin is part of the answer to Jesus’ question. We could say that it is the answer that lies 
on the surface. But if we dig a little deeper, we �nd a deeper answer. Jesus asks, “My God, 
my God, why have you forsaken me?” Again, we are the answer! God loves us so much! �at 
love led Christ to his cross. �at love led him to stay on that cross and to die there. Your 
Loving Shepherd willingly o�ered himself up for you!
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Sermon 5: Christ, Our Loving Shepherd . . . Continued

Jesus is pinned up there on the cross. He hangs between two criminals. His arms, spread out 
from side to side, support the entire weight of his body—all because God loves his creation. 
All because God loves you! Our Loving Shepherd went to wondrous lengths to bring us 
back into a right relationship with himself. Love held our Lord Jesus to his cross. 

Scripture quotations are taken from �e Holy Bible, English Standard Version® (ESV®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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Week 5: Christ, Our Loving Shepherd

Read Matthew 27:45–46 as you begin.
 
1.  People in our world today have many di�erent ideas about heaven and hell. Dozens of 
 bestselling books have been based on the premise, “I’ve been to hell (or heaven) and have 
 come back to tell you about it.” 

 a.  Why are people—even people who don’t think of themselves as very “religious”— 
  interested in the afterlife?

 b.  Few people �nd the idea of heaven o�ensive. However, many do object to the idea of  
  hell. What might account for this di�erence?

2.  Despite the skeptics, ideas about heaven and hell are alive and well in our culture.

 a.  What are some pictures of heaven and hell common in �lms, books, and other media  
  today? 

 b.  Based on what you know from the Bible, which of these pictures are anchored in  
  reality and which grow out of wishful thinking? Tell why you think so.

 c.  It’s easy to ridicule the notion of hell if we think of it as a place presided over by a  
  horned Satan in red tights stoking �ames with a pitchfork. In his book �e Reason for  
  God, Tim Keller proposes an alternative picture:

  Hell, then, is the trajectory of a soul, living a self-absorbed, self-centered life, going on  
  and on forever.

  What evidence from the Bible can you cite to support or challenge this de�nition? 

3.  Look back at the words of Jesus in Matthew 27:46. Read their parallel from Psalm 22:1.  
 �ink back on this week’s sermon, too.

 a.  Everything in Matthew 27 leads up to this point—Pilate’s formal verdict and the  
  imposition of the death sentence. �e scourging. �e act of cruci�xion itself. �e  
  eerie, inexplicable darkness. In what ways does Jesus’ su�ering climax in the words of  
  Matthew 27:46? In what ways does it �t or fail to �t Keller’s de�nition (above)?
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Week 5: Christ, Our Loving Shepherd

 b.  Everything in Jesus’ entire earthly life leads up to this point. His birth in Bethlehem.  
  His teaching ministry. His healing miracles. His patient mentoring of his disciples. In  
  what ways does Jesus’ love for you climax in the words of Matthew 27:46? How do  
  these words prove that Jesus is your Loving Shepherd?

4.  As you meditate on the cross of our Lord, do you most often focus on his pain and  
 su�ering or on his love for you? Why? How does this focus help you?

5.  Jesus is your Loving Shepherd. �e Son of God took your place in hell. He died the  
 death you and I deserved because of our sin. He stopped us in our trajectory toward  
 eternal self-absorption, self-centeredness. His love has set us on a new path.

 a.  How does knowing this comfort you?

 b.  How does it help you overcome sin?

 c.  How does it motivate you to share the love of your Good Shepherd with others?

6.  What one key point will you carry away when you leave today? Explain. 

7.  What will you ask Jesus to do in and through you in response to what you’ve heard? Use 
 your answer to this question as you pray together in closing.

Scripture quotations are taken from �e Holy Bible, English Standard Version® (ESV®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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Sermon 6: Christ, Our Sacri�cial Shepherd

Read Exodus 12:1–13 and John 1:29 as you begin.
 
Here’s a quick pop quiz to test your knowledge of common symbols.

First, what does this symbol represent? (Hold up a poster with a simple red heart drawn on it.) 
Yes, almost everyone knows that this simple shape represents the very complex idea we know 
as “love.”

How about this one? (Hold up a poster with an arrow, resembling as closely as possible the 
one-way tra�c sign.) Yes, this sign means, “�is way!” At fast-paced, potentially confusing 
intersections, this symbol helps drivers know which way to turn—and which ways not to 
turn. 

Finally, what does this symbol represent? (Hold up a poster with a simple recycle symbol drawn 
on it.) Yes, this symbol is used to indicate the idea of recycling. Instead of having to use 
many words to explain it, this symbol, without words, shows us what recycling means. 

As these three examples show, symbols can take very broad, deep, and complex notions and 
reduce them down to simple, wordless symbols that communicate in an instant what we 
need to know.

Today I would like to focus our attention on a simple but very signi�cant symbol God has 
given his people. Like the symbols we just saw, this symbol takes a very broad, deep, and 
complex notion and condenses it into an easily recognizable picture. �is symbol is older 
than the cross. It is older than the �sh (the ICHTHUS) of the early church. �is symbol is 
rooted in some of the oldest worship practices of God’s Old Testament people. �is symbol 
is a lamb! (If possible, display a version of the Lamb of God symbol: a lamb with a cross.)

�roughout most of recorded history, the lamb has been God’s supreme object lesson. It 
teaches us how much he cares for his creation. You know that when we want to help young 
children understand a complicated or confusing idea, we sometimes connect that idea to 
something concrete, something they can see, touch, and experience. Our heavenly Father 
does the same thing for us. He meets us where we are, and he illustrates his great love for us 
by using something familiar, something we can see, touch, and identify with—the Lamb.

In Exodus 12, God introduced this great object lesson as he instituted the Passover. Before 
the Passover event, the people of Israel had lived in slavery in Egypt for 400 years. �rough 
a series of disasters called “plagues,” the Lord worked to convince Pharaoh to free them, but 
again and again, Pharaoh stubbornly refused. 
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Sermon 6: Christ, Our Sacri�cial Shepherd . . . Continued

Finally, the Lord warned of one last plague. �e �rstborn male in every family among the 
people and the livestock was going to die. However, God promised to spare everyone from 
this coming destruction. He would spare them through the blood of a lamb. And so, the 
�rst chapter in God’s great object lesson opened.

Every family among the people of Israel was to single out the most handsome, healthiest 
looking �rstborn yearling from the �ock. Over the course of four days, the family was to 
watch over this lamb. �ey were to keep it safe and to make sure they had not overlooked 
any hidden blemish or defect. �e Passover lamb had to be perfect in every way. After four 
days, the family members would have become rather fond of the lamb. Still, when the time 
came, the lamb would die. �e head of the household was charged with the wrenching and 
gruesome task of slitting its throat.

After sacri�cing the lamb, the family was to take a hyssop branch and use it to paint their 
doorposts with the blood of the lamb. �en they were to roast the lamb and eat it, taking 
special care to break none of its bones. �ey ate in haste, prepared to leave their former lives 
of slavery in Egypt forever. �eir new lives would begin that night.

As the angel of death came through Egypt, he would pass over every house marked with the 
blood of the lamb. �e blood on the doorposts marked the people inside the house as 
belonging to the family of God. “�is family believes and loves the Lord”—that is what the 
blood said. Egyptian families could protect themselves in this way, too. Some did, and they 
were kept safe.

�e morning after the Passover, the sun dawned on a people who had a new and much 
deeper understanding of God’s love, of God’s plan to save his people. �e Pharaoh himself 
urged Israel to leave Egypt. �eir bondage and pain had ended. God had delivered them. 
�e lamb was now a symbol, a reminder of God’s mercy. Year after year, as the nation of 
Israel celebrated the Passover, the celebration once again reminded them of how the Passover 
lamb had died so that God’s people could live.

Down through the centuries, this picture of the coming Messiah as the Lamb of God slowly 
came into sharper and sharper focus. �rough prophet after prophet, Israel learned that God 
would someday use one unique Lamb to bring eternal salvation to all believers. 

Finally, that time came. John the Baptizer pointed to Jesus of Nazareth and boldly 
proclaimed, “Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world!” (John 1:29) 
At that moment, the last puzzle piece of God’s salvation plan fell into place.
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In every way, Jesus was the �nal Passover Lamb: 

• Jesus was the unblemished, firstborn Son of God. 
• Not one of Christ’s bones was broken; the soldiers pierced his side rather than breaking 
 his legs as was customary. 
• As the prophet Isaiah had said, Jesus did not defend himself. He remained silent before 
 his accusers, like a lamb being led to slaughter. 
• Like the Passover lamb, selected and ritually set aside four days before the Passover, Christ 
 came into Jerusalem four days before the Passover. 

�e Gospel of John even tells us that, at the exact time Christ Jesus hung on the cross, dying 
for our sins, the Passover lambs in the temple were being sacri�ced. At the very moment the 
true Lamb of God was hanging there on the cross between two thieves, the ritual lambs were 
being slaughtered.

All of this was God’s way of saying, “Jesus is the �nal Passover Lamb! �e Sacri�cial Shep-
herd has given up his life for his sheep!” Still today, Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes 
away your sins and mine.

God knows your sins and failures, and he knows mine. God knows all of those things in 
your past that you keep buried; he knows all those thoughts, all those words, all those 
behaviors you work so frantically to hide from the world. God sees it all. He knows it all. 
Nothing gets past him. Yet, God has told us what to do with those things:

 �e blood of Jesus [God’s] Son cleanses us from all sin. If we say we have no sin, we deceive 
 ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us 
 our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 1 John 1:7–9

�e blood of your Sacri�cial Shepherd has been painted on the doorposts of your heart. 
Because the Lamb of God died for you, because your Shepherd laid down his life for 
you—his sheep—God’s wrath will pass over you in the �nal judgment. You will be declared 
righteous in Christ. Treasure that peace today. 

�en �nd a way to share it with someone who needs it!

Scripture quotations are taken from �e Holy Bible, English Standard Version® (ESV®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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Week 6: Christ, Our Sacri�cial Shepherd

Read Exodus 12:1–13 and John 1:29 as you begin.
 
1.  We commonly see hearts on Valentine’s cards and in love letters. We are exposed to all  
 kinds of symbols—road signs—as we cruise down the highway. �e packaging around all  
 kinds of products includes the recycling symbol, and this symbol appears on all the  
 various containers where recyclable materials are collected, too.

 a.  What other common symbols can you name? Where do you most often see them?

 b.  What makes symbols so helpful? When are we most likely to use them?

2.  Over the last few weeks, we have focused on various ways the Bible depicts shepherds  
 and lambs.

 a.  How is the shepherd a symbol? What does this picture communicate about our  
  relationship with God in Christ?

 b.  How is the lamb a symbol? What does this picture communicate about our 
  relationship with God in Christ?

 c.  What makes these symbols helpful to you in your walk with the Lord? When are you  
  most likely to use them?

3.  Like several sermons in this series, this week’s sermon zeroed in on Christ as “the Lamb 
 of God who takes away the sins of the world” (John 1:29).

 a.  What parallels do you see between the Passover Lamb (Exodus 12:1–13) and Christ,  
  our Sacri�cial Shepherd? In other words, how are they alike? 

 b.  What di�erences can you identify?

 c.  How does knowing this add to your appreciation of your Savior-God’s eternal plan to  
  rescue you?
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4.  Over the past several weeks, we have explored di�erent titles for Jesus. We have seen him  
 as our Good Shepherd, our Calming Shepherd, our Sustaining Shepherd, our Kingly  
 Shepherd, our Loving Shepherd, and our Sacri�cial Shepherd. Which of these titles and  
 the pictures associated with them do you �nd most memorable and meaningful? Explain.

5.  How will all you have thought about and explored over the past several weeks deepen  
 your Easter worship? 

6.  What will you ask Jesus to do in and through you in response to what you’ve heard? Use  
 your answer to this question as you pray together in closing.

Scripture quotations are taken from �e Holy Bible, English Standard Version® (ESV®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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