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It was not with perishable things such as silver or gold 
that you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed 
down to you from your ancestors, but with the precious 
blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect.
             1 Peter 1:18–19
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Important Dates:

Pause
Think about a time you walked into an empty house. Some people would fi nd that experience won-
derful—fi nally, some time for peace and quiet. Others would fi nd it distressing—alone again! What 
would your reaction be?

Ponder
An empty house is one thing. An empty life is quite another. 

You don’t have to go far to see the results of an empty life. Pick up this morning’s newspaper. Watch 
any of the crime-drama shows on TV. Listen to conversations on talk radio. Navigate to your favorite 
news channel on your laptop or cell phone.

Even as the line between entertainment and news grows more blurry, the pain in people’s lives grows 
ever sharper. Relationships unravel. Jobs go away. Debt mounts. Quality of life declines. Lives empty.

It’s a funny thing, though. Even people whose relationships are fairly solid, people who have a 
secure job and little debt, can fi nd life shallow. Interacting with them can feel like walking into an 
empty house. Their way of life brings them little satisfaction, little sense of purpose or joy. Astro-
nauts or physicians, day care workers or auto mechanics—they live trivial lives, lives that seem to 
make little difference. 

Born into the human family, we inherited that kind of life. But Peter tells us that Jesus has redeemed 
us from it. Because we were sinful, we were sold into meaninglessness, but Jesus bought us back 
from it. The very Son of God himself died—for you! He willingly bled to bring you back into rela-
tionship with himself. A relationship that starts now and never ends.

A three-piece suit. A coffee maker. An antique. Each is worth what someone is willing to pay for it, 
right? Now consider this: Jesus gave his life in exchange for yours. 

Pray
Lord Jesus, how can I wrap my head 
around this truth? Whether I feel valuable 
or not, whether I sense any purpose in my 
life or not, you exchanged your life for 
mine! How can I thank you? Teach me to 
live every minute of every day, basking 
in your love and radiating the joy of your 
Easter victory to those around me. Amen.

His mother was exasperated. Tony was constantly getting 
into trouble. He wouldn’t listen to her. He seemed to run 
the house. Finally, she sat him down and asked, “Tony, 
how do you expect to get into heaven?” He thought for a 
moment and replied, “Well, I’ll run in and out and in and 
out and keep slamming the door until Jesus says, ‘For 
heaven’s sake, Tony, come in or stay out!’ ”
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