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FebruaryFebruary
I do not hide your righteousness in my heart; I 
speak of your faithfulness and your saving help. 
I do not conceal your love and your faithfulness 
from the great assembly.  Psalm 40:10

Smile!Smile!

PausePause
The psalmist does not focus on his own righteousness, but rather on the righteousness God gives us 
in the cross of his Son. Pause for a moment. Close your eyes. Imagine Christ on Calvary, his arms 
stretched wide as he dies. It’s a portrait of suffering. But it’s more than that. It’s love personifi ed, love 
in action. What feelings does that picture evoke?

PonderPonder
The society around us thinks of love as a sweet feeling, as permissive indulgence. Love is a box of 
chocolates on February 14. It’s soft music and a warm fi re on a cold night. It’s someone who cheers 
me up when I’m down in the dumps, who fetches my slippers and massages my tired feet. It’s some-
one who encourages my weekly night out with the boys or shopping trip with the girls.

Christians know that love isn’t nearly that cheap. Authentic love maintains a hard core of commit-
ment. Real love slogs on when the sweet feelings have evaporated. True love persists when the candy 
in that heart-shaped box is long gone. Real love does what’s best for the other person, even when it 
feels downright impossible.

We see true love, as we stand, awestruck, at the foot of our Savior’s cross, as we watch Jesus punished 
for our disobedience and rebellion. We know real love as we see him bleed and die in our place.

We can’t shrug off love like that. We can’t take it for granted. We can’t tuck it away in a quiet corner 
of our hearts and go on about our business. No, we have to talk about it. We have to demonstrate it in 
our relationships with those around us. Our joy in Jesus is simply too big to keep it to ourselves. Like 
the psalmist, we must speak of our Lord’s faithfulness and of his saving help.

PrayPray
Lord Jesus, it’s easy to say, “I love you.” 
It’s much harder to demonstrate love in 
patience, compassion, and kindness. Reno-
vate my heart so that my words match my 
actions. Then let the people around me see 
that you are alive and that knowing you can 
transform their lives, too! Thanks for your 
cross and all it means, my Savior! Amen.
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What do farmers give their wives on Valentine’s Day?
A hog and kisses!

Why did the pig give his girlfriend a box of candy?
It was Valenswine’s Day!

Do skunks celebrate Valentine’s Day?
Sure, they’re very scent-imental!

What did the French chef give his wife for Valentine’s Day?
A hug and a quiche!

What does a person who loves his car do on February 14?
He gives it a valenshine!

Smile!Smile!
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