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AcAdemics
Faith

ExcEllEncE

SucceSSexists to provide students an academically rigorous 

college-preparatory education in a distinctly Christian 

environment of high values, character development, 

and exceptional student culture.

Is it possible to deliver a college-
preparatory education while providing 

strong spiritual development without catering 

to a select group of students?  Yes it is.  Maranatha provides 

academic rigor that includes innovative 21st century offerings 

in every discipline at all grade levels preparing students 

for future success.  While the importance of academic 

achievement cannot be understated, the foundation of all 

success in life is our faith.  Maranatha Christian Academy 

is spiritually vibrant and committed to foster nutritious 

personal spiritual growth, producing a culture where students 

expect the best from each other, challenge each other, and 

encourage each other.  Our passion for success produces a 

level of excellence in every area of the Academy.  I invite you 

to come and experience the difference!

AcA d e m i c s . 

FA i t h . 

e x c e l l e n c e .  

Success!Maranatha Christian aCadeMy

Pastor Brian Sullivan
MCA Chief Administrator 
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Maranatha Christian Academy’s 
Pre-kindergarten program is a safe 
place to learn.  Our supportive community engages 

the imagination, encourages natural curiosity, and fosters  

student creativity. 

Students explore the fundamental math, science, language, 

and social skills necessary for future academic success.  Through 

music, song, storytelling, dramatic play, art, and other hands-on 

activities, Maranatha students develop an eagerness to learn.  This 

is a place where creativity takes center stage.  

At Maranatha, pre-k students are not just preparing for 

kindergarten – they are preparing for life. In addition to daily Bible 

classes that teach students how to relate to God through stories, 

songs, and scripture, our students learn to cultivate a generous 

and thankful heart through outreach activities that include 

collecting toys at Christmas, donating money to provide farm 

animals to third-world families, and gathering personal care items 

for orphans in Zacatecas, Mexico.

MCA Pre-kindergarten is licensed through the MN Department 

of Human Services as a childcare center and employs four year 

college-degreed teachers.  We offer 2-day, 3-day, and 5-day 

programs for children 36 months through five years.  The teacher 

to student ratio is 1:10.
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        What my kids have learned both spiritually and academically  
has gone beyond my expectations.  The staff is so loving and caring, it makes  
    my kids feel right at home.  I could not imagine them being somewhere else.  
            I am so blessed for my kids to be able to attend MCA.

Thank you for your spirit of excellence;  
  it reflects in everything you do.

‘‘ ‘‘

—Lonaiah Ferrell
Pre-kindergarten parent
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         It is an excellence across the board, whether it is in curriculum 
development, character development, or spiritual development.  We also  
   like what we see in the leadership team of MCA.

  — John and Kay Spakousky 
Lower School parents

 We have had experience with public, private, and homeschool groups with 
our older children.                      There is an element of excellence at MCA 

that I have not seen in the other groups.  ‘‘ ‘‘
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Maranatha Christian Academy’s 
Lower School students participate in 

an excellent program which challenges natural 

abilities and meets academic needs.  A variety of curricula gives 

our students a solid foundation in language, science, social 

studies, and math.  

Our youngest learners build strong literacy skills through a 

phonics-based reading program, literature circles, book buddies, 

and writers’ workshops.  These language skills prepare students 

to read and write across content areas, whether reading a map 

in Geography or keeping an observation journal in Science.  

Our lower school also recognizes technology and media literacy 

as a fundamental skill.  Using the Internet and a variety of software 

programs, students create movies, reports, presentations, web 

pages, magazines, digital stories, advertisements, and more.  

During the final years of our lower school program, students are 

able to synthesize their knowledge of science and technology 

through Pre-engineering and Robotics classes. 

At Maranatha, students develop the self-confidence to take on 

new challenges and the self-efficacy to master them.  Not all 

of these challenges are academic, however.  Students today 

seem to face an ever-increasing number of moral challenges 

at an ever-younger age.  A culture of positive peer pressure 

gives students the courage to make right decisions.  This 

culture is reinforced daily with Bible classes and weekly through  

chapel services. 
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The Upper School at Maranatha 
Christian Academy encourages self-
discovery.  From innovative science courses like 

Robotics and Engineering to creative writing courses like 

Yearbook, Maranatha gives every student the opportunity to 

discover their talents and perfect their craft.

Maranatha coursework appeals to students with a variety of 

interests and academic goals. For those desiring to earn college 

credit in high school, we offer six Advanced Placement courses, 

a College in the Schools course, and an Indiana Wesleyan 

University course.  If the fine arts capture your student’s interest, 

our program includes courses in vocal and instrumental music, 

visual arts, and dramatic arts.  For students who wish to explore 

the field of engineering, our coursework in Robotics, CAD, and 

Engineering Studies invites exploration, inventive thinking, 

experimentation, and innovation in an interdisciplinary setting of 

science, technology, and math. 

An education at Maranatha is demanding, but there are 

many opportunities for individualized academic assistance.   

Help sessions with teachers are available daily to all students during 

and after school. In addition, students needing individualized help 

on a regular basis can be assigned a peer tutor.  For those with 

unique learning needs, our licensed special education teacher 

will implement accommodations and modifications to ensure a 

successful experience.

Because life is composed of more than academic rigor, we believe 

that school should be also. Bible classes challenge students to 

expand their knowledge of God’s Word, live out their beliefs in 

everyday life, and share the Gospel.  Students are also inspired and 

encouraged during weekly chapel with student-led praise and 

worship by the Chapel Band and relevant, cutting-edge speakers.

The statistics speak to our success.  Nearly 50% of our students are 

members of the National Honor Society and 85% of our graduates 

attend nationally recognized colleges and universities, including 

the Carlson School of Business at the University of Minnesota, 

Baylor University, Northwestern University, and the United States 

Service Academies. 
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     Maranatha provides an education that  
    is on par with other schools viewed as the  
          academic elite – public or private.  

 MCA kids get a rich spiritual foundation,

—Rob and Lisa Monson
Lower and Upper School parents

and spend the majority of their daytime  
 hours in a Christian environment.

develop relationships  
                  that last a lifetime,
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—Mikayla Stein, Grade 6

—Dan Plack, Class of 2010

—Kelsie Eckdahl, Grade 12

“At Maranatha I 

have experienced 

high school to 

the fullest.  I have 

been able to play 

three varsity 

sports, participate 

in National Honor 

Society, and 

take multiple AP 

classes.”

John neumann
Class of 2011

makenzie Lee
Class of 2011

Faith
“While successfully 

participating in 

three varsity sports 

at MCA, I have 

been challenged 

academically with 

AP and College in 

the Schools classes, 

as well as National 

Honor Society.  The 

school’s best quality 

is the awesome 

environment that 

allows me to grow 

spiritually.”

FA i t h 

109

‘‘ ‘‘“I feel so fortunate that my school years have been spent in 

a school that not only expects a higher level of academics, 

but also allows us to worship and pray to God without 

fear of persecution.  It’s been an incredible blessing to be 

surrounded by teachers, staff, and students who care about 

me and want me to succeed.  I have developed several great 

relationships with strong Christian friends who challenge 

me to be the best student, person, and Christian I can be.  

Maranatha has been an amazing stepping stone in helping 

me to develop a strong Christian faith.”

‘‘
‘‘

“Maranatha is not an ordinary 

school; we are able to talk freely 

about our faith.”

‘‘ ‘‘

“Maranatha Christian Academy has 

equipped me to own my faith and trained 

me how to apply those faith principles to 

my life on a daily basis.”



Co-CurriCular aCtivities
1211

Two stage productions performed by our drama club 
and drama class highlight the Theater Arts at Maranatha 
Christian Academy. Our students produce a quality 
play each fall followed by an Evening of One Acts in 
mid-winter. These two shows provide students the 
opportunity to get involved in every aspect of theater 
from acting to set design. Our theater department is also 
active throughout the school year, offering classes in 
acting, dramatic literature, and theater production.

co-curriculAr Activities

Maranatha Christian Academy’s athletic program is viewed 
as an extension of the mission and core values of the 
school. Through team devotions, prayer, and the Christ-
like model of our coaches, our young athletes develop 
sportsmanship, character, perseverance, and faith.  Our 
goal is not just to teach our student-athletes how to win 
in sport, but to win in life by competing as unto the Lord 
while representing Jesus Christ to our school and our 
community. Maranatha offers 13 varsity sports including 
soccer, cross country, volleyball, basketball, cheerleading, 
baseball, softball, and track & field. In addition, we 
maintain a cooperative program with Osseo High School 
where students participate in additional sports including 
football, swimming and diving, gymnastics, and tennis.

Music has always been an integral part of praise 
and worship. At Maranatha students learn this 
through a variety of musical offerings. Jazz Band, 
Concert Band, Choir, and Chapel Band allow 
students to develop and share their God-given 
talents while performing in a variety of settings. 
Private lessons are also offered in piano, guitar, and 
violin for beginning and accomplished students.

At Maranatha our student clubs are as diverse as our 
student interests. Whether you prefer spending time 
in northern Minnesota or central Mexico, we have a 
club that will peak your curiosity, develop your talent, 
and cultivate your passion. Outdoor Adventures Club, 
Strategy Games, Down Hill Sports, National Honor 
Society, Student Council, Mexico Missions, Book 
Club, Table Tennis Club, and more, offer students an 
opportunity to connect with their peers and belong 
to a community.
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A D M I S S I O N S  &  F I N A N C I A L  A I D

Maranatha Christian Academy exists to provide students an 
academically rigorous college-preparatory education in a distinctly 
Christian environment of high values, character development, 
and exceptional student culture while at the same time admitting 
students with diverse abilities. Each student will be considered on an 
individual basis.

As a Christian school, spiritual development is regarded as a primary 
educational goal.  All students, regardless of denominational 
background or church membership, participate freely in chapel and 
Bible instruction.

Maranatha Christian Academy admits students of any race, color, 
gender, or national and ethnic origin to all the rights, privileges, 
programs and activities generally accorded or made available to 
students at the school.  It does not discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, gender, or national and ethnic origin in administration 
of its educational policies, admission policies, scholarship programs, 
athletics, and other school-administered programs.

Financial aid >>

MCA is committed to making its education affordable to families 
from a wide economic range. MCA provides a need-based financial 
assistance program to families who would be unable to avail 
themselves of a Christian Education without assistance.  Applications 
for financial aid must be completed annually and submitted by the 
deadline each year. You may request a financial aid application from 
the Academy, or apply online. Eligibility for financial aid shall be based 
upon genuine, demonstrated need which is the difference between 
the amount your family can be expected to contribute to your child’s 
education and the actual cost of tuition.  Please do not underestimate 
the value of investing in an outstanding education for your child.

admiSSionS ProceSS >>

1. Informational Meetings/Tours – At any time before or during 
the application process, parents are invited to an Open House or 
individually scheduled tour to gain information, to discuss the 
Academy, its goals and educational philosophies, and to meet our 
staff. We encourage you to call 763-488-7900 to schedule a tour with 
the Admissions Office.

2. Shadow Day – Candidates for admission to Grades 1-3 are 
welcome to visit Maranatha for a half day.  Candidates for Grades 4-12 
are welcome to visit Maranatha for a full day.  Parents should contact 
the Admissions Director to schedule the visit.

3. Application Forms – To initiate the process, an Application 
for Admission form must be completed and returned with a non-
refundable application fee of $100. We suggest that you submit your 
application as soon as you have decided that you would like your 
child or children to attend Maranatha. You will find an Application 
Checklist inside the cover of the Application Packet.

4. Admission Testing/Interview – Candidates for admission to 
Kindergarten will participate in a group readiness assessment.  
Candidates applying for Grades 1–3 will take an informal academic 
assessment and Grades 4-6 will take a standardized test. All candidates 
applying for admission to Grades 7-12 will participate in a parent/
student interview with the Upper School Principal. Academic testing 
will be administered if recommended by the Principal.

5. Review by the Admissions Committee – Information gathered in 
the admissions process is reviewed by the Admissions Committee.  
For those students who are qualified, acceptance and enrollment is 
dependent upon available space.  Acceptance will be communicated 
by a letter from the Admissions Office.

M i n n e s ota
augsburg college  
Bemidji State University  
Bethel University  
Brown institute  
carlson School of management – U of mn 
carlton college  
century college  
college of St. catherine  
college of St. Scholastica  
concordia college – moorhead  
concordia college – St.Paul  
crown college  
Gustavus adolphus college  
Hamline University  
metropolitan State University  
minneapolis community college  
minneapolis School of Business  
minnesota State University – mankato  
music Tech  
nei college of Technology  
north central University  
north Hennepin community college  
northwestern college  
St. catherine University  
St. cloud State University  
University of minnesota – crookston  
University of minnesota – duluth  
University of minnesota – morris  
University of minnesota – Twin cities  
University of St. Thomas  
Winona State University  

C a l i f o r n i a
california Polytechnic State University  

Co lo r a d o
University of colorado

f lo r i d a
eckerd college 
embry-riddle aeronautical University 
Florida atlantic University 
Florida State University 
Palm Beach atlantic 

i l l i n o i s
northwestern University 
Trinity international University 
Wheaton college 

i o wa
cornell college 
iowa State University  
north iowa area community college  
northwestern college   

M a ry l a n d
United States naval academy  

M i C h i g a n
cornerstone University  
northern michigan University  

M i s s o u r i
Southeast missouri State University  
Stephens college  
Washington University of St. louis  

n e w  yo r k
United States military academy – West Point

n o r t h  d a kota
north dakota State University  
University of north dakota – Grand Forks  

o k l a h o M a
oral roberts University  

o r e g o n
University of Portland  

s o u t h  d a kota
augustana college  
Black Hills State University  

t e n n e s s e e
Belmont University  
carson-neuman college  

t e x a s
Baylor University  
Texas christian University  

V e r M o n t
University of Vermont  

V i r g i n i a
college of William and mary  
liberty University  
Virginia Polytechnic institute and State University  

w i s Co n s i n
University of Wisconsin – river Falls  
University of Wisconsin – eau claire  
University of Wisconsin – madison  
University of Wisconsin – Superior  
University of Wisconsin – Stout  
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Viewbook designed by Kelsey Houle
Class of 2007

 MCA is real.   
And it’s diverse. 

—Dennis and Claudia Lee
Lower and Upper School parents

It’s private, but it’s 
not pretentious.

‘‘‘‘



Viewbook designed by Kelsey Houle
Class of 2007

For more information or to schedule a  

tour, please call the Admissions Office  

at (763) 488-7900, email us at  

info@mca.lwcc.org or visit us online at  

www.maranathachristianacademy.org.
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