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Introduction 
The important part of running a race is finishing in first place.  The 
one who finishes first receives the prize, the applause, the adulation 
and the recognition.   

The one who comes in second always feels defeated.  Few people 
remember who came in second or who got the silver medal. 
However the person in third place, even though he was bested by 
the first two, is happy just to get up on the podium. This is a 
privilege which none of the other competitors get to experience.  

Every baby, born into this world, comes with an instinct to survive.  
When he is hungry he opens his mouth and demands milk from his 
mother to satisfy his hunger.  If his mother delays, the crying 
increases in volume and intensity.  This child wants to be attended 
to immediately because he has become the center of attention of 
his parents, grandparents, friends and family.  

After a few months that same baby wants to be cared for first. That 
baby has elevated his “survival instinct” to “control of the house.”  
He has transformed his crib into a royal throne, from which he 
demands rapid solutions and immediate attention to his needs. 
Among them are: hunger, thirst, tiredness, a wet or dirty diaper or 
simply wanting his mother’s attention.  That tiny child, even 
though he does not yet know how to talk, already knows how to 
communicate and take control of everyone around.   

During our life’s journey, the importance of being “number one” 
always seems to be emphasized.  This idea is found in sports, 
relationships, education, business, finances and in society as a 
whole.  It is promoted by the media, be it television, radio, videos, 
movies, newspapers, magazines, billboards or the Internet.  Beyond 
this, the drive to be first in everything is reinforced in families from 
generation to generation.   Just watch how parents cheer and shout, 
and even fight for their children, when they participate in some 
sport or artistic competition.   
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Several years ago, when “Ronaldo Phenomenon” played on the 
Brazilian team, during the World Cup, after he made a goal, he 
raised his index finger, celebrating the fact that he was number one.  
In other words, this is part of our culture—the ambition and drive 
to be on top of the heap, to be first, to be the biggest, to be the 
best, to be king of the hill and master of everything we’re a part of.    
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Chapter 1 
The Ambit ion to  be Firs t  

 

Unfortunately, the drive and ambition to be first began in the 
church a long time ago.  It started with the first disciples of Jesus. 

James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to Jesus and made this 
request of Him. 

“Teacher,” they said, “we want you to do for us whatever we ask.” 
 
 “What do you want me to do for you?” he asked. 
 
 They replied, “Let one of us sit at your right and the other at your left in your 
glory.” 
 
“You don’t know what you are asking,” Jesus said. “Can you drink the cup I 
drink or be baptized with the baptism I am baptized with?” 
 
 “We can,” they answered. 
 
Jesus said to them, “You will drink the cup I drink and be baptized with the 
baptism I am baptized with, but to sit at my right or left is not for me to grant. 
These places belong to those for whom they have been prepared.” 
 
 When the ten heard about this, they became indignant with James and John. 
Jesus called them together and said, “You know that those who are regarded as 
rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise 
authority over them.  Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great 
among you must be your servant, and whoever wants to  be  f i r s t  must be slave 
of all. For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to 
give his life as a ransom for many.” (Mark 10:35-45) 
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It is worthwhile to repeat the words of Jesus, “Not so with you.” The 
world can act in one way, but Christians ought to act in another.  
Jesus came to establish a new way of life and to give us an example 
to be followed. He did not come to be served but to serve and give 
His life for others.  
 
Jesus taught us a different set of priorities, where the best thing is 
not to be first, nor even second; rather it is important to be third. 
 
A religious leader came to Jesus and asked; “Teacher, which is the 
greatest commandment in the Law?”  This was a trick question designed 
to “get” Jesus. 
 
But Jesus responded: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the first and greatest 
commandment.” (Matthew 22:36-38) 
 
Jesus, already foreseeing that he would follow up with another 
question, said, “And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ 

All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.” (Matthew 
22:39-40)  
 
The logical question which follows is this: “Who then is first?” 
 
Years later, imprisoned on the island of Patmos, John, the beloved 
disciple, who once desired to be the first in the Kingdom of God, 
had a vision about the spiritual world; the past, present and future.  
He tells of his re-encounter with Jesus as follows: When I saw him, I 
fell at his feet as though dead. Then he placed his right hand on me and said: 
“Do not be afraid. I am the First and the Last. I am the Living One; I was 
dead, and now look, I am alive for ever and ever!” (Revelation 1:17-18) 
 
Jesus was not just the first in relation to time, seasons or history, 
but He is the eternal First, who deserves our honor, respect and 
priority.  
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Chapter 2 
God is  Firs t  

Jesus summarized all of the Law and the Prophets, which is the 
essence of the Old Testament, in two phrases.   
The first is; “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment.” 
(Matthew 22:37-38)  
 
He was citing Deuteronomy 6:5 “Love the LORD your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and with all your strength.”  
 
Therefore, we should love God with all our heart, which is our 
spirit.  We should love God with our soul, which is our feelings, 
emotions, and thoughts, and we also should love God with all our 
strength, that is, with our body.  
 
We are beings made up of body, soul and spirit.  Better yet, we are 
a spirit, wrapped in a soul that inhabits a body.  We need, in the 
first place, to love God with all we are and all we have.  He needs 
to be first in our life.   
 
How can I put God first in my life?  I need to work; I need to 
provide for my family; I need to care for myself.  How can I do 
this? 
 
Jesus responded to this question as follows:  
 
“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; 
or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the 
body more than clothes? Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or 
store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not 
much more valuable than they? Can any one of you by worrying add a single 
hour to your life? 
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And why do you worry about clothes? See how the flowers of the field grow. 
They do not labor or spin. Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his 
splendor was dressed like one of these.  If that is how God clothes the grass of 
the field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not 
much more clothe you—you of little faith?  So do not worry, saying, ‘What 
shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’  For the 
pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you 
need them. But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these 
things will be given to you as well.” (Matthew 6:25-33)  
 
God knows that we need all these things.  Our God is not just a 
God who cares about our religious affairs, but He is a God who 
cares about our life, our daily concerns, our family, our work, our 
livelihood.  “…your heavenly Father knows that you need them. “ 

 

Jesus concludes this teaching by saying “But seek first his kingdom and 
his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.” 
 
What things?  What are we going to eat and wear?  Where will we 
live? God has promised to sustain us, giving us all we need to live, 
as long as He is our primary focus. 
 
Our responsibility is to seek first the Kingdom of God—to be 
those who love Him, want to do His will and serve Him, with the 
result being to expand His Kingdom.   
 
“In Love” 
 
Do you remember when you first fell “in love” with that girl or 
guy?  When you love someone you want to spend time with him or 
her.  You want to do everything that pleases that person.   
 
I remember when I first fell in love with Priscila (and even better… 
her with me!)  She lived 30 miles away from me.  I lived in Dallas 
and she lived in Fort Worth, Texas.  I remember making that long 
drive just to be with her.  I couldn’t wait till I got there.  I got some 
speeding tickets on the way because I wanted to see her as soon as 
possible.   
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When we were together, the time literally flew.  The clock sped 
much too fast and when I looked at it, it was already time to go 
home.  On the return trip I seemed to be floating on clouds.  
 
I couldn’t wait for the time to be with her again.  I always looked 
for ways to please her, to give her gifts, because I loved her. 
 
Two decades have passed and I am more in love with her than 
ever. 
 
When you love someone, you want to give your best to that 
person.  
 
To love God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your 
mind, with all your strength is to seek to please Him with all you 
have.   To seek the Kingdom of God and serve Him involves 
committing your work, business, time, knowledge, gifts, and your 
talents to Him.  
 
People who work with their parents in a family business know that 
their parents’ greatest desire is to have their children work with 
them.   
 
This is also God’s desire— that we as His children come to work 
together in the work of the Father. 
 
God has much that needs to be done these days.  The problems are 
worse than ever.  The conflicts have increased in the world and 
people are going through greater difficulties.   
 
However, God loves people and still has something He wants to 
accomplish in this world.  Do you know who He will use to 
accomplish His work in our time?  You and me.  
 
It is a question of stewardship.  When we use the resources that 
God has given us, our natural talents, as well as our spiritual gifts 
He can do great things. 
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God wants to use all the daily opportunities He gives us to expand 
His values, His standards and His Kingdom in this present world.   
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Chapter 10 
Conclus ion 

I would like to conclude this book with a beautiful story I learned 
as a child. 

One day a child was walking along the beach and he was picking up 
the sand dollars that had been washed up on the sand by the high 
tide, and he was throwing them back into the water.  

A man that was watching the boy came up to him and asked “What 
are you doing my boy?”  He answered, “I am saving these sand 
dollars!” 

“But just look, the beach is filled with sand dollars.  There are 
probably thousands!  What you are doing won’t make any 
difference.” 

The boy bent down, and gently picked up another sand dollar and 
said “It is true I can’t save them all, but I can make a difference for 
this one!” and he threw the sand dollar into the waves. 

You, just as I, have already seen that alone we cannot change the 
world.  However, just as the boy on the beach, you can make a 
difference in the lives of some people… people who have the 
opportunity and privilege of living with someone so special as you. 

I am third – is not a magical formula, but it has accomplished some 
miracles. 

I am third – is not the answer to all uncertainties, but it has 
answered some questions. 

I am third – is not the solution to all the problems in the world, but 
it has solved some conflicts.  

I am third – is not the means to reduce traffic, but it is a way to 
increase the peace of people in traffic. 
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I am third – is not a family promotional campaign, but it can 
transform a family into champions.  

I am third – is not a different bracelet to wear, but it is a way to 
make a difference. 

I am third – is not another model for the Church, but it is a 
challenge to become a model Church. 

I am third – is not another company strategy, but it is the reason 
for being a company.  

I am third – is not a human invention, but it is a divine solution for 
humanity. 

I am third – is not a religion, but it has brought people to God. 

I am third – is not a wave that begins and ends, but it is a 
movement that once started will never end.  

I am third – is not something you to get what you deserve, but 
what someone you do just to serve.   

I am third – is not something you do to prove to people, but it is 
something you do to love people. 

And finally… 

I am third – is not a road to end all strife, but a path to a new way 
of life. 

I am Third! 

 

 

 

To purchase books, e-books, wristbands and other “I am Third” 
materials visit our site: www.iamthirdmovement.com  
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