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LESSON NINE 

How To Maximize The Effectiveness Of Prayer 
Revised  May 20151 

 
KEY BIBLE VERSE: 
 

 Luke 9:10, NKJV - "And the apostles, when they had returned, told Him [Jesus] all 
that they had done. Then He took them and went aside privately into a deserted 
place belonging to the city called Bethsaida." 

 
LESSON OBJECTIVES: 
 

 List the main purposes of prayer. 

 Describe the preparation Jesus received while in prayer. 

 Identify the key to dying to self and staying dead to self. 
 

 In this lesson, we'll focus on the main purposes of prayer. Prayer prepares us to 
do God's will, it empowers us to do His works, it hides us behind the cross, and it 
enables us to stay in a place of death to self. Yes, it is very important that we 
receive revelation and power from God to do what He has called us to do. 
However, it is even more important that we remain hidden in Christ and dead to 
our old nature. 

 
LESSON: 
 
A. PRAYER PREPARES US 
 

1. Receive Wisdom For Decisions 
 

 Luke 6:12-13, NKJV – (12) Now it came to pass in those days that He went out 
to the mountain to pray, and continued all night in prayer to God. (13) And when 
it was day, He called His disciples to Himself; and from them He chose twelve 
whom He also named apostles: 

 

 Jesus went into the mountain to pray, and He continued all night in prayer. 
What was He praying about? Verse 13 hints at the answer. The very next day, 
after spending all night in prayer, He called His disciples and chose twelve to 
be His apostles. 

 

 So what was Jesus praying about during the night? He was looking for wisdom 
and guidance and revelation (what to do, when to do it, and how to do it), so 
that He could choose the right disciples to be apostles, the right number of 
apostles, and select them the right way and at the right time. 

 
 
 

                                                           
1 Parts of this teaching are taken and modified from: “Healings, Miracles, Signs and Wonders Today 101” by Todd 
Bentley, © 2004 Fresh Fire Ministries. 
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2. Receive Strength For Trials 
 

 Matthew 26:35-41, NKJV – (35) Peter said to Him, "Even if I have to die with 
You, I will not deny You!" And so said all the disciples. (36) Then Jesus came 
with them to a place called Gethsemane, and said to the disciples, "Sit here 
while I go and pray over there." (37) And He took with Him Peter and the two 
sons of Zebedee, and He began to be sorrowful and deeply distressed. (38) 
Then He said to them, "My soul is exceedingly sorrowful, even to death. Stay 
here and watch with Me." (39) He went a little farther and fell on His face, and 
prayed, saying, "O My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me; 
nevertheless, not as I will, but as You will." (40) Then He came to the disciples 
and found them sleeping, and said to Peter, "What! Could you not watch with 
Me one hour? (41) Watch and pray, lest you enter into temptation. The spirit 
indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak." 

 

 Jesus was about to be betrayed, and face the temptation of avoiding the cross. 
He knew He needed strength to face the coming trial. So He went into the 
garden of Gethsemane and prayed for strength. 

 

 Note: Gethsemane comes from two words “Gath” (a wine press) and “shemen” 
(anointing or oil). So Jesus prophetically went to the garden of Gethsemane to 
press into the anointing of God for strength to face the coming trials. 

 

 Note also that Jesus called Peter, James and John (the two sons of Zebedee) 
to “watch” or “watch and pray” with Him – not “watch while I pray”, but “watch 
AND pray”. Sadly, these three “great apostles” did not “watch and pray”, but 
instead, fell asleep. As a result, they did not have the strength to face their own 
trials of temptation that came later that night. Instead Peter denied Jesus three 
times, and the other two ran away for self-preservation. 

 

 If we do not prepare in prayer, we will not have the strength for the trials that 
are coming. As Jesus said, “the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak”, 
and unless we pray for strength, our flesh often overcomes our spirit. 

 
3. Receive Revelation Of Purpose 
 

 Luke 4:42-43, NKJV – (42) Now when it was day, He departed and went into a 
deserted place. And the crowd sought Him and came to Him, and tried to keep 
Him from leaving them; (43) but He said to them, "I must preach the kingdom 
of God to the other cities also, because for this purpose I have been sent." 

 

 During His times of prayer, God gave Jesus a greater revelation of His purpose, 
to preach the Kingdom of God. And as He sought the Father in prayer, the 
Father showed Him which city or cities to go to next, to preach the Kingdom. 
As Jesus prayed, He not only got His sense of purpose, He kept His sense of 
purpose, He increased His sense of purpose, and He gained urgency for His 
sense of purpose. He said “I MUST preach the kingdom of God to other cities 
also.” 
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 Acts 10:9-20, NKJV – (9) The next day, as they went on their journey and drew 
near the city, Peter went up on the housetop to pray, about the sixth hour. (10) 
Then he became very hungry and wanted to eat; but while they made ready, 
he fell into a trance (11) and saw heaven opened and an object like a great 
sheet bound at the four corners, descending to him and let down to the earth. 
(12) In it were all kinds of four-footed animals of the earth, wild beasts, creeping 
things, and birds of the air. (13) And a voice came to him, "Rise, Peter; kill and 
eat." (14) But Peter said, "Not so, Lord! For I have never eaten anything 
common or unclean." (15) And a voice spoke to him again the second time, 
"What God has cleansed you must not call common." (16) This was done three 
times. And the object was taken up into heaven again. (17) Now while Peter 
wondered within himself what this vision which he had seen meant, behold, the 
men who had been sent from Cornelius had made inquiry for Simon's house, 
and stood before the gate. (18) And they called and asked whether Simon, 
whose surname was Peter, was lodging there. (19) While Peter thought about 
the vision, the Spirit said to him, "Behold, three men are seeking you. (20) Arise 
therefore, go down and go with them, doubting nothing; for I have sent them." 

 

 It was while in prayer, that Peter received a revelation of God’s purpose 
concerning the Gentiles. 

 

 Acts 10:28, NKJV – (28) Then he said to them, "You know how unlawful it is for 
a Jewish man to keep company with or go to one of another nation. But God 
has shown me that I should not call any man common or unclean. 

 

 And in the verses following, because of God’s revelation of purpose received 
through prayer, Peter was open to God working among the Gentiles, and 
shortly thereafter the Holy Spirit fell on Cornelius and many others, and Peter 
was able to confidently confirm the work of the Holy Spirit among the Gentiles, 
and allow them to be water baptized. 

 

 Prayer will keep you in God’s purpose. If you don’t pray, you will lose your 
sense of God’s purpose and direction for your life. And even without praying 
specifically for God’s purpose, as you pray God will deposit a sense of His 
purpose in your heart. But as you pull back in prayer, you will lose your sense 
of God’s purpose. And if you never had a sense of His purpose, you will 
probably end up doing something or becoming someone that God never 
intended for you to do or be. Only through prayer, and receiving a clarification 
of God’s purpose, can we be who God called us specifically to be. 

 
4. Receive Revelation Of What The Father Is Doing 
 

 John 5:19, NKJV – (19) Then Jesus answered and said to them, "Most 
assuredly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of Himself, but what He sees 
the Father do; for whatever He does, the Son also does in like manner. 

 

 Jesus often went aside to “see” or receive a revelation of what the Father was 
doing, so that He could be doing the same thing. The most effective place we 
can be, is in the middle of what the Father is doing. In that place there is a flow 
of anointing, empowerment, provision, and favour. So when we gain a 
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revelation of what the Father is doing, and then just cooperate with Him, by 
doing the same thing, we move into that same flow, and gain the same 
anointing, empowerment and provision. 

 
B. PRAYER EMPOWERS US 
 

1. The Disciples Were Empowered  
 

 Luke 24:49, NKJV – (49) Behold, I send the Promise of My Father upon you; 
but tarry in the city of Jerusalem until you are endued with power from on high." 

 

 Acts 1:13-14; 2:1-4, NKJV – (13) And when they had entered, they went up into 
the upper room where they were staying: Peter, James, John, and Andrew; 
Philip and Thomas; Bartholomew and Matthew; James the son of Alphaeus 
and Simon the Zealot; and Judas the son of James. (14) These all continued 
with one accord in prayer and supplication, with the women and Mary the 
mother of Jesus, and with His brothers. … (1) When the Day of Pentecost had 
fully come, they were all with one accord in one place. (2) And suddenly there 
came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled the whole 
house where they were sitting. (3) Then there appeared to them divided 
tongues, as of fire, and one sat upon each of them. (4) And they were all filled 
with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave 
them utterance. 

 

 The disciples, in response to Jesus’ command to “tarry”, remained in Jerusalem 
and continued to pray for ten days, after which, while they were praying, the 
Holy Spirit fell on them, as Jesus had promised, and they were “endued with 
power from on high.” It is important that on a regular basis, we set aside time 
for extended prayer, so that we can be endued, re-endued, filled, and re-filled 
with the power of God. 

 

 Not only did this first century revival begin in prayer, but every revival since 
then, has begun with prayer. For example, the start of the Pentecostal 
movement in Topeka, Kansas began the evening of January 1, 1901, after the 
students of the Bethel Bible School spent several days and nights in worship 
and prayer. 

 

 After the initial outpouring of the Holy Spirit, the disciples continued in prayer, 
because they wanted to see not only a revival, but an increase in revival. As a 
result, they continued to pray in Acts 2, 3, 4, and on. 

 

2. The Disciples Received Great Power 
 

 Acts 4:31-33, NKJV – (31) And when they had prayed, the place where they 
were assembled together was shaken; and they were all filled with the Holy 
Spirit, and they spoke the word of God with boldness. (32) Now the multitude 
of those who believed were of one heart and one soul; neither did anyone say 
that any of the things he possessed was his own, but they had all things in 
common. (33) And with great power the apostles gave witness to the 
resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And great grace was upon them all. 
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 The disciples continued to pray, and continued to see an increase in the 
outpouring of the power of God. Their mindset was simple, “If prayer was what 
we did in the beginning to get what we got, we need to continue to pray to 
continue to get what we need to get.” 

 

 In this case, the power of God was so strong, that even the physical place 
where they had gathered was shaken. 

 

 In fact, in verse 33, it says that great power was demonstrated by them, 
because great grace fell upon them. Grace is the supernatural empowerment 
of God, and when we stay in prayer long enough to receive “great grace”, we 
can expect to minister with “great power”. 

 
C. PRAYER HIDES US 
 

 There is a great, deeper, and even more important aspect to prayer that we 
normally don’t consider. Most of our prayer is to receive wisdom, strength, 
revelation and power. Generally we pray about becoming better equipped so that 
we can carry out the work of God. But there is an even greater purpose for prayer. 

 

 If we are going to be faithful with the kind of anointing that God is giving today for 
healing, we are going to need to hide ourselves in prayer, so that we can stay 
humble and not get distracted by the crowds and the fame and the temptation of 
pride that come with a successful healing ministry. 

 
1. Jesus Hid In Prayer After Great Healings 

 

 John 6:2,15, NKJV – (2) Then a great multitude followed Him, because they 
saw His signs which He performed on those who were diseased. … (15) 
Therefore when Jesus perceived that they were about to come and take Him 
by force to make Him king, He departed again to the mountain by Himself alone. 

 

 After great miracles had been done by Jesus, a large crowd of people started 
to follow Jesus. They were so impressed with His anointing, that they even 
decided to force Him to become king of Israel (and of this new movement). So 
Jesus quickly went to the mountain to hide in prayer, and keep Himself hidden 
from the agendas and temptations of well-meaning people. 

 
2. Jesus Hid In Prayer After His Cousin Was Murdered 
 

 Matthew 14:13, NKJV – (13) When Jesus heard it [news about the murder of 
John the Baptist], He departed from there by boat to a deserted place by 
Himself. But when the multitudes heard it, they followed Him on foot from the 
cities. (14) And when Jesus went out He saw a great multitude; and He was 
moved with compassion for them, and healed their sick. 
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 When Jesus heard that John the Baptist had been murdered, He went off into 
a deserted place to be by himself to grieve and renew His courage. But the 
multitudes came to Him, and He was moved by compassion and healed their 
sick. 

 
3. Jesus Hid In Prayer After Miraculously Feeding The Five Thousand 

 

 Matthew 14:23, NKJV – (23) And when He had sent the multitudes away, He 
went up on the mountain by Himself to pray. Now when evening came, He was 
alone there. 

 

 After Jesus had miraculously fed the five thousand, He sent them away, and 
again sought out a place to hide and be renewed. But it wasn’t about preparing 
for the next healing service, it was about refocusing on His purpose and identity 
and relationship with the Father. 

 

 The average person, when crowds come, we get excited about how this is 
going to expand our ministry, allow us to reach more people, have bigger 
venues, and develop a more effective team. Often it is when God is really 
moving, that our true motives are revealed, and they may not be as pure as we 
believe. 

 

 If the devil can’t take you down with sinful temptation, he just lets you have 
more money, and more fame, and more opportunity, so that those things can 
bring you down. And you get busier to keep up with the success, but that 
busyness can be your downfall, because you don’t have time to get alone with 
God, seek His face, and stay focused on Him. 

 
4. Jesus Hid In Prayer After His Baptism 

 

 Luke 4:1-2, NKJV – (1) Then Jesus, being filled with the Holy Spirit, returned 
from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit into the wilderness, (2) being tempted 
for forty days by the devil. And in those days He ate nothing, and afterward, 
when they had ended, He was hungry. 

 

 Jesus had just been baptized by John in the River Jordan, and was about to 
begin His earthly ministry. There were yet no crowds, no fame, no success. 
Why did the Spirit led Jesus into the desert? Not to prepare for tomorrow’s 
ministry, but to prepare His life and heart to carry what God was about to give 
Him. So He had to face temptations of “the lust of the eyes, the lust of the flesh, 
and the pride of life”, so that they would not be stumbling blocks to Him in the 
future. 
 

 If God is leading us to extended times of prayer, it may not be to give us new 
power and anointing, it may be to prepare our hearts so that we will be able to 
face the temptations that ministry brings (success, fame, glory, finances, etc.) 
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 5. Jesus Hid In Prayer In The Wilderness Even More As His Fame Grew 
 

 Luke 5:15-16, NKJV – (15) However, the report went around concerning Him 
all the more; and great multitudes came together to hear, and to be healed by 
Him of their infirmities. (16) So He Himself often withdrew into the wilderness 
and prayed. 

 

 As Jesus’ fame increased, He withdrew to pray even more often. Again, this 
was not to prepare for tomorrow’s ministry, but to deepen His resolve to stay 
focused on what the Father wanted Him to do. He did not withdraw to prepare, 
but to hide Himself in the Father. 

 
 6. Jesus Hid In Prayer Long Before Daylight Began 
 

 Mark 1:32-35, NKJV – (32) At evening, when the sun had set, they brought to 
Him all who were sick and those who were demon-possessed. (33) And the 
whole city was gathered together at the door. (34) Then He healed many who 
were sick with various diseases, and cast out many demons; and He did not 
allow the demons to speak, because they knew Him. (35) Now in the morning, 
having risen a long while before daylight, He went out and departed to a solitary 
place; and there He prayed. 

 

 If Jesus ministered long into the night, then He rose early the next day to go off 
by Himself, and hide Himself and pray. 

 
 7. Jesus Hid In Prayer With His Disciples After Their Success 
 

 Luke 9:1-2,10, NKJV – (1) Then He called His twelve disciples together and 
gave them power and authority over all demons, and to cure diseases. (2) He 
sent them to preach the kingdom of God and to heal the sick. … (10) And the 
apostles, when they had returned, told Him all that they had done. Then He 
took them and went aside privately into a deserted place belonging to the city 
called Bethsaida. 

 

 After the twelve disciples had been given power and authority and “apostled” 
out, they had great success in healing the sick and preaching the Kingdom. 
When they returned, Jesus immediately took them out into a deserted place, to 
teach them how to hide themselves in prayer. 

 
8. Summary 
 

 Jesus withdrew from the multitudes, not because He wanted to pray to prepare 
for power, but because He wanted to hide from pride. Throughout the Gospels 
Jesus hid Himself and prayed, not because He wanted more power to do more 
miracles tomorrow, but because He knew if He hid by Himself after every great 
miracle, He'll be right in His heart and pure and free from the spirit of pride that 
wants to attack us in the midst of great things. 

 

 Note: “Pride goes before a fall”, “God opposes the proud” (not a good place to 
be) 
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D. PRAYER BRINGS DEATH 
 

 Just as prayer prepares us for power, prayer also brings us into a place of 
death, and it keeps us humble. 

 
1. Jesus Was Led By The Spirit Into The Wilderness To Die To Self 
 

 Luke 4:1-14, NKJV – (1) Then Jesus, being filled with the Holy Spirit, returned 
from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit into the wilderness, (2) being tempted 
for forty days by the devil. And in those days He ate nothing, and afterward, 
when they had ended, He was hungry. (3) And the devil said to Him, "If You 
are the Son of God, command this stone to become bread." (4) But Jesus 
answered him, saying, "It is written, 'Man shall not live by bread alone, but by 
every word of God.'" (5) Then the devil, taking Him up on a high mountain, 
showed Him all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time. (6) And the 
devil said to Him, "All this authority I will give You, and their glory; for this has 
been delivered to me, and I give it to whomever I wish. (7) Therefore, if You will 
worship before me, all will be Yours." (8) And Jesus answered and said to him, 
"Get behind Me, Satan! For it is written, 'You shall worship the Lord your God, 
and him only you shall serve.'" (9) Then he brought Him to Jerusalem, set Him 
on the pinnacle of the temple, and said to Him, "If You are the Son of God, 
throw Yourself down from here. (10) For it is written: 'He shall give His angels 
charge over you, to keep you,' (11) and, 'in their hands they shall bear you up, 
lest you dash your foot against a stone.'" (12) And Jesus answered and said to 
him, "It has been said, 'You shall not tempt the Lord your God.'" (13) Now when 
the devil had ended every temptation, he departed from Him until an opportune 
time. (14) Then Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit to Galilee, and news 
of Him went out through all the surrounding region. 

 

 Jesus was already “filled with the Spirit” in Luke 4:1. However, after overcoming 
the devil in the wilderness, Jesus returned “in the power of the Spirit”. No matter 
how filled with the Spirit you may be, there is a greater power available, but it 
only for those who have died to the temptations of this world, and are willing to 
live only for the glory of God. And only death to self can empower us to live in 
that way. 

 
2. We Must Learn To Die (And Stay Dead) To Earthly Things 
 

 Colossians 3:1-3, NKJV – (1) If then you were raised with Christ, seek those 
things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. (2) Set 
your mind on things above, not on things on the earth. (3) For you died, and 
your life is hidden with Christ in God. 

 

 1 Corinthians 15:31, NKJV – (31) I affirm, by the boasting in you which I have 
in Christ Jesus our Lord, I die daily. 

 

 “You died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.” Your life is only hidden 
with Christ in God if you died. And if you are no longer dead, your life is no 
longer hidden with Christ in God. The key to having your life hidden with Christ 
in God, is to live in a state of ongoing death. The moment you step out of the 
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death life (Paul said, “I die daily”) you are no longer hidden with Christ in God. 
Daily death is the key to daily life! 

 
3. How To Die Daily 
 

 Romans 6:1-23, NKJV – (1) What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin 
that grace may abound? (2) Certainly not! How shall we who died to sin live 
any longer in it? (3) Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized 
into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? (4) Therefore we were buried 
with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the 
dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. 
(5) For if we have been united together in the likeness of His death, certainly 
we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection, (6) knowing this, that our 
old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done away with, 
that we should no longer be slaves of sin. (7) For he who has died has been 
freed from sin. (8) Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live 
with Him, (9) knowing that Christ, having been raised from the dead, dies no 
more. Death no longer has dominion over Him. (10) For the death that He died, 
He died to sin once for all; but the life that He lives, He lives to God. (11) 
Likewise you also, reckon yourselves to be dead indeed to sin, but alive to God 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. (12) Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body, 
that you should obey it in its lusts. (13) And do not present your members as 
instruments of unrighteousness to sin, but present yourselves to God as being 
alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to 
God. (14) For sin shall not have dominion over you, for you are not under law 
but under grace. (15) What then? Shall we sin because we are not under law 
but under grace? Certainly not! (16) Do you not know that to whom you present 
yourselves slaves to obey, you are that one's slaves whom you obey, whether 
of sin leading to death, or of obedience leading to righteousness? (17) But God 
be thanked that though you were slaves of sin, yet you obeyed from the heart 
that form of doctrine to which you were delivered. (18) And having been set 
free from sin, you became slaves of righteousness. (19) I speak in human terms 
because of the weakness of your flesh. For just as you presented your 
members as slaves of uncleanness, and of lawlessness leading to more 
lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves of righteousness for 
holiness. (20) For when you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to 
righteousness. (21) What fruit did you have then in the things of which you are 
now ashamed? For the end of those things is death. (22) But now having been 
set free from sin, and having become slaves of God, you have your fruit to 
holiness, and the end, everlasting life. (23) For the wages of sin is death, but 
the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 
a) Seriously Die 
 

 (8) Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him, 
 

  b) Reckon Yourself Dead To Sin 
 

 (11) Likewise you also, reckon yourselves to be dead indeed to sin, but alive 
to God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
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 The key to freedom from sin is to reckon ourselves dead to sin. If we are in 
sin, then we really aren’t dead. The moment we allow sin to be active in our 
lives, we step out of the “umbrella” of our lives being hid with Christ in God, 
and we are no longer dead, and so we are open to the enemy’s attack. 

 
c) Present Your Members As Instruments Of Righteousness 

 

 (13) … present yourselves to God as being alive from the dead, and your 
members as instruments of righteousness to God. 

 
d) Present Yourself As A Slave To Obedience 

 

 (16) Do you not know that to whom you present yourselves slaves to obey, 
 
4. Biblical Humility Defined 
 

 Most people do not understand what true Biblical humility is. There is much 
false humility, and much misunderstood humility. Humility is not a type of 
personality, but a posture of the heart. Humility is all about the heart, and 
motive, and understanding who you are in Christ. 

 

 Biblical humility is simply obedience. You can appear humble in your character 
or your personality, but if you do not do whatever the Lord tells you to do, every 
time the Lord tells you to do it, it is pride. True humility is obedience to 
everything the Lord says, every time the Lord says it. Biblical humility is total 
dependence on God. To be totally dependent on God, is to be “it’s no longer I 
live, but Christ lives in me”. 

 

 Galatians 2:20, NKJV – (20) I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I 
who live, but Christ lives in me; and the  life which I now live in the flesh I live 
by faith in [of] the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me. 
 

 Biblical humility is doing when, what, where and how the Lord says. And 
whenever I don’t, I am no longer obeying, I am no longer trusting, I am no longer 
living in dependence, I am no longer humble, and I am not longer hid with Christ 
in God. Humility is of the heart. 
 

5. The Keys To Death 
 
 a) Choose To Decrease 
 

 John 3:28-30, NKJV – (28) You yourselves bear me witness, that I said, 'I 
am not the Christ,' but, 'I have been sent before Him.' (29) He who has the 
bride is the bridegroom; but the friend of the bridegroom, who stands and 
hears him, rejoices greatly because of the bridegroom's voice. Therefore 
this joy of mine is fulfilled. (30) He must increase, but I must decrease. 
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 It is so critical for us today, that we learn the importance of hiddenness in 
prayer, not for the purpose of gaining more power to do what God wants us 
to do, but to remain humble in the midst of what God is doing. And we can 
only do that, in the hiddenness of prayer. The devil will come and offer you 
his kingdom, and the world, and reputation, and a large ministry, and fame. 
So we must get and keep in our heart, a humility that only comes through 
hiddenness in prayer, that will keep us from being crushed from the 
onslaught of the devil’s temptations. 

 
b) Choose To Set Your Mind On Things Above 

 

 Colossians 3:1-3, NKJV – (1) If then you were raised with Christ, seek those 
things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. (2) 
Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth. (3) For you died, 
and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 
 

 According to Colossians 3:2, every time you set your mind on things above, 
you come into death, and every time you set your mind on the things of the 
earth, you come out of death. Every time you set your mind on the things of 
the earth, you live again, and every time you set your mind on things above, 
you die to self again. When you set your mind on the things of the earth, 
you let sin reign again in your mortal body, and you come alive again. And 
when you come alive again, your life is no longer hid with Christ in God. 

 
c) The True Power Of Prayer 
 

 We talk a lot about “the power of prayer”. “Prayer is powerful, prayer really 
works.” The truth is, there is no power in prayer, prayer doesn’t work. It is 
our focus in prayer, that determines if there is power. And so when we come 
to God in prayer, for the purpose of hiding ourselves in Him, we decrease 
so that He will increase, and we come into death, so that He can live through 
us. And in that place of death, we have complete access to His powerful 
life. 

 
SUMMARY: 
 

 Jesus understood the importance of staying dead to the pull of the world and 
hidden in the Father. It is just as important for believers today to understand 
the hiddenness of prayer, to remain humble in the midst of what God is doing. 
The devil is going to offer us the world, a kingdom, reputation and a great big 
ministry. There is nothing wrong with these things in themselves if our hearts 
remain in humble dependence on God. 

 

 Our hearts must be right in the midst of great power or we'll be crushed. If you 
want to stay hidden, you've got to stay dead. And if you're going to stay dead, 
you have to stay conscious of the revelation God gives us in Romans 6. As we 
remain in that place of death to self, our reputation no longer matters. Now our 
only concern is bringing glory and fame to our Father. 
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PRAYER: 
 

 Holy Spirit, I want You to possess me. I yield my whole life to You. Help me to live 
a crucified life, dying daily to myself and to the world. Oh God, let the resurrection 
life of Christ manifest through me. I ask you to forgive me for all wrong motives — 
pride and the desire to be recognized. Hide me in Christ so people see Jesus and 
praise Your name. Father, I ask that You would use me to bring healing and 
blessing to others, for Your glory alone. I surrender all to the name of Jesus. Amen. 

 


