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REVIEW 
 

 When I started this series, I wanted to stress the importance of having a complete 
revelation of sonship – being sons and daughters of God 

 Because if we try to emphasize discipleship, without a revelation of sonship, 

 Discipleship will become legalistic and controlling – without a right understanding of 
sonship 
 

 However, this series has developed a “life of its own”, and taken us to understand 
the strategic important of standing up as sons and daughters of God, speaking to the 
flow of lawlessness in our church and culture, 

 And address a few critical issues facing the church and culture today. 
 

 So let’s look quickly at what we have been learning, and then finish this series by 
looking at three critical issues facing church and culture today. 

 
1. Sonship Frees Us From Slavery – Romans 8:15 
 

 Romans 8:15, NIV – (15) For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave 
again to fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship. And by him we cry, "Abba, 
Father." 

 
2. Sonship Must Be Revealed In Us - Romans 8:19-21 
 

 Romans 8:19-21, NIV – (19) The creation waits in eager expectation for the sons 
of God to be revealed. … (21) that the creation itself will be liberated from its 
bondage to decay and brought into the glorious freedom of the children of God. 

 
3. Reveal Sonship By Standing In The Gap 
 

 One of the ways that we can be revealed as sons and daughters of God, 

 Is by standing in the gaps of righteousness 
 

 Ezekiel 22:29-31, NIV – (30) "I looked for a man among them who would build up 
the wall and stand before me in the gap on behalf of the land … 

 

 A “gap” is a breach in the wall of righteousness, through which lawlessness can 
flow, and damage people’s lives 

 How do we stand in the gap? 
 

http://www.destinychurch.ca/
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 Acts 4:29, NIV – (29) Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable your servants 
to speak your word with great boldness. (40) Stretch out your hand to heal and 
perform miraculous signs and wonders through the name of your holy servant 
Jesus." 

 
a) Call out to God 
b) Ask for boldness to speak and to act in love 
c) Receive God’s power 
d) Speak and act in love 

 
4. Speak The Truth In Love 
 

 a) Speak 
  i. Use words 
  ii. Make sure you have credibility 
 
 b) The Truth 
  i. Universal truths 

a. We are all image-bearers of God and deserve respect 
b. Our relationship with Jesus is the only requirement for heaven 
c. God’s will is always healing and restoration 
d. Restoration comes through healing the root cause 

ii. Specific truths 
a. Truth must be relevant to bring freedom 
b. Determine appropriate truth by praying, observing and asking questions 
c. Share relevant truth to the person or situation 

 c) In Love 
i. Speak when you are not angry 
ii. Speak slowly 
iii. Speak graciously 
iv. Speak with wisdom and understanding 
v. Speak to bring healing 

 
A. PRINCIPLES FOR WISE COMMUNICATION 
 

 Principle 1: Instead of condemning people’s beliefs, gently help them discover 
the errors in their beliefs. 

 

Eg. Instead of saying “Evolution is nonsense”, say, “Why do you believe 
evolution is true? What evidence have you personally seen for evolution?” 

 

 Principle 2: Do your best to do what Jesus did, ask powerful questions that 
expose error. 

 

Eg. “You say that we can’t legislate morality. But aren’t almost all of our laws 
today designed to keep people from hurting other people? If so, don’t you 
think that the real question is ‘whose morality are we going to legislate?’” 
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 Principle 3: Question the lies people believe, but never attack the person. 
 

Eg. “I can see that you are a very smart person. So I assume that you did a lot 
of research on the issue we are talking about? Have you checked the latest 
discoveries?” 

 

 Principle 4: Be honest when you don’t have an answer. 
 

Eg. “Honestly, I don’t know the answer to that question. But I’ve really been 
enjoying our talk. Can I do some research and get back to you?” 

 

 Principle 5: Restate their words to show the weakness of their beliefs. 
 

Eg. “You say that you’ve met some Christians who are hypocrites, and that’s 
why you avoid going to church. But I’ve met hypocrites in grocery stores, 
schools, and gymnasiums. Do you avoid those places also?”  

 

 Remember: Our goal is not to condemn and intimate people into life-change. Our 
goal is to speak the truth in love, so that people will begin to question the lies 
they believe, and then be available to them when they seek the truth. 

 
B: SPECIFIC ARGUMENTS AND RESPONSES 
 
1. The Truth: Life Begins At Conception 
 

 Psalm 139:13-16, NIV – (13) For you created my inmost being; you knit me 
together in my mother's womb. … 

 

 Jeremiah 1:5, NIV – (5) "Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you 
were born I set you apart; I appointed you ...” 

 

a) The Argument: Every person has the right over their own body 
 

 The Response: “Then once there is a new person within you, doesn’t that person 
have rights too”. 

 

b) The Argument: Scientists are not sure when life begins 
 

 The Response: “Either a life begins at conception, or at birth. So there’s a 50-50 
chance that the baby in the womb is alive. If you were a demolition expert, and 
you were about to blow up a building, and someone told you there may be a child 
in the building, would you blow it up, or would you do a thorough investigation to 
make sure there was no child in that building? 

 

c) The Argument: It’s not right that unwanted children be born into this world 
 

 The Response: North Americans are paying tens of thousands of dollars to travel 
overseas to adopt a child, because it is so difficult to adopt one here. So they 
may not be wanted by you, but aren’t they certainly wanted by someone? 
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d) The Argument: I didn’t mean to get pregnant, it was a mistake 
 

 The Response: You chose to get alone with a man, you chose to undress, you 
chose to have sex, now you are calling the consequence of all of your choices, a 
mistake. So which of your choices was a mistake? And now you are telling me 
that you are going to end the life of the person, who is the consequence of your 
mistake. Do you feel that it is right for another person to pay with their life for your 
mistakes? 

 

Closing The Gap: 
 

 Teach your own children that every person is created by God and so has great 
value. 

 Teach your own children wise choices and healthy boundaries. 

 Teach your own children to take godly responsibility for their own choices. 

 Lobby your government for easier access to inexpensive adoptions. 

 Support pregnancy counseling centres. 

 Consider adoption to save lives. 
 

2. The Truth: We Are All Created By God 
 

 Genesis 1:26, NIV – (26) Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, in our 
likeness … 

 
a) The Argument: All people on earth today evolved from lower life forms 
 

 The Response: If that is true, why have scientists traced all humans on earth 
back to one common female ancestor? 
(http://science.howstuffworks.com/life/evolution/female-ancestor.htm) 

 
b) The Argument: Different races evolved from different lifeforms 
 

 The Response: If that is true, then obviously different races evolved at different 
rates. Which race do you believe is the most evolved, and therefore superior to 
the others? 

 
c) The Argument: Evolution has taken place over billions of years, that’s why we don’t 

have any examples of transitionary life forms 
 

 The Response: If that is true, why have scientists recently found soft tissue, 
including blood vessels and cells inside dinosaur bones? Scientists say 
dinosaurs died out 65 million years ago, and yet DNA and tissue cannot survive 
even a fraction of that length of time. 
(http://www.apologeticspress.org/apcontent.aspx?category=9&article=1527) 

 
d) The Argument: Interbreeding between species explains evolution 
 

http://science.howstuffworks.com/life/evolution/female-ancestor.htm
http://www.apologeticspress.org/apcontent.aspx?category=9&article=1527
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 The Response: Every last offspring produced by interbreeding is sterile, and 
cannot bear young. Therefore interbreeding cannot create a new species. 
(http://www.ibtimes.co.in/interspecies-sex-leaves-causes-sterility-even-death-study-605795) 

 
Closing The Gap: 
 

 Have a regular “family altar time”, where you teach your children important 
Biblical truths. 

 Purchase or borrow some understandable resources on creation, and discuss 
them with your children. 

 Discuss with your children what they are learning in school. 

 Teach your children how to ask questions in school, that can expose the false 
assumptions of their curriculum. 

 Affirm in your children, their unique identity and calling. 

 Volunteer to offer an after-school class on the scientific evidence for creation. 
 
3. The Truth: We Are Created Male And Female 
 

 Genesis 1:27, NIV – (27) So God created man in his own image, in the image of 
God he created him; male and female he created them. 

 
 See http://www.focusonthefamily.com/socialissues/sexuality/understanding-same-sex-

attractions/are-people-really-born-gay for more information. 

 
a) The Argument: People are born as homosexuals due to genetics 
 

 The Response: If that is true, why have scientists not been able to find any “gay” 
gene? And why are identical twins not both gay, if one is gay? 
(http://www.hollanddavis.com/?p=3647) 

 
b) The Argument: I have same-sex attraction because I was born as a homosexual 
 

 The Response: According to the scientific community, perception of sexual 
identity is caused by a complex interaction of psychosocial and environmental 
factors. In other words, your sense of sexual identity is highly influenced by your 
experiences in your “formative” or childhood years. For example, almost all “gay” 
men can point to one of three experiences: a father who was either absent (due 
to death, divorce or military involvement, or emotionally absent), or a mother who 
was dominant in the home, or a young sexual experience with an older man. The 
same is true for women, except that in about 30 % of the cases, sexual identity 
confusion can be traced to incest by a close family member, and so are more 
likely to trust only the same sex. 
(http://www.samesexattraction.org/What-causes-same-sex-attraction.htm) 

 
[Note: If this is true, that sexual identity is mostly determined by their environment in 
society and family, while in their formative years, then why are we angry at the 
sexual struggles of people. Instead, we should get angry over society’s inability (or 

http://www.ibtimes.co.in/interspecies-sex-leaves-causes-sterility-even-death-study-605795
http://www.focusonthefamily.com/socialissues/sexuality/understanding-same-sex-attractions/are-people-really-born-gay
http://www.focusonthefamily.com/socialissues/sexuality/understanding-same-sex-attractions/are-people-really-born-gay
http://www.hollanddavis.com/?p=3647
http://www.samesexattraction.org/What-causes-same-sex-attraction.htm
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lack of concern) over giving our children a healthy family environment. From my 
research, a healthy family environment, and involvement by parents, are the 
greatest factors to defining the sexual identity of children.] 

 
c) The Argument: I can’t resist the urge to have same gender sex, because I am a 

homosexual 
 

 The Response: Every person can resist sexual attraction, whether homosexual 
or heterosexual. Unmarried heterosexual men are expected to resist sexual 
attraction to women. Married heterosexual men are expected to remain sexually 
loyal to their married partner. No one has to give in to sexual urges. The choice 
to have sex is always just that, a choice. 

 
d) The Argument: I started to discover same sex attraction when I was only five years 

old, so I must have been born a homosexual 
 

 The Response: The latest research says that your “sexual imprinting”, the 
process whereby your gender identity and your preferences for a sexual partner 
are developed, are learned at a very young age, and usually due to your 
interaction with your parents. The majority of your sexual imprinting was defined 
by the time you were between 3 and 5 years old. 
(http://www.childhealing.com/articles/genderidentitydisorder.php) 

 
e) The Argument: But I love them! What’s wrong with having sex with the person I 

love? 
 

 The Response: I love my wife, my children, my parents, my grandparents, and a 
few other close friends. But I only have sex with the one that God says I can. 
Love and sex are not the same thing! 

 
Closing The Gap: 
 

 Purposefully model healthy male/female relationships with your children. 

 Set healthy sexual boundaries and protection with your children. 

 Speak sexual identity into your children, at the earliest possible moment. 
(Children can recognize their father’s voice in the womb as young as 20 weeks 
after conception). 

 
SUMMARY 
 

 Now, why did I choose these three issues? -- Because they are all enemies of 
sonship. 

 Evolution says we aren’t sons, but accidents of nature. 

 Abortion says that God doesn’t have a plan for our lives as sons and daughters – 
we have no destiny, and so are disposable. 

http://www.childhealing.com/articles/genderidentitydisorder.php
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 Sexual identity confusion says that God doesn’t make sons and daughters with a 
distinct purpose for our individual gender, instead we are people who can choose 
our own gender for our own desires, plans and pleasure. 

 

 We are sons and daughters of God, created to demonstrate God’s righteousness 
on the earth. 

 All of creation is waiting for us to be revealed as God’s children, so that it can be 
set free from the curse that is on it. 

 

 If we are going to do that, we must learn how to live as God’s children, 

 Close all the gaps in the wall of righteousness, 

 And establish God’s Kingdom of righteousness, peace and joy on the earth 
 

 And that is done, by learning how to speak the truth in love to this world 
 

 Ephesians 4:15, NIV – (15) Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all 
things grow up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ. 

 
 


