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Pause
All around us, changes unfold at a faster and faster clip. We watch as i-Phones 3, 4, and 5 come 
and go. Job opportunities open and disappear. Our children and grandchildren wear diapers one 
day—and prom attire the next. Pause for a moment. Take a deep breath. How many changes can 
you name in just the past three months?

Ponder
Events swirl around us. Changes charge into our lives, thick and fast. It sets our heads spinning, 
our minds reeling.

Yet, in it all, we have an anchor. Jesus Christ is the same—yesterday, today, and forever. He 
never changes. His love and compassion never dim. His commitment to us never fades. 

That’s a good thing! Consider this admonition from the prophet Malachi:

I the LORD do not change. So you, the descendants of Jacob, are not destroyed. 
Malachi 3:6

If our Savior-God decided to deal with us according to our sins, if he chose to give us what 
we deserve, we would be “destroyed,” as this verse puts it. We’d be toast. Our goose would be 
cooked. Whatever expression you want to use, we would fi nd ourselves facing some very bad 
news indeed!

But our Lord does not change. Our Savior is the same—forever! He loves and forgives us—
always! He is our protector and Savior—from now and on into eternity! 

The cross shouts the deliverance Jesus has won for us. The empty tomb seals the Father’s 
approval of his Son’s sacrifi ce. In Christ, we are saved and safe.

So what will you do in this New Year with the unchanging joy and freedom you have received?

Pray
Lord Jesus, your love is mine—today 
and forever. Your faithful compassion 
sustains me here on earth, and one 
day soon, you will welcome me at the 
threshold of heaven itself. Help me see 
the doors of service you open for me, 
today and every day. Then teach me to 
walk through them, confi dent of your 
presence and power working in and 
through me. Amen.

31

A mother gathered her three young children around 
their Christmas nativity and read the story of the Wise 
Men who traveled to worship the Christ Child. Mom told 
the children that the Wise Men brought gifts of gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh. 

After the story, her oldest son observed, “You know, 

Mom, a Wise Woman would have brought diapers.”

Smile!Smile!Smile!
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