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LESSON THIRTEEN 

Hindrances To Miracles 
Revised September 20151 

 
KEY BIBLE VERSE: 
 

 Luke 18:7, NKJV – (7) "And shall God not avenge His own elect who cry out day 
and night to Him, though He bears long with them? I tell you that He will avenge 
them speedily. Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will He really find faith 
on the earth?" 

 
LESSON OBJECTIVES: 
 

 Identify a number of reasons that miracles may not happen. 

 Understand the importance of speaking words that agree with God's words. 
 

 There are many hindrances to healing and miracles in the church today which can 
block healing in our lives and ministries. Please pray that God would speak to you 
if there is a hindrance to healing in your life. This teaching simply offers a number 
of the reasons why miracles can be hindered or even blocked. It is not a 
comprehensive list, neither is it to be used against others who are not healed. 
Instead, use this list to seek insight into your own life and ministry. Also, please 
remember that the hindrance you experience today, may be different than the 
hindrance you experience tomorrow, so always rely on the Holy Spirit to bring 
insight into this list, as you consider it. We pray this teaching will help you receive 
and effectively minister healing. 

 
LESSON: 
 
1. Little Faith 
 

a) The Disciples Were Fearful During A Storm 
 

 Matthew 8:26, NKJV – (26) But He [Jesus] said to them, "Why are you fearful, 
O you of little faith?" Then He arose and rebuked the winds and the sea, and 
there was a great calm. 
 

 “Little faith” = “oligo_pistos” = “small faith” = “lacking confidence or trust”, 
“undeveloped faith, knowledge without development through use”. 
 

 Most people have “little faith”, not unbelief. 
 

 The disciples were afraid for their lives because of the winds and the waves. 
Just said that their fear was due to “little faith”. 

 
 

                                                           
1 Parts of this teaching are taken and modified from: “Healings, Miracles, Signs and Wonders Today 101” by Todd 
Bentley, © 2004 Fresh Fire Ministries. 
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b) Peter Afraid While Walking On The Water 
 

 Matthew 14:31, NKJV – (31) And immediately Jesus stretched out His hand 
and caught him [Peter], and said to him, "O you of little faith, why did you 
doubt?" 

 

 Peter doubted, not because of unbelief, but because of “little faith”. 
 

c) The Disciples Who Had Forgotten To Bring Bread 
 

 Matthew 16:8, NKJV – (8) But Jesus, being aware of it, said to them, "O you of 
little faith, why do you reason among yourselves because you have brought no 
bread? 
 

 Jesus had warned His disciples to be careful about the “leaven of the 
Pharisees”, by which He meant their teaching, because it was putting people 
into bondage. Even after they had seen the feeding of the 5000, and the feeding 
of the 4000, they still didn’t understand how Jesus could provide supernaturally 
for them, and so they thought Jesus was talking about food. 
 

 So one of the other consequences of “little faith”, is that it keeps us from 
understanding spiritual realities, including confidence in the supernatural 
miracle power of God. 

 
2. Unbelief 
 

a) Jesus Couldn’t Do Miracles Because Of Corporate Unbelief In His Home Town 
 

 Mark 6:1,5-6, NKJV – (1) Then He [Jesus] went out from there and came to His 
own country, and His disciples followed Him. … (5) Now He could do no mighty 
work there, except that He laid His hands on a few sick people and healed 
them. (6) And He marveled because of their unbelief. 
 

 Jesus, the Son of God, “could do no mighty work there”. Jesus definitely had 
enough faith, and it certainly was God’s will to heal, but Jesus “could not” do 
mighty works in His home town because of the people’s unbelief. Jesus had 
just returned from Capernaum, where He had cast out demons, healed the sick, 
and even raised a young girl from the dead, but He could not do many miracles 
in His home town, because of their unbelief. 

 
b) The Disciples Could Not Cast A Demon Out Of A Boy Because Of Corporate Belief 

 

 Matthew 17:14-20, NKJV – (14) And when they had come to the multitude, a 
man came to Him, kneeling down to Him and saying, (15) "Lord, have mercy 
on my son, for he is an epileptic and suffers severely; for he often falls into the 
fire and often into the water. (16) So I brought him to Your disciples, but they 
could not cure him." (17) Then Jesus answered and said, "O faithless and 
perverse generation, how long shall I be with you? How long shall I bear with 
you? Bring him here to Me." (19) Then the disciples came to Jesus privately 
and said, "Why could we not cast it out?" (20) So Jesus said to them, "Because 
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of your unbelief; for assuredly, I say to you, if you have faith as a mustard seed, 
you will say to this mountain, 'Move from here to there,' and it will move; and 
nothing will be impossible for you. 

 

 Although it seems at first, that Jesus was only talking to the disciples about 
their unbelief, Jesus also suggested that the hindrance was other people also, 
when He called the observers a “faithless … generation”. Certainly the disciples 
struggled with unbelief, but there was also an atmosphere of unbelief in the 
region. 

 
3. Unforgiveness 
 

a) We Won’t Experience Forgiveness Unless We Forgive 
 

 Matthew 6:14-15, NKJV – (14) For if you forgive men their trespasses, your 
heavenly Father will also forgive you. (15) But if you do not forgive men their 
trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses. 

 
b) We Must Deal With Offenses To Make Our Worship Acceptable To God 
 

 Matthew 5:23-25, NKJV – (23) Therefore if you bring your gift to the altar, and 
there remember that your brother has something against you, (24) leave your 
gift there before the altar, and go your way. First be reconciled to your brother, 
and then come and offer your gift. 

 
c) Unforgiveness Opens The Door To Personal Torment 
 

 Matthew 18:34-35, NKJV – (34) And his master was angry, and delivered him 
to the torturers until he should pay all that was due to him. (35) "So My heavenly 
Father also will do to you if each of you, from his heart, does not forgive his 
brother his trespasses." 

 

 The purpose was not to see the person destroyed. The purpose was to see the 
person brought to a place where they were willing to forgive, rather than 
experience the consequences of unforgiveness. 

 
d) Restoration With Offenders Opens The Door To Blessing 
 

 Job 42:10-13, NKJV – (10) And the LORD restored Job's losses when he 
prayed for his friends. Indeed the LORD gave Job twice as much as he had 
before. (11) Then all his brothers, all his sisters, and all those who had been 
his acquaintances before, came to him and ate food with him in his house; and 
they consoled him and comforted him for all the adversity that the LORD had 
brought upon him. Each one gave him a piece of silver and each a ring of gold. 
(12) Now the LORD blessed the latter days of Job more than his beginning; for 
he had fourteen thousand sheep, six thousand camels, one thousand yoke of 
oxen, and one thousand female donkeys. (13) He also had seven sons and 
three daughters. 
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4. Lack Of Intimacy With God 
 

a) Abiding In Christ Opens The Door To Answered Prayer 
 

 John 15:5-7, NKJV – (5) "I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides 
in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing. (6) If 
anyone does not abide in Me, he is cast out as a branch and is withered; and 
they gather them and throw them into the fire, and they are burned. (7) If you 
abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it 
shall be done for you. 

 

 Intimacy opens the door to receiving what we desire from God. Lack of intimacy 
hinders our ability to receive and minister for God. 

 
b) Following Jesus Only For What He Can Do Limits What He Will Do 
 

 John 6:2,26, NKJV – (2) Then a great multitude followed Him, because they 
saw His signs which He performed on those who were diseased. … (26) Jesus 
answered them and said, "Most assuredly, I say to you, you seek Me, not 
because you saw the signs, but because you ate of the loaves and were filled. 
 

 People were following Jesus, not because of a desire for relationship, but 
because of a desire to see and experience God’s power. 

 
c) God’s Supernatural Life Is Experienced By Those Who Deeply Pursue Christ 
 

 John 6:53-57, NKJV – (53) Then Jesus said to them, "Most assuredly, I say to 
you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink His blood, you have 
no life in you. (54) Whoever eats My flesh and drinks My blood has eternal life, 
and I will raise him up at the last day. (55) For My flesh is food indeed, and My 
blood is drink indeed. (56) He who eats My flesh and drinks My blood abides in 
Me, and I in him. (57) As the living Father sent Me, and I live because of the 
Father, so he who feeds on Me will live because of Me. 
 

 True life, eternal life, and the divine benefits of that life, come through intimacy 
with Jesus. 

 
5. Sin In A Person’s Life 

 
a) Confessed Sin Opens The Door To Healing 
 

 James 5:16, NKJV – (16) Confess your trespasses to one another, and pray 
for one another, that you may be healed. The effective, fervent prayer of a 
righteous man avails much. 
 

 Unconfessed sin can be a hindrance to healing. Confessed sin can open the 
door to healing. 
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b) Continued Sin Opens The Door To New Sickness 
 

 John 5:14, NKJV – (14) Afterward Jesus found him in the temple, and said to 
him, "See, you have been made well. Sin no more, lest a worse thing come 
upon you." 
 

 Jesus made it clear, that continued sin can open the door to new attacks in the 
area of our health. 

 
c) Willful Sin Hinders Our Ability To Receive From God 

 

 Psalm 66:18, NKJV – (18) If I regard iniquity in my heart, The Lord will not hear. 
 

 If God will not hear, when we “regard” or consider or plan to sin, then obviously 
He will not hear our cries for healing. 

 
6. Lack Of Prayer And Fasting 
 

a) Prayer And Fasting Give Us Authority Over Higher Levels Of Demonic Activity 
 

 Matthew 17:21, NKJV – (21) However, this kind does not go out except by 
prayer and fasting. 

 
b) Prayer And Fasting Releases Healing 
 

 Psalm 35:13-14, NKJV – (13) But as for me, when they were sick, my clothing 
was sackcloth; I humbled myself with fasting; and my prayer would return to 
my own heart. (14) I paced about as though he were my friend or brother; I 
bowed down heavily, as one who mourns for his mother. 

 
c) Fasting Looses Bondages And Frees People From Oppressions And Yokes 
 

 Isaiah 58:6,8, NKJV – (6) "Is this not the fast that I have chosen: To loose the 
bonds of wickedness, to undo the heavy burdens, to let the oppressed go free, 
and that you break every yoke? … (8) Then your light shall break forth like the 
morning, your healing shall spring forth speedily, and your righteousness shall 
go before you; The glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard. 

 
7. Pride 
 
 a) Naaman’s Pride Would Have Kept Him From Healing 
 

 2 Kings 5:10-11, NKJV – (10) And Elisha sent a messenger to him, saying, "Go 
and wash in the Jordan seven times, and your flesh shall be restored to you, 
and you shall be clean." (11) But Naaman became furious, and went away and 
said, "Indeed, I said to myself, 'He will surely come out to me, and stand and 
call on the name of the LORD his God, and wave his hand over the place, and 
heal the leprosy.' 
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 Naaman almost missed his healing, because at first he refused to humble 
himself and do what Elisha instructed him to do. God wants humble obedience 
from us, no matter how foolish it may seem to us. 

 
8. Religious Spirit And Attitudes 
 

a) We Have Preconceived Expectations Of Those Who Minister To Us 
 

 Matthew 11:16-17, NKJV – (7) As they departed, Jesus began to say to the 
multitudes concerning John: "What did you go out into the wilderness to see? 
A reed shaken by the wind? (8) But what did you go out to see? A man clothed 
in soft garments? Indeed, those who wear soft clothing are in kings' houses. 
(9) But what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I say to you, and more 
than a prophet. … (16) "But to what shall I liken this generation? It is like 
children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to their companions, (17) and 
saying: 'We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we mourned to 
you, and you did not lament.' 

 

 “What did you go out to see?” Obviously not what they saw. So they missed 
the blessing that John had to offer. 

 
b) We Demand God Give Us A Certain Sign 
 

 Matthew 16:1, NKJV – (1) Then the Pharisees and Sadducees came, and 
testing Him asked that He would show them a sign from heaven. 

 

 God wants to give us signs, but it His prerogative to give us the sign that He 
wants to give us. When we demand that He give us the sign that we want, we 
can actually be testing God. 

 
c) Looking For Faults In People 
 

 Luke 11:53-54, NKJV – (53) And as He said these things to them, the scribes 
and the Pharisees began to assail Him vehemently, and to cross-examine Him 
about many things, (54) lying in wait for Him, and seeking to catch Him in 
something He might say, that they might accuse Him. 

 

 Rather than constantly living in a “receive mode”, we waste our time looking for 
faults in people and for reasons not to believe. 

 
d) Seek Religious Form Rather Than Religious Power 
 

 2 Timothy 3:5, NKJV – (5) having a form of godliness but denying its power. 
And from such people turn away! 
 

 We want things to work the way we want them to. We want our ministers to 
behave a certain way, and even resist the grace of God in them if they do not 
meet our standards. 
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9. Limiting God 
 
 a) The Israelites In The Wilderness Provoked And Grieved And Tested God 
 

 Psalm 78:40-41, NKJV – (40) How often they provoked [resisted] Him in the 
wilderness, and grieved Him in the desert! (41) Yes, again and again they 
tempted [tested or tried] God, and limited the Holy One of Israel. 
 

 They “limited the Holy One of Israel” by resisting what God wanted them for 
them and in them, and by testing His patience by not embracing His rule. 
 

 Today, we may do the same thing by resisting words of knowledge, rejecting 
certain ministers, demanding certain methods, expecting certain confirmations, 
etc. 

 
10. Fear 
 

a) Job’s Fear Became An Open Door To Torment 
 

 Job 3:25, NKJV – (25) For the thing I greatly feared has come upon me, and 
what I dreaded has happened to me. 
 

 Fear opens our lives to sickness, disease, torment and attack. Fear also affects 
other people, and causes them to miss what God has for them also. Fear may 
come internally (fear of getting a certain sickness) or externally (fear due to the 
doctor’s report). 

 
11. Unscriptural Doctrines 
 

a) Ignorance Of God’s Word And Ways Can Hinder Us 
 

 Matthew 22:29, NKJV – (29) Jesus answered and said to them, "You are 
mistaken, not knowing the Scriptures nor the power of God. 
 

 Many of us believe unbiblical doctrines that keep us from receiving from God. 
There are many unscriptural doctrines being taught in churches today that 
lower people’s faith for healing and miracles. 

 
12. Demons Causing Sickness 
 

a) Spirit Of Infirmity 
 

 Luke 13:10-11, NKJV – (10) Now He was teaching in one of the synagogues 
on the Sabbath. (11) And behold, there was a woman who had a spirit of 
infirmity eighteen years, and was bent over and could in no way raise herself 
up. 
 

 “Infirmity” = “Astheneia” = “feebleness of body or mind, malady, disease, 
infirmity, sickness, weakness” 
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b) Spirit Of Lunacy (Perhaps Epilepsy) 
 

 Matthew 17:14-15,18 NKJV – (14) And when they had come to the multitude, 
a man came to Him, kneeling down to Him and saying, (15) "Lord, have mercy 
on my son, for he is an epileptic and suffers severely; for he often falls into the 
fire and often into the water. … (18) And Jesus rebuked the demon, and it came 
out of him; and the child was cured from that very hour. 
 

 “Epileptic” = “Seleniazomai” = “Moonstruck, crazy, lunatic” 

 Historically a person that was thought to be affected by the full moon was called 
a “lunatic”. 

 
c) Spirit Of Depression 
 

 Isaiah 61:3, NKJV – (3) To console those who mourn in Zion, to give them 
beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit 
of heaviness; That they may be called trees of righteousness, the planting of 
the LORD, that He may be glorified. 
 

 “Heaviness” = “keheh” = “feebleness, darkness, heaviness” 
 
d) Deaf And Dumb Spirit 
 

 Mark 9:25, NKJV – (25) When Jesus saw that the people came running 
together, He rebuked the unclean spirit, saying to it, "Deaf and dumb spirit, I 
command you, come out of him and enter him no more!" 
 

 Matthew 9:32-33, NKJV – (32) As they went out, behold, they brought to Him 
a man, mute and demon-possessed. (33) And when the demon was cast out, 
the mute spoke. And the multitudes marveled, saying, "It was never seen like 
this in Israel!" 
 

 “Deaf and Dumb / Mute” = “kophos” = “blunted of hearing (deaf) or speech 
(dumb)” 

 
e) Spirit Of Blindness 
 

 Matthew 12:22, NKJV – (22) Then one was brought to Him who was demon-
possessed, blind and mute; and He healed him, so that the blind and mute man 
both spoke and saw. 
 

 “Blind” = “Tuphlos” = “opaqueness, blind (physically or mentally) 
 

f) Unclean Spirit 
 

 Luke 4:33-34, NKJV – (33) Now in the synagogue there was a man who had a 
spirit of an unclean demon. And he cried out with a loud voice, (34) saying, "Let 
us alone! What have we to do with You, Jesus of Nazareth? Did You come to 
destroy us? I know who You are — the Holy One of God!" 
 

 “Unclean” = “akathartos” = “unclean, impure (morally lewd or demonic), foul” 
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g) Spirit Of Divination 
 

 Acts 16:16, NKJV – (16) Now it happened, as we went to prayer, that a certain 
slave girl possessed with a spirit of divination met us, who brought her masters 
much profit by fortune-telling. 

 

 “Divination” = “Puthon” = “a Python, a diviner, an oracle” 
 
h) All Sickness — A Devil's Work 
 

 Acts 10:38, NKJV – (38) … God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit 
and with power, who went about doing good and healing all who were 
oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him. 

 
13. Excuses 
 

a) The Man At The Pool Of Bethesda 
 

 John 5:5-7, NKJV – (5) Now a certain man was there who had an infirmity thirty-
eight years. (6) When Jesus saw him lying there, and knew that he already had 
been in that condition a long time, He said to him, "Do you want to be made 
well?" (7) The sick man answered Him, "Sir, I have no man to put me into the 
pool when the water is stirred up; but while I am coming, another steps down 
before me." 
 

 We may come up with lots of excuses that hinder our ability to be healed, such 
as “No one laid hands on me, I’m too sick to go to the meeting, they’d didn’t 
call out my sickness, I’m not worthy, they didn’t pray long enough for me, the 
line was too long, etc. 

 
14. Motive 
 

a) Sometimes Our Motive Is Self-Comfort 
 

 John 6:26, NKJV – (26) Jesus answered them and said, "Most assuredly, I say 
to you, you seek Me, not because you saw the signs, but because you ate of 
the loaves and were filled. 
 

 Eg. Seeking a miracle for personal benefit, but with no commitment to serve 
God afterward. 
 

b) Sometimes Our Motive Is Self-Enjoyment 
 

 James 4:3, NKJV – (3) You ask and do not receive, because you ask amiss, 
that you may spend it on your pleasures. 

 

 Eg. Many people today are seeking “supernatural weight loss”, but are not 
willing to change their eating habits. 

 

 Eg. Are you asking for healing so you can go to parties, or so that you can 
serve God better? 
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c) Sometimes Our Motive Is Contrary To God’s Will 
 

 1 John 5:14-15, NKJV – (14) Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, 
that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. (15) And if we know 
that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we 
have asked of Him. 
 

 Eg. A person wanted a miracle from God, so that they could get rich quickly, 
rather than have to work for their income. 

 
15. Complaining And Murmuring 
 

a) Complaining About Hardship 
 

 Numbers 21:4-5, NKJV – (4) Then they journeyed from Mount Hor by the Way 
of the Red Sea, to go around the land of Edom; and the soul of the people 
became very discouraged on the way. (5) And the people spoke against God 
and against Moses: "Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the 
wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and our soul loathes this 
worthless bread." 

 

 The people complained against their lack of food and water, and against the 
supernatural provision of God, and eventually it resulted in their hearts turning 
against God. 

 
b) Being Ungrateful For What We Did Get From God 
 

 Psalm 78:18-20, NKJV – (18) And they tested God in their heart by asking for 
the food of their fancy. (19) Yes, they spoke against God: They said, "Can God 
prepare a table in the wilderness? (20) Behold, He struck the rock, so that the 
waters gushed out, and the streams overflowed. Can He give bread also? Can 
He provide meat for His people?" 

 

 They didn’t just wanted food, they wanted the “food of their fancy”. They wanted 
baked bread, not manna, and meat, not birds (quail). 
 

c) Being Unwilling To Change Our Hearts And Minds 
 

 Psalm 78:32-33, NKJV – (32) In spite of this they still sinned, and did not believe 
in His wondrous works. (33) Therefore their days He consumed in futility, and 
their years in fear. 

 

 The people of Israel sinned because they didn’t let the supernatural provision 
of God change their hearts. Instead, they just kept demanding more. 
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16. Disobedience 
 

a) Unwillingness To Obey Simple Commands From God 
 

 John 2:5, NKJV – (5) His mother said to the servants, "Whatever He says to 
you, do it." 
 

 If they had not filled the barrels with water, a very simple task, there would have 
been no miracle of water into wine. 

 
b) Unwillingness For Sacrificial Obedience 
 

 1 Kings 17:11-16, NKJV – (11) And as she was going to get it, he called to her 
and said, "Please bring me a morsel of bread in your hand." (12) So she said, 
"As the LORD your God lives, I do not have bread, only a handful of flour in a 
bin, and a little oil in a jar; and see, I am gathering a couple of sticks that I may 
go in and prepare it for myself and my son, that we may eat it, and die." (13) 
And Elijah said to her, "Do not fear; go and do as you have said, but make me 
a small cake from it first, and bring it to me; and afterward make some for 
yourself and your son. (14) For thus says the LORD God of Israel: 'The bin of 
flour shall not be used up, nor shall the jar of oil run dry, until the day the LORD 
sends rain on the earth.'" (15) So she went away and did according to the word 
of Elijah; and she and he and her household ate for many days. (16) The bin of 
flour was not used up, nor did the jar of oil run dry, according to the word of the 
LORD which He spoke by Elijah. 
 

 It was the woman’s willingness to sacrifice, that led to the miraculous provision 
of flour and oil. 

 
17. Prayerlessness 
 

a) Sometimes One Simple Prayer Can Nullify Certain Death 
 

 2 Kings 20:1-6, NKJV – (1) In those days Hezekiah was sick and near death. 
And Isaiah the prophet, the son of Amoz, went to him and said to him, "Thus 
says the LORD: 'Set your house in order, for you shall die, and not live.' " (2) 
Then he turned his face toward the wall, and prayed to the LORD, saying, (3) 
"Remember now, O LORD, I pray, how I have walked before You in truth and 
with a loyal heart, and have done what was good in Your sight." And Hezekiah 
wept bitterly. (4) And it happened, before Isaiah had gone out into the middle 
court, that the word of the LORD came to him, saying, (5) "Return and tell 
Hezekiah the leader of My people, 'Thus says the LORD, the God of David your 
father: "I have heard your prayer, I have seen your tears; surely I will heal you. 
On the third day you shall go up to the house of the LORD. (6) And I will add to 
your days fifteen years. I will deliver you and this city from the hand of the king 
of Assyria; and I will defend this city for My own sake, and for the sake of My 
servant David." ' " 

 

 In the face of certain death, through only one heartfelt prayer (one sentence 
long), fifteen years were added to his life. 
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b) Sometimes Persistent Prayer Is Needed 
 

 Luke 11:5-8, NKJV – (5) And He said to them, "Which of you shall have a friend, 
and go to him at midnight and say to him, 'Friend, lend me three loaves; (6) for 
a friend of mine has come to me on his journey, and I have nothing to set before 
him'; (7) and he will answer from within and say, 'Do not trouble me; the door 
is now shut, and my children are with me in bed; I cannot rise and give to you'? 
(8) I say to you, though he will not rise and give to him because he is his friend, 
yet because of his persistence he will rise and give him as many as he needs. 

 
c) We Need To Pray Even When The Outcome Seems Hopeless 
 

 Luke 18:1-8, NKJV – (1) Then He spoke a parable to them, that men always 
ought to pray and not lose heart, (2) saying: "There was in a certain city a judge 
who did not fear God nor regard man. (3) Now there was a widow in that city; 
and she came to him, saying, 'Get justice for me from my adversary.' (4) And 
he would not for a while; but afterward he said within himself, 'Though I do not 
fear God nor regard man, (5) yet because this widow troubles me I will avenge 
her, lest by her continual coming she weary me.'" (6) Then the Lord said, "Hear 
what the unjust judge said. (7) And shall God not avenge His own elect who 
cry out day and night to Him, though He bears long with them? (8) I tell you that 
He will avenge them speedily. Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will 
He really find faith on the earth?" 

 

 We ought to always pray, even when the outcome seems hopeless. Often we 
don’t pray when we believe the situation can’t be changed. This this example 
the judge did not fear God or regard man. So why bother praying for justice? 
Because we always ought to pray, and give God an opportunity to work. 

 
18. Ungodly Attitudes Towards Leaders 
 

a) Jealousy Toward Our Leaders 
 

 Numbers 16:1-3; 31-33, NKJV – (1) Now Korah the son of Izhar, the son of 
Kohath, the son of Levi, with Dathan and Abiram the sons of Eliab, and On the 
son of Peleth, sons of Reuben, took men; (2) and they rose up before Moses 
with some of the children of Israel, two hundred and fifty leaders of the 
congregation, representatives of the congregation, men of renown. (3) They 
gathered together against Moses and Aaron, and said to them, "You take too 
much upon yourselves, for all the congregation is holy, every one of them, and 
the LORD is among them. Why then do you exalt yourselves above the 
assembly of the LORD?" … (31) Now it came to pass, as he finished speaking 
all these words, that the ground split apart under them, (32) and the earth 
opened its mouth and swallowed them up, with their households and all the 
men with Korah, with all their goods. (33) So they and all those with them went 
down alive into the pit; the earth closed over them, and they perished from 
among the assembly. 
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b) Criticism Against Our Leaders 
 

 Numbers 12:1-2, 9-10, NKJV – (1) Then Miriam and Aaron spoke against 
Moses because of the Ethiopian woman whom he had married; for he had 
married an Ethiopian woman. (2) So they said, "Has the LORD indeed spoken 
only through Moses? Has He not spoken through us also?" And the LORD 
heard it. … (9) So the anger of the LORD was aroused against them, and He 
departed. (10) And when the cloud departed from above the tabernacle, 
suddenly Miriam became leprous, as white as snow. Then Aaron turned toward 
Miriam, and there she was, a leper. 

 
19. Ignorance 
 
 a) Lack Of Knowledge, Or Rejection Of Knowledge 
 

 Hosea 4:6, NKJV – (6) My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge. 
Because you have rejected knowledge, I also will reject you from being priest 
for Me; Because you have forgotten the law of your God, I also will forget your 
children. 
 

 Sometimes we do not receive healing or a miracle, because we do not know 
what God’s will is. 

 
20. Resistance To Natural Means 
 

a) Sometimes Our Healing Will Include A Natural Component 
 

 2 Kings 20:7, NKJV – (7) Then Isaiah said, "Take a lump of figs." So they took 
and laid it on the boil, and he recovered. 

 

 Some say, “But I don’t believe in doctors, or medicine, or natural remedies. I 
want to just trust God.” 

 
b) Doctors And God Can Work Together! 
 

 2 Chronicles 16:12, NKJV – (12) And in the thirty-ninth year of his reign, Asa 
became diseased in his feet, and his malady was severe; yet in his disease he 
did not seek the LORD, but the physicians. 
 

 Asa was not healed because he sought the physicians, but because he ONLY 
sought the physicians, and not also the Lord. 

 
21. Our Confession (Words) 
 

a) Unprofitable Words 
 

 Proverbs 12:14, NKJV – (14) A man will be satisfied with good by the fruit of 
his mouth, and the recompense of a man's hands will be rendered to him. 
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b) Piercing Words 
 

 Proverbs 12:18, NKJV – (18) There is one who speaks like the piercings of a 
sword, But the tongue of the wise promotes health. 

 
c) Unwholesome And Perverse Words 
 

 Proverbs 15:4, NKJV – (4) A wholesome tongue is a tree of life, but 
perverseness in it breaks the spirit. 

 
d) Words Of Death 
 

 Proverbs 18:20-21, NKJV – (20) A man's stomach shall be satisfied from the 
fruit of his mouth; from the produce of his lips he shall be filled. (21) Death and 
life are in the power of the tongue, and those who love it will eat its fruit. 

 
22. Broken Spirit 
 

a) A Broken Spirit Affects Our Bones 
 

 Proverbs 17:22, NKJV – (22) A merry heart does good, like medicine, but a 
broken spirit dries the bones. 

 
b) A Broken Spirit Can Overwhelm Us 
 

 Proverbs 18:14, NKJV – (14) The spirit of a man will sustain him in sickness, 
but who can bear a broken spirit? 
 

 Sometimes we must heal a person’s spirit before we can heal their physical 
body. 

 
23. Anxiety, Fear And Worry 
 

a) We Must Guard What We Allow Into Our Heart 
 

 Proverbs 4:23, NKJV – (23) Keep your heart with all diligence, for out of it spring 
the issues of life. 

 
b) We Must Keep Our Hearts Sound (Wholesome, Calm or Tranquil) 
 

 Proverbs 14:30, NKJV – (30) A sound heart is life to the body, but envy is 
rottenness to the bones. 

 
c) Worry Cannot Benefit Our Lives, But It May Damage It 
 

 Matthew 6:25-34, NKJV – (25) "Therefore I say to you, do not worry about your 
life, what you will eat or what you will drink; nor about your body, what you will 
put on. Is not life more than food and the body more than clothing? (26) Look 
at the birds of the air, for they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns; yet 
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your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? (27) 
Which of you by worrying can add one cubit to his stature? (28) "So why do you 
worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither 
toil nor spin; (29) and yet I say to you that even Solomon in all his glory was not 
arrayed like one of these. (30) Now if God so clothes the grass of the field, 
which today is, and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will He not much more 
clothe you, O you of little faith? (31) "Therefore do not worry, saying, 'What 
shall we eat?' or 'What shall we drink?' or 'What shall we wear?' (32) For after 
all these things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father knows that you 
need all these things. (33) But seek first the kingdom of God and His 
righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you. (34) Therefore do 
not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about its own things. 
Sufficient for the day is its own trouble. 

 
d) Anxiety Can Limit Our Ability To Receive Healing 
 

 Philippians 4:6, NKJV – (6) Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer 
and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God. 

 

 Instead of being anxious, we need to learn to stay in an attitude of thankfulness, 
and pray. 

 
24. Hardened Heart 
 

 A hardened heart is “calloused, hardened, petrified” to the things of God. 
 
a) Rebellious Hearts Affect Our Ability To Spiritually See And Hear 
 

 Ezekiel 12:1-2, NKJV – (1) Now the word of the LORD came to me, saying: (2) 
"Son of man, you dwell in the midst of a rebellious house, which has eyes to 
see but does not see, and ears to hear but does not hear; for they are a 
rebellious house. 

 
b) False Teaching Affects The Ability Of Our Hearts To Receive From God 
 

 Mark 8:15-18, NKJV – (15) Then He charged them, saying, "Take heed, beware 
of the leaven of the Pharisees and the leaven of Herod." (16) And they 
reasoned among themselves, saying, "It is because we have no bread." (17) 
But Jesus, being aware of it, said to them, "Why do you reason because you 
have no bread? Do you not yet perceive nor understand? Is your heart still 
hardened? (18) Having eyes, do you not see? And having ears, do you not 
hear? And do you not remember? 

 

 “Hardened” = “Poroo” = “Turned to stone, petrified, made stupid or callous, 
hardened” 
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c) A Hardened Heart Hinders Our Ability To Be Faithful To God 
 

 Psalm 78:8-11, NKJV – (8) And may not be like their fathers, a stubborn and 
rebellious generation, a generation that did not set its heart aright, and whose 
spirit was not faithful to God. (9) The children of Ephraim, being armed and 
carrying bows, turned back in the day of battle. (10) They did not keep the 
covenant of God; they refused to walk in His law, (11) and forgot His works and 
His wonders that He had shown them. 

 
d) Hardened Hearts Are Easily Led Astray From God’s Ways 
 

 Hebrews 3:8-11, NKJV – (8) Do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion, in 
the day of trial in the wilderness, (9) where your fathers tested me, tried me, 
and saw my works forty years. (10) Therefore I was angry with that generation, 
and said, 'They always go astray in their heart, and they have not known my 
ways.' (11) So I swore in my wrath, 'They shall not enter my rest.' " 

 
25. Negative Influence 
 

a) People Can Convince Us Our Condition Is Too Difficult For God 
 

 Mark 5:35, NKJV – (35) While He was still speaking, some came from the ruler 
of the synagogue's house who said, "Your daughter is dead. Why trouble the 
Teacher any further?" 

 
b) People Can Convince Us It’s The Wrong Time To Seek God 
 

 2 Kings 4:23, NKJV – (23) So he said, "Why are you going to him today? It is 
neither the New Moon nor the Sabbath." And she said, "It is well." 
 

 Some people may tell us to seek the doctors, and only trust God when things 
get “really bad”. 

 
c) People Can Convince Us That We’re Not Worthy to Seek God 
 

 Luke 18:39, NKJV – (39) Then those who went before warned him that he 
should be quiet; but he cried out all the more, "Son of David, have mercy on 
me!" 

 
26. Greed 
 

a) Greed Caused Sickness To Come Upon Gehazi 
 

 2 Kings 5:20-27, NKJV – (20) But Gehazi, the servant of Elisha the man of God, 
said, "Look, my master has spared Naaman this Syrian, while not receiving 
from his hands what he brought; but as the LORD lives, I will run after him and 
take something from him." (21) So Gehazi pursued Naaman. When Naaman 
saw him running after him, he got down from the chariot to meet him, and said, 
"Is all well?" (22) And he said, "All is well. My master has sent me, saying, 
'Indeed, just now two young men of the sons of the prophets have come to me 
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from the mountains of Ephraim. Please give them a talent of silver and two 
changes of garments.'" (23) So Naaman said, "Please, take two talents." And 
he urged him, and bound two talents of silver in two bags, with two changes of 
garments, and handed them to two of his servants; and they carried them on 
ahead of him. (24) When he came to the citadel, he took them from their hand, 
and stored them away in the house; then he let the men go, and they departed. 
(25) Now he went in and stood before his master. Elisha said to him, "Where 
did you go, Gehazi?" And he said, "Your servant did not go anywhere." (26) 
Then he said to him, "Did not my heart go with you when the man turned back 
from his chariot to meet you? Is it time to receive money and to receive clothing, 
olive groves and vineyards, sheep and oxen, male and female servants? (27) 
Therefore the leprosy of Naaman shall cling to you and your descendants 
forever." And he went out from his presence leprous, as white as snow. 

 
b) Greed May Affect Our Health 

 

 Acts 8:18-20, NKJV – (18) And when Simon saw that through the laying on of 
the apostles' hands the Holy Spirit was given, he offered them money, (19) 
saying, "Give me this power also, that anyone on whom I lay hands may receive 
the Holy Spirit." (20) But Peter said to him, "Your money perish with you, 
because you thought that the gift of God could be purchased with money! 

 

 Acts 8:20-24, NKJV – (20) But Peter said to him, "Your money perish with you, 
because you thought that the gift of God could be purchased with money! (21) 
You have neither part nor portion in this matter, for your heart is not right in the 
sight of God. (22) Repent therefore of this your wickedness, and pray God if 
perhaps the thought of your heart may be forgiven you. (23) For I see that you 
are poisoned by bitterness and bound by iniquity." (24) Then Simon answered 
and said, "Pray to the Lord for me, that none of the things which you have 
spoken may come upon me." 

 
27. The Curse 
 

a) The Curse Of The Law Can Destroy Us, If We Do Not Turn To Christ 
 

 Deuteronomy 28:45-46, NKJV – (45) "Moreover all these curses shall come 
upon you and pursue and overtake you, until you are destroyed, because you 
did not obey the voice of the LORD your God, to keep His commandments and 
His statutes which He commanded you. (46) And they shall be upon you for a 
sign and a wonder, and on your descendants forever. 
 

 If we do not become free from the curse of the law, it can destroy us. 
 
28. Forgetting The Poor 
 

a) God Promises To Hear Those Who Help The Poor 
 

 Proverbs 21:13, NKJV – (13) Whoever shuts his ears to the cry of the poor will 
also cry himself and not be heard. 
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b) God Takes Notice Of Whoever Helps The Poor 
 

 Acts 10:1-4, NKJV – (1) There was a certain man in Caesarea called Cornelius, 
a centurion of what was called the Italian Regiment, (2) a devout man and one 
who feared God with all his household, who gave alms generously to the 
people, and prayed to God always. (3) About the ninth hour of the day he saw 
clearly in a vision an angel of God coming in and saying to him, "Cornelius!" (4) 
And when he observed him, he was afraid, and said, "What is it, lord?" So he 
said to him, "Your prayers and your alms have come up for a memorial before 
God. 

 
c) Fasting For Spiritual Breakthrough Includes Remembering The Hungry 
 

 Isaiah 58:6-8, NKJV – (6) "Is this not the fast that I have chosen: To loose the 
bonds of wickedness, To undo the heavy burdens, To let the oppressed go 
free, And that you break every yoke? (7) Is it not to share your bread with the 
hungry, and that you bring to your house the poor who are cast out; when you 
see the naked, that you cover him, And not hide yourself from your own flesh? 
(8) Then your light shall break forth like the morning, Your healing shall spring 
forth speedily, And your righteousness shall go before you; The glory of the 
LORD shall be your rear guard. 

 

 Healing can be delayed when we forget the poor! 
 
29. Offended At The Minister (Person Ministering) 
 

a) Those Who Knew Jesus Took Offense At Him 
 

 Mark 6:3, NKJV – (3) Is this not the carpenter, the Son of Mary, and brother of 
James, Joses, Judas, and Simon? And are not His sisters here with us?" So 
they were offended at Him. 
 

 They were offended at Jesus, and so could not receive healing from Him. 
 
30. No Expectation 
 

a) Expectation Leads To Receiving 
 

 Acts 3:5, NKJV – (5) So he gave them his attention, expecting to receive 
something from them. 
 

 “Expectation” is another word for “faith”. If we expect, we will receive. If we 
expect little, we will receive little, if we expect much, we will receive much. 

 
b) The Disciples Almost Missed God’s Provision Because Of Lack Of Expectation 
 

 Acts 12:14-16, NKJV – (14) When she recognized Peter's voice, because of 
her gladness she did not open the gate, but ran in and announced that Peter 
stood before the gate. (15) But they said to her, "You are beside yourself!" Yet 
she kept insisting that it was so. So they said, "It is his angel." (16) Now Peter 
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continued knocking; and when they opened the door and saw him, they were 
astonished. 
 

 What would have happened, if they had never opened the door? Peter probably 
would have been caught again and killed. 

 
31. Lack Of Marital Harmony 

 
a) Marital Harmony Empowers Our Prayers 

 

 1 Peter 3:7, NKJV – (7) Husbands, likewise, dwell with them with 
understanding, giving honor to the wife, as to the weaker vessel, and as being 
heirs together of the grace of life, that your prayers may not be hindered. 
 

 Lack of unity, love and peace in our marriage relationship can hinder our 
prayers. 

 
32. Not Knowing The Goodness Of God 
 

a) Receiving Good Gifts Requires Knowing That God Is Good 
 

 James 1:17, NKJV – (17) Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, 
and comes down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or 
shadow of turning. 

 
b) A Good God Wants Us To Prosper And Be In Health 
 

 3 John 1:2, NKJV – (2) Beloved, I pray that you may prosper in all things and 
be in health, just as your soul prospers. 

 

 Knowing that God is a good God raises our expectation that He will give us 
good things when we pray to Him. 

 
LIFE APPLICATION 
 

 Meditate on the scriptures and hindrances mentioned in this lesson. Then pray for 
the Holy Spirit to reveal to you any blocks that are in your own life. Ask forgiveness, 
if necessary, and then ask the Lord to remove those areas. 

 

 Find healing verses or scriptural promises and begin speaking them out over your 
life so that faith arises, health is released and promises are manifest. 

 

 Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal to you how He wants you to apply this lesson to your 
daily life, so that you become more like Jesus in heart, mind and deed. 
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PRAYER: 
 

 Father, I thank You that today you have revealed to me the reasons that healing 
does not manifest. I ask that you would reveal any blockages to complete 
wholeness in my life and set me free. Help me always to speak out words of life 
which line up with Your word and which bring healing to me and to others. Make 
me a powerful source of healing for Your Glory, Oh Lord. I am excited about us 
partnering together in Your healing ministry. Thank You for such an awesome 
privilege Father. Amen. 
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PHYSICAL HEALING SCRIPTURES – JOYCE MEYER2 
 
All Bible references are from The Amplified Bible. 
 
Many people believe that God is able to heal them but they aren’t sure whether He will 
heal them. If that’s you, then I want to encourage you to carefully read each of these 
scriptures. Notice how much God wants to heal His children. You don’t have to do 
something to earn His love or His healing touch—just believe what He says and do what 
He tells you to do. 
 
Start by speaking these verses aloud. Meditate on them. Believe them. That’s how we 
release God’s power to heal—by speaking His Word and trusting His ability and His 
willingness to heal all of our diseases. 
 
Psalm 103:1-3 - BLESS (AFFECTIONATELY, gratefully praise) the Lord, O my soul; and 
all that is [deepest] within me, bless His holy name! Bless (affectionately, gratefully praise) 
the Lord, O my soul, and forget not [one of] all His benefits — Who forgives [every one 
of] all your iniquities, Who heals [each one of] all your diseases. 
 
Psalm 118:17 - I shall not die but live, and shall declare the works and recount the 
illustrious acts of the Lord. 
 
Psalm 147:3 - He heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds [curing their pains 
and their sorrows]. 
 
Proverbs 4:20-22 - My son, attend to my words; consent and submit to my sayings. Let 
them not depart from your sight; keep them in the center of your heart. For they are life 
to those who find them, healing and health to all their flesh. 
 
Exodus 23:25 - You shall serve the Lord your God; He shall bless your bread and water, 
and will take sickness from your midst. 
 
Proverbs 3:7-8 - Be not wise in your own eyes; reverently fear and worship the Lord and 
turn [entirely] away from evil. It shall be health to your nerves and sinews, and marrow 
and moistening to your bones. 
 
Jeremiah 17:14 - Heal me, O Lord, and I shall be healed; save me, and I shall be saved, 
for You are my praise. 
 
Matthew 9:20-22 - And behold, a woman who had suffered from a flow of blood for twelve 
years came up behind Him and touched the fringe of His garment; for she kept saying to 
herself, If I only touch His garment, I shall be restored to health. Jesus turned around and, 
seeing her, He said, Take courage, daughter! Your faith has made you well. And at once 
the woman was restored to health. 
 
3 John 1:2 - Beloved, I pray that you may prosper in every way and [that your body] may 
keep well, even as [I know] your soul keeps well and prospers. 
 

                                                           
2 Taken from “Joyce Meyer Ministries - Physical Healing Scriptures” at:  
https://www.joycemeyer.org/content/downloads/PhysicalHealingScriptures.pdf 

https://www.joycemeyer.org/content/downloads/PhysicalHealingScriptures.pdf
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Mark 16:17-18 - And these attesting signs will accompany those who believe: in My name 
they will drive out demons; they will speak in new languages; they will pick up serpents; 
and [even] if they drink anything deadly, it will not hurt them; they will lay their hands on 
the sick, and they will get well. 
 
Matthew 4:23-24 - And He went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and 
preaching the good news (Gospel) of the kingdom, and healing every disease and every 
weakness and infirmity among the people. So the report of Him spread throughout all 
Syria, and they brought Him all who were sick, those afflicted with various diseases and 
torments, those under the power of demons, and epileptics, and paralyzed people, and 
He healed them. 
 
Matthew 8:16-17 - When evening came, they brought to Him many who were under the 
power of demons, and He drove out the spirits with a word and restored to health all who 
were sick. And thus He fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah, He Himself took 
[in order to carry away] our weaknesses and infirmities and bore away our diseases. 
 
James 5:14-15 - Is anyone among you sick? He should call in the church elders (the 
spiritual guides). And they should pray over him, anointing him with oil in the Lord’s name. 
And the prayer [that is] of faith will save him who is sick, and the Lord will restore him; 
and if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven. 
 

Confession for physical healing: “I know that it’s God’s will for me to 
be healthy and whole. I praise the Lord and thank Him for healing all 

of my diseases as I put my faith and trust in Him.” 


