
Built to Serve
Introduction
The bird dog’s name is Lucky, but there’s no luck involved in the way she finds birds. She 
was built to do it. She’s fast, and she hears every rustle and snapped twig around her. Her 
eyes catch flickers of movement that human hunters miss. Her spectacular nose maps the 
landscape with a range of scents that we humans can’t even imagine. And then, without any 
warning, she’ll stop cold. Her entire body lines up perfectly to send a solitary message: “The 
bird is right there!” When Lucky does that, you better be ready for things to happen.

It is pure pleasure to watch a dog like Lucky hunt. You see a creature doing exactly what she 
is made to do. Generations of breeding, and years of training and practice, combine to equip 
her perfectly for this task. It’s not that it’s effortless—she’s working hard every minute. But for 
Lucky, hunting birds is never laborious, never a chore; you don’t have to drag her out of the 
kennel in the morning. She hunts for the sheer love of it. It obviously gives her joy to do what 
she is made to do and it gives us joy to watch her do it.

Getting to the Heart
We all know the pleasure of well-made things doing what they were made to do. It can be as 
simple as a tool that fits the job just perfectly. Maybe you’ve admired the engineering of an 
exceptional car that seamlessly combines form and function. Mathematicians even talk about 
some equations being “elegant,” by which they mean both true and beautifully constructed. 
When something works the way it’s supposed to work, it’s useful and beautiful at the same 
time.

And you? What are you built to do? God has made each of us with different talents, different 
skills, and different jobs to do. Some are stronger, some are smarter, some are braver, some 
make things grow, some figure things out. It’s not about having some single, special thing 
that you are “the best” at, but simply the fact that each of us is constructed with a particular 
set of God-given talents and skills. Some of these traits are honed by practice and others are 
hard-wired into our nature. When you do the things you are made to do, it’s both useful to the 
people around you and beautiful to the God who made you.

However, not even all the talents and skills in the world can make us immune to sin. No matter 
which gifts God gives to us, Satan will try to worm his way into each and every one of them. 
You might be the savviest businessman in your office, but you fall prey to the lure of power 
and greed, stepping all over your co-workers as you climb the corporate ladder. If you’re 
fortunate enough to use your God-given talents in a lucrative profession, but are selfish with 
your time and money, who are you really serving? 
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Not one of us has the traits we need to be perfect. We are all marred by sin. In all of time, there 
has only been one man who was built to walk this Earth as a perfect man. Our spotless Savior, 
Jesus Christ, took all of our sins—the boastfulness, selfishness, and jealousy—and nailed them 
to Calvary’s cross. (Read 2 Corinthians 5:21.) Because of his forgiveness, we can use our skills 
and talents for the righteous purposes that God intends. 

And remember, your traits are not there just for your own enjoyment or enrichment. 
Those things are there for a purpose, for the benefit of your family, neighbors, co-workers, 
community, and even strangers. When you are doing what God designed you to do, you are 
serving others.

When you look at it that way, the service of a Christian is not some extra obligation that God 
piles on top of the ordinary duties of your daily life. God says, “By love serve one another” 
(Galatians 5:13). He’s telling you to be who you are in Christ, to do what He created you to do. 
He’s urging you to deploy your talents and exercise your skills with energy and determination. 
Clearly that doesn’t mean it’s going to be easy or effortless. But, when you remember that you 
have been made by God and redeemed in Christ, no one will have to drag you out of your 
kennel in the morning, either. Serving each other is what Christians are made to do; we do it 
for the sheer love of it.

Taking It Home (Father’s Day)
Think about how God has made you. He has given you just the right talents and abilities to 
be a father, grandfather, uncle, brother, or son. And remember this: as a man of God, you have 
been reborn in Jesus Christ and called to serve the people God has put around you. Don’t let 
sin get in the way. They need the strength, or the skill, or the thinking, or the courage that God 
has given to you. 

Today, each of you will receive a (name the Built to Serve gift you will distribute). Let this gift 
remind you always to be joyful in doing what you were made to do.

Taking It Home (Men’s Ministry)
Think about how God has made you. You probably have more talents and abilities than you 
even realize. Whatever your job, whatever your skill set, in Jesus Christ you are reborn and 
trained to serve the people God has put around you. Don’t let sin get in the way. They need 
the strength, or the skill, or the thinking, or the courage that God has given to you.

Today, each of you will receive a (name the Built to Serve gift you will distribute). Let this gift 
remind you always to be joyful in doing what you were made to do.


