
He is the Rock, his works are perfect, and all his ways are just.
A faithful God who does no wrong, upright and just is he.
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Important Dates:
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Smile!Smile!
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BULLETIN CORRECTION

Sunday’s bulletin included this note: “Last week the 
church bulletin informed you about this month’s 
salad luncheon for women. It read, ‘Lunch will be gin 
at 12:15.’ Please note this correction, ‘Lunch will be 
served at noon and there will be NO gin!’ ”

Pause
What pictures come to mind when you think of the Lord as “the Rock”? When has he been 
your Rock, a place of refuge for you?

Ponder
Alcatraz Island is often called, “The Rock.” The prison began as a military installation and 
eventually became a place where many of the most notorious civilian criminals did hard time. 
The cold waters of San Francisco Bay, combined with state-of-the-art security measures, 
made escape all but impossible. 

In the twenty-nine years the federal prison on Alcatraz was in operation, thirty-six prisoners 
made fourteen escape attempts. All but three detainees were killed or recaptured. Prison 
offi cials believe the three who disappeared were lost at sea; their bodies were never found. 

It’s hard to imagine anyone thinking of Alcatraz as a refuge. Every convict sent there dreamed 
about escaping. This was one rock no one embraced.

How different is our faithful God! This Rock is our plan of escape! He is the one to whom we 
fl ee in times of trouble. As Moses preached his last sermon to God’s people more than three 
thousand years ago, he made this point abundantly clear:

He is the Rock, his works are perfect, and all his ways are just. 
A faithful God who does no wrong, upright and just is he.

Sounds inviting, doesn’t it? Until we remember our sins, that is. If God is just, if he does no 
wrong, we need to rethink our getaway plans. We justly deserve divine punishment for our 
rebellion, for our repeated offenses against each of the Ten Commandments. 

If you’re thinking that, you’re right—and wrong at the same time. In justice, Jesus died for our 
crimes against heaven, for our failures to love God and those around us, for our dishonesty, our 
cursing, our prayerlessness, and our failures to worship sincerely, from the heart.

Jesus died for us. Therefore, God can—in perfect justice—welcome us home to himself! He 
can forgive and receive us. He can help and shelter us. It’s great news! With whom will you 
share it today?

Prayer Starter
Lord Jesus, you are my Rock, my 
stronghold! Open my eyes to those 
around me who need to hear this today. 
Then, put your Word in my mouth as I 
share your promise with them . . .
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