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WITNESS COMBINES THE 
VISCERAL POWER OF 
DOCUMENTARY FILM WITH
THE COURAGE OF LOCAL
HUMAN RIGHTS ACTIVISTS TO
GENERATE ACTION ON BEHALF
OF MILLIONS OF PEOPLE. 
WITNESS PROVIDES A VOICE
TO HUMAN RIGHTS ADVOCATES
SILENCED BY GOVERNMENT-
IMPOSED BARRIERS. 



WITNESS PROVIDES ITS
PARTNERS, HUMAN RIGHTS
ACTIVISTS IN MORE THAN 
50 COUNTRIES, WITH VIDEO 
CAMERAS, PORTABLE EDITING
EQUIPMENT, AND THE TRAINING
TO TAKE FULL ADVANTAGE 
OF THE POWER OF VIDEO
TECHNOLOGY.



2 WITNESS, however, is more than a provider of 
technology and training. 

WITNESS works with its Partners to devise and 
implement strategic advocacy campaigns to build
on the power of the documentary film to reach a 
wide range of activists, journalists, and 
policy-makers. 

WITNESS Partner-produced video has been used: 
• as evidence in legal proceedings; 
• to produce shadow reports for United Nations 

regional commissions that provide a counter
weight to official versions of a country’s human 
rights performance; 

• to conduct grassroots education and mobilization; 
• to corroborate allegations of human rights 

violations; 
• as a resource for news broadcasts; 
• to promote human rights advocacy via the world

wide web; and,
• to produce documentaries for broadcast on 

television and for grassroots distribution.

As WITNESS continues to grow, we are identifying
new techniques, tools and technologies to further
our mission. This report will identify some of these
new efforts, including a capacity-building pilot 
project in the Philippines and the development of
new educational tools that will allow WITNESS to
take its advocacy campaigns into high schools and
universities nationwide.
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WITNESS WORKS

WITNESS’ innovative strategy has already 
catalyzed change:

Thanks to the efforts of WITNESS and Mental
Disability Rights International (MDRI), the Mexican
government has promised to reform the treatment
of mentally ill and mentally retarded patients in
Mexico’s psychiatric facilities 

In many of Mexico’s psychiatric facilities, children
were shackled to their beds without rehabilitative
care. In most cases, once they were committed,
patients had little chance of being released.

MDRI was formed to fight these widespread human
rights abuses around the world. As part of their
efforts, MDRI shot footage of the gross neglect
and inhumane treatment of the psychiatric patients
using their WITNESS camera. 

MDRI sent its footage to the Inter-American Comm-
ission on Human Rights, prompting this important
organization to make note of Mexico’s record on
human rights abuses in psychiatric facilities in its
annual report.

Thanks to WITNESS’ extensive network and experi-
ence working with the media, MDRI’s campaign was
ultimately reported on ABC’s 20/20, CNN and
Telemundo. In response to growing public outrage
prompted by this television coverage, the Mexican
government appointed an MDRI Board member to
serve on a four-person panel charged with making
official recommendations for reforming psychiatric
institutions.

To maintain pressure on the Mexican government,
MDRI and WITNESS edited the original footage into
Forgotten People, a short video narrated by Susan
Sarandon and broadcast globally online as one of
our "WITNESS Rights Alerts." The video includes
appeals to viewers to contact the Mexican govern-
ment with demands that it fulfill its pledge to
increase community-based living for its mentally ill
and retarded citizens.

And the MDRI video could have far-reaching effects
for the ill or mentally retarded in other countries. 
It has been incorporated into a training video for
U.S. State Depart-ment officials about reporting on
abuses of people with psychiatric illness or mental
retardation, and was featured prominently at the
World Health Organization’s annual event in 2001.



4 Our NGO partners are the most powerful component
of the WITNESS strategy. They are on the frontline
of the fight to establish and expand human rights
protections.  Once trained in the use of video tech-
nology, our Partners take the lead on the produc-
tion and advocacy process. They frame the issues,
shape the stories, develop advocacy strategies,
target the audiences, and act on their plans. 

WITNESS’ role is to help our Partners develop 
the tools they need to raise the visibility of their 
organizations and issues.

Experience has taught us that our strongest 
partnerships are those initiated by local groups. 
As a result, we do not solicit applications for part-
nerships, preferring instead to respond to those
groups who reach out to us.

In the last year, WITNESS received and reviewed
forty new applications for partnerships and video
equipment. Of these forty applications, we forged
ten new partnerships and provided more sophisti-
cated technology to seven of our existing partners. 

WITNESS MOST POWERFUL
WEAPON: OUR PARTNERS

OUR NEWEST PARTNERSHIPS

Burma Humanitarian Mission (BHM), USA 
BHM consists of human rights and environmental
activists committed to supporting the peoples of
Burma in their struggle for democracy and freedom.

Columbia Law School Human Rights Clinic, USA
The Human Rights Clinic at Columbia University
Law School (part of the Human Rights Institute) is
pioneering a new model of human rights education
that combines in-class instruction in human rights
law with actual practice on advocacy projects. 

Comité de Emergencia Garífuna de Honduras,
HONDURAS 
The Comité promotes sustainable development,
community empowerment, democratic participation
and reconstruction of the Garífuna ethnic group in
the aftermath of Hurricane Mitch and the subse-
quent "land grabs" that have forced this community
off of its territory.

Institute for Human Rights and Development 
in Africa, THE GAMBIA 
This Gambian-based pan-African organization 
provides training in the investigation, preparation
and presentation of human rights violations cases
before the African Commission. It also serves as
counsel for individuals and NGOs, litigating their
cases against states parties before the African
Commission. 



5Jamaicans United Against Police Brutality, USA 
This group strives to raise international awareness
of state-supported executions committed by the
Jamaican police, and to pressure the Jamaican
government to end this practice.

Nah We Yone, USA 
Nah We Yone ("It belongs to us") provides food,
clothes, connection with services and social support
to Sierra Leonian refugees. This organization offers
advocacy services and psychological support to
the numerous refugees detained in INS centers. 

NAKAMATA, PHILLIPINES
NAKAMATA is a coalition of Philippine peoples’
organizations in Mindanao working to promote the
rights and the ancestral land claims of indigenous
peoples.

People's Watch, Tamil Nadu, INDIA 
People's Watch works in many districts of Tamil
Nadu to monitor custodial and other police abuses,
torture cases and other egregious human rights
violations. They have also begun implementing
human rights curricula in schools. The organization
works on social justice issues for Dalits (so-called
"untouchables"), and are leaders in the effort to
put caste discrimination on the international agenda.

Revolutionary Association of the Women of
Afghanistan (RAWA), PAKISTAN
RAWA is a women’s organization fighting for freedom
and equality for Afghan women. They document vio-
lations of women’s rights, provide schooling, voca-
tional training and medical attention to women in
Afghanistan and in the neighboring refugee camps
of Pakistan.

Roma Center for Social Intervention and Studies
(Romani CRISS), ROMANIA 
Romani CRISS combines civic activism with the
creation and implementation of public policy pro-
grams for the benefit of the local Roma community
to ensure that their rights are respected.

Vanangna, INDIA
Vanangna works in the Bundelkhand region of
Uttar Pradesh to empower women by helping them
acquire technical skills and secure self-employment
and income; to ensure regenerated water resources;
and to undertake land development. Vanangna is
currently working on issues of violence against
women by providing training on legal issues for
field workers and by offering legal counseling 
and support.



6 Asociación Entre Amigos (Asociación
Salvadorena de Desarrollo Integral para Minorias
Sexuales),
EL SALVADOR
Entre Amigos (Between Friends), based out of San
Salvador, is an organization providing sex education
to the gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender com-
munity, as well as the wider public. This organiza-
tion has also spoken out about human rights viola-
tions against sexual minorities, and the failure of
the authorities to investigate such abuses.

Asociación para la Promoción Social Alternativa
(MINGA), COLOMBIA 
MINGA, which means "collective work project" in
the indigenous language, was founded in 1992
and is dedicated to representing political prisoners
and families of victims of violence. MINGA works
to protect and promote basic human rights by
engaging in four projects: legal advice and repre-
sentation, investigation, community education and
media relations. Its work has tended to be focused
in the three rural provinces of Colombia: Ocaña,
Catatumbo and south of Cesar.

TECHNOLOGY UPGRADES FOR
EXISTING PARTNERSHIPS

Burma Issues (BI), BURMA 
BI has offices in Bangkok and Mae Sot, in
Northern Thailand near the Burmese border.
Human rights advocates and community organizers
in the U.S. and Thailand formed the organization
during the 1988 Coup d’Etat. Since then, they have
worked together to publicize civil war, oppression,
and human rights education for Burmese communi-
ties facing severe repression. They are considered
among the leading sources of reliable documenta-
tion within Burma.

Columbia Law School Human Rights Clinic, USA
The Human Rights Clinic (part of the Human Rights
Instit-ute) at Columbia University Law School is 
pioneering a new model of human rights education
that combines in-class instruction in human rights
law with actual practice on advocacy projects.

Comite Interinstitucional de Derechos Humanos
(CIDH), BOLIVIA 
An umbrella organization of human rights NGOs
based in Cochabamba, Bolivia, CIDH is addressing
a range of rights abuses in the region, including
the implementation of the war on drugs and its
impact on local farmers in an atmosphere of
repression and rights abuses by the military/
police, and on increased incarceration under 
US-sponsored penal laws.



7Handicapés Sans Frontiers (HSF), GABON
Founded in 1994, HSF defends the interests of
disabled people of all nationalities living in Gabon.
Its main objectives are to fight against the social
exclusion of disabled individuals and to defend the
rights of silent minorities and indigenous peoples. 

Rencontre Africaine pour la Défense des Droits
de l’Homme (RADDHO), SENEGAL 
RADDHO was formed in 1990 to promote, protect
and defend human rights in Africa. The organization
works towards realizing the rule of law and demo-
cratic tolerance by coordinating conferences, con-
ducting field investigations, and publishing reports.
Its refugee work focuses on the legal and social
protection of refugees residing in both refugee
camps and in urban settings. RADDHO has carried
out investigative missions in refugee camps in
Senegal, the Gambia and Guinea-Bissau to monitor
the conditions and ensure the enforcement of
human rights.

Each new Partnership WITNESS accepts requires
resources. The technical packages themselves
cost $3,000, in addition to the more substantial
cost of training and supporting each Partner in its
incorporation of video into advocacy campaigns. 
In order to continually expand our Partnership
base, additional resources and staff are necessary.



8 WITNESS believes that furnishing NGO Partners
with video cameras is not enough. To help each
Partner group maximize the potential of the video
camera, WITNESS provides training for the full
range of video production skills: camera basics,
interviewing techniques, editing, post-production,
and the development and implementation of video
advocacy plans. 

In the past year, WITNESS staff and volunteers
have conducted on-location training programs for
partners in Pakistan and Honduras. Additionally,
the WITNESS Program Coordinator traveled to
Thailand to train partners from Cambodia, Nepal
and Burma. Partners from Bolivia, Sierra Leone,
and Argentina received strategic and technical
training in camera operating at the WITNESS office. 

In January 2001, we convened a combined editing
("post-production") training and video advocacy
workshop with Joey Lozano of the Philippines.
During his two-week stay, Joey produced a video
entitled ‘The Road to Pineapple.’ Due to the success
of this training, we replicated the model with the
Equipo Argentino de Antropología Forense 
of Argentina.

In July 2001, we hosted our first group training on 
editing at the Columbia University Interactive Design
Lab. WITNESS Partners participating in the program
included the National Coalition for Haitian Rights,
The Kensington Welfare Rights Union, Nah Weh
Yone, and an anonymous Partner that documents
the recruitment and abduction of child soldiers
worldwide.

WITNESS PROVIDES PARTNERS
WITH TRAINING, SUPPORT
AND NETWORKING
CAMERA, EDITING AND 
POST-PRODUCTION TRAINING

STRATEGIC ADVOCACY TRAINING
AND NETWORKING

An important part of the WITNESS mission is to
help our Partners develop and implement strategic
media and advocacy campaigns to exploit the power
of their documentaries. 

In addition to assisting with the strategic planning
process, WITNESS makes available to our Partners
our extensive network of human rights activists,
academics, and journalists. We have established
Partnerships with over 150 human rights organiza-
tions in 50 countries worldwide. 

We are developing alliances with the United
Students Against Sweatshops (USAS), United
Nations Association of America (UNA), (UNITE!),
and Amnesty USA. With these new relationships,
local chapters of these national organizations will
be able to learn about and use WITNESS training
material and existing productions in their own
human rights efforts.

Additionally, WITNESS staff participates in human
rights-related conferences, workshops and panel
discussions to introduce the organization, its mis-
sion and Partners to an ever expanding network. 
In 2001 alone, we made over 50 presentations at
universities and colleges, and at human rights film
screenings and conferences.

In our ongoing effort to bring WITNESS to new
audiences, we also present our work at documen-
tary panels and workshops worldwide, including
Hot Docs (Toronto, Canada), the Sundance Film
Festival (Utah), BANFF (Banff, Canada), the
Doubletake Summer Documentary Institute (North
Carolina), Amnesty International’s Annual General
Meeting (Tennessee), and the Global Visions Film
Festival (Edmonton, Canada).
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WITNESS ON-AIR

ON-LINE WEBCAST

EVEN THE MOST
COMPELLING
FOOTAGE IN
THE WORLD IS
POWERLESS 
IF NO ONE CAN
WATCH IT.

WITNESS provides our partners a guaranteed online
broadcast platform through our regular web broad-
cast of WITNESS Rights Alert, a series produced
by WITNESS and broadcast at www.witness.org
and on Apple's Quick-Time TV and Real Networks.
WITNESS Rights Alerts are powerful advocacy tools.

Hosted by celebrity supporters and relevant
activists including Susan Sarandon, Tim Robbins,
Q-Tip, Michael Stipe, Lou Reed, and Peter Gabriel,
these features are one of the primary means by
which WITNESS promotes widespread participation
in the fight for human rights. Our website now
receives an average of 1 million hits per month.

Thanks to the power of the Internet, individuals
who come to the WITNESS website to watch these
original web-documentaries can also act on what
they’ve just seen. Each web-documentary includes
interactive opportunities empowering viewers to
email those in power to demand action to end
human rights abuses. 



10 EXPELLED
WITNESS and the Columbia University Human Rights Law Clinic teamed up with the National
Coalition for Haitian Rights to produce a video that documents the Dominican Government’s
practice of illegal expulsions of people of Haitian descent who live in the Dominican Republic.
In March 2001, the video was screened before the UN Human Rights Committee, when it
reviewed the Dominican Government’s official report on its human rights record. In May 2001,
the video was released as a Rights Alert, introduced online by acclaimed Haitian author,
Edwige Danticat. It calls for pressure on the Dominican government to recognize and remedy
the problem of mass expulsions. A screening guide is being developed to accompany the video.

PALESTINIAN ARAB CITIZENS OF ISRAEL: A CASE STUDY OF DISCRIMINATION
Produced by WITNESS in collaboration with its Nazareth-based partner, The Arab Association
for Human Rights, documents a range of civil rights violations by the State of Israel against
its Arab citizens. Discriminatory policies and practices addressed by the video include: the
unequal allocation of state funds per capita for Arab towns and villages, as well as denial
of basic utilities for Arab villages unrecognized by the State. In the coming year, it will be
broadcast as a Rights Alert on the WITNESS website, highlighting opportunities for viewers
to take action.

POSTCARD FROM PEJE
Produced in collaboration with filmmaker Mark Landsman and Balkan Sunflowers. 
This moving video postcard was created by a group of ethnic Albanian teenagers from the
Kosovarian city of Peje, who came together just one year after the Serbian withdrawal from
Kosovo to share their experiences during and after the war. 

REFUGE?
WITNESS partner Rencontre Africaine pour la Défense des Droits de l’Homme (RADDHO)
worked at the WITNESSS editing facility in New York to produce a video about the dismal
living conditions of refugees in Senegal. The video, accompanying a report prepared by staff
at the Lawyers Comm-ittee for Human Rights and RADDHO, was screened a meeting of UN
Human Rights Commission in Geneva in October. The Commission recognized the report
and video as offering "the best idea for a new independent monitoring mechanism to ensure
state accountability." It has been broadcast as a Rights Alert, including opportunities for
Internet and television viewers to take action on this issue. 

VIDEOS PRODUCED AND BROADCAST
AT WWW.WITNESS.ORG THIS YEAR



11RISE: REVOLUTIONARY WOMEN RE-ENVISIONING AFGHANISTAN

Shot by members of the Revolutionary Association of the Women of Afghanistan (RAWA)
using both a regular and WITNESS hidden camera, this video documents the lives of
Afghans, particularly women, under Taliban rule and during the recent American-led military
campaign. The video puts current events into focus by depicting the lives of women in
Afghanistan over the past decade and raising challenging questions about their future.
RAWA members interview refugees, victims of factional fighting as well as residents who
witnessed the recent bombings of civilian homes. Playwright Eve Ensler hosts ‘Rise’ and
excerpts of the video will air on PBS’ ‘World at Large’ in July.

RULE OF THE GUN IN SUGARLAND
Produced by Philippine WITNESS partner Joey Lozano in collaboration with the NAKAMATA
coalition. The video documents in chilling detail a period of three months when three indigenous
leaders were murdered, others were attacked, and a village was razed as coalition members
peacefully and legally pursued ancestral land claims on the island of Mindanao in the
Philippines. Their footage has so far been shown on the top Philippine investigative TV 
program, and was provided as evidence to investigators.

THE SOUL EATERS
Examines the challenges facing women in Western Africa who are held responsible for
unexplained deaths in their communities, and are accused of engaging in witchcraft and
sorcery. In Burkina Faso, a "soul eater" is typically a woman who is past childbearing age,
who may not have children, who exhibits behavior that is somehow "socially unacceptable."
Driven from their villages, often with no place to go, these women are marginalized from
society, and many are never able to return to their homes. This video was shot by members
of the Mouvement Burkinabe des Droits de l'Homme et des Peuples.

YOUTH INTERRUPTED 
Youth Interrupted with music by Geoffrey Oryema, explores the legacy of genocide in Rwanda.
Six years later, 5,000 individuals are imprisoned who were under the age of fourteen at the
time of their involvement with the killings. This video raises the question of how justice and
rehabilitation can be combined for juveniles who participated in the genocide. Produced in
collaboration with the Coalition Against the Use of Child Soldiers, the action component
includes letters to the relevant ministers in the Rwandan government, calling on them to
expedite the process of rehabilitation and release of incarcerated and detained minors.



Both films are being distributed for international
broadcast, and are being distributed to advocacy
groups worldwide with comprehensive screening
guides to educate viewers about the issues and
the action they can take to address them.

WorldLink TV and Free Speech TV, both progressive
networks that reach over 15 million viewers in the
U.S. -- also broadcast our Partner videos, which we
have combined into thematic 30 minute program-
ming blocks. Their broadcasts have increased 
traffic to our website, thereby strengthening web
activism associated with partner issues.  

Television Trust for the Environment (TVE), a non-
profit film production and distribution company
based in the United Kingdom, has partnered with
WITNESS to develop TV programming on civil society
and human rights issues in the Asia-Pacific region. 

In 2001, WITNESS and its Partners were also fea-
tured on BBC, CNN, Democracy Now! and CBS
Evening News. 

12 A collaborative relationship with Oxygen’s cable 
television network, WITNESS and several of its
Partners has resulted in the broadcast of two 
WITNESS documentaries on U.S. cable networks.

WITNESS ON-AIR 
ON TELEVISION

BEHIND THE LABELS: GARMENT WORKERS ON U.S. SAIPAN
Narrated by WITNESS Board member Susan Sarandon, premiered on U.S. national television
on the Oxygen Cable Network in September 2001. The documentary portrays the personal
stories of garment workers on the U.S. territory of Saipan where the primarily female work-
force labors in conditions of indentured servitude to produce clothes for The Gap, J. Crew,
Polo and other major retail corporations.

OPERATION FINE GIRL: RAPE USED AS A WEAPON OF WAR IN SIERRA LEONE 
Featuring music by WITNESS founder Peter Gabriel, documents the hidden yet pervasive
strategic use of rape as a weapon in the ongoing war in Sierra Leone. This documentary
aired on the Oxygen Cable Network in December 2001 and is now being distributed
throughout Sierra Leone in the native language of Krio.



"THIS CAMERA
MEANS THAT
SOMEONE IN
THIS WORLD
CARES ABOUT
US, ABOUT OUR
STRUGGLE.
THIS CAMERA
MEANS THAT
WE ARE NOT
ALONE."
Datu (chief) Makapukauw
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WHAT IS NEXT FOR WITNESS?

CAPACITY BUILDING

WITNESS has embarked on a new and exciting effort
to expand the capacity of our local Partners to initi-
ate their own video production and advocacy train-
ing programs for other local regional organizations.  

Our pilot project for this new challenge – with
Philippine-based Partner Joey Lozano – is off to 
a strong start. As the first local coordinator for
WITNESS projects, Lozano is responsible for initial
screening of applicant organizations, as well as
equipping and training two local groups in the first
year with WITNESS cameras and training materials.
He began this project by selecting and supporting
the work of NAKAMATA, a consortium of Philippine
organizations that promote the rights of 
indigenous peoples.  

He could not have known how timely the choice of 
NAKAMATA would be.



14 NAKAMATA partners have historically been brutally
attacked for exercising their legal rights to file
ancestral land claims, which are protected under
the 1997 "The Indigenous Peoples Rights Act"
enacted by the Philippine Congress. Influential 
settlers who violently evicted lumads (indigenous
tribe people in Mindanao) in the past, have now
resorted to increased violence to keep the law
from taking effect.

In August 2001, WITNESS and Lozano provided
NAKAMATA with a digital video camera. The video
camera was acc-epted in a traditional ceremony 
at sunrise by Datu (chief) Makapukauw who said:
"this camera means that someone in this world
cares about us, about our struggle. Seeing this
camera here today means that we are not alone."
Lozano spent two weeks teaching camera and
video advocacy techniques to NAKAMATA activists.

Then a period of terror began for NAKAMATA. 
Its activists were targeted in a string of events
over a 3-month period. A NAKAMATA cheiftain was
stabbed to death, other lumads were ambushed
and shot to death, their homes were riddled with
bullets, and an entire NAKAMATA village - 14
homes - was razed to the ground.

Lozano and NAKAMATA used the WITNESS camera
to film the site of the attacks, the last words of
one of the murdered men, and the bloody crime
scene moments after the attacks. It was the only
visual evidence of what had happened.

Initially, the police were unwilling to take measures
to protect the lives of NAKAMATA members, and
refused to conduct a thorough investigation. 
With the emergency support to keep Joey and
NAKAMATA going during this very demoralizing and
critical period, WITNESS and its supporters were
able to pursue an unrelenting advocacy campaign,
amassing a groundswell of pressure through peti-
tions, the Internet and media attention including
an article in the influential Philippine Daily Inquirer. 

By November 2001, our efforts had forced an
inquiry by National Bureau of Investigation and a
TV segment on the NAKAMATA situation, using the
WITNESS camera’s on-the-spot footage, by the
"Probe Team" – equivalent to CBS’s 60 Minutes 
in the U.S.

Footage of the incidents is being used as evidence
in the ongoing murder investigation. Lozano also
edited it into an 11-minute video to support advoca-
cy for indigenous rights in the Philippines. In mid-
January, Joey Lozano and NAKAMATA developed a
Rights Alert video, ‘Rule of the Gun in Sugarland'
with this footage, documenting the attacks. 
The video on our website is accompanied by an
"ACT NOW" section to support NAKAMATA by urging
accountability and continued investigation into
attacks upon them.
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TRAINING THE NEXT 
GENERATION OF LEADERS

BOOKS NOT BARS ON-SITE TRAINING FOR 
YOUNG LEADERS

WITNESS believes that it is essential to educate
young people about human rights and empower
them to make changes within their communities.
That’s why WITNESS recently partnered with the
Ella Baker Center for Human Rights and the Rights
Now campaign of the Columbia University Law
School Human Rights Institute to produce an excit-
ing video for and about young people, called Books
Not Bars.

Books Not Bars documents the inspiring youth-led 
campaign in America to change the system that
over-incarcerates working class people and people
of color. With graphics by a designer for MTV and
hiphop music by Dead Prez, Books Not Bars is a
powerful tool for young leaders, teachers, community
organizers and others who want to educate rather
than incarcerate America’s youth, in a style that
speaks to high school students nationwide. 

To maximize the impact of Books Not Bars, WITNESS
and its partners developed a lesson plan for high
school educators that encourages students to think
about the practice of imprisoning youth within the
human rights framework. They are asked to explore
alternative options to detention. Books Not Bars
also comes with an ‘Action Pack’ that provides
inspiring examples of tangible ways to get involved
with the movement to reform the U.S. prison system.
Both the lesson plan and Action Pack are online at
www.witness.org to ensure that these valuable
tools reach the widest audience possible.

Over the last year, WITNESS has trained approxi-
mately 40 highly skilled, multilingual interns and
volunteers to use video for human rights advocacy. 



16 Central to WITNESS’ mission is its role to maintain
capa-city and familiarity with the latest technological
advances that might support video advocacy.
Collaboration with key players in the technology
arena helps partners bridge the technological gap,
and increase the exposure and visibility of WITNESS
and its partners’ advocacy.  

We are collaborating with a host of cutting-edge
institutions on innovative uses of new technology
to further our discussions about how to incorporate
the latest digital, electronic, cellular, and satellite
technology into human rights advocacy. 

STAYING ON TOP OF TECHNOLOGY

WITNESS has teamed up with Parsons School of
Design & Technology to develop ways to enhance
our WITNESS Rights Alert online features using the
"new" Internet ("Internet2"). I2 is a web streaming
technology that delivers broadcast quality video on
demand at 45,000 times the speed of the best
connections currently available. It therefore opens
up dynamic possibilities for interactive videos and
advocacy campaigns.

WITNESS is also working with Columbia University’s
Interactive Design Lab and the University’s Engin-
eering Department to secure funding to develop
more advanced digitized archival mechanisms, as
well as a prototype that establishes and maintains
a virtual archival database online, enabling part-
ners to digitize, upload and download their imagery
from remote locations.
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