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There is probably no ministry with the potential to bring 

more good, or to do more harm, than that of prophesying 

…. sharing a timely message from the heart of God to a 

person, or a group of people. Through the misuse of 

prophetic ministry, people may be misled, manipulated, and 

made to feel guilty, condemned, and confused. However, 

when prophetic ministry is Spirit-led, encouragement, 

strength, clarity, hope, life, and healing can be experienced. 

 

As a result, we desire to offer some simple safeguards for 

the proper functioning of prophetic ministry in a number of 

different settings, so that all may be blessed by this rich 

experience. 

 

NEWCOMER PROTOCOL 
 

As a newcomer, we first want to get to know YOU … not 

your gifts, not your abilities, not your anointings, but you! 

As such, we require that during your first three months with 

our local church family, that you refrain from exercising 

any ministry, whether it be planned, or spontaneous. We do 

this, for two reasons. First, because we want you to be sure 

that this is the right Church family for you. Second, 

because we want to know you well enough, so that we can 

honestly trust you, support you, and stand behind you, as 

you are released into ministry on behalf of this church. 

 

After three months, the following protocols apply: 

 

GENERAL PROTOCOLS 
 

1. All Prophetic Words Must Be Given With The 

Permission Of The Recipient 
 

 No person is under any obligation to receive 

prophetic ministry. It will be a blessing, but it 

should still be received voluntarily. 

 The recipient can, and is encouraged to, refuse a 

prophetic word, if the person does not honour our 

church prophetic protocols. 

 

2. All Prophetic Words Must Strengthen, 

Encourage, And Comfort 
 

 All prophetic words given should conform to the 

clear requirements of 1 Corinthians 14:3, “But 

everyone who prophesies speaks to men for their 

strengthening, encouragement and comfort.” 

 All prophetic words that are critical, judgmental, 

negative, or harsh are unacceptable. (1 Corinthians 

14:3,31) 

 Prophecy must not be used for scolding or lecturing 

people (Romans 8:1), or to publicly correct anyone, 

especially leaders. (Romans 13:1-5; 1 Peter 2:17; 

Judges 8-9). 

 All prophetic words should reflect the heart of 

Jesus, and be used to build up the person, ministry, 

or church. (1 Corinthians 14:4; Revelation 19:10). 

 

3. All Prophetic Words Must Be Given In Love 
 

 Let the love of God motivate you, and let love be 

your aim (2 Corinthians 5:14; 1 Corinthians 13:1-3; 

14:1). 

 Refrain from ministering to someone who has 

wounded you, until you are completely healed. 

 

4. All Prophetic Words Must Be Tested By The 

Bible, And Judged By Others 
 

 No prophetic word should contradict the clear 

teachings and doctrines of the Bible (1 Corinthians 

4:2) 

 Use phrases like: “This is what I saw ...”, “This is 

what I felt ...”, “This is what I sensed ...”, “I feel or 

believe the Lord is saying …”. Please do not use 

phrases like “Thus saith the Lord …”, “God told 

me …” (1 Corinthians 13:9). 

 In addition to the Bible, when a prophetic word is 

given, it should be judged according to the 

following procedure: 

 Non-Directional: If it is a word that only 

strengthens, encourages, or comforts, but is 

non-directional, it should be judged according 

to the “inner witness” of the Holy Spirit by the 

recipient. 

 Directional: If it is a word that gives direction, 

it is of a pastoral nature, and so should also be 

witnessed by a leader, or submitted to a leader 

on paper or audio recording for their prayerful 

discernment (Romans 8:14). Examples of 

directional words are “I see you working with 

orphans” and “I believe God is calling you to 

deliverance ministry”. 

 Leadership Calling: If it is a word that is 

directional and points to a five-fold or 

leadership ministry, it should not be spoken to 

the person, but instead only communicated to 

the leaders, for them to discern and share (1 

Timothy 4:14). 

 Do not prophecy concerning courtship, marriages, 

pregnancies, births, deaths, etc., nor specific times, 

such as “In three months …” or “before Christmas 

…” (Acts 1:7). 

 

5. All Prophetic Words Should Speak To A 

Person’s Potential, And Minister Life And 

Health To Them 
 

 Prophetic words should be ministered in faith, and 

focused on the person’s potential. (Jeremiah 29:11). 

 Prophetic words should minister life into a person’s 

situation, not magnify the problem. (James 3:10; 

Proverbs 18:21). 

 Prophetic words should be clear and easy to 

understand. An unclear word creates confusion (1 

Corinthians 14:33,40). 

 Prophetic words should minister health, not 

sickness. If you receive a word about a sickness in 

the person, do not declare the sickness. Instead, ask 



them if they have experienced any sickness lately. 

If they say “Yes”, then ask which illness, and then 

declare healing for them. If they say “No”, then 

pray continued health over them. Do not neglect 

praying for healing, when a person confirms a 

sickness. (James 3:10; Proverbs 18:21). 

 

6. All Prophetic Words Should Be Shared Exactly 

As Received, And Should Not Include Any 

Interpretation As To Application. 
 

 Interpretation of a prophetic word should be left to 

the recipient and the church leaders. 

 Share briefly and concisely what the Lord has 

spoken to you, and do not enter into a dialogue with 

the person (Ezekiel 13:17), nor give counsel such 

as “I think you should …” or “You need to …”. Do 

not create pressure for people to perform. (Romans 

8:14, 2 Timothy 1:7). 

 Avoid preaching, praying or counseling under the 

guise of prophesying. 
 Prophetic words should be void of personal 

opinions, prejudices, moods, attitudes, frustrations 

and legalism. Share only what the Lord is saying to 

you. (1 Corinthians 14:32). 

 

7. All Prophetic Words Should Treat The 

Recipient With Dignity And Respect 
 

 Treat the person with respect and gentleness, as you 

minister to them. (2 Corinthians 10:1). 

 Do not put your hand(s) on a person unless you 

first get their permission. (1 Peter 2:17). 

 Prophetic words should be ministered with passion, 

but without yelling or harshness. (1 Corinthians 

14:40). 

 

 

 

 

PROTOCOLS FOR CORPORATE SETTINGS / 

WORSHIP SERVICES 
 

1. All Corporate Prophetic Words Should Be 

Submitted To The Worship Interpreter / 

Facilitator For That Meeting 
 

 Corporate prophetic words, whether for a person, or 

for the whole congregation, should be submitted to 

the leader in charge of the worship service, for 

them to judge and determine the best time to 

present them to the group, either by them, or, with 

their approval, by you. 

 

2. All Corporate Prophetic Words Should Exalt 

Jesus And Flow With His Purposes For The 

Meeting 
 

 Corporate prophetic words should not be used to 

gain approval or attention for yourself, but instead 

point to the Lord and give Him glory. (Matthew 

23:14, Romans 15:6, Galatians 1:10; 1 

Thessalonians 2:4). 

 Corporate prophetic words must be in tune with the 

purpose, tenor, and flow of the meeting. Do not 

frustrate the moving of the Holy Spirit, by 

interrupting the flow with your word. (Galatians 

5:25). 

  

PROTOCOLS FOR SMALL GROUP / HOME 

GROUP SETTINGS 
 

1. Small Group Prophetic Words Should Be God-

Inspired Communication, Not Just The 

Sharing Of Known Information 
 

 During small group meetings, it is expected and 

encouraged that there would be prophetic ministry. 

In this intimate setting where people know each 

other, be careful not to declare known information 

as prophetic words. 

2. Small Group Directive Prophetic Words 

Should Be Ministered At The Discretion Of 

The Small Group Leaders 
 

 Prophetic words of a directional nature should be 

ministered and witnessed at the direction of the 

small group leader, and where deemed necessary 

by them, written down or recorded, and submitted 

to the church leaders. 

 

3. Small Group Prophetic Words Should Not 

Contain Information On Ministry Callings 
 

 Prophetic words concerning ministry calling are 

forbidden. Please submit these words to the church 

leaders. 

 

FINAL WORD 
 

If a prophetic word is worth sharing, then it is worth 

recording. God inspired His Word to be written down, so 

that we could read it, understand it clearly, and respond to 

it. In the same way, it is very difficult to properly respond 

to a prophetic word if we only remember parts of it. 

Because of this, every effort should be made to record all 

prophetic words given, either on paper, or even better, to an 

audio file. 

 

Please embrace these protocols, as they have been 

developed from years of experience in working with 

prophetic ministry, and they will provide everyone 

involved with the safeguards necessary to ensure that all 

people will be blessed by this vital, life-giving ministry. 
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