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Art in the Time of NAGPRA: 

Museums, Collaboration, and  

Northwest Coast Art 
Wednesday, March 18, 2015 

 

Since the passage of the Native American Graves 

Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA) in 

1990, exciting new possibilities have arisen for 

Native artists to collaborate with museums. This 

talk by Dr. Emily Moore looks at a series of 

collaborations between five U.S. museums and the 

Tlingit artists Nathan and Stephen Jackson, who 

created new totem poles for museums that replace 

19th-century poles repatriated under NAGPRA. 

 

Dr. Moore will also discuss an innovative new 

practice at the Smithsonian to work with Tlingit 

clans to record and reproduce art forms with 3D 

scanning and replication technology. Come and 

feast your eyes!--and learn about the possibilities 

of this new era of collaboration. 

 

Emily Moore is Assistant Professor of Art History 

at Colorado State University. Raised in Ketchikan, Alaska, she earned her PhD in American and 

Native American art history from the University of California Berkeley. 

 

 
 

Totem pole by Nathan and Stephen Jackson in 

the collection of the Field Museum, Chicago. 

Photo courtesy Emily Moore. 



Artifakes: Artifact 

Manipulation by the 

Antiquities Trade  
Thursday, April 23, 2015 

 

Angela Swedberg will speak on the 

history of artifact manipulation and the 

creation of beadwork by non-Indians,  

both for Indian consumption and for sale 

to the general public, and the effect this 

material may have on future scholar-

ship. This talk will raise awareness to the 

issue of artifact manipulation by the for-

profit antiquities trade, specifically the 

enhancement of antique material to suit 

collectors’ aesthetics rather than what the 

Native maker intended. Swedberg will 

also discuss the increasing number of 

"artifakes" on the market made by both 

American makers and an increasing number of overseas hobbyists. She argues that this material 

will create confusion in future study of Native collection and undermines the livelihood of 

current Native artists. 

 

Angela Swedberg of Port Orchard, Washington is a tribally certified Indian Artist in accordance 

with the 1990 Indian Arts and Crafts act. She has been a professional restorer of Antique Plains 

and Plateau bead and quillwork for over 25 years. She also creates her own artwork based on 

traditional methods of Plains and Plateau art and uses the medium of art glass as a form of 

cultural and artistic narrative. 

 

 

Key Information for March & April Programs 

 
Doors open 5:30pm, programs begin at 6pm - DAM North Building, Lower Level.  

 

Ticket pricing: Douglas Society members-$5, DAM members-$10, non-members-$12, students 

free w/ valid ID.  To ensure a space purchase tickets in advance by calling 720-913-0130 or 

visiting http://denverartmuseum.org. 

Tickets available at the door subject to availability (by cash or check).  

Events at the Denver Art Museum are accessible to all individuals. 

 

 
 

 

 

Photo Courtesy Angela Swedberg 

http://denverartmuseum.org/
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Logan Lecture: Virgil Ortiz 

Wednesday, May 13, 2015 

 

Cochiti Pueblo native Virgil Ortiz is a contemporary ceramist, painter, designer of fashion and 

home interiors, and storyteller. The grandson and son of noted Pueblo potters, he grew up 

making ceramics in the Pueblo tradition, but his practice has expanded well beyond clay. 

Representations of Pueblo art and history dominate Ortiz’s work, especially the Pueblo Revolt of 

1680.  This lecture will focus on the intersections of art, history, and storytelling by exploring the 

visual narrative in Ortiz’s work. He says, “I want to pay tribute to our great leader Po’pay and 

ancestors that lived and walked on our lands, and respect that their spirit will live on through 

me.”  An immersive exhibition, Revolt 1680/2180: Virgil Ortiz, featuring his figurative ceramics 

and design work, opens at the DAM on May 17, 2015. 

 

Tickets are $8 students and volunteers, $12 DAMC and Douglas Society members and artists, 

$15 DAM members, $18 nonmembers. 

Hamilton Building - Lower Level, doors open at 5:30 pm, lecture at 6 pm (new time)  

Ticketed with member discount. Purchase tickets online or call 720-913-0130.  

https://tickets.denverartmuseum.org/selection.aspx?item=1217


 
 
 

Denver Art Museum Native Arts Department News 
 

Selection of Recent Gifts: 

Huron artist   

Embroidered Seat Cover, about 1830s-1850s 

Cotton and moose hair 

Gift of Tom and Noël Congdon 

***On view beginning mid-March 

 

Gift of twelve objects for the American Indian collection including two Northwest 

coast serigraph prints, nine examples of Southwest pottery, and a Tlingit spruce root 

basket. 

Gifts of Pat Carney and Charlie Anderson 

 

Bequest of four objects for the American Indian collection including one Mimbres 

canteen, two contemporary Southwest pots, and a 19th century carved and scrimshaw 

Eskimo pipe stem. 

Estate of Frank J. Sorauf 

 

Recent Changes in the Galleries: 

The American Indian galleries at the Denver Art Museum were designed for the frequent visitor. 

Each year portions of the gallery are changed. Sometimes this is done for the preservation of the 

objects on view, to complement other exhibitions or programs in the museum, or to highlight a 

new aspect of Native arts. So, this means there’s almost always something new to see in the 

American Indian galleries each time you visit.  

Just in the past few months changes include an all new display of Seminole and Mikasuki 

patchwork clothing, two paintings by Oscar Howe lent by the artist’s estate, and a new display of 

photographs by Edward S. Curtis. 

In mid-March we’ll see two other areas of the gallery change. Our exhibit of Allan Houser works 

will be refreshed with loans of two bronze sculptures and a hand-colored lithograph. We’ll also 

be updating the Northeast Region section of the gallery with displays of Moose hair embroidery 

and quilled Micmac boxes. 

 



Other News: 

The Native Arts Artist-in-Residence program is going strong with more great artists on the 

horizon. This spring we plan to host the contemporary artist collective Postcommodity. Then for 

the summer we are in talks with Tom Haukaas (Lakota). Please watch your e-mail and 

www.denverartmuseum.org for more details on these upcoming artists-in-residence. 

The Huffington Post identified the upcoming Fritz Scholder exhibition at the Denver Art 

Museum as one of “The 21 Art Exhibitions You'll Be Talking about This Year” – placing it 

#5 on the list. See the article here: http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2015/01/07/2015-art-

exhibitions_n_6424402.html 

 

  
 

Denver Art Museum Events 
* Douglas Society Programs 

*March 18, 6pm: “Art in the Time of NAGPRA: Museums, Collaboration, and Northwest Coast 

Art” Emily Moore, Assistant Art History Professor at Colorado State University, Fort Collins. 

DAM North Bldg., Lower Level. 

 

*April 23, 6pm: Angela Swedberg “Artifakes: Artifact Manipulation by the Antiquities Trade.” 

DAM North Bldg., Lower Level. http://angelaswedberg.blogspot.com  

 

*May 13, 7pm: Virgil Ortiz: Pueblo Pottery & Fashion, Logan Lecture. DAM Hamilton Bldg., 

Lower Level.   http://www.virgilortiz.com  

 

May 17, 2015: exhibition Revolt, 1680-2180: Virgil Ortiz opens DAM Hamilton Building, Level 

4.  Virgil Ortiz (born 1969), an internationally renowned ceramicist, fashion designer and 

graphic artist from Cochiti Pueblo, New Mexico, uses contemporary art to blend historic events 

with futuristic elements. Set against Ortiz’s graphic murals, this exhibition features 31 clay 

figures and invites visitors to immerse themselves in a storyline that Ortiz created that begins 

with the Pueblo Revolt of 1680. This is the first exhibition of his work to visually tell the whole 

story. Curated by John Lukavic, associate curator of Native arts, this exhibition is part of DAM’s 

initiative to expand the recognition of contemporary art by American Indian artists.  

 

September 12: DAM 26th Annual Friendship Powwow on Acoma plaza between the DAM North 

Building and the Denver Public Library. 

 

October 4: exhibition Super Indian: Fritz Scholder, 1967-1980 opens in the DAM Hamilton 

Building, Level 3. Included in this exhibition are 13 works by Scholder (out of 44) owned by the 

Denver Art Museum. Nine additional Scholder works in the exhibition are promised gifts to 

DAM from the collection of Vicki and Kent Logan. These promised gifts include the iconic 

http://www.denverartmuseum.org/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2015/01/07/2015-art-exhibitions_n_6424402.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2015/01/07/2015-art-exhibitions_n_6424402.html
http://angelaswedberg.blogspot.com/
http://www.virgilortiz.com/


painting, Super Indian No. 2! DAM will publish a catalog of this show. After its DAM 

exhibition, this show will travel to the Phoenix Art Museum and then to the Nerman Museum of 

Contemporary Art. 

 

 

 

Other Events of Note 

Now through fall 2018: “Nation to Nation: Treaties between the United States and American 

Indian Nations” – Exhibition. National Museum of the American Indian, Washington, D.C. 

http://nmai.si.edu/explore/exhibitions/item/?id=934  

Catalog: ISBN: 978-1-58834-478-6, hardcover book, 272 pages. http://tinyurl.com/kbylz7o  

 

March 1-7 Baobao Festival: West Africa – performances, workshops, and more, including 

fundraisers for the Ghana Library project. Events to be held at several Front Range venues.  

http://baobaofoundation.org    

 

March 7-8: Heard Museum Guild Indian Fair & Market, Phoenix. http://heard.org  

 

March 20-22: Denver March Powwow  http://www.denvermarchpowwow.org  

 

April 17-18: Hozhoni Days at Fort Lewis College., Durango.  

For more info see last year’s description at http://www.fortlewis.edu/hozhoni-days-powwow/  

April 24-25: Gathering of Nations Powwow, Albuquerque 

April 26, 1:30pm: “Lewis and Clark in Blackfoot Country.” Ryan Hall. Denver Public Library. 

May 14-17: Madison Ancient & Tribal Art Show, NYC. http://www.matanyc.com/  

May 16-17: Tesoro Indian Market & Powwow, The Fort Restaurant, Morrison 

June 27-28 Eiteljorg Museum Indian Market, Indianapolis. http://www.eiteljorg.org  

August: “Walking with Our Sisters” Exhibit, Museum of Contemporary Native Arts, Santa Fe. 

August 22-23: Indian Market in Santa Fe 

September 30-October 3: Native American Art Studies Association Conference, Santa Fe, at the 

Buffalo Thunder Resort on Pojoaque Pueblo land. Pre- and post-conference tours include 

museums and visit to Tsankawi, an ancestral village of San Ildefonso. www.nativearts.org .  

November 18-22. American Anthropological Association: Annual Conference. Colorado 

Convention Center, Denver. http://www.aaanet.org  

 
 

http://nmai.si.edu/explore/exhibitions/item/?id=934
http://tinyurl.com/kbylz7o
http://baobaofoundation.org/
http://heard.org/
http://www.denvermarchpowwow.org/
http://www.fortlewis.edu/hozhoni-days-powwow/
http://www.matanyc.com/
http://www.eiteljorg.org/
http://www.nativearts.org/
http://www.aaanet.org/


Annual Meeting & Dinner 

 
During the January 30 annual meeting, Douglas Society members voted in a new Board of 

Directors member, Millicent Tallard. Following the dinner and meeting, attendees enjoyed the 

Mokomba Ensemble performance. This is a Colorado-based group that performs traditional and 

contemporary works of drumming and dances from countries across the African continent. At the 

end, some of our members joined the performers for a lively dance. 

 

          

 

 

News Notes 
 

Long-Time Douglas Society Member: Irma Polhemus 

Irma R. Polhemus, age 84, of Englewood, Colorado, passed away on January 5, 2015. She had a 

BA degree in art history from Drake University and pursued her interests in art as a docent at the 

Denver Art Museum. At the Museum she conducted hundreds of public tours over a span of 25 

years, introducing children and adults of all ages to the art of Africa, Asia, Pre-Colombian North 

America, and the Pacific region, the latter an area in which she had developed particular 

expertise.  

Polhemus also generously donated her time as a member of various support and lecture groups 

for the institution's New World arts programs, including the Douglas Society, Alianza de las 

Artes Americanas, and Malinches. Irma loved the adventure of travel, and visited over 60 foreign 

countries, in the process amassing notable collections of masks and other carvings from New 

Guinea, Melanesia, Indochinese textiles, Malay Archipelago islands, and native folk art from 

many other regions. See details at http://tinyurl.com/popo3d4  

 

 

http://tinyurl.com/popo3d4


 

Introducing---  
Getting to know the members of the Douglas Society – in their own words. 
 

Millicent Tallard – New Board Member, 2015 

 

I have been a member of the Douglas Society for a few years and attend the meetings that 

interest me.  Even before I became a member when I heard of programs such as Dexter Cirillo, I 

was there.  Now that I am on the Board, I expect to participate more. 

 

My serious interest in collecting came about when we lived in Sydney, Australia.  My husband 

supervised geologic field parties in Papua-New Guinea.  The young geologists became so 

interested in the culture that instead of going back to Sydney for their time off, they took canoes 

way up the rivers where non-natives are rarely seen and brought out old and beautiful carvings.   

 

We usually had first choice of what they had bought. I have a stone carved shield and some 

wonderful old masks. I was fortunate to make several trips into regions not seen by tourists and 

have written about my adventures. 

 

We lived in Madagascar, Chad and Somalia and since I was enthusiastic about collecting, we 

brought back many interesting pieces.  When we returned to the USA we became interested in 

Southwest art.  I have enthusiastically collected jewelry and weavings, mostly from the Four 

Corners area.  I have some pottery and lots of little pieces that I love, but being able to display 

my rugs and wear my jewelry is what I like best. 

 

The Southwest art blends very well with my African and Oceanic pieces.  My condo looks like a 

junior museum but I love living with these things.  

 

I have been a Chairman's Council member of Crow Canyon Archaeological Center for many 

years and participate in many programs with them.  That is where I met Sara Knowles and 

encouraged her to join the Douglas Society. 

 

 

Rand Smith – New Board President, 2015 & Society Webmaster 

 

When I think back on my childhood I guess I was always destined to be a collector of some sort. 

My first “collecting” memories are of my matchbox car collection. I remember lining them up 

and taking pictures of them with my camera. If it wasn’t cars it was coins, watches, robots or 

something else, I’ve always had an interest in collecting strange or unique things. When I was a 

kid I loved to take things apart because I wanted to know how they worked and what was inside 

them. That was always part of my fascination with the things that I liked. I think this curiosity 

has continued in my present day collecting interests with African art because I have an incredible 

desire to know how things were traditionally used as well as learning about the people who made 

and used them. 

 



I grew up in New Mexico and I was exposed to a couple of different unique cultures; the 

American Indian cultures and the Mexican culture which were both interesting each in their own 

ways. I remember going to Santa Fe to the Indian Market and also going to the Taos Pueblo to 

watch various dances performed for the tourists. You would have thought that I would have 

pursued an interest in American Indian art and artifacts, but even though I had a sincere interest 

in the art and culture, it really never moved me. 

 

My first experience with African art was when I  moved to Denver at the age of 21. I happened 

upon an African art gallery set up in an old house and I decided for some reason to stop in. I 

don't think that I had ever seen African art, I was just curious. As I walked through the gallery I 

was very intrigued by all that I saw, the abstract forms, the uses of different materials, but I knew 

nothing about it and what it all meant. I think that experience planted a seed in my head. I didn't 

think, at that time that it would be anything I'd ever own... that was about 25 years ago and I 

have just recently started collecting within the last 15 (or so) years. 

 

I think my interest in African art surfaced during a time in my life in which I was going through 

a lot of personal turmoil. It all happened by accident when I was in search of different objects to 

decorate my new home with that I was moving into. I wanted to turn a section of a room into an 

'African theme' (never knowing that it would take over my entire house, and eventually my life!) 

I knew nothing about African art at that time, it was still a curiosity. Shortly after I started 

collecting I remember going on a ski trip to Aspen with some friends. They were excited because 

the snow was so good while I was excited because at the time there was an African art gallery 

there. We got up there in time for apres ski and I soon excused myself to go find the gallery. 

Thirty minutes later I was walking down the street with my new acquisition taking it back to the 

hotel room. 

 

I initially bought everything that caught my eye and ended up with a house full of  it. I then 

started to sell off things as my eye and knowledge developed. I work as a strategic planner for a 

telecommunications company and I still continue to collect, but I also deal African and tribal art 

on the side through a couple of commercial websites. 

 

You can read more of my “About Me” story on my educational website: 

www.RandAfricanArt.com/ME.html . 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.randafricanart.com/ME.html


Douglas Society Members News 

 
Carlene Hughes and Joyce Herold are outgoing Board of Directors members. Carlene served us 

well as the Society’s treasurer; Joyce brought her experience in the Anthropology Department at 

the Denver Museum of Nature and Science. Nada Graves served as President these past two 

years and continues on the Board as Past President. We all owe them a great debt of thanks for 

all their contributions. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Programs to be Announced by Electronic Media, No Postcards 

The Douglas Society is planning a significant change to the way that programs are announced.  

Traditionally we have mailed notices of programs a couple of weeks in advance using a postcard 

format.  We also announce programs using our newsletter, the DAM's On-and-Off the Wall 

Publication, our website and our Facebook page. Starting in April 2015 we plan to move to an 

all-electronic format and no longer send snail mail notices UNLESS a member indicates by 

calling or e-mailing a notice to our webmaster Rand Smith (DouglasSocietyRand@gmail.com or 

303-570-4284). We will provide additional notices during the Spring 2015 programs.  Please 

consider liking our Facebook page (link available below) in order to ensure that you receive as 

many notices as possible for our programs!   

 

 

 

 

mailto:DouglasSocietyRand@gmail.com


 

The Douglas Society 
 

The Douglas Society is the support group for the Native Arts Department at the Denver Art 

Museum (DAM).  It was founded in 1974 to honor the work of Frederic (Eric) Huntington 

Douglas, who had a nearly-30-year tenure as the Museum's curator of native arts, beginning in 

1929.  The Society’s purpose is to advance the understanding and appreciation of the Museum’s 

Native Arts collections, including African, Oceanic and Native American arts.  

 

The Douglas Society organizes lectures and outings with distinguished scholars, native artists 

and performers. Members receive newsletters and announcements by e-mail. They also enjoy 

programs, workshops, and social events -- including an annual dinner.  As of October, 2014, the 

Society had 117 members. Contact:  www.douglassociety.org or call 720/913-0165. 

 

Board of Directors:   
Rand Smith, President & Webmaster; Annabeth Headrick, Vice President; Roger Collins, 

Treasurer; Sharon Rouse, Secretary; Nada Graves, Past President; Max Douglas, Membership; 

Jill Giller, Programs; Sara Knowles;; Michael Snodgrass; Millicent Tallard; and Barbara 

Wagner, Communications. 

 

Welcome New Members: Stephen Holst 

 
 Web-based Douglas Society Information 

 

  Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/DouglasSociety  

 Current announcements, photographs, related events 
 

  Web site: http://www.douglassociety.org  

 Basic information, current program announcement, and newsletters. 

 This URL also works: http://www.denverartmuseum.org/douglassociety 
 

 Send timely, informative items and photographs to Webmaster, Rand Smith, at 

DouglasSocietyRand@gmail.com posting on our Facebook page. Send items that will be of 

interest to Douglas Society members (and others) about events relating to the arts of the 

indigenous cultures in Africa, Oceania/Pacific islands, and North America.  
 

 Send news items, especially calendar events, for the September issue of our newsletter before 

August 15 to our newsletter editor, Barbara Wagner, at emerald1975z@hotmail.com   

 
[ Photo credits: Denver Art Museum if not otherwise noted. ] 

 

http://www.douglassociety.org/
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http://www.denverartmuseum.org/douglassociety
mailto:DouglasSocietyRand@gmail.com
mailto:emerald1975z@hotmail.com

