
Ten years ago, while I served with a Christian Listener organization called Aloe Christian 

Foundation in KwaZulu Natal, South Africa, I published a brochure explaining how our 

organization built bridges of hope among the many different peoples/cultures in Africa. As I 

recently read through the words penned a decade ago, I was amazed at how relevant they 

are here in the USA today. Read on: 

 

CL-KZN is committed to taking their blend of active listening skills, mixed generously with the 

transformational acceptance of Christ, anywhere they are invited.  They have been active in 

rural KwaZulu Natal since 1999 and in Rwanda and Burundi since December 2001.  In each 

case the course material is translated into the people’s language with a priority of adapting 

the material to the culture.  In all cases, the practical skill of listening enables hope to be 

shared. Healing begins simply because people are heard. CL-KZN trains people to listen in 

context physically, mentally, emotionally offering hope to the hurting and personal help and 

sustenance to those who walk alongside ‘at the coalface’.  Christian in ethos and 

ecumenical in doctrine, CL-KZN reaches out to  all who are needy. We believe everyone has 

the right to be listened to and heard. 

 

CLUSA believes in reaching out with healing, forgiveness, reconciliation and transformation 

skills.  We are committed to taking Christian Listeners training to areas that need it most, yet 

who often have the least resources. I am reminded of Romans 10:14-15  

 

But how can people call for help if they don’t know who to trust? And how can they know 

who to trust if they haven’t heard of the One who can be trusted? And how can they hear if 

nobody tells them? And how is anyone going to tell them, unless someone is sent to do it? 

That’s why Scripture exclaims, “A sight to take your breath away! Grand processions of 

people telling all the good things of God!” (The Message) 
 

We have it all wrong if we believe that learning to listen better is only a matter of myself, i.e., how good, or not so 

good, I am as a listener. Frankly, it is rarely just about me! Rather than asking the question “How good a listener 

am I?” it might be better to ask “How would my being a better listener help change for the better my family, 

friends, workplace, church, community — those whom I see everyday and those who, like the little ones in the 

picture above, are the least heard?”  

 

Christian Listeners offers the opportunity to learn how to become the listening ears of Jesus Christ in our broken 

world. Sometimes we are the only Jesus people will ever see and our listening can either center on me —  how well 

I did, or didn’t, listen —  or our listening can build bridges of hope in others. It truly is a sight to take your breath 

away to see hope come alive in one who had lost it all. I invite you to listen to yourself and ask: ““How would my 

being a better listener help change my part of the world?” 

Blessings!  Joanna 
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From the inno-

cent victims of 

HIV+AIDS in 

KwaZulu Natal to 

the war orphans 

of Burundi and 

genocide survi-

vors of Rwanda, 

the little ones 

are the least 

heard of all.   

(Text taken from 

the Crossing Cul-

tures brochure, 

CL-KZN, a part of 

Aloe Christian 

Foundation, 

South Africa.) 



 

I n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  C h r i s t i a n  L i s t e n i n g  &  

L i s t e n i n g  f o r  L i f e  
 

June 1-3, 2014 
2810 Seabrook Island Rd, Seabrook, SC 29455. 

 

Contact rmyers@stchristopher.org or clusa.dot@gmail.com for more details. 

Joanna Zeiner,  

Director of Training 

3424 FM 117 

Uvalde, TX 78801 

Mobile Phone: (830) 261-0898 

Email: clusa.dot@gmail.com 
 

 

We’re on the web @ 

www.christianlistenersusa.org 
 

Get social with us! 

Christian 

Listeners 

USA 

 (negotiating) Level 1: 

Introduction to Christian 

Listening Retreat Day, San Jose, 

CA 

 (negotiating) Oct 30—Nov 2, 

Level 3: Called to Listen, St. 

Christopher’s Camp & 

Conference Center, Seabrook, 

SC.   

Pray with us, please! 

Listening is the new radical act of healing! 
The Reverend Rowan Williams, former Archbishop of Canterbury 

CLUSA reaches out to medical, counseling and ministry pro-

fessionals to give them added tools to undergird their care 

service to others. We also reach out to people with great 

need, yet with few resources.  Our vision is nation-wide; it 

also crosses all barriers, i.e. racial, socio-economic, gender, 

age, denominational.  

[CLUSA] believes in reaching out with healing, for-

giveness, reconciliation and transformation skills.  

We are committed to taking Christian Listeners 

skills training to areas that need it most, but this 

work needs both personnel and financial resources.  

We invite you to listen into the heart of your world 

and hear what we, together, can do to bring hope to 

this marvelous land. (Text taken from Crossing Cul-

tures brochure.) 

Your financial partnership, gift, or bequest is not given to 

help build a Christian Listener organization. Your gift is a 

partnership in meeting the need of people in the brokenness 

we call our world. If you believe in what we do and would like 

to support Christian Listeners in any way, contact us at 

clusa.dot@gmail.com or visit our website at 

www.christianlistenersusa.org.  
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