
Good Morning Don 

Thanks for the invitation to last week’s discussion on Discipleship.  I thoroughly enjoyed the day 

and came away with a couple of thoughts that will benefit me here in Provost. 

I want to try and put down in writing our Discipleship plan as we’ve been asked to do through the 

initiative.  And let me start by saying that discipleship is important to me personally.  As part of my calling 

into ministry, the Lord has burdened my heart with discipleship.  I appreciate the emphasis of discipleship 

that is being promoted at this time, because I am convinced discipleship is an important element that is 

lacking in many believers lives and may be one of the root causes for what some people are saying is the 

powerlessness of the Church in impacting our culture in this day and age. 

And may I clarify what I mean by discipleship.  My personal focus in discipleship is the 

development of thirst for a deep personal relationship with the person Jesus Christ.  Discipleship is not 

about providing information about God or what He has accomplished.  These are definitely a part of what 

is talked about in the process of discipling but I don’t believe that pure information is the goal.  I think we 

are just now beginning to experience the devastating results of our cultures over emphasis on 

information.  I believe discipleship is about cultivating a relationship with Jesus. Which has lead me to use 

resources that key into developing relationship rather than theological ideology. 

My plan is simple.  I am using 3 book studies as the mechanism for discipleship.  I call the 

complete course “The Inner Chamber”.   The first 7 week study is Miles Stanford’s book entitled “The 

Green Letters” which creates discussion around how God will develop his believers and the means 

through which God develops His disciples.  Small concise chapters on specific topics reveal how God 

uses ‘thirst’ and ‘failure’ and ‘need’ in developing us, making sense of why things happen in the lives of 

believers, and emphasis’s our need to receive God’s work of redemption through topics like ‘identification’ 

and ‘the Cross’.  This first course sets on minds straight on who God is and how He works.  The second 

step in this process is a 6 week study in the book written by Jeanne Guyon, “Experiencing the Depths of 

Jesus Christ”.  This study encourages the believer to develop a specific style of prayer that brings Jesus 

deep into the life of the believer.  Both of these first two courses may take years of development to fully 



be realized in the life of the believer.  The student will not walk away after the few short weeks of study 

and have completed the ‘process’.  I would venture to guess that it may take a person 5 to 10 years of 

diligent progress to begin to move to the end results of these concepts as presented in these materials.  

And at that point, they have just begun.  The 3
rd

 phase of this discipleship plan is a short 4 week study in 

DR. Henry Cloud’s book, “The One Life Solution”.  This is not a clear Discipleship based book.  I will be 

using it to outline a few key elements which the author promotes. My emphasis will be on taking what we 

have learned and walking it out in real life. The first book speaks into our thinking, the second book 

speaks into our heart and life and the third book puts feet to what we have learned.   

To this point, I only have experience with the first two books.  We are yet to begin the third phase 

of this plan that started this year. That will start in a few weeks and finish by the end of the year.  But to 

this point the first two phases have exceeded my expectations.  Instead of facing opposition to a few of 

the hard hitting concepts that have challenged many of the 10 to 12 participants.  I am happy to report 

that talking about the unpredictability of God and His absolute authority to reign as Lord has ignited a 

thirst for more of Him.  These two short courses have ignited a fire in the heart of a few people that is 

spreading.  I initially planned on doing this course, “The Inner Chamber”, every year.  My hope was that 

everyone in the church will eventually take the course and thus all leaders and helpers in all of our 

ministries will be thinking in a more united way.  But I am now in the process of decided to present this 

plan as an option every two years.  Perhaps next year, we will concentrate our efforts on a plan to engage 

non church people into a few informative Bible studies.  With the hope that a few new believers stepping 

into the course by the following year may ignite even more thirst for Christ.  

Jesus is developing His people.  It is very exciting to watch Him do His work in their lives.  Jesus 

wants a relationship with His own.  What is important here is Jesus.  The plan and the method is simple.  

No plan or method or information has ever changed anyone.  But Christ is all about bringing life to His 

people and He knows how to develop them.   

Thanks again Don for your continued support.  You are a blessing to Louise and I.  We thank you. 
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