
Introduction
What’s a cowboy? What do you know about cowboys? (Let volunteers respond.) One important fact about 
cowboys is that every cowboy needs a good horse. A cowboy’s horse helps the cowboy round up cattle, so the 
horse has to be quick on his feet. A cowboy’s horse needs to stand steady when the cowboy ropes a steer, so the 
cowboy’s horse needs to be strong. The horse also needs to be smart and well-trained, so that the cowboy can 
ride safely along winding trails. The horse needs to be loyal to the cowboy. In many ways, a cowboy and his horse 
are like best friends. 

A cowboy picks only the very best horse. The rest of the horses have to stay back at the ranch. The cowboy 
overlooks all the other horses. He overlooks horses who aren’t well-trained and experienced.

Getting to the Heart
Do you ever feel overlooked? Adults sometimes overlook children. Kids like you are growing, but right now, you 
aren’t so strong and powerful. You can’t cook by yourself or live on your own. You don’t have as much experience 
as adults, and you still have a lot to learn. In fact, sometimes adults don’t think kids are very important. 

That’s not what God thinks, though. The Bible tells about a time some parents brought their children to see 
Jesus. Jesus’ disciples told them to go away. They thought the children would just bother Jesus. But Jesus didn’t 
feel that way. He didn’t overlook the children; he welcomed them with open arms! He said, “Let the little children 
come to me” (Matthew 19:14). 

Jesus loves children! He made them all! Teeny, tiny babies. One-year-olds just on the verge of learning to walk. 
Energetic preschoolers. Kids of every age and in every grade in school. You are not here by accident! God knew 
you and loved you even while you were very tiny and growing inside your mommy. God made you because he 
wanted you to be his very own! Adults may overlook you, but God your heavenly Father never will.  

Because you are such a special child of God, you have one especially dangerous enemy. Do you know who that 
is? (Let volunteers respond.) That’s right—Satan. The devil will try anything to ruin your faith in Jesus. He will trick 
you and lie to you. He will tempt you and fill your heart with anger. The devil loves to see children disobey God.  

Satan’s tricks are strong, but Jesus’ love for children is even stronger. When Jesus died on the cross and rose from 
the dead, he defeated the devil and all of his schemes for you. When you ask Jesus to forgive your sins, he always, 
always will. 

Just like in the Bible story I talked about earlier, Jesus invites you to come to him every day. You can talk to him 
any time you want—he always has time for you. You can worship him in church and learn about him from your 
parents and (name the children’s teachers/agencies in your church). Whenever you come to Jesus, he will always 
welcome you!  

Taking It Home
Today, each of you will receive (name the Great Savior’s Roundup gift you will be handing out). This gift might 
remind you of cowboys and horses in the Old West, but let it also remind you of God’s great love for children—
and especially, for you! 

Prayer: Dear Jesus, thank you for loving us so much that you even died for us! Forgive us when we disobey 
you, and teach us to keep on coming to you and living for you every day of our lives. Amen.
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Faith Talk @ Home Conversación en casa
sobre la fe

Today, we talked about Jesus’ great love for children. 
At times, children feel frustrated by their limitations. 
We adults add to this frustration when we say and do 
things that make kids feel less valuable or less valued. 

But the Lord Jesus never treated children 
disrespectfully. He never overlooked children or 
ignored them. Despite the busyness of his earthly 
ministry, Jesus always had time for children. Your 
child, too, is a God’s special creation, deeply loved by 
God and redeemed by Christ, the Crucified One!

Encourage your child to show Jesus’ love to his/her 
peers and perhaps to children who are younger. For 
example, you might collect Christian books written for 
kids and donate them for use on a mission trip. You 
could make get well cards for patients at a children’s 
hospital. Or collect diapers for needy families with 
infants in your city.  

Hoy, vamos a hablar acerca del gran amor que siente 
Jesús hacia los niños. A veces, los niños se sienten 
frustrados por sus limitaciones. Nosotros hacemos que 
esta frustración sea peor cuando decimos y hacemos 
cosas que hacen que los niños se sientan menos valiosos 
o menos valorados.

 Pero el Señor Jesús nunca trató a los niños 
irrespetuosamente. Él nunca los subestimó o los ignoró. 
A pesar de lo ocupado de su ministerio terrenal, Jesús 
siempre tuvo tiempo para los niños. Tu niño, también, es 
una creación especial de Dios, profundamente amado 
por Dios y redimido por Cristo, aquel que fue crucificado!

Alienta a tu hijo a mostrar el amor de Jesús a sus 
compañeros y tal vez a niños menores que él. Por 
ejemplo, puede ser que tú colecciones libros Cristianos 
escritos para niños y los dones para su uso en viajes 
misioneros. Tú podrías hacer tarjetas deseando buenos 
deseos de recuperación a pacientes en los hospitales de 
niños; o coleccionar pañales para familias necesitadas en 
tu ciudad.


