
F-body 4
th

 Gen BCM REMOVAL and REPAIR 
 
This tech article addresses an intermittent problem with the BCM. 
This problem is caused by stresses on the top of a relay inside the BCM case that transfers the 
stress onto the circuit board pads at the bottom of the relay, breaking the relay pins loose from 
the circuit board. The stress on the relay is probably caused by the case's proximity to the 
blower housing which is right in back of the BCM (toward the front of car) and by the fact that 
the relay is the tallest part on the circuit board and will get all the pressure on the case from that 
direction. This relay's function is the RAP supply and so we have problems with the radio and 
window power circuits when this defect exists. 
 
This was documented on a 98 Trans Am; other models with the BCM are similar. 
You will need screwdrivers, nut driver, and a soldering iron. 
CAUTION: The YELLOW AIR BAG control cable is in front of the BCM in these views. 
 Take care to not disturb it unnecessarily. 
 
Step 1: provide access 

 

 

 

Note: It may be easier to remove connector C1 and the BCM if the kick panel is removed first. 
There are 4 screws in that panel. It is quite long and somewhat fragile because of its length. 



It is possible to slide down the BCM part way without removing the connectors first. Judge for 
yourself which method to use. 

 

Step 2: Unplug BCM connectors (3) 

 

Note for C1: If the kick panel is left in, it will be necessary to use a tool to press the release latch 

on the C1 connector body. 



 

 
Step 3: Remove the BCM from it’s holder (your method may vary) 
 

 

Step 4: Remove circuit board from BCM case 

 

While it is removed, inspect circuit board for other defects (like bulging capacitors). 
Defects with the 4 capacitors (with red arrows) may result in blown BCM power fuses. 



 

 
 
Step 5: Inspect and repair the circuit board 

 



 

Final step: Install circuit board and BCM by reversing order of above steps 
 
Note: Other faults may exist on this circuit board, particularly at the connector pins (in blue 
boxes). Use the same inspection and repair methods to fix those. 
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