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WITNESS uses video and
online technologies to open
the eyes of the world to
human rights violations. 
We empower people to
transform personal stories 
of abuse into powerful 
tools for justice, promoting
public engagement and
policy change.

VALUES AND VISION:
We envision a just and
equitable world where 
all individuals and
communities are able 
to defend and uphold
human rights.

WE VALUE:
• The fundamental principles

of human rights and the
creation of positive changes
that defend and uphold
those rights for individuals
and communities.

• Collaboration and
partnership that ensures 
the greatest levels of
participation, inclusiveness,
and responsiveness.

• Access to resources and
strategies that empower
and engage the voice and
agency of communities 
and individuals.

• Continued learning and
sharing of knowledge to
promote innovation and
to advance human rights.

• Diversity of voices in all
aspects of our work.
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WE SEEK TO UPHOLD AND
RESPECT THESE VALUES
IN OUR OPERATIONS AND
GOVERNANCE AND TO:

• Be guided in our daily work
by human rights principles
of dignity, equality and non-
discrimination in all internal
and external relationships.

• Encourage participation
from all levels of the
organization and be as open
as possible to collaborative
engagement with a diverse
range of allies.

• Explore and implement 
new technologies and make
an effort to counter the
challenges of access and
equity that still exist in
relation to these tools.

• Strive to create an
environment that promotes
voice and agency in a 
world characterized by
discrepancies in access 
to opportunity and power.

• Be ethical and responsible
in our use of visual media.

• Remain open-minded to
new ideas and change in 
all aspects of our work, 
and share – without holding
ownership – new strategies
and innovations for 
social change.

• Embrace a diverse
representation among 
our staff, board members
and volunteers.

• Refuse sources of finance
deriving from activities 
that conflict with our 
vision, values, and goals 
as an institution.



“…we are standing at a
frontier that promises a
world where positive social
change is increasingly
possible as technology,
combined with human
dedication, exposes those
who abuse their power.”
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MESSAGE FROM THE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
More than ten years ago, when I first began
working with WITNESS as a partner to
create a video about human trafficking from
Russia, the organization was still a small-
scale but inspired force in the world. The
film I co-directed, “Bought & Sold,” helped
lay the groundwork for the passage of the
Trafficking Victims Protection Act in the U.S.
Congress, and through it I experienced
firsthand the power of a video camera to
make a difference in the world. That
realization set in motion the deep passion
and commitment to the work that keeps 
me going to this day.

Since that time, WITNESS has grown
dramatically. This past year, we saw a
million dollar increase in our operating
budget, which means we are growing by
25-30% annually. This is an exciting time
that requires focused energy as we chart
our course for the future. At the same time,
our eyes are fixed on the ever present goal
of generating substantial results around the
world. We have been very effective at doing
this so far, and for the fourth year in a row
have been recognized by Fast Company
and Monitor Group as one of the nation’s
top twenty-five groups working for social
change. Reuters has also awarded us and
our human rights partners the prestigious
2006 Mohamed Amin Award for outstanding
contributions to TV news.

More meaningful than any official
recognition, though, have been the pivotal
moments in our global advocacy campaigns.
“Dual Injustice,” produced with our partner
Comisión Mexicana, played a key role in the
acquittal and release of David Meza, who
was imprisoned for three years after being
tortured into confessing to the murder of
his cousin, Neyra Cervantes – one of over
450 women brutally murdered in the
Ciudad Juárez area of Mexico since 1993.
In Thailand, we have partnered with Burma
Issues to produce ten videos in five years
calling international attention to the
persecution of rural villagers by Burma’s
military government, and in September, 
in a watershed moment, the UN Security
Council placed the issue on its agenda for
the first time.

In our land rights campaign with the 
Center for Minority Rights Development
(CEMIRIDE) in Kenya, our video was
admitted as evidence before the African
Commission on Human and Peoples’
Rights. This was an unprecedented use of
video in this forum, and while a decision is
not expected until May 2007, elements of the
film raised significant discussion during the
hearing and corroborated testimony of the
Endorois community impacted by a land grab
banning them from their ancestral lands. 

Our film “Outlawed: Extraordinary
Rendition, Torture and Disappearances 
in the ‘War on Terror,’” which I had the
privilege to work on personally, provided
the visual counterpart to a written report
made to the Council of Europe on the topic,
and added to the cavalcade of international
attention that prompted President Bush’s
recent admission of the U.S. government’s
use of secret detention sites overseas. 
And after a steady campaign with our 
allies to bring international pressure on
armed groups recruiting child soldiers in
the Democratic Republic of Congo, the
International Criminal Court has arrested
militia leader Thomas Lubanga Dyilo on
charges related to the use and recruitment
of child soldiers. 

But our efforts have not been limited to
these Core Partners. This year, our Seeding
Video Advocacy initiative provided dozens
of short-term training sessions around 
the world, educating 640 human rights
defenders from over 70 countries on how 
to use video for change. 

As we push forward in all corners of the
globe, WITNESS also stands poised to
become a major presence in the virtual
world. In September 2007, to herald our
fifteenth anniversary, we will launch our
long-awaited “Hub” – a website of user-
generated content where anyone from
around the world can upload or download
video footage related to human rights
abuses. Like YouTube or MySpace, the Hub
will be highly participatory and populist in
essence, helping to educate and activate
people around human rights campaigns
through the power of visual imagery.

As an organization, we are committed to
evolution, and because of the transitory
nature of media we must constantly adapt to
the new technologies available to further our
mission. The idea that someone with a mobile
phone with video capability, who happens
to be in the wrong place at the right time,
will now have an online destination to post
what he or she observes is an amazing new
possibility for us all. Once again, we are
standing at a frontier that promises a world
where positive social change is increasingly
possible as technology, combined with
human dedication, exposes those who
abuse their power. 

Although 2006 was a year of powerful
achievements for us, it was not without 
its challenges. We have had several fits 
and starts in conceptualizing a new media
strategy to leverage WITNESS’ fifteenth
anniversary and in planning the Hub as
vehicles to bring visibility to the work that
we’re doing. And we held off on our first
Video Advocacy Institute, a two-week
immersive introduction to video advocacy
for 25-30 activists from around the world,
until Summer 2007 to allow us sufficient
time to maximize the significant potential of
this project. But overall, we are proud of yet
another productive and inspirational year. 
I hope that after reading this report you too
will be inspired to do your part and help us
turn vision into action.

Gillian Caldwell
December 2006



Human rights groups are increasingly
interested in employing technology to
advance and strengthen their causes. 
But the majority are not equipped or
experienced enough to make the most of
technology, especially video. WITNESS
works with NGOs worldwide to bridge the
technology gap by injecting conventional
advocacy with twenty-first century tactics.

WITNESS is the global pioneer in the use
of video for advocacy. Today, organizations
around the world are learning from our
proven model as they begin to incorporate
video into their own campaigns. WITNESS
continues to push forward with new
advocacy tactics from its position at the
cutting edge of the field, always striving 
to distribute its knowledge and experience
as broadly as possible while continuing to
learn, grow and improve our model. The
WITNESS model for growth is based on
partnership building, methodology sharing,
transparency, and inclusiveness.

We have always stressed that video alone
cannot drive human rights progress. Our
training, therefore, operates on multiple
tracks, educating human rights groups in
how to use video to complement existing
advocacy plans and how to effectively 

deliver their message to decision-makers,
the media, and the general public.

The more training we do, the more groups
want to access our diverse resources for their
own projects. Because of this accelerating
demand, both formal partnerships and self-
replicating training models are essential to
the implementation of our mission. 

Partnership Strategies
To effectively serve as many human rights
groups as possible, we have developed 
a two-pronged approach to our program. 
Our more intensive model, involving a
substantial commitment of labor and time,
is called Core Partners. The more widely
accessible model is the Seeding Video
Advocacy initiative of short-term trainings.

WITNESS is both a provider and a
beneficiary of these two training models.
Our program staff continually learns from
the ideas and energy that others bring to
the process. Core Partners give us the
opportunity to determine which tactics
produce the best results and to hone our
model. At the same time, the Seeding
initiative enables us to disseminate these
best practices throughout the human
rights community, to learn about other

innovative ideas for using video in advocacy,
and to encounter new organizations that
could go on to become Core Partners.
Together, the two models allow us to enhance
our strategies and expand their impact. 

Core Partners
Core Partners receive support for a specific
campaign for over one to four years. After a
rigorous application process, these human
rights groups are selected based on the
strength of their advocacy, the clarity of their
goals, and the potential for video to enhance
their campaigns. Regular quantitative and
qualitative assessment of our combined
progress enables the campaigns to achieve
the greatest impact.

WITNESS provides Core Partners with
video equipment, technical training, and
strategic guidance on how to use footage to
bring about tangible reform. Core Partners
don’t just identify problems – they also
propose solutions. The videos created by
Core Partners reach government leaders,
local judges, regional courts, foreign
officials, and the general public, adding 
a new dimension of visual evidence to
traditional written appeals for changes in
human rights policies and practices.

In 2006, WITNESS provided ten formal
trainings to Core Partners around the
world. We also provided new digital video
cameras and other technology to four of
those groups. The distribution of editing
equipment to more advanced partners
further strengthens local capacity since 
the ability to edit footage in the field lets
them control the production process from
start to finish. It also produces more timely
videos and helps reduce the danger of
transporting or transmitting sensitive
images in their original format when they
may be subject to confiscation or destruction,
or worse, generate retaliatory action.

Over the coming year, WITNESS will
continue to support the campaigns of our
Core Partner portfolio. We will also focus
on identifying up to four new partners, 
with an emphasis on groups based in the
Middle East, Central Asia, Latin America,
and the U.S. 
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RAISING HUMAN 
RIGHTS VISIBILITY 

WITNESS PARTNERSHIPS 
AND TRAINING MODELS

The existence of exploitation and human
rights abuses is as old as human history.
But until a century ago these abuses
occurred largely in secret, out of sight of a
public whose objections could bring about
change. With the rise of technology – in the
forms of radio, film, television, and now the
internet – these harsh truths have been
brought to light. Technology’s power to
affect change cannot be fully realized,
though, until the people who have the most
to gain – those subjected to human rights
abuses – can harness it for themselves.

WITNESS provides frontline human rights
defenders with video cameras and other
technology, along with training in how to
use them effectively. In doing so, personal
stories of abuse are transformed into public
calls for justice. Over the past fourteen
years, in partnership with hundreds of
nongovernmental organizations (NGOs)
from over 70 countries, WITNESS has
tackled issues ranging from corrupt legal
systems and the mistreatment of migrants
to the rights of the disabled and the
devastating toll of internal conflicts.

WITNESS videos are made to provoke
action. The productions that emerge from
our collaborative partnerships provide a
crucial tool in the ongoing quest for justice.
They have been used:

• as evidence in legal proceedings
• to complement official written reports of
human rights abuses

• to assist international and regional human
rights bodies by challenging the official
narratives of offending governments and
their allies

• to stimulate grassroots education and
mobilization 

• to corroborate allegations of human rights
violations leveled by human rights
defenders and NGOs

• as a resource for news broadcasts 
• to promote human rights advocacy via 
the worldwide web

• to produce documentaries for broadcast 
on television 

• as a deterrent to further abuse

“WITNESS has demonstrated the great
influence that we can have on society 
to put an end to these tragedies. Through
film, your organization has been able 
to bring to our attention first-hand
accounts of these abuses, and set 
an example for present and future
generations on what we should do, and
how we can go about making a change.” 

- Nita M. Lowey, Member of Congress of the United States 
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“What I like about
WITNESS is [that
they are] using
technology to show
another vision of
the world.”

- Angélique Kidjo, Musician

Screening in the DRC of "On the Frontlines," a video co-produced by AJEDI-ka/PES and WITNESS, to prevent voluntary recruitment of child soldiers Evgeni Iliev of Core Partner Organization Drom and WITNESS Program Coordinator Violeta Krasnic in a training session.



Seeding Video Advocacy
Because many more capable human 
rights groups seek WITNESS’ support
each year than we can effectively serve 
as Core Partners, we employ a second,
complementary model called Seeding Video
Advocacy. Seeding enables us to give the
basic tools of video advocacy to hundreds
of organizations worldwide each year.

Seeding workshops range from one-hour
presentations on the fundamentals of video
advocacy to multi-day workshops modeled
on our Core Partner trainings. We tie our
Seeding trainings into existing gatherings
or networks to use time and resources
most efficiently.

The increasingly vital role that Seeding
Video Advocacy plays in our mission
reflects the extraordinary attention our work
has garnered to date. As the social justice
community becomes more and more aware
of our methods, the demand for our trainings
increases. We welcome the chance to work
with an ever-expanding number of groups
and contribute to their campaigns.

In some cases, participants in Seeding
workshops go on to become Core
Partners. In many other instances, these
brief seminars may be sufficient to launch 
a video campaign that fulfils a group’s 
more immediate agenda.

Another component of Seeding Video
Advocacy is the continued distribution 
of WITNESS’ first book, “Video for
Change: A Guide for Advocacy and
Activism,” which is available free-of-charge
for download at www.witness.org or for
sale at the WITNESS website and at
www.amazon.com. The book has been
translated into Spanish, Russian, Turkish,
Bahasa Indonesia, and French, and is 
currently being used by educators 
worldwide. An Arabic translation will 
be completed in 2007. 
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Success!

WITNESS provided ten
formal trainings in video

advocacy to partners based in
Brazil, Bulgaria, Democratic
Republic of Congo, Indonesia, 
Kenya, and Thailand and provided
new digital video cameras and
other technology upgrades to 
four of those partners. 

2006 Core Partners 

• Association des Jeunes pour le Développement
Intégré-Kalundu (AJEDI-ka/PES), challenging the use
of child soldiers in the Democratic Republic of Congo.

• American Friends Service Committee (AFSC), 
confronting vigilantes on the U.S.-Mexico border.

• Association for Promoting Inclusion (API), empowering
people with intellectual disabilities in Croatia.

• Burma Issues, putting the systematic displacement
and oppression of rural ethnic minorities in Burma 
on the regional and international agenda.

• Centre for Minority Rights Development (CEMIRIDE),
working for the land rights of indigenous 
communities in Kenya.

• Comisión Mexicana de Defensa y Promoción de los
Derechos Humanos, stopping feminicide and torture
in Ciudad Juárez and Chihuahua, Mexico.

• Commissão Pastoral da Terra (CPT)/The Center for
Justice and International Law (CEJIL), eradicating
Slavery in rural Brazil.

• Human Rights Center Memorial, confronting the 
devastating impact of armed conflict on Chechen
identity and tradition.

• Human Rights Focus (HURIFO), finding effective
solutions to the internally displaced persons (IDP)
crisis in Northern Uganda.

• Organization Drom, promoting the inclusion of Roma
into Bulgarian society.

• Sekretariat Keadilan dan Perdamaian (SKP) –
Jayapura (Office for Justice and Peace, Jayapura),
breaking the silence surrounding the Papuans’ 
struggle for justice and peace.

2006 Technical Editing Training 

• Advocacy training in Brazil with partners CPT 
and CEJIL followed by technical editing training 
in New York.

• Initial training on video advocacy and production
skills with partner CEMIRIDE in Kenya and a follow
up training on editing and storytelling in New York.

• Two strategy and video advocacy planning sessions
in Thailand with partner Burma Issues.

• Advanced editing training at WITNESS with partner
AJEDI-ka/PES from the DRC.

• Technical editing training at WITNESS with partner
Organization Drom from Bulgaria.

• Two follow up trainings with partner SKP-Jayapura 
in Papua, Indonesia.

Success!

WITNESS provided 
short-term training in 

the tactics and power of video
advocacy to nearly 640 human
rights defenders from over 70
countries through the Seeding
Video Advocacy program.

“I loved the trainings and the sense of
purpose towards advocacy that we now
feel in our organisation. Indeed, we feel
that the camera has united us internally
and linked us better with the external
world. We call ourselves the advocates
with the camera.”

- Yobo Rutin, Senior Program Officer, Core Partner CEMIRIDE

7

Seeding Video Advocacy – 
Selected highlights 2006 

WITNESS provided short-term training in the tactics
and power of video advocacy to nearly 640 human
rights defenders from over 70 countries through the
Seeding Video Advocacy program.
Selected Seedings included:

• Presentation for 34 participants from 10 countries at
“Improving the Impact of Human Rights Monitoring in
Chechnya,” a conference hosted by the U.S. Center
for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS) at the
Bosch Foundation, Berlin.

• Training for participants from 25 countries at the
International Service for Human Rights Advanced
Training Course, Geneva.

• Training for 10 NGO representatives at the National
Coalition for Human Rights Education in Atlanta,
Georgia.

• Training for LGBT activists representing 15 countries
at the Annual Conference of the European Region 
of the International Lesbian and Gay Association
(ILGA-Europe), Sofia, Bulgaria. 

• Training for 30 human rights advocates representing
14 countries at the VI International HR Colloquium-
South/South Dialogue to Strengthen Human Rights
hosted by Conectas in São Paulo, Brazil.

• Presentation for 10 advocates representing eight 
countries at the Council of Europe Colloquium on the
protection and support of human rights defenders in
Europe, Strasbourg, France.

• Training for 27 advocates from 13 countries in 
Asia at the 16th Annual Human Rights & Peoples’
Diplomacy Training Program, Baucau, East Timor.

“Since the [training]
in Bangkok, I’ve
used video [for]
human rights
awareness as well
as for lobbying.
There was a 30-
minute film on the
death penalty. Then
I made three films
in Urdu for carpet
weavers regarding
their working
conditions, health
related issues, and
environmental
standards.” 

- Seeding Participant, Pakistan 

Seeding Video
Advocacy Initiative

Seeding activities include: 
• short presentations on the use of video; 
• two- to three-hour workshops;
• half- and full-day trainings; 
• multi-day trainings.

Our benchmarks are for workshops, trainings 
and multi-day trainings.
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The next generation of human 
rights defenders
WITNESS actively reaches out to youth 
at colleges, high schools, and film festivals
via the Seeding Video Advocacy program.
After one of these training workshops, 
an enthusiastic participant sent this poem
in appreciation to the WITNESS staff: 

Filming Life 
July 7, 2006

Looking at the world,
Different perspectives clash
It all depends – on the view,
Opinions can be rash

Children with wide eyes,
Grasping all they know
People quick to judge
Assuming – causes woe

Peering through the lens,
My premonitions changed
Witnessing such crimes,
makes me think the world’s deranged

Yet visions, can be hazy,
Not all exposed is true
We need to preserve ethics
Human rights – begins with you…

-Mitch Lowenthal, 17 years old
2006 Scholar at Governor’s School 
of International Studies

Seeding training with child rights advocates in Nepal in association with PPCC (Partnership to Protect Children in Conflict)



Video Advocacy Institute 
In early summer 2007, WITNESS will
launch its first annual Video Advocacy
Institute (VAI), an extension of our Seeding
Video Advocacy initiative providing human
rights advocates from around the world with
an immersive introduction to integrating
video into their advocacy campaigns. 
This will be the first initiative of its kind. 
Over a two week period, the VAI will
provide the key skills of video advocacy to 
a group of approximately 25 to 30 trainees,
who will learn in the company of a dozen
experienced practitioners working to use
video for social change. 

Modeled on the trainings WITNESS
provides to its Core Partners and drawing
from our Seeding Video Advocacy
experiences, VAI participants will learn basic
storytelling and technical skills, refine a plan
to integrate video into their social change
work, and share experiences with other
practitioners. Our approach will be
intensive and practical, with a focus on
experiential learning gained from skills
exercises, dialogue, and reflection on 
case studies.

Peer Alliances
Peer Alliances is another new branch of
Seeding Video Advocacy. Through this
initiative, WITNESS will link with action-
oriented social justice media groups in four
or five countries to work together and share
best practices for using video to bring
about social change. 

Our interest is in allying with groups with
whom we share a common interest and
agenda: a commitment to the role of
grassroots voices in informing human rights
and social justice discussion, deploying
media in strategic ways, and sharing this
knowledge to facilitate the work of others.
We envision relationships where all parties
will have a vested interest in collaborating
to enhance their existing strengths, and
address limitations they may face. 

FOCUS ON AFRICA 
Democratic Republic of Congo
The Use of Child Soldiers in Armed Conflict
Wearing fatigues and a beret, a girl who identifies herself
only as January recounts that she joined the army when

she was ten, and now, at 16, is ranked a “sergeant, first class.” In a
war that has taken nearly four million lives in the DRC, children like
January have been recruited by the thousands to become soldiers.
They are given drugs along with their machine guns to numb their
fear, and they are told that ritual spells and talismans will protect
them from bullets. Separated from their parents by many miles, 
their diet and health is poor. In addition, girl soldiers are often made
commanders’ “wives,” subjecting them to sexual violence as well. 

WITNESS partner AJEDI-ka/PES (Association des Jeunes pour 
le Développement Intégré-Kalundu) is working to demobilize and
reintegrate these children back into society. The organization uses
video to guide efforts as the country begins to face the atrocities 
of its past and work toward lasting peace. Its first video, “On the
Frontlines: Child Soldiers in the DRC,” is being used to sensitize
parents to the dangers of allowing their children to serve as
combatants, thus discouraging the widespread voluntary recruitment
of children. The video has been shown to over 17,000 men, women,
and children in areas most deeply affected by the armed conflict. 

The second video, “A Duty to Protect,” launched in April 2005,
focuses on girl soldiers and has been screened worldwide, raising
much-needed awareness of the impact of war on girls. 

Democratic Republic of Congo
The HIV/AIDS Crisis in a War-Torn Country
Jean-Jacques, a father of two, is weakened by AIDS.
He is emaciated. He is dizzy. His ears are blocked. 
But he knows that his health could be helped by drugs

if they were at all accessible. “I could live another ten or fifteen years...
If we could get a center, we could be the first spokespeople: ‘I have
AIDS, I persevered, I receive medication,’” he says with quiet clarity.
But Jean-Jacques will die just weeks after the filming of this video,
from poverty and indifference as much as from the disease itself.

In the DRC, to live as one of the 2.3 million people with HIV/AIDS 
is to live in a limbo marked by harsh stigma and hopelessness. 
An estimated 100,000 people have died of the disease and more
than 700,000 children are orphans because of it, yet health care is
scant and expensive. Of those in need of antiretroviral treatment,
97% are without life-saving drugs. Prevalence rates of the disease
in the war-torn east are estimated to be as high as 20%, where
widespread violence and systematic rape have contributed to the
pandemic. Women and youth are disproportionately affected, and
the crisis continues to escalate.

The third co-production by WITNESS and AJEDI-ka/PES,
“Awaiting Tomorrow,” features young people living with HIV/AIDS.
The video is an urgent call to action by people living with HIV/AIDS
to the national and international community to confront the disease
ravaging their country. It has been used to help focus attention on
this emerging crisis via screenings for civil society audiences and
the media, for UN and NGO representatives, and for HIV/AIDS
activists and policymakers from around the world.

“Awaiting Tomorrow” was screened at the Uniting the World Against
AIDS film festival at the UN’s High Level meetings on AIDS. The
video was also screened for an audience of civil society and UN
representatives and the media at the Open Society Institute in New
York City. In addition, WITNESS and OSI facilitated the participation
of AJEDI-ka/PES at the International AIDS Conference in Toronto in
August, where “Awaiting Tomorrow” was screened to an audience
of 70 HIV/AIDS activists and policymakers from around the world. 
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WITNESS 
IMPACT

Success!

Thomas Lubanga Dyilo was arrested by 
the International Criminal Court for alleged 

war crimes, namely enlisting and conscripting child
soldiers in the Democratic Republic of Congo. 
The arrest warrant follows a major advocacy drive 
by partner AJEDI-ka/PES including video distribution
and screenings to key ICC officials.

While WITNESS is still in the early stages
of conceptualizing exactly how these
relationships will work, in November
WITNESS organized a “Pod” – or a two-
day think-tank – with representatives of
social media organizations from Southern
Africa, Croatia, Mexico, Malaysia, Czech
Republic, and the U.S. This Pod was an
early incarnation of how Peer Alliances
could be effectively deployed. The focus
was on the VAI and ways it can be of value
to a broader community of social justice
advocates, and on building stronger links
among like-minded organizations worldwide. 

Collaborations
In addition to the relationships WITNESS
forges with local human rights groups and
individual advocates, we have continued to
work collaboratively with preeminent global
human rights organizations. For instance,
WITNESS collaborated with the Open
Society Justice Initiative to produce a video
to accompany an application to the
European Court of Human Rights on the
issues of violent evictions and destruction
of Roma houses in Kaliningrad, Russia. 
The video was used in two press
conferences in Moscow and St. Petersburg
with the aim of bringing attention to the issue
and exposing entrenched anti-gypsyism
and racial hatred in the community. 

In 2006, our growing list of collaborators
included Forum Asia, International Service
for Human Rights, Conectas, American
Civil Liberties Union (ACLU), UNICEF,
Human Rights Watch, Amnesty International,
International Criminal Court, International
Helsinki Federation for Human Rights, and
National Council of Churches of Christ.

Laurie Freeman of Washington Office on Latin America, Sean Garcia of Latin America Working Group, and WITNESS Program Coordinator
Tamaryn Nelson at a screening in Washington, D.C.

Viewers leaving a screening of "On the Frontlines," a video co-produced in the DRC by AJEDI-ka/PES
and WITNESS to prevent voluntary recruitment of child soldiers Two weeks after this interview, Jean-Jacques passed away after living with HIV/AIDS for one year
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When the worker complained, he was
told, “A bullet from my shotgun is all
you have a right to here.”

FOCUS ON THE AMERICAS
Brazil
Slave Labor in Rural Areas
A soft-spoken man tells of how he
was hired to load 130-pound logs

onto trucks on a charcoal estate. “It was
absurd. Machines should be doing that job.
It destroys you,” he says. After 60 days of
similar work, another worker describes how
he had loaded 10 trucks and should have
been paid $450. Instead he was handed
$45. When he complained, he was told, 
“A bullet from my shotgun is all you have 
a right to here.” The living conditions, too,
were appaling: “a tiny shack for four or 
five,” which more than two dozen men were
expected to sleep in, with only fetid water to
drink, cook, and bathe.

These men, who managed to escape, are
hardly alone in this predicament. Each year,
an estimated 25,000 men enter the cycle of
slavery in Brazil in remote rural areas on cattle
ranching and charcoal estates. Forced to
take jobs far from home because of lack of
other economic opportunities, these men
often find themselves lured into debt bondage
and stranded in the middle of the Amazon.
Often they are paid little or no money and
end up indebted to landowners for having
to purchase staples to survive and tools to
do their job. They continue to work with the
endless hope of buying back their freedom.

Despite the fact that Brazil recently pledged
to eradicate slave labor by the end of 2006,
there is still a long way to go to accomplish
this goal. Current inspections barely cover
half the complaints received from runaway
workers, and although 4,000 enslaved
workers are released each year, no landowner
has ever been imprisoned for the crime of
slavery. The few criminal charges ever
pressed against offenders remain at a
standstill, languishing in the judicial system,
because of a debate over whether they
should be tried in state or federal courts.
Rampant impunity combined with a lack of
economic opportunities continues to force
tens of thousands of men to enter the cycle
of slavery each year. In a joint partnership
with the Commissão Pastoral da Terra
(CPT) and the Center for Justice and
International Law (CEJIL), WITNESS is
committed to addressing this issue. 

The resulting video, “Bound by Promises:
Contemporary Slavery in Rural Brazil,” 
was screened at the Inter-American
Commission in October. In early 2007, 
a full advocacy campaign will be launched
targeting domestic, regional, and
international decision-makers. At the
congressional level in Brazil, the video will be
used to push the passage of a constitutional
amendment that would confiscate the
estates of offending landowners. 

Kenya
Land Rights of Indigenous Peoples 
On a patch of hard, brown, barren land to which the
Endorois people have been displaced, the cattle are so
thin they must be helped to stand each morning. This was

not always so. For centuries the Endorois inhabited the rolling, lush,
fertile lands of the Central Rift Valley. Then in 1973, the Government
of Kenya created the Lake Hannington Game Reserve and in 1978,
reregistered the Lake Bogoria Game Reserve, effectively banning
these 20,000 nomadic herders from the ancestral lands they need
to survive for working, living, and religious purposes. The revenue
from the development and tourism has also been completely
denied them, so their poverty from the displacement is total. 

With the assistance of WITNESS Core Partner the Center for
Minority Rights Development (CEMIRIDE), and Minority Rights
Group (MRG), the Endorois people are collectively seeking the
protection of the African Commission on Human and Peoples’
Rights (ACHPR). WITNESS and CEMIRIDE have documented
evidence and testimony of the violations against the Endorois. 
The resulting video was the first used as evidence in the ACHPR,
and subsequently, marked the first time the government has
entered into a negotiation with plaintiffs. The outcome of the
negotiations was inconclusive, and the case was heard again by
the ACHPR in November, with a decision expected in Spring 2007.
In the meantime, WITNESS is helping to prepare a video focused
on implementation of the decision once it is announced and to
address the issues of restitution and compensation for the
Endorois community. 

The case before the ACHPR has tremendous potential for becoming
a landmark decision, affecting other similarly situated groups in
Africa. In December, CEMIRIDE accompanied the UN’s Special
Rapporteur on Human Rights of Indigenous Peoples on his visit to the
Endorois community. The Special Rapporteur will generate a report
to both the UN Human Rights Council and the Kenyan government
on the status of indigenous communities, including the Endorois.

Uganda
Torture and Displacement in Northern Uganda
One day a teenage girl walking with her mother and
sister to their home in the “protected camps” of
Northern Uganda meets two soldiers on the road. 

The soldiers rape them and the girl contracts HIV. A mother
remembers soldiers who shot off her fingers when she insisted she
had no information about the enemy. A young man tells of being
repeatedly beaten by soldiers who shout, “Tell the truth.” He is later
forced to have sex with his uncle. 

It turns out the term “protected camps” in Northern Uganda is a
gross misnomer. For two decades the Lord’s Resistance Army
(LRA) and the Ugandan army (UPDF) have been at war. Nearly 
two million civilians were forced to flee their homes to these camps
to escape the LRA who committed war crimes against them and
abducted some 20,000 children. But the soldiers who are supposed
to protect these people also brutally victimize them in the form of
arbitrary detention, torture, and rape. Here, the internally displaced
persons (IDP) population faces dangerous and appaling living
conditions. They lack the basic means of subsistence, and the
camps themselves have created an unprecedented humanitarian
crisis and regional instability. 

“Between Two Fires,” the video produced by Core Partner Human
Rights Focus (HURIFO) and WITNESS, features the personal
stories of torture survivors. Previously, the stories of abuse in
Uganda had largely centered on the LRA, but this film also holds
the Ugandan military accountable. Aimed at the military and
government, the video advocates for official acknowledgement 
of abuses, redress for torture survivors, and the strengthening of
national mechanisms against the use of torture, especially as peace
talks raise hopes for an end to active conflict. 

The film was also made with the international community in mind,
including the U.S., the European Union, and the UN Security
Council. “Between Two Fires” premiered at the UN on International
Women’s Day, sparking a discussion in the international community
about how to proceed in Uganda, a place where the crisis has been
mostly overlooked until now. 

In July, WITNESS hand-delivered “Between Two Fires” to the
Special Representative of the Secretary General on the Human
Rights of Internally Displaced Persons. He committed to stressing
the lack of accountability for torture in his private meetings with
Ugandan and other government officials. 
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Success!

Video produced by WITNESS and partner
CEMIRIDE was provided as evidence in the

Endorois communication at the May session of the
African Commission on Human and Peoples' Rights 
in The Gambia, marking the first time that video has
been used as admissible evidence in this forum. 
As a result, the government has, also for the first time,
entered into negotiation with the Endorois.

“Brazil has been
responsive, and the
International Labor
Organization has
cited its activity as 
a model for tackling
slavery. It has 
made headway
combating the
problem, but that’s
not enough. Brazil
needs to eradicate
slave labor.” 

- Xavier Plassat, Coordinator of Campaign to Eradicate Slave 
Labor, Core Partner Commissao Pastoral da Terra

The video will also be used to pressure
judicial authorities to take a stance on
which courts should try landowners.
Recently, a decision from the Brazilian
Supreme Court held that cases may be
tried in federal courts moving forward, but 
a firm policy is not yet in place. Finally, in an
effort to get at the root causes of slave labor,
the video also calls for income-generating
programs for communities that are routinely
targeted for slave labor recruitment.

WITNESS partner CEMIRIDE films elders of the Endorois community in Kenya Internally displaced survivor of torture and rape in northern Uganda with her child

Slave laborer loading coal in northern Brazil
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USA
Vigilantes on the U.S.-
Mexico Border

In the middle of the night, in the glare of
truck headlights, a group of migrants sits
huddled on the grass by the side of a road
while an American man with a cigar in his
mouth and a gun shouts, “Vigilantes get
you, man. I told you, go somewhere else.
Don’t come here.” He is Chris Simcox,
president of the Minuteman Project, an
organized group of vigilantes patrolling 
the U.S.-Mexico border. He and his peers
believe that it is their duty to do this work,
sending a message to President Bush that
he is not doing his job well enough.

Others disagree. In a video jointly produced
by WITNESS, the American Friends Service
Committee (AFSC)’s “Project Voice,” and
the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU),
called “Rights on the Line: Vigilantes at the
Border,” migrant worker Juan Gutierrez
points out, “Just because we are not from
there does not mean we cannot exercise our
human rights.” This video reframes immigrant
rights within the context of human rights,
not just by immigration status. It also shows
the continuum between official border
militarization and vigilante action.

By targeting U.S. and Mexican policymakers,
communities along the border, and migrants
already in the U.S., “Rights on the Line” calls
attention to the expanding powers of law
enforcement after 9/11, and the resulting
inhumane and often illegal treatment of
individuals crossing the U.S. border.

So far, the video has mobilized migrant
communities to join human rights campaigns
and prompted hundreds of people to
become legal observers in border regions.
In Austin, the video helped lead the City
Council to unanimously approve a resolution
opposing vigilantes and requiring authorities
to monitor and report all Minuteman
activities back to the council. The video was
covered by radio and television networks
along the U.S.-Mexico border. It has also
been screened widely in communities
throughout Arizona, California, and Texas,
as well as on public access channels
across the country.

In 2006, “Rights on the Line” mobilized
people in San Elizario, Texas, to make 
their own film about racial profiling in their
community, which was submitted as
testimony at the State Capitol in a campaign
that led the local sheriff to eliminate traffic
checkpoints used to spot undocumented

migrants. Additionally, AFSC published a
“Rights on the Line” organizer’s guide with
discussion questions and background
information and distributed copies of the
video to 165 Quaker meetings across the
country in an effort to spark debate around
immigration issues within each of these
communities. The video was also screened
at the East L.A. Film Festival, Coachella
Valley Latino Film Festival, No More Deaths
Film Festival, the United Nations Association
Human Rights Film Festival, and Jackson
Hole Film Festival. 

Mexico
Impunity Surrounding the
Murders and Disappearances
of Women

Neyra Azucena Cervantes, a young woman
with a bright smile, disappeared on her way
home from school in Chihuahua City on May
13, 2003. Her body was later found. She
had been raped and murdered. Neyra’s
violent death was one in an ongoing spree
that has plagued the Ciudad Juárez area
and Chihuahua City since 1993. In that
time, over 450 women have been murdered
– a phenomenon called “feminicide.” Yet,
authorities have not only failed to resolve the
murders, they often have muddled cases by
mishandling investigations and deliberately
falsifying evidence to fabricate culprits. 

What makes Neyra’s family’s story especially
tragic are the incidents that followed. As
authorities were typically slow in investigating
the disappearances, her cousin David
Meza travelled 1,500 miles from Chiapas 
to help search for her and demand her
investigation be taken more seriously. 
But when he questioned the Attorney
General’s work on the case, he was told,
“You want a culprit? You will have him very
soon.” One week later, David was tortured
and forced to confess to his cousin’s murder.

David’s experience is not unusual. What is
striking, however, is the union between 
the families of the missing women and the
families of those who are behind bars. 
Both groups believe that the wrong people
are being held.

WITNESS and partner Comisión Mexicana
de Defensa y Promoción de los Derechos
Humanos (CMDPDH) produced “Dual
Injustice,” a video about Neyra and David’s
family’s story. Throughout 2005 and 2006,
the film was screened at the UN Human
Rights Commission, U.S. Congress,
European Parliament, Austrian Parliament,
and throughout Mexico to push for 
changes in the way authorities handle
cases of feminicide and torture. Finally, in
what Program Coordinator Tamaryn Nelson
calls a definite turning point in the campaign
this year, the film was instrumental in
securing David’s release after he spent
three years in jail.

In 2006, “Dual Injustice” also became part
of the campaign kit included in the “16 Days
of Violence Against Women Campaign”
coordinated by several UN agencies and
international organizations, as well as
Amnesty International USA’s “Campaign to
Stop Violence against Women” Action Kit.

In anticipation of the upcoming release of
“Bordertown,” a Hollywood film about the
murders in Ciudad Juárez, WITNESS and
Amnesty International co-sponsored a
screening of the video at the home of film
director Phillip Noyce in Los Angeles.

1312

“ ‘Dual Injustice’
illustrates the
tragic reality of
families suffering
the loss of 
a daughter, sister, 
or mother in
Ciudad Juárez and
Chihuahua, Mexico.
We must find ways
to work together to
help bring an end
to these ongoing
murders.” 

- Representative Hilda L. Solis (D-CA)

Success!

“Dual Injustice,” a video
by partner Comisión

Mexicana, exposes feminicide
and torture in Ciudad Juarez/
Chihuahua, Mexico through the
story of Neyra Cervantes who
disappeared in May 2003, and 
her cousin David Meza, who was
tortured to confess to her murder
and spent 3 years in prison
awaiting a verdict. The video 
was a part of an international
campaign for his acquittal, 
which successfully led to his
release in June. 

Success!

“Rights on the Line,” 
co-produced by

WITNESS, the American Friends
Service Committee (AFSC), and
the American Civil Liberties 
Union (ACLU), has mobilized
migrant communities to join
human rights campaigns,
influenced the Austin City 
Council to unanimously approve 
a resolution opposing vigilantes
and requiring monitoring, and
sparked filmmaking within
migrant communities in Texas.

Memorial for murdered women in Ciudad Juárez/Chihuahua, Mexico  Jim Gilchrist, Co-Founder of the Minuteman Project, rallying civilians to patrol the U.S.-Mexico borderPh
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Indonesia
Papuans’ Struggle for 
Justice and Peace 

In a supermarket parking lot in Jayapura, 
the capital of Papua, Indonesia’s
easternmost province, women gather to
spread out plastic sheeting and display
their vegetables and fish for sale. Nearby,
the formal marketplace is bustling with the
wares of people who have migrated to
Papua from elsewhere in Indonesia, and the
exclusion of local women – because they
are poor, Papuan and female – is striking.
This is just one example of the inadequate
access to fundamental economic and
social rights, like the right to work, for
indigenous Papuans.

In a situation largely hidden from the world,
this population has suffered numerous
human rights abuses as a direct result of
Indonesian policy. Papua was integrated
into Indonesia as its easternmost province
under the so-called “Act of Free Choice” 
of 1969, a UN-supervised plebiscite, and 
is home to one of the world’s largest gold,
copper, and silver mines. Despite the
material wealth it provides the Indonesian
government – and because of it – Papua
has been subjected to ongoing military
operations as a result of the Indonesian
state’s security policy toward the province,
often leading to arbitrary killings, torture,
and disappearances of Papuans, and a
strong military involvement in the government.
This uninterrupted oppression and denial 
of the Papuan identity, combined with the
failure of the government’s development
policy, has resulted in more than 35 years
of hardship for the local population.

Working with WITNESS, partner
Sekretariat Keadilan dan Perdamaian
(SKP) Jayapura has already completed the
local version of its first video focused on
effective solutions for the challenges facing
the market women. The video aired before
an audience of over 200 in Jayapura in
November, at a seminar attended by the
Mayor of Jayapura and covered by local and
national media. Additional footage is now
being filmed for incorporation into a video
that will bring the underlying economic and
social rights issues in Papua highlighted by
this situation to audiences at a national level
across Indonesia and internationally in
2007. SKP is also continuing work on other
projects using video to address the whole
range of human rights abuses and repression
that Papuans have long suffered – breaking
the silence both nationally and internationally.
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FOCUS ON ASIA 
Burma
The Systematic Displacement
and Oppression of Rural
Ethnic Minorities 

A child scoops up the ashes of what is left
of her modest home. A woman speaks of
government soldiers eating all the animals
in the village before burning it to the ground.
A man describes being shot at by the army
while fleeing his home and never seeing his
mother again. A 12-year-old boy recounts
being forced to join the army that
persecutes his people. 

These are the faces of the estimated
600,000-1 million people in Burma who
have been driven from their homes repeatedly
by the Burmese military government (the
SPDC), forced to hide in the jungle or to
move to refugee camps over the Thai border.
They flee to avoid starvation, forced labor,
forced relocation, and arbitrary execution
and massacre at the hands of their 
own government.

WITNESS partner Burma Issues uses
video to document this violent repression,
to educate and mobilize grassroots
communities within Burma, and to change
international policy toward the Burmese
regime. The film “Season of Fear,” the
eighth of ten productions by Burma Issues
in partnership with WITNESS over the past
five years, features the voices of internally
displaced persons (IDPs) describing their
loss of livelihoods, homes, and food, and
has played a crucial role in bringing
attention to the issue. 

Program Manager Sam Gregory says that
this year marked a breakthrough in raising
international awareness about the regime’s
brutal attacks on rural villages – sadly, in part
because the attacks were the worst in a
decade. “Season of Fear” was in circulation
at a key moment in the international campaign
for Burma. It was shown on Capitol Hill, at
the U.K. Houses of Parliament, the Foreign
Correspondents Club in Bangkok, to UN
Security Council representatives, and to
key individual policymakers throughout
Europe, Southeast Asia, and the U.S.,
pushing for a tougher international stance
against the SPDC. A turning point in the
campaign came last September when the
situation in Burma was finally placed on the
UN Security Council agenda.

Burma Issues works with allies to use its
videos to increase communication internally
in Burma, and to raise awareness about the
situation in Eastern Burma with screenings
for various ethnic refugee groups in Thailand,
India, Bangladesh, and China. As Burma
Issues has become more proficient in its use
of video advocacy, WITNESS works in an
increasingly advisory role and encourages
the organization to share its skills with a
range of other human rights groups in the
region who want to use video to document
and advocate for the situation in Burma.
Burma Issues has already collaborated with
Karen River Watch to produce two videos
about the Salween Dam Project along the
Thai-Burma border that will cause further
devastation and displacement.

“Our partnership
with WITNESS has
already given us
the tools to take
our work to the
international arena.
These lessons 
will help us in the
future, to stand 
up on our own and
do this work by
ourselves. I can
already feel that we
are approaching
the work with
more confidence,
and that we have 
a clearer idea of
how to shape our
videos and use
them effectively.” 

- Saw Tawny Htoo, Video Project Coordinator, Core Partner 
Burma Issues

Success!

Exclusive Burma 
Issues footage showing

conditions and interview from
inside eastern Burma aired on the
top BBC current affairs program
“Newsnight”, helping push the UK
government to commit to a
comprehensive review of its
policy on humanitarian aid to
displaced civilians.

Success!

Thanks to the efforts of
the internationalcampaign

for human rights in Burma, which
includes the work of WITNESS
partner Burma Issues, the
situation in Burma was placed on
the UN Security Council agenda in
September for the first time ever. 

Internally displaced children in eastern Burma

Papuan market woman selling vegetables in Jayapura
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INSTITUTIONS 
ARE DEAD-END 
STREETS
People with intellectual
disabilities have the right 
to live in the community.

Association for Promoting Inclusion
www.inkluzija.hr

API has provided community-based housing
and other support services for people with
intellectual disabilities. Their efforts offset the
lack of alternative services in the community
that have made institutionalization in the
past the easiest route to follow. In addition,
a group of individuals who receives support
from API has established an NGO called
the Association for Self-Advocacy (ASA).
Together with this association and with
support from the Open Society Mental
Health Initiative, API advocates for policy
changes to enable people with intellectual
disabilities in Croatia to realize their rights
and to live in the community.

In January, “Living Proof” was screened for
NGO delegates at the UN Ad Hoc Committee
currently drafting a groundbreaking new
convention on disabilities rights. Throughout
2006, API showed the film before government
bodies, social welfare and healthcare
professionals, university and high school
students, and at European advocacy fora to
promote alternatives to institutionalization
for persons with intellectual disabilities. 
In October, “Living Proof” was screened 
for members of two committees of the
Croatian Parliament, and API is currently
distributing copies of the video to NGOs
throughout Croatia and the Balkans. 

Croatia
Deinstitutionalization of
People with Intellectual
Disabilities 

Seated at a table, a mild-mannered, middle-
aged woman states simply, “I had a wish to
go out, to be outside of the compound, to
take walks, to have a normal life like every
woman. This is what I wished for.” Yet for 
24 years, Milica Varjačić lived in a
residential institution, as does one in every
three people with intellectual disabilities 
in Croatia. There are more than 1.3 million
other people with intellectual disabilities
institutionalized throughout Eastern Europe
and the former Soviet Union, often in
appaling conditions. 

WITNESS partner the Association for
Promoting Inclusion (API) was established
in 1997 in Croatia with the goal of
empowering people with intellectual
disabilities to realize their human rights 
and participate as equal citizens in society.
Last year, WITNESS and API co-produced
“Living Proof: The Right to Live in the
Community,” which advocates for the rights
of people with intellectual disabilities and 
is part of a movement to help remove the
barriers that prevent them from living in 
the community. The video reveals the
meaningful lives that these individuals 
have created in the community outside 
of institutions. Milica now lives with her
cheerful and adoring husband Bozidar 
Čičić, who spent 26 years in a residential
institution. The video shows them doing
simple everyday things that most people
take for granted, like preparing food and
walking through the market, taking obvious
pleasure in each other’s company and in
their independence.

FOCUS ON EUROPE 
Bulgaria
Integrated Education for Romani Children 

“Now, what are the differences between people?” a teacher asks a
classroom filled with attentive eleven-year-olds. A fair-skinned girl
stands and proudly recites, “People differ by skin, hair, eyes…” 
The teacher interrupts, “Or we can say they differ by their appearance.
But, despite the differences all people are what…Denis?” The
answer she is looking for and quickly receives is, “Equal human beings.”

This progressive discussion is especially striking in a classroom
that is clearly integrated with Roma and non-Roma children. 
The Roma are the largest and most discriminated against ethnic
minority in Europe. While such a scene would have been unheard
of a short time ago, the efforts of WITNESS partner Organization
Drom have begun to change that. Established in Vidin, Bulgaria, 
in 1997, the organization works to promote the inclusion of Roma
into all spheres of Bulgarian society, but especially to facilitate the
educational integration of Roma children. 

Over the last six years, Drom supported the establishment of
desegregation programs in eight towns in Bulgaria. More than
3,000 Roma are integrated into the mainstream school system,
where their grades and attendance are higher, and the children 
are much more likely to complete a secondary education. 
However, 70 percent of Bulgaria’s 30,000 Roma children still
attend sub-standard, ghetto schools where only five percent stand
“the slightest chance” of completing a secondary education. As a
result, the Roma in general continue to live in a state of illiteracy,
unemployment, and poverty.

In June, Drom and WITNESS produced “Equal Access,” a video
that highlights the successes of the Vidin model of educational
desegregation. It movingly dispels the common fears and
misconceptions accompanying the public debate about integrating
Romani children in education, and articulates the benefits for the
entire society. Targeting local, regional, national, and international
audiences and policymakers, Drom’s video advocacy campaign 
will call on the Bulgarian authorities to fully implement its stated
policy of equal access to quality education for Romani students.
The video was first screened in July at the board of the Roma
Education Fund in Budapest, Hungary, and was distributed in the
fall to officials from various European advocacy fora, including the
Council of Europe. 

1716

Success!

WITNESS presented 
the video “Living Proof”

to two crucial decision-making
committees of the Croatian
Parliament, a significant step
toward the reform of Croatia’s
social welfare system. Partner
API also continues a wide-scale
distribution and outreach campaign
around the video with social justice
collaborators throughout the
BalkansandCentral EasternEurope. 

An integrated classroom in Vidin, Bulgaria

A poster used in an advocacy campaign by WITNESS partner Association for Promoting Inclusion in Croatia
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The Chechen Republic, Russian Federation
The Devastating Impact of Armed Conflict on the
Chechnyan People

WITNESS partner Memorial has been the only Russian human
rights group with permanent offices on the ground in Chechnya
since the beginning of the second military campaign in 2000. 
Its office there, one of 57 Memorial offices in Russia documenting
human rights abuses, has recorded more than 3,000 abductions 
by Russian security services. During the first six months of 2006
alone, there were 125 cases of enforced disappearances. 
Nine of these people were found dead, while another 45 are still
unaccounted for. There is almost no information about the causes
and impact that these crimes against humanity have on the local
population. The harsh living conditions and ongoing clashes
between federal soldiers and fighters in Chechnya’s mountainous
areas have uprooted thousands of villagers, forcing them to flee 
to the flatlands, which while technically within the same borders,
are far from their ancestral homes. 

There are also many serious ongoing security risks and challenges
in Chechnya for human rights defenders in particular. After the
murder of investigative journalist Anna Politkovskaya in October,
leading human rights defenders were subject to renewed threats
and accusations – some explicitly violent and some issued by the
state-controlled television station. To quote the Executive Director
of Human Rights First on the Chechen situation, “[Human rights
defenders] operate in a climate of fear, stoked by defamatory
official statements, anonymous threats, and brutal violence. 
And their activities are constricted by broadly worded laws that
provide ample scope for official interference and obstruction.” 

Despite these obstacles, the forthcoming video produced by
Memorial and WITNESS will focus on the stories of people from
the mountainous village of Zumsoy, and the struggle of Zumsoy’s
displaced villagers to maintain cultural identity and traditions in
spite of their forced uprooting by the conflict. By giving a voice to
these people, the video will call on local authorities to conduct
investigations into abuses and advocate for an end to impunity for
human rights violations. Memorial will work to influence Russia, the
EU and the international community with respect to the human rights
abuses in Chechnya, calling for an end to military operations and
the restoration of policies which will allow the return of internally
displaced villagers to their ancestral homes in the mountains.

1918

Drawing by a pupil in Zumsoy Elementary School, Chechnya

Harsh living conditions that uprooted thousands of villagers in the mountainous regions of Chechnya 

Ph
oto

: C
ou

rte
sy

 of
 O

rg
an

iza
tio

n D
ro

m
 / W

ITN
ES

S

Ph
oto

: C
ou

rte
sy

 of
 O

rg
an

iza
tio

n D
ro

m
 / W

ITN
ES

S



“Outlawed” has reached a number of
general and special-interest audiences via
screenings at international seminars,
universities, and film festivals in the U.S.,
Mexico, Italy, and South Africa. Some of those
venues include the Vermont International
Film Festival, the International Commission
of Jurist’s-sponsored session during the UN
Human Rights Council meeting in Geneva,
the Hull House Museum in Chicago, and an
Arab Students United screening at New
York University. The film was also shown in
more than 200 house parties in 44 states
across the U.S. organized by Amnesty
USA’s Denounce Torture Initiative. In early
2007, the JEHT Foundation, which financed
the production and distribution, will support
a series of 50 “Outlawed” screenings on
college campuses organized by Americans
for Informed Democracy.

An excerpt of the video was also shown 
at the National Press Club at an ACLU-
sponsored news conference regarding
Khaled El-Masri’s lawsuit against the 
CIA as his case came before the Federal
Appeals Court on November 28th. The
ACLU’s Executive Director Anthony Romero
was present along with WITNESS’ Deputy
Director Jenni Wolfson, Khaled El-Masri
himself, and ACLU attorneys Steven Watt
and Ben Wizner. 

Wider audiences throughout the world
have also seen and heard excerpts of the
film, on the BBC, Russia Today, France 3,
Islam TV, and on Internet news sites. As of
December, the full version of “Outlawed”
has been viewed more than 20,000 times
on Google Video and the excerpted version
more than 30,000 times on YouTube.

The 15 partners affiliated with the
production, including WITNESS, have
strategized on how to systematically end
the practices described in the film. Some
goals are to: strengthen laws supervising
the activities of national and foreign
intelligence services by both the U.S.
Congress and European governments; seek
redress for victims of torture and rendition
and their families; gain transparency for
transfers and imprisonment of all detainees
and ensure due process for them; support
ratification of the Optional Protocol to the
UN Convention Against Torture (OPCAT),
which will require independent monitoring of
detention sites; and encourage European
governments to actively and publicly call for
an end to the policy of renditions and secret
detentions and to use all their means to
bring those responsible to justice. 

When Khaled El-Masri, a German citizen of
Lebanese descent, went to Macedonia on
vacation in December 2003, he did not
consider the strange and brutal possibility
that he would be removed from a tourist
bus, interrogated and ultimately detained
for months on end without charges or trial.
He was denied contact with his family, the
German embassy, or an interpreter. His
captors told him if he confessed to being a
member of Al Qaeda, he would be deported
back to Germany, but he refused to lie.
Consequently, he was beaten and tortured,
sent to an American prison in Afghanistan,
and held in custody for five months without
any charges. Ultimately, he was released by
his captors on a dusty road somewhere
near Albania without the slightest apology. 
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“[Your film on
unlawful rendition
and torture] brings
a real human face
to the problem.
From the faith-
based community
this gets at who
we are as a people.
This is a policy
being carried out
in our names.”

- Antonios Kireopoulos, Associate General Secretary for
International Affairs and Peace, National Council of
Churches USA 

El-Masri is one of two subjects at the heart
of the powerful, 27-minute documentary,
“Outlawed: Extraordinary Rendition, Torture
and Disappearances in the ‘War on Terror,’”
produced by WITNESS and 14 ally
organizations worldwide. In it, firsthand
testimonies stand in stark contrast to the
U.S. government’s official policies on
torture and rendition. The film provides vivid
evidence about the U.S.’s dirty secrets, and
it has been instrumental in mobilizing the
international community to try to end these
practices. In September, under mounting
international pressure, President Bush finally
admitted that the U.S. was holding
detainees at secret detention centers.

The other subject of the film is Binyam
Mohamed, a 23-year-old British resident 
of Ethiopian descent. Taken into custody 
in Pakistan, Mohamed was not able to
contact his family for three years. In the film,
his brother reads his diary, written in
harrowing detail. Mohamed, now detained
in Guantanamo Bay, writes of having his
genitals routinely mutilated by captors in
Morocco. Then he was held in darkness 24
hours a day in a prison in Kabul while forced
to listen to blaring hip-hop and rock music.
He has been in custody for three-and-a-half
years without charges. 

The stories of these two men boldly
illustrate what human rights groups and
several public inquiries in Europe had 
found already: the U.S. government, with
the complicity of numerous governments
worldwide, is engaged in the illegal
practice of extraordinary rendition, secret
detention, and torture. Since 9/11,
somewhere between several hundred to
over 1,000 people have been illegally
detained and flown to third countries. 
(The secrecy of the policy makes an exact
figure difficult to calculate.) There they 
have suffered additional human rights
abuses, including torture and enforced
disappearance. 

On June 27th, the documentary premiered
at the summer plenary session of the
Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of
Europe (CoE). It was the visual counterpart
to a report by Swiss Senator and CoE
Rapporteur Dick Marty. His report offered
resolution and recommendations, which
were subsequently adopted by the CoE in 
a flurry of press coverage. “Outlawed” was
delivered to every member of the U.S.
Congress during the same week in
conjunction with a teach-in and special day
of lobbying against extraordinary rendition
as part of Torture Awareness Month.

Spotlight on
Extraordinary Rendition 
in the “War on Terror”

“Outlawed: Extraordinary
Rendition,Torture&Disappearances
in the ‘War on Terror’”
A WITNESS production with allies
worldwide including Human Rights
Watch, Amnesty International, American
Civil Liberties Union, and National
Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.

“WITNESS achieved remarkable success on two fronts: it
produced a compelling film about a very challenging subject;
and it united NGOs on both sides of the Atlantic in their efforts
to hold governments to account. Well done WITNESS for its
powerful video advocacy in our shared search for the truth.”

- Dick Marty, Council of Europe Rapporteur on Secret Detentions and Unlawful Inter-State Transfers of Detainees

Detainees at Camp X-Ray, Guantanamo Bay Detainee at Camp X-Ray, Guantanamo BayPh
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2524 Core Partner Trainings
1) Brazil 
Partners: CPT and CEJIL

2) Indonesia
Partner: SKP-Jayapura

3) Kenya 
Partner: CEMIRIDE

4) Burma/Thailand 
Partner: Burma Issues

5) Burma/Thailand
Partner: Burma Issues

6) USA (New York)
Partner: AJEDI-ka/PES

7) USA (New York)
Partner: CEMIRIDE

8) USA (New York)
Partners: CPT/CEJIL

9) USA (New York)
Partner: Organization Drom

Equipment
1) Bulgaria
Partner: Organization Drom

2) Democratic Republic of Congo
Partner: AJEDI-ka/PES

3) Papua, Indonesia
Partner: SKP-Jayapura 

4) Burma/Thailand
Partner: Burma Issues

Impact
1) Burma/Thailand
Exclusive Burma Issues footage showing conditions and interviews from
inside eastern Burma aired on the top BBC current affairs program Newsnight,
helping push the U.K. government to commit to a comprehensive review of its
policy on humanitarian aid to displaced civilians.

2) Burma/Thailand
Thanks to the efforts of the international campaign for human rights in Burma,
which includes the work of WITNESS partner Burma Issues, the situation in
Burma was placed on the UN Security Council agenda in September for the
first time ever. 

3) Croatia
WITNESS presented “Living Proof” on the rights of the intellectually disabled
to two crucial decision-making committees of the Croatian Parliament, a
significant step toward the reform of Croatia’s social welfare system. Partner
API also continues a wide-scale distribution and outreach campaign around
the video with social justice collaborators throughout the Balkans and Central
Eastern Europe. 

4) Democratic Republic of Congo
Thomas Lubanga Dyilo was arrested by the International Criminal Court for
alleged war crimes, namely enlisting and conscripting child soldiers in the
DRC. The arrest warrant follows a major advocacy drive by partner AJEDI-
ka/PES including video distribution and screenings to key ICC officials.

5) Kenya
Video produced by WITNESS and partner CEMIRIDE was provided as evidence
in the Endorois communication at the May session of the African Commission
on Human and Peoples’ Rights in The Gambia, marking the first time that
video has been used as admissible evidence in this forum. As a result, the
government has, for the first time, entered into negotiation with this
indigenous community.

6) Mexico
“Dual Injustice,” a video by partner Comisión Mexicana, exposes feminicide
and torture in Ciudad Juárez/Chihuahua through the story of Neyra Cervantes
who disappeared in May 2003, and her cousin David Meza, who was tortured
to confess to her murder and spent 3 years in prison awaiting a verdict. 
The video was a part of an international campaign for his acquittal, which
successfully led to his release. 

7) Russia
WITNESS and the Open Society Justice Initiative produced a video to
accompany an application to the European Court of Human Rights on the
issues of violent evictions and destruction of Roma houses in Kaliningrad. 
The video was used in two press conferences in Moscow and St. Petersburg
with the aim of bringing attention to the issue and exposing entrenched 
anti-gypsyism and racial hatred in the community. 

8) Serbia
Past Seeding participant Women in Black (WIB) in Serbia has screened
WITNESS videos in its “Facing the Past” campaign, which seeks to raise
awareness of the responsibility of the Slobodan Milosevic regime for war
crimes, genocide, and destruction in the former Yugoslavia – an essential
step in the democratic transition of the region. Drawing on skills from a
WITNESS Seeding Workshop, WIB is also producing its first video on the
impact of armed conflict in the former Yugoslavia on women and children.

New Productions
1) “Awaiting Tomorrow” 
Partner: AJEDI-ka/PES
Country: Democratic Republic of Congo

2) “Between Two Fires: Torture and Displacement in Northern Uganda” 
Partner: HURIFO
Country: Uganda

3) “Bound by Promises: Contemporary Slavery in Rural Brazil” 
Partners: CPT/CEJIL 
Country: Brazil

4) “Dammed Lives” 
Partner: Burma Issues in collaboration with Karen River Watch
Country: Burma/Thailand
*produced video using the video advocacy skills gained through trainings
with WITNESS.

5) “Equal Access: Integrated Education for Romani Children in Bulgaria”
Partner: Organization Drom
Country: Bulgaria

6) “Evidentiary submission to the African Commission on Human and
Peoples’ Rights” 
Partner: CEMIRIDE
Country: Kenya

7) “Evidentiary submission to the European Court of Human Rights on
the Demolition of Romani houses in Kaliningrad, Russian Federation”
Partner: Co-Produced with Open Society Justice Initiative 
Country: Russia 

8) “Outlawed: Extraordinary Rendition, Torture and Disappearances 
in the ‘War on Terror’” 
Partner: WITNESS collaboration with 13 partners worldwide
Country: USA

9) “Season of Fear: Internally Displaced People in Burma Call for
International Action” 
Partner: Burma Issues
Country: Burma/Thailand

Seeding Workshops
1) Atlanta, USA

2) Baucau, East Timor

3) Berlin, Germany

4) Budapest, Hungary

5) Ohio, USA 

6) Chicago, USA

7) Dubrovnik, Croatia

8) Geneva, Switzerland

9) Kathmandu, Nepal

10) Kathmandu, Nepal

11) London, UK

12) London, UK

13) Massachusetts, USA

14) New York, USA

15) New York, USA

16) New York, USA

17) New York, USA

18) New York, USA

19) New York, USA

20) North Carolina, USA

21) São Paulo, Brazil

22) Sofia, Bulgaria

23) Strasbourg, France

24) Venice, Italy

25) Warsaw, Poland

26) District of Columbia, USA

27) Zagreb, Croatia



2726

REACHING NEW
AUDIENCES

2006 Rights Alerts

• “Between Two Fires,” co-produced with partner
HURIFO, focusing on the torture of internally 
displaced persons in Northern Uganda.

• “Season of Fear,” produced by partner Burma 
Issues in association with WITNESS, centering on 
the plight of internally displaced persons in Burma. 

• “Outlawed: Extraordinary Rendition, Torture and
Disappearances in the ‘War on Terror,’” produced 
by WITNESS with 14 nonprofit allies worldwide,
exposing the engagement of the U.S. government 
in illegal practices of extraordinary rendition, secret
detention, and torture. 

• “Awaiting Tomorrow,” co-produced with partner
AJEDI-Ka/PES, illuminating the silent storm of
HIV/AIDS ravaging communities in the Democratic
Republic of Congo. 

• “Equal Access: Integrated Education for Romani
Children in Bulgaria,” co-produced with partner
Organization Drom, promoting the inclusion of Roma
into Bulgarian society. 

New Membership

We exceeded our new membership goal by 100% 
in FY06 by adding 3,131 members during the year,
surpassing our annual goal of 1,500. This significant
increase in membership is linked to doubling our
website traffic during the year and increased 
media exposure.
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Sales and Licensing Revenues

• Video Sales revenues increased more than 300% since the January 2006 
catalog mailing.

• Licensing revenues increased more than 300% since FY05.
• Other Sales are comprised of Video for Change book and Artists Support 

www.witness.org fine art project.
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Video Added to Collection

• 560 titles from 11 countries including Brazil, Bulgaria, Burma, Croatia, Democratic
Republic of Congo, Indonesia, Kenya, Mexico, Sierra Leone, Uganda and the U.S.
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WITNESS Media Archive

The WITNESS Media Archive is the repository for over 3,000 hours
of video representing original raw footage from WITNESS’ global
human rights partners, as well as more than 50 of our documentary
productions. The Archive supports the ongoing work of WITNESS
partners, provides access to a broader community of advocates,
journalists, and filmmakers, and serves as a leader in the documentation
and preservation of the audiovisual human rights record. 

This year, the Archive received over 400 hours of footage from 9
countries, including Brazil, Bulgaria, Burma, Democratic Republic
of Congo, Indonesia, Mexico, Uganda, and the U.S.

In January, the first-ever printed video sales catalog was published
and mailed to over 17,000 potential customers in the academic and
educational markets. At the same time a brand-new online store
went live on the WITNESS site at www.witness.org/store.
Since then, sales of WITNESS videos have increased by 
over 300%.

Success!

In 2006 Media Archive footage was seen 
on “Frontline,” “Now with David Brancaccio,”

BBC, CBC, “Oprah,” and in documentaries on child
soldiers, the war in Sierra Leone, and the crisis 
in Darfur.

“In developing its Media
Archive, WITNESS has
shown tremendous 
foresight in recognizing 
the importance of archives
within the realm of human
rights, not only as guardians
of historical memory, but 
as active participants in
ongoing advocacy.”

- Louis Bickford, Director, Networks and Capacity Building Unit, International Center 
for Transitional Justice (ICTJ) 

“I felt like we reached people – sharing
with them how amazing WITNESS is!”

- Sam E., Street Team Volunteer 

WITNESS has collaborated with a variety
of broadcast platforms and distribution
channels, advancing our partners’ efforts to
bring human rights issues to the center of
public debate. In 2006, footage from our
partners was seen on BBC, CNN, CBC,
Link TV, Free Speech TV, PBS, Democracy
Now!, Reuters, Voice of America, 

and Current TV. Stories on WITNESS and
its related campaigns appeared in print
publications such as Forbes, Associated
Press, Washington Post, Los Angeles
Times, The Guardian, International Herald
Tribune, The Boston Globe, Bangkok Post,
The Nation, and New York Times. 

Our other key distribution platform is the
WITNESS website, www.witness.org,
which broadcasts monthly Rights Alerts –
short videos edited collaboratively with our
partners that spotlight key campaigns and
encourage activism through provided links. 

WITNESS Co-founder Peter Gabriel leaves Capitol Hill in Washington, D.C. after presenting a film on Burma’s dictatorship



When Ssanyu Kalibbala moved to Brooklyn,
New York, a few years ago she was thrilled
to learn that an organization she’d been
intrigued by as an undergraduate –
WITNESS – was just down the street. 
Not long after, while pursuing her graduate
degree in Media Arts at Long Island
University, she applied and was accepted
to the internship program. 

It was, she says, “a perfect match,” and 
she quickly became involved with the Core
Partner project and video related to Northern
Uganda. A native Canadian of Ugandan
descent, Ssanyu had worked in Uganda from
1995 to 2001 for a local television station.
“I was always interested during that time 
in getting local programming and African
stories. Media should be a two-way street,”
she says, referring to the fact that so much
of the news about Africa is generated from
the West. Working on the WITNESS project
married three of her primary interests: the
democratization of the media; her special
affection for Uganda; and getting some
human rights experience under her belt.

Hakima Abbas, Program Coordinator for
Africa and the Middle East, says of Ssanyu’s
involvement, “Ssanyu came to WITNESS
with an unprecedented set of skills,
experience, and contacts that made her
invaluable to the campaign, and her talents
and energy were instrumental to its
successes.” Because of Ssanyu’s prior
experience she took on more than a regular
intern and was soon finding journalist
contacts in East Africa for the project and
researching background on the twenty-year
conflict for the video. “I was given a lot of
responsibilities, and I loved being in an
office with so many like-minded, passionate
people,” she says. She was so engaged in
her work with WITNESS that she worked
for ten months rather than the usual three,
often putting in three or four days a week.

The highlight of her time working at
WITNESS was when the advocacy
campaign for Northern Uganda was
launched on International Women’s Day 
at the UN in March. It was the premiere of
the video “Between Two Fires: Torture and
Displacement in Northern Uganda” and
afterward there was an interesting debate
about the longtime conflict which has been
virtually ignored. 

“It was an inspirational event to see the
international community discussing how 
to proceed in Uganda,” she says, adding, 
“It was one of the first times that not just the
LRA was accused on an international level.
What made the video unusual was that it
also denounced atrocities committed by
the Ugandan army.” She considered it a
hopeful sign that representatives from the
Ugandan embassy attended the screening,
and though they refuted the accusations,
“Usually they don’t even show up to
express their opinion.”

Since Ssanyu left WITNESS she has
returned to a long-term documentary
project of her own about the role of
Catholic missionaries in East Africa. 
She has also worked and lectured for 
the Coalition of International Criminal
Courts (CICC). Her time at WITNESS 
has affected her profoundly she says. 
“I’m still doing media work, but I will always
prefer media work that creates change.”
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WITNESS Volunteers 
Our volunteer internship program has 
been a significant component of WITNESS
since 1999. It provides crucial assistance
for all aspects of our work, while serving our
mission by training the next generation of
video activists.

Interns at WITNESS are usually college
students or recent graduates from a wide
variety of universities, both regional and
foreign. We offer our interns the chance 
to become involved with many aspects 
of the video post-production process, 
from logging and transcribing footage to
dubbing and translating, and are always
looking in particular for interns who speak
the languages of our Core Partners
(currently Arabic, Bahasa Indonesia,
Bulgarian, French, Karen, Portuguese,
Russian, and Spanish). In addition to
working directly on films, interns help out
with general research, correspond with
partners, work on licensing agreements,
edit and proofread documents, and assist
with film festival submissions. We are also
always eager for interns who can help us
with administrative tasks.

In addition, for others who want to become
involved in video advocacy, but may not
have the time to fulfill an internship, we have
developed the WITNESS Street Team. 
The Street Team is comprised of individuals
and groups who help raise the profile of
WITNESS in their communities. Whether
canvassing at a concert for new members
or distributing petitions and calls to action,
Street Team members can make a real
contribution with limited effort, and the
program is open to youth as well.

The philosophy behind the Street Team
program mirrors our work with WITNESS
Core Partners. Just as we strive to build 
the capacity of grassroots human rights
groups around the world, we try to empower
activist communities in the U.S. to “bring
home” issues to those with the power to
make a difference.

To date, the Street Team has been active
mainly on concert tours in the progressive
music scene. In 2006, we had volunteers 
at concerts given by The Indigo Girls,
Damien Rice, Fiona Apple, The Vans
Warped Tour, Ladysmith Black Mambazo,
The Sierra Leone Refugee All Stars, and
Ani DiFranco. Street Team volunteers
helped raise awareness about WITNESS
and collect nearly 4,000 new subscribers
to our e-newsletters. 

Whether you are interested in an internship
or in joining the Street Team, we welcome
the active participation and support of
people from all walks of life. Please contact
us via the Volunteer section of our website,
www.witness.org, for information on
internships, and through the Get Involved
section for information on the Street Team. 

Spotlight on Intern
Extraordinaire: 

Ssanyu Kalibbala 

“I got more out of this internship [with
WITNESS] than I can process at this
point and I know I’ll be calling on the
lessons I learned here for a long time.”

- Noelle Janka, Former WITNESS Intern 

WITNESS volunteers at the Vans Warped Tour 2006 signing up new supporters to our e-mail listsPh
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Selected Conferences 

• Executive Director Gillian Caldwell participated in the
2006 TED Conference where the WITNESS PSA and
excerpts from “Between Two Fires” were screened 
for a corporate audience of 1,000 individuals 
representing the U.S. and 14 other countries.

• Executive Director Gillian Caldwell attended the World
Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland, as a Schwab
Social Entrepreneur.

• WITNESS participated in the Southeast and Midwest
Social Forums, where “Rights on the Line” was
screened for audiences of activists.

• “Season of Fear” was screened for over 
100 participants including parliamentarians, 
politicians, academics, diplomats/foreign mission
representatives, civil society groups, individuals, 
and media at a seminar on ASEAN action on 
Burma at the Centre for Strategic and International
Studies (CSI), Jakarta, Indonesia. 

• Program Manager Sam Gregory participated in
“Human Rights & Media,” a panel discussion at
Harvard’s John F. Kennedy School of Government.

Awards 2006

• Fast Company/Monitor Group named WITNESS for
the third year in a row as one of the top 25 groups
changing the world.

• WITNESS received the Reuters Mohamed Amin Award
2006 for outstanding contributions to TV news made
by individuals/organizations who do not necessarily
have a high profile or receive extensive publicity. 

• Executive Director Gillian Caldwell received an
“Everyday Freedom Hero” award from the Freedom
Center in Cincinnati, Ohio, honoring people in a 
variety of experiences who do extraordinary work.

• WITNESS was named an Official Honoree at the 
10th annual Webby Awards.

Film Festivals—Selected
Highlights 2006

• “Dual Injustice” and two videos by WITNESS partner
Burma Issues, “Voices from the Salween Dam” and
“From Prison to the Frontline”, were screened at the
New Zealand Human Rights Film Festival. 

• “Rights on the Line” was screened at the Jackson
Hole Film Festival, the Oxnard Independent Film
Festival, the United Nations Association Film
Festival, and others. 

• “Season of Fear” was screened at the Tokyo Refugee
Film Festival and the Oxnard festival.

• “Rights on the Line” and “Between Two Fires” were
screened and discussed at the IMPACT Festival in
New York City.

• “Outlawed” was screened at the 3 Continents Film
Festival in South Africa, the Milano Film Festival, 
and the Vermont International Film Festival.

• “Following Antigone” was screened at the
Archaeology Channel International Film and Video
Festival in Eugene, Oregon.

Creating Human Rights Allies—
Selected Media Highlights 2006

Television:
• PBS’ “The Charlie Rose Show” interviewed 

Peter Gabriel, Executive Director Gillian Caldwell 
and Board Member Van Jones.

• Miles O’Brien of “CNN Morning” interviewed Peter
Gabriel and Executive Director Gillian Caldwell 
following their visit to the U.S. Congress calling 
for renewed support of internally displaced persons
inside Burma.

• “NOW” with David Brancaccio on PBS presented 
a documentary profile of WITNESS featuring an 
interview with Peter Gabriel.

• BBC’s “Newsnight” broadcast a report using 
partner Burma Issues’ footage about the ongoing
humanitarian and human rights crisis in Burma.

• BBC News and BBC World News Service covered 
the launch of the video “Outlawed” at the Council 
of Europe.

Print:
• Forbes Magazine featured an article about WITNESS

and the forthcoming Hub. 
• Approximately 60 major newspapers around the

world covered WITNESS’ Second Annual Focus for
Change Benefit Dinner and Concert and the delivery
of 250 letters signed by celebrities and other 
guests to UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan calling 
on the Security Council to approve its first resolution
on Burma. 

• The Nation, Bangkok featured an OpEd on Burma 
by Peter Gabriel and Nobel Peace Prize-winner Adolfo
Perez Esquivel. 

Online
• The BBC’s Business website hosted Executive

Director Gillian Caldwell’s blog from the World
Economic Forum.

• The New York Times online Circuits section by David
Pogue featured WITNESS in a story called “Catching
Human Rights Violations on Camera.”

• “Confronting the Truth about Torture” on The
Nation.com explored the faith-based community’s
involvement in WITNESS’ “Outlawed” campaign. 

Radio:
• NPR’s “Weekend Edition Saturday” and BBC’s

Burmese Service interviewed Kweh Say, a 
representative of WITNESS partner Burma Issues. 

• Bloomberg Radio interviewed Executive Director
Gillian Caldwell and Program Manager Sam Gregory.

The Hub
Imagine a website, not unlike YouTube or
MySpace, devoted to human rights-related
video media that can be uploaded or down-
loaded by anyone in the world. In September,
WITNESS unveiled the pilot of such a project
in collaboration with Global Voices Online
(www.globalvoicesonline.org/witness).
It will launch the full version of the “Hub” 
in July 2007. 

The Hub will be the only global online
destination where concerned citizens,
activists, journalists, researchers, and
advocates worldwide will be able upload
human rights related media from handheld
devices or personal computers, creating
and joining communities and calls to 
action around the abuses they witness.
Using existing technologies such as mobile
devices, web-based video uploads and
distribution, online open source video
editing systems, content syndication, social
software, peer filtering, user-generated
meta tags, and online advocacy and
organizational tools, the site will embrace
the populist shift toward user-generated
content – all in the service of global human
rights advocacy. Ultimately, the Hub will
operate as a comprehensive portal for
WITNESS’ Seeding Video Advocacy
initiative, providing the tools of video
advocacy to anyone interested in using
them in their work.

“My dream is that the Hub will be a
destination site, or ‘a one-stop shop,’ for all
human rights related media, and an active
global online community,” Hub Technology
Manager Chutinthara Tina Gongsakdi says.
“And that it will generate a community of
concerned and knowledgeable people,
offering resources and training, and providing
a place for the mainstream media to find
footage and stories, and focus its attention
on human rights issues around the world.”

Currently, the pilot is a curated forum
focusing on video of or about human rights
violations. The pilot’s editor, Sameer Padania,
opened the site with a post detailing how
video cell phones and distribution networks
are helping to put an end to police and prison
brutality in Malaysia. Subsequent posts
include video exposing abuses from China,
Egypt, Mexico, Zimbabwe, South Korea,
and the U.S. Other videos introduce issues
of rising homophobia in Eastern Europe
and Iraqi child soldiers. Many of the videos
have fostered discussion and debate
around the issues.

“It is entirely appropriate that an award
designed to honour the unsung heroes
of TV news should, this year, focus on 
the often unknown individuals who
bring stories of abuse and human
rights violations to the wider world. 
In honouring WITNESS,wealsohonour
all thosewhohave contributed video,
sometimes at great risk.”

- Tony Donovan, Managing Director, Reuters TV 

“YouTube has
shown the world
the potential for
uploaded video 
and our Hub 
could definitely 
do the same job 
for human rights. 
The site will be able
to connect activists
with those who can
influence and bring
about change.” 

- Peter Gabriel, Co-Founder, WITNESS, Huffington Post

HUB
THE
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Since September, Gongsakdi’s work 
has focused on resolving both technical
and policy issues relating to the site. 
“The technical challenges are relatively
minor,” she says, compared to the larger
ones determining policy. There are issues
concerning safety and security, copyright,
unsuitable or inappropriate content, and 
the very definition of what constitutes human
rights related material. The idea is to
effectively create a “participatory culture”
so that individuals and organizations can
rally around a particular video or theme to
create positive change – whether the subject
is the crisis in Darfur or police brutality in
Montgomery, Alabama. However, the content
on the site will still need to be monitored for
inappropriate and offensive material, both
by editors and by the community of users.

Gongsakdi points out that not all these
questions can be answered by just sitting 
in a room. “We’ll have to get out and launch
the project and solve problems as they
come up, as the Hub and its community
develop and grow. It will always be a work
in progress.”

In May 2007, a semi-private beta site 
with limited functionality will be made
available to allies and to people on the 
Hub newsletter list to provide a round of
feedback that will be incorporated into the
final site, when footage and material will
already be in place. The full site will launch
in the Fall.

When Peter Gabriel founded WITNESS,
his powerful vision was a technology-
enabled platform where everyone’s stories
of human rights abuse and solutions could
be heard. By putting video cameras in the
hands of as many human rights activists 
as possible, he hoped that their evidence,
placed in the public sphere, would provoke
a global response. The Hub is a natural
extension of that inspiring idea: it provides
both a stage and a built-in audience for
human rights video footage largely ignored
by the mainstream media. Already, the
launch of the pilot has drawn significant
interest, and has been featured online on
BBC’s “Talk about Newsnight,” world-
renowned Joichi Ito’s blog, and “Media
Shift” on PBS’s website. 

“My dream is that
the Hub will be a
destination site, or
‘a one-stop shop,’
for all human rights
related media, and
an active global
online community.”

- Hub Producer Chutinthara Tina Gongsakdi



On December 11th, WITNESS held its
Second Annual Focus for Change Benefit
Dinner and Concert at the Hammerstein
Ballroom in midtown Manhattan. The focus of
the evening was WITNESS and partner
Burma Issues’ campaign addressing the
human rights abuses of rural civilians in Burma.

The 450 guests were treated to stirring
musical performances by Paul Simon,
Angélique Kidjo, Kate and Fred of the
B52’s, and Forro in the Dark, while at the
center of it all was an issue of ever-
increasing urgency that WITNESS has
been dedicated to for the past five years.
Actor Gael García Bernal co-hosted the
event with WITNESS co-founder Peter
Gabriel, and, along with Kweh Say, the
keynote speaker representing WITNESS’
partner Burma Issues, they spoke of the
brutal 30-year campaign that Burma’s
military regime has waged against the
country’s ethnic minorities. (Read more
about the situation in Burma on page 14). 

Some 250 guests, including the hosts 
and musicians, and other celebrities such
as actors Tim Robbins and Meg Ryan and
musicians Suzanne Vega and Nile Rodgers,
signed letters that were delivered to UN
Secretary General Kofi Annan. The letters
urge him to recognize that the “pace 
of attacks and scale of displacement 
[in Eastern Burma] is the worst in over 
a decade” and personally request that a
resolution be drafted on Burma as soon 
as possible, calling on the military junta, 
the SPDC, to cease its violent attacks
against civilians in ethnic minority regions
and allow “unfettered access to
humanitarian aid”.

This serious heart of an otherwise festive
evening garnered an impressive amount 
of media attention, and substantive stories
were run by Reuters-TV, NPR, Bloomberg
News, CNBC, and the New York Daily
News, among other places. The Oslo-
based “Democratic Voice of Burma”
covered the event and broadcast the story
inside Burma to about ten million citizens,
offering hope that the rest of the world is
finally paying attention to the human rights
crisis that has afflicted them for so long. 

A live auction of eleven unique items and
experiences offered such fare as an iPod
nano personally programmed by Lou Reed,
a private barbecue with David Crosby and
Jackson Browne at Crosby’s home, and a
vintage Fairlight CMI keyboard featuring
signatures from 44 celebrity musicians,
composers, and producers on the keys,
which alone fetched $100,000 via a
simultaneous auction on eBay. The benefit
netted over $480,000 for WITNESS.
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Success!

WITNESS raised over
$480,000 and reached

over 5 million people through
press coverage of the Second
Annual Focus for Changes 
Benefit Dinner and Concert 
co-hosted by Peter Gabriel and
Gael García Bernal and featuring
musical performances by Paul
Simon, Angélique Kidjo, Forro in
the Dark, and Kate Pierson and
Fred Schneider of the B-52's.

Spotlight on Focus 
for Change 

The Second Annual 
Focus for Change Benefit Dinner
and Concert

“WITNESS is a
vehicle for people to
show the injustices
they live and to
denounce what
goes on in their
immediate context.” 

- Gael García Bernal, Actor 
- Gael García Bernal, Actor

Gael García Bernal co-hosting the Second Annual Focus for Change Benefit Dinner and Concert Gael García Bernal and Kweh Say, Core Partner Burma Issues Angélique Kidjo performing

Kate Pierson and Fred Schneider of the B-52's performing

Fred Schneider of the B-52s performing Peter Gabriel Tim Robbins and Gillian Caldwell

Peter Gabriel, Suzanne Vega, Gillian Caldwell, and Nile Rodgers
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OUR CONTINUED
COMMITMENT

Our dedicated staff has made great strides
in equipping and training our Core Partners
and brokering strategic alliances to advance
their advocacy goals, providing the tools 
of video advocacy to hundreds of new
advocates each year through the Seeding
Video Advocacy initiative, and identifying
opportunities to get our videos seen by
millions of people worldwide through 
our communications strategies and the
licensing of footage to major media outlets.

We remain committed to disseminating our
proven methodology as widely as possible
through the new Video Advocacy Institute
and online Hub initiatives to ensure that
video grows into a potent force in the global
struggle for human rights.

As we enter our 15th year in
2007, we have demonstrated
the power of WITNESS’
model for advancing human
rights work around the
world. Through collaboration
with human rights groups 
in over 70 countries, we
have bridged the divide 
that isolates advocates in
remote regions by linking
them to new technologies
and a global audience.
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FINANCIALS*

Income

$2,205,227

$1,899,333

$2,484,960

$2,761,031

$2,909,607

$1,280,629

Training & Video Production $1,280,629 44%
Education & Outreach $618,704 21%
Fundraising $305,894 11%
Management & General $279,733 10%
Archive $276,071 9%
Events $148,576 5%

Total Expenses FY06 $2,909,607 100%

*Audited figures for Fiscal Year 2006 (July 1, 2005 – June 30, 2006)

Foundations $1,808,170 57%
In-Kind Goods & Services $426,864 13%
Events $421,060 13%
Earned & Investment Income $195,645 6%
Individuals $159,597 5%
Corporations $101,307 3%
Board of Directors $99,750 3%

Total FY06 $3,212,393 100%
Less Revenue Restricted to Future Periods $183,920

Total Adjusted Gross Income, FY06 $3,028,473

Expenses
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CONTRIBUTORS WITNESS gratefully acknowledges the following individuals,
foundations, and corporations that supported our activities from
July 2005 through June 2006.

Michael Abramson, Jay Badgley, Randy Bergman, Brooke Berry, Deb and Lew Bigelow,
Andrew Blau, Mark Breedon, David Brin, Lili & Stanford Brown, Catherine Cahill and
William Bernhard, Caldwell Law, Pamela Calvert, Alan Char, Ashok Chaudhari, Melissa
Cherry, Marvin Cohen, Robert Cohen, Christopher J. D’Amelio, Terese Deboo, Maria G.
Del Toro, Mona De Vestel, Matthew DeWitt, Roger Dietz, Hope Dodson, Niles Donegan,
Matthew Durden, Laura Einstein, Jennie Ewing, Seth G. Fearey, Elliot Feldman, Diana
Fisher, Ann Hanes Flinn, Keri Foley, Tom Fontana, Tennaly Fortier, Anna Foster, Buffy
Frick, Pam Friday, Jeffrey Fried, Ariel Friedman, Dianna Friedman, Kimberly Fulton,
Linda Gaal, Vanessa Garcia-Brito, Milton & Shirley Glaser, Edward Goldman, Janice
Goldman, Marina Goldman, Ananda Grant, Viveca Greene, The Greene Grape, Flora
Greenhoot, Ursula and Bruce Gregory, Marie Gunn, Frederick and Sarah Haberman,
John Harlin, John Hart, Susan & Harry E. Hartzell, Walter Heineken, Karin Hillhouse,
Cynthia Hoffman, Gary W. Honig, Elizabeth Hubley, Huffstutler Properties, I Do
Foundation, Tasneem Ismailji, Lynne Jackson, Jody Johnson, Mark Jones, Peter Jones,
Van Jones, Susan Frances Kazenel, Bruce Kieloch, Lewis Kiker, Simon Kingsley, Larry
Kissane, Thomas Kissane, William Kness, James Kotakis, Lucas Lackner, Wendy
Vanderbilt Lehman, Theodore M. Lieverman and Gail Lopez-Henriquez, Neal Livingston,
John Lizars, Harlinah Katz Lopez, Suzan Lorraine, Adelle Lutz, Megan Maisel, Steve
Marston, C. Amanda Maud, Elizabeth Meyers, Arpi Minassian, Dzovag Minassian,
Cherie Mitchell, Janet Mitchell, Isaac Moinester, Boyd Montgomery, Nancy Mozur,
Wilson Neate, Deborah Nelson, Rob Osler, Michael Ostrove, William Palmer, Danny
Paradise, Mary Parks, Clara Beatriz Pascar, Sandhya Patel-Schneider, Brian Peterson,
David Petts, Peyser & Alexander Management, Ruth Pojman, Kathlynn Polkowski,

Robert Pucini and Shari Berman, Mary Regier, Nancy Young Reynolds, Barbara Robinson,
Jeffrey Rodman and Adrienne Hirt, Felicia Ann Rosenfeld, Janice Rous, Laura Carter
Sander and Thomas Sander, Marian Lapsley Schwarz, Andrew Shapiro, Jennifer Smith,
Todd Solondz, Lisa Spinali, Constance Stienon, Bill Strathmann, Peter Strugatz, Rhonda
Sutor, James Taylor, Dena Jones Trujillo, Andrea Turke, Denise Walker , Martina
Vandenberg, Suzanne Vega, Abraham Velez, Josie Wechsler, Laurie Wen, What Goes
Around.org, Peter Williams, Robert C. Winn, Wisdom Says, Inc/Peacekeeper, Melinda B.
Wolfe, Jonathan Wooten 

$50,000 to $99,000
$25,000 to $49,999
$10,000 to $24,999

$5000 to $9999

$1000 to $4999

Anonymous, Ford Foundation, Oak Foundation, Omidyar Network, Salesforce
Foundation, Skoll Foundation for Social Entrepreneurship

Glaser Progress Foundation, HIVOS, JEHT Foundation, Open Society Insitute

Zeynep and Albert P. Behler, Mary Frances Budig and John Hass, Germeshausen
Foundation, Robert Kissane, Libra Foundation, Mertz Gilmore Foundation, 

David Franklin Chazen Foundation, Diker Management LLC, Peter Gabriel, Gregory C.
Carr Foundation, Tom and Virginia Gordon, James Greenbaum, Lowe Family Foundation,
Joshua Mailman, Jimena Martinez and Michael Hirschhorn, News Corporation,

Patricia Caesar and Vincent Stehle, Simone Otus Coxe, Michael Faust M.D. and Lizabeth
Kopp Faust M.D., Marie-Christine and Paul Katz, Keare/Hodge Family Foundation, Lois
& Irving Blum Foundation, Carl B. Page, Pearl Family Foundation, Kathryn Schregardus,

Morton K. and Jane Blaustein Foundation, MTV Networks, Overbrook Foundation, Rodale,
William H. Donner Foundation

Jonny Podell, Reebok Human Rights Foundation, Kim Samuel-Johnson, Schregardus
Family Foundation, Virtue Foundation, William John Upjohn Charitable Lead Trust, Monica
Winsor, William Wright 

SESAC, Laura and Brian J. Sheehy, Wandsy Velez Vazquez, Francoise Wanninkhof and
Rolly van Rappard

Lou and Ami Aronson, Kevin Auger, Mariam Azarm, Kelly Behun and Jay Sugarman,
Anthony Bregman, Russell Brown, Del Bryant, Bailey and Sheila Caldwell, Lisa Carlin,
Catalyst Foundation, Deborah and Daniel Clark, Paulette Cole, Mark Donohue, Oliver
Downey, Easton Family Fund, Inc., Entelco Foundation, The Ettinger Foundation, Gisela
Feinberg, Betty Lee and Peter Fortenbaugh, Carol Frick, Alison Gerson, Lisa Goldman,
Manuela and James Goren, Ronald Guttman, Christine Hemrick, Ted Hope, Jewish
Community Fund, Geoff Katz, Kaye Scholer LLP, Anita and David Keller, Doug Kreeger,
Marcia LaFemina, David Larkin, John Lyons, John and Linda Mason, 

Max Rosenfeld Foundation, Jerilyn and Patrick Montgomery, Marie-Elizabeth Mundheim,
Newco Entertainment, LLC , Novogratz Family Foundation, Julia Pimsleur and Darren
Levine, Sara Ransford, Richard and Hinda Rosenthal Foundation, Kate Robin, Nile Rodgers,
Nancy Hunt, Yehuda Rose, Rivka Saker, James Salzano, Jeffrey Scheuer, The Sid and Nancy
Fund, Silverman Charitable Trust, Vanita and James D. Solomon, Mary Ann Stein, Andrea
Stern, Tracy Straus, TED Conference, Karen L. Thorson and John Chimples, Bara Weiss
Tisch, Washington Life Magazine, Mary Beth Yarrow, Carolyn and Paul Zweben 

$500 to $999 Ramsay Adams, American Media Operations, Nicole and Scott Andersen, Dave Andreotta,
Anonymous, Andrea Bici, Joel Bluestein, Kim Brizzolara, Brian Byrd, Peter Caldwell and
Jane Waters, Julia Cohen, Linda and Lloyd Cohn, Robert Dandrew, Maria Grazia
D’Annunzio, Michele Demers, Lucy Del Giorgio, Darian Drescher, Marta Drury and Kerry
Lobel, Phyllis J. Feder, Fidelity Charity Gift Fund, FJC , Angela M. Freyre, Katherine Fulton,

Judith Hannan, Russell Howard, Ian Huschle, Holly Karmanocky and Andy Murdock, Michele
Gerber Klein, Ronnie Kovach, Sue Lehmann, David Mandil, Camille Massey, Christina
Mattin, Fabian Milburn, Ken H. Miller, Alyce Myatt, Alexander Reese, REM, Susan Sarandon,
Scarborough Presbyterian Church, Frederick A. O. Schwarz, Jr., Alan B. Slifka Foundation,
Third Millenium Foundation, Deborah Waldman, William and Flora Hewlett Foundation

Under $500

$100,000 and over In-kind Supporters

Interns, Volunteers
and Street Team

Baker and Hostetler, LLC, Clarks USA, Jonathan Cohn, DHL Worldwide Network NV/SA, 
Dr. Bronner’s Magic Soaps, Equal Exchange, Fabio Fonseca de Melo, The Greene Grape,
Google AdWords, Kiss My Face, Kristen Foster Public Relations, Kula Yoga Project, 
Louise Laurin, Lutz & Carr, Patrick Montgomery, Morgan, Lewis & Bockius, mPRm, 
Next Millennium Productions, Outblaze, PeaceKeeper Cause-Metics, Pentagram Design,
Polo Ralph Lauren, James Rexroad, Iskra Sagi, Salesforce Foundation, Sheridans, 
Todd Sickafoose, Louis Spitzer, Romana Stojcevic, Anne Travers, Utne Reader, 
Zhena’s Gypsy Tea

Devon Allison, Susan Alzner, Bea Arthur, Jennifer Barros, Isabel Bussarakum, Ben Cisse,
Shanna Connor, Sarah Doty, Elizabeth Eagen, Rifk Ebeid, Sam Eittreim, Kylie Eyre, Annie
Fensterstok, Kinara Flagg, Jeannie Gilson, Patty Gomez, Kelin Grimes, Elisa Haggarty,
Elijah Hawkes, Isabel Hoyos, Robert Hsu, Brande Jackson of Lokahi Outreach, Natalie
Jesionka, Daniel Joyce, Jason John, Ssanyu Kalibbala, Britt Kilpatrick, Leticia Landa,
Elizabeth Larison, Courtney Libon, Giulia Marchiori, Thulile Masuku, Alex Mazzucca,
Gabrielle Moss, Darius Muller, Charlene Nansel, Magda Niedzwiecka, Ivan Orkeny, Prachi
Patankar, Nae Petrucelli, Florence Poppe, Diana Ramos, James Rexroad, Alison Ritchie,
Hilary Ronnen, Sayyeda Salam, Manuel Santini, Pia Sawhney, Jenny Scheinman, Morgan
Seag, Renata Segura, Emily Setton, Debora Shon, Zachary Strauss, Allen Thayer, Jessie
Torrisi, Iben Trino-Molenkamp, Martin Tzanev, Cecile Vergier, Tiffany Young



4544

STAFF

<
David Abbott

<
Matisse Bustos (left)
Rebecca Lichtenfeld (right)

>
Sarah Chletsos (left)
Sara Federlein (right)

<>
Milt Curtis

<
Sam Gregory

>
Grace Lile

<
Tamaryn Nelson

<
Bryan Nuñez

>
Anil Kumar

>
Oshoveli Munashimue (left),
Hakima Abbas (middle), 
Aimée Castenell (right)

>
Gillian Caldwell

<
Todd Chandler (left)

<
Ryan Kautz (left)

<
Violeta Krasnic

>
Rachel Madenyika

>
Kristin Macleod-Ball

<
Suvasini Patel

<
Jenni Wolfson

>
Paula Felix-Didier

<
Martin Tzanev



4746 Hakima Abbas, Program Coordinator for Africa and the
Middle East, joined WITNESS after graduating with a
Masters in International Affairs from the School of
International and Public Affairs at Columbia University.
During her studies, Hakima worked for Human Rights
Watch, the Coalition for the International Criminal Court,
and the UNDP in Rwanda. She has also worked for the
Arab Association for Human Rights in Israel and as an
alternate to one of the permanent missions to UNESCO.
Hakima is fluent in French and English. 

David Abbott, Office Services Coordinator, has over a
decade of human resources and administrative management
experience. Prior to WITNESS, he worked for a diverse range
of organizations including New York Lawyers for the Public
Interest, The National Multiple Sclerosis Society, and GRACE.
In his spare time, he addresses contemporary political and
social issues through painting. David speaks English. 

Matisse Bustos, Communications and Outreach Coordinator,
spent two years at Aperture, the fine photography foundation,
as the publicist. She later worked as Outreach Coordinator
for PixelPress, a multimedia company for social change
where she co-managed projects such as "The End of
Polio" with UNICEF and WHO which featured the work of
world-renowned photojournalist Sebastião Salgado. She
joined WITNESS in 2003 and works to raise awareness of
the organization and partner campaigns both online and
off. She speaks Spanish and English.

Gillian Caldwell, Executive Director, is a filmmaker and
an attorney, and has led WITNESS’ rapid expansion since
1998. She was formerly Co-Director of the Global Survival
Network, where she coordinated a two-year undercover
investigation into the trafficking of women. She is a recipient
of numerous awards for her work at GSN and WITNESS,
including the Echoing Green Fellowship, the Skoll Award for
Social Entrepreneurship, the Rockefeller Foundation Next
Generation Leadership Award, the Schwab Foundation
Award for Social Entrepreneurship, the Knight-Ridder Tech
Laureate Award from the Tech Museum, and a Special
Partner recognition by Ashoka: Innovators for the Public.
Gillian received a BA from Harvard University and a JD from
Georgetown University. She speaks English and Spanish.

Aimée Castenell, Archive and Sales Associate, is a
graduate of Smith College where she received a BA in
Anthropology and Film Studies which sparked her lifelong
passion for social justice and media activism. Before
coming to WITNESS, she spent five months working in the
production library at UNICEF. She is a member of the
Association of Moving Image Archivists. She speaks English. 

Todd Chandler, Video Editor, has worked on a diverse
range of film projects as an editor, director and producer.
For the past six years he has developed and coordinated
youth media programs with community-based organizations
in the New York area. His students’ work is used in workshops
around the country and has been shown at the Human
Rights Watch International Film Festival, the Margaret
Mead Film and Video Festival, and the Arab American 
Film Festival. Todd has a BA from Columbia University 
in literature and film studies. He speaks English and
conversational German. 

Sarah Chletsos, Development Associate, has a background
in the visual arts and fundraising. She comes to WITNESS
with a strong interest in the power of imagery to affect
change. After receiving her BA from Rutgers College 
Sarah studied the history of photography at Hunter College, 
CUNY where she received her MA. While she was a
graduate student she worked at the Photography Institute,
an organization that brings together today’s noted and
emerging artists, scholars and critics to explore contemporary
issues in photographic image making. Following her
studies she worked on a variety of fundraising projects,
including a major capital campaign, as a member of the
development team at the Visual Arts Center of New Jersey.

Milt Curtis, Technology Associate, has expertise in
systems implementation, LAN Support, and Desktop
Support. Prior to WITNESS, Milt worked at the YMCA as a
Network Administrator and at Verizon as a LAN Manager
and Deployment Manager for the New York City area. 
He is currently pursuing a degree part-time in Computer
Information Systems. Milt has a passion for technology
and it advantages and is the founder of IVZTECH, a technical
support site. He is originally from Jamaica and speaks English. 

Sara Federlein, Development and Special Projects Manager,
comes to WITNESS with over a decade of experience in
nonprofit development, administration, and outreach. Prior
to WITNESS, Sara worked on socially-driven photography
books and exhibitions for five years at the Aperture Foundation,
and before that on community development initiatives at
the Community Service Society of New York. She received
a BA in English from the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor,
and speaks English and conversational French. 

Paula Felix-Didier, Project Archivist, is a native of
Argentina. She has a degree in History from Universidad
de Buenos Aires, where she became interested in cultural
forms of resistance against military dictatorships. She is a
professor and a scholar focusing on Latin American history,
independent and political film history and the preservation
of audiovisual heritage. She came to New York in 2004 and
graduated form NYU’s Moving Image Archiving and
Preservation Program. She is fluent in Spanish and
English, and proficient in French, Italian and Portuguese.

Sam Gregory, Program Manager-Strategic Networks, is 
a video producer, trainer, and human rights advocate. He
works with WITNESS partners in Asia and manages the
Seeding Video Advocacy program including the upcoming
Video Advocacy Institute. In 2005 he was the lead editor
on “Video for Change: A Guide for Advocacy and Activism”
(Pluto Press). Videos he has produced have been
screened at the U.S. Congress, the United Nations and at
film festivals worldwide. In 2004 he was a jury member 
for the IDFA Amnesty International/Doen Award. He was 
a Kennedy Memorial Scholar at Harvard’s John F. Kennedy
School of Government, where his Master’s in Public Policy
focused on international development and media. He has
worked as a television researcher/producer in both the
U.K. and U.S. and for development organizations in Nepal
and Vietnam, and holds and BA from Oxford University 
in History and Spanish. He speaks fluent Spanish and
English, conversational French and basic Nepali.

Ryan Kautz, Post-Production Coordinator, graduated from
the School of Visual Arts in New York City where he studied
video production/post-production. Ryan spent five 
months filming in Tibet, India, and Nepal to produce a
documentary about Tibetan youth living under Chinese
occupation and in exile. His film, “Born an Exile,” won the
best documentary award at SVA's annual Dusty Film
Festival. Ryan has worked as a cameraman for Flo, 
an independent arts DVD/magazine, and as a freelance
editor in the New York area. Ryan speaks English.

Violeta Krasnic, Program Coordinator for Europe and 
the Former Soviet Union, is a human rights advocate and
trainer for NGO management. Violeta worked as a gender
violence counselor in the former Yugoslavia and organized
campaigns to strengthen civil initiatives against nationalism
and war. In the U.S., Violeta has conducted research and
advocacy on the impact of U.S. government foreign policy
on women's human rights globally. Violeta holds an MA
from the School of International and Public Affairs at
Columbia University and a BA also from Columbia. 
Her native language is Serbo-Croatian; she is fluent in
English and proficient in Russian and Spanish. 

Anil Kumar, Finance Advisor, is a Chartered Accountant
who has spent the major part of his career working with
international not-for-profit organizations. He has served
as Finance Director with the International Planned
Parenthood Federation at their London headquarters, 
as Finance Director of AVSC Inc. (now Engender Health) 
in New York and as Vice President for Finance &
Administration at Population Communications
International. He also worked as a consultant with the
United Nations Population Fund in New York. His work
experience has involved extensive international travel in
Asia, Africa, and the Middle East. He has also lived and
worked in Iran and Zambia. Anil speaks English.

Rebecca Lichtenfeld, Special Projects Coordinator, is a
human rights advocate and musician. She has worked on
projects in both activism and the arts in the U.S., Latin
America, and Asia since graduating from Wesleyan
University. She spent three years working at the International
Center for Transitional Justice where she assisted
countries pursuing accountability for past mass atrocity.
Most recently, she helped put together (and performed on)
the CD “For The Lady,” which includes artists such as
Peter Gabriel, Paul McCartney, and Ani DiFranco and is
raising awareness for imprisoned Nobel Laureate Aung
San Suu Kyi. Rebecca speaks English and Spanish. 

Grace Lile, Media Archive and Distribution Manager, has
worked with nonfiction film and video collections at CNN in
New York, where she established and oversaw the bureau’s
first video archive and news library, and at the Worldwide
Television News Archive. She studied theater at Sarah
Lawrence College, received a BA in Cinema Studies from
Hunter College, and an MS in Information and Library
Science from Pratt Institute. She is a member of the
Association of Moving Image Archivists and the Society 
of American Archivists. She speaks English and
conversational French. 

Rachel Madenyika, Finance Coordinator, is a Zimbabwean
national with an avid interest in human rights and
economic development. Rachel has worked in Financing
for Development and has conducted extensive research 
on the role of civil society in economic development and
justice in Southern Africa. She has experience working
with various NGOs and inter-governmental agencies,
namely the Quaker United Nations Office, International
Center for Transitional Justice, UN and EU. Rachel holds 
a BS in Business Management from Guilford College, NC,
a Masters in Nonprofit Management (Finance) and is
currently pursuing a Masters in Economics from the New
School for Social Research. She speaks English, Shona,
and proficient Spanish. 

Kristin Macleod-Ball, Program Assistant, graduated from
Bard College with a degree in Political Studies and Human
Rights. While in school, she spent time working for nonprofit
groups including the Coalition for Environmentally
Responsible Economies and the New York Independent
Media Center, as well as conducting independent research
into community organizing around environmental injustice
in Louisiana and the South Bronx. Kristin speaks English.

Oshoveli Munashimue, Administrative Assistant,
graduated with a BA in Law, History and Politics from the
University of Cape Town. It was in college that her interest
in social justice was cultivated and she was actively
involved with organizations that endeavored to empower
women and children in particular and marginalized groups
in general. Before coming to WITNESS, Oshoveli worked for
the UN with the Department for Disarmament Affairs and
the Office for Project Services. Oshoveli is a native of
Namibia and speaks English, Oshiwambo and
conversational French and Afrikaans.

Tamaryn Nelson, Program Coordinator for Latin America
and the Caribbean, comes to WITNESS with experience
working at NGOs and inter-governmental agencies in both
the Americas and Africa. Most recently, Tamaryn served 
as the Secretariat Coordinator for the Inter-American
Coalition for the Prevention of Violence and previously
worked at the Center for Justice and International Law, 
an NGO primarily dedicated to bringing human rights
cases before the Inter-American System of Human Rights.
Tamaryn has a degree in International Relations from 
the School of Foreign Service at Georgetown University. 
A native of Brazil, she speaks fluent Portuguese, Spanish
and English, and is proficient in French. 

Bryan Nuñez, Technology Manager, has expertise in
strategy, design, emerging media technologies, database
administration, and systems implementation. Prior to
WITNESS, he worked as a Technology Strategist and
Consultant on a variety of projects ranging from online
banking to interactive television. He attended the 
graduate program at New York University’s Interactive
Telecommunications Program and a received a BA in
anthropology from the University of California, Berkeley.
He speaks English, Tagalog, and some Spanish 
and Portuguese.

Suvasini Patel, Communications and Outreach Manager,
has spent seven years designing community outreach,
web, educational, and promotional campaigns using
socially conscious media as a catalyst to inspire engagement
and action. Before WITNESS, she spent two years working
for Bill Moyers as Deputy Director of Special Projects and
as the Director of Outreach for “NOW with Bill Moyers,” 
the PBS public affairs series. Previously, she launched
dozens of educational, web, and outreach campaigns as
Director of High Impact Television at P.O.V., the acclaimed
independent documentary series on PBS. Suvasini speaks
English and some French. 

Martin Tzanev, Post-production Assistant, has a
background in performance videography and post-
production work. As a WITNESS intern, he assisted the
production of “Equal Access”, a documentary on Romani
activism for desegregation of education in Bulgaria. Martin
has a BA from Hunter College, New York, and graduate
coursework in International Studies with a Human Rights
focus at CUNY Graduate and University Center. He has
worked for Teach for America as a post-production
assistant and has a strong interest in film activism.

Jenni Wolfson, Deputy Director, spent 12 years with 
the UN Department of Peacekeeping and Department 
of Political Affairs, the UN High Commissioner for Human
Rights, and UNICEF. She worked for UN human rights field
operations in Rwanda and Haiti, investigating human
rights violations and training the military, police, judiciary
and NGOs in human rights standards. At UNICEF, she
developed the emergency learning curriculum and trained
staff around the world to respond to humanitarian disasters.
Jenni has a Masters in Human Rights from the University
of Essex, U.K.. A native of Scotland, she speaks fluent
English, French, and Creole, and is proficient in Spanish
and Portuguese. 

STAFF
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Yvette Alberdingk Thijm is Executive Vice President,
Content Strategy & Acquisition, at Joost, a global peer-to-
peer broadband entertainment platform. Prior to that she
was Executive Vice President at MTV Networks, where she
oversaw business affairs for its international TV and digital
media businesses, including MTV and Nickelodeon, and
handled worldwide multi-media strategy around content
and international co-productions and partnerships. She is
on the advisory board for the Team Lioness documentary
project. She is from the Netherlands and previously
worked as a lawyer in the entertainment industry.

Andrew Blau is co-head of the consulting practice at
Global Business Network, the strategy consulting firm 
that has pioneered the use of scenario thinking and other
tools to help clients adapt more effectively in the face of
mounting uncertainty about the future. For almost twenty
years, his work has been focused on the social potential of
communications and media technologies, and he has also
written and consulted extensively about the future of
philanthropy and nonprofits. 

Patricia Caesar is President of the Caesar Consulting
Group, a leader in bringing effective business principles
and practices to nonprofit organizations and foundations.
Capacity building services include business planning,
governance, board development, funding strategy, grants
management, social enterprise, marketing communications,
and executive search. Her clients reflect a broad range of
social and philanthropic issues.

Julia Cohen has 20 years experience in United Nations,
government, nonprofit and public health management;
civic engagement, advocacy, marketing, fundraising and
technology development. Her diverse experience includes
directing major initiatives for the National Democratic
Institute, YouthNOISE, Youth Vote, Rock the Vote, Planned
Parenthood and the State Department, among others.
Currently she is leading efforts to develop global health,
political and civic engagement technology applications for
Voxiva, Inc. She also directs projects for AIDS relief and
Tsunami recovery.

Mallika Dutt is the Executive director of Breakthrough, an
international human rights organization that uses media,
education, and popular culture to promote values of
dignity, equality and justice. She was formerly a Program
Officer for the Ford Foundation in India.

Peter Gabriel (Chair), has earned a worldwide reputation
for his innovative work as a musician, writer, video-maker,
and activist. In 1989, while on the road with Amnesty
International's Human Rights Now! Tour, Peter recognized
the need to supply video cameras to those who seek 
to defend human rights; this resulted in WITNESS. 
Peter has released 11 solo albums, won 4 Grammys,
founded WOMAD (World of Music Arts and Dance),
created several Real World business entities including
Real World Studios and Real World Records and 
co-founded OD2, which became the leading European
platform provider for the distribution of on-line music. 
In 2006 he was awarded the BT digital Music Pioneer
Award, Q Magazine's (a British music and entertainment
magazine) Lifetime Achievement Award, and the “Man of
Peace” Award presented by the Nobel Peace Laureates.

Michael Hirschhorn is the Executive Director of the Coro
New York Leadership Center. Previously, he was a strategy
consultant to nonprofit and philanthropic organizations
mainly in the arenas of education, human rights, and
human services, and from 1995-2001 served as Executive
Director of the Literacy Assistance Center in New York.

Joichi Ito is the chairman of board of Creative Commons
which provides free tools that let authors, scientists,
artists, and educators easily mark their creative work with
the freedoms they want it to carry. He is also the CEO of
Neoteny, an Internet technology investment firm. He is on
a number of boards including Technorati and the Internet
Corporation for Assigned Names (ICANN). He is currently
researching “The Sharing Economy” as a Doctor of
Business Administration candidate at the Graduate School
of International Corporate Strategy at Japan’s Hitotsubashi
University. He maintains a weblog (http://joi.ito.com/) where
he regularly shares his thoughts with the online community.

Van Jones is the founding director of the Ella Baker Center
for Human Rights. Founded in 1996 and named for an
unsung civil rights heroine, the Center seeks to replace 
the U.S. incarceration industry with youth opportunities
and community-based solutions. Van is also a former
WITNESS partner.

Paul Katz has spent more than two decades in the
entertainment industry working in music, film, television,
theater, books, sports, and digital projects and collaborating
with artists, actors, and entertainers. As a senior executive
at Jive/Zomba, Paul helped create the world’s most
successful independent record and music group and
thereafter headed SONYBMG’s worldwide Visual Media
division. In 2005, Paul created Commit Media LLC, 
a socially entrepreneurial company that uses the power of
entertainment to raise money and awareness for nonprofits.

Robert Kissane is the President of Community Counseling
Service (CCS) and its subsidiary companies in Canada
and the U.K. Over the past twenty years, Bob has directed
major fundraising programs throughout the United States,
Canada, and Western Europe.

Joshua Mailman is the founder of four organizations that
have brought together some of the world’s most socially
innovative companies: Social Venture Network, Business
for Social Responsibility, Social Venture Network/Europe,
and Serious Change Fund LLC. He is a Trustee of the Sigrid
Rausing Trust, U.K. and the Mailman Foundation; an
advisor to RSF Social Finance; and an advisory board
member of One World Projects and the Healing Forest
Conservancy. He is also a Board member of Human Rights
Watch, the Fund for Global Human Rights, the Sierra
Madre Alliance, Afropop World-Wide, the Blacksmith
Institute, and International Funders of Indigenous Peoples.

Alyce Myatt is a multimedia consultant providing analysis
and strategic planning services for independent media
organizations and the philanthropic community. 
In that capacity she serves as Managing Director of
Grantmakers in Film and Electronic Media (GFEM) and has
a client base that includes the Council on Foundations, the
National Alliance for Media Arts and Culture (NAMAC) and
the Women Donors Network. Other recent clients include
the Center for Digital Democracy, Free Speech TV,
MediaWorks, OneWorld TV, Emerson College, TVE Brasil,
the Heinz Endowments, and the Annie E. Casey and
Skillman Foundations. Prior to her return to consulting, 
she was Vice President of Programming for the Public
Broadcasting Service overseeing independent film, PBS
Kids, and the Ready To Learn initiative. Ms. Myatt has
been a program officer for media at the John D. and
Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation and president of her
own consulting firm that provided program development
services, strategic planning, and brand management to a
variety of clients in television, radio, and for the Internet.
Her production credits include the Smithsonian Institution,
Nickelodeon, and the ABC News magazine, “20/20.”

Izhar Patkin is a visual artist. Born in Israel, he currently
lives and works in New York City. Among many world class
venues, Izhar’s work is in the collections of the Solomon R.
Guggenheim Museum, the Whitney Museum of American
Art, and the Museum of Modern Art.

Brian Byrd is a former Program Officer for the Rockefeller
Foundation's Communication for Social Change program.
He currently works as a Senior Government Relations
Advisor to a variety of corporate and nonprofit entities.

Mercedes Doretti is a co-founder and full-time member
of Equipo Argentino de Antropologia Forense (EAAF), an
organization that applies forensic science to human rights
investigations worldwide that has been a partner of
WITNESS since 1994. 

Steven Goldberg has represented WITNESS as outside
counsel from its early stages as a project of the Lawyers
Committee for Human Rights. He is a partner in the
business practice group of Baker & Hostetler LLP and
national co-leader of the firm’s M&A practice team.

Diederik Lohman is a senior researcher with the Europe
and Central Asia Division at Human Rights Watch. He has
worked extensively on police torture, human rights abuses
committed in the armed conflict in Chechnya, and violent
hazing practices in the Russian armed forces.

Juan Méndez is the President of the International Center
for Transitional Justice. A native of Argentina, he has
dedicated his legal career to the defense of human rights
and has a long and distinguished record of advocacy
throughout the Americas.

Patrick Montgomery is a leading authority on the
licensing of stock footage and photographs. He is the
founder of Archive Films/Archive Photos, a leading
historical stock film and photo agency. 

Annie Ohayon is the curator of Annie O, a travel and
design gift store in the Hotel on Rivington in New York. 
She is the former president of Annie O. Media, a public
relations and media consulting firm specializing in artist
development within the music and entertainment industry.

Drazen Pantic is the founder of OpenNet, the Internet
department of the pioneering independent media
organization Radio B92 in Belgrade. Presently, he serves
as Co-Director of Location One, a digital arts gallery in
New York. Drazen is a founding member of the Open
Source Streaming Alliance, collective blog Unmediated
and Direct Video Network.

Eli Pariser is Campaigns Director for MoveOn.org, where
he directed the campaign against the war in Iraq which
nearly tripled the organization's membership. 

Harry Pearce is a graphic designer and partner at
Pentagram Design, one of the world’s most respected
design companies. He is a member of the Alliance
Graphique Internationale. 

Samantha Power is the Pulitzer Prize-winning author of
“A Problem from Hell: America and the Age of Genocide”
and a Professor of Human Rights Practice at Harvard’s
John F. Kennedy School of Government, where she was the
founding Executive Director of the Carr Center for Human
Rights Policy.

D.J. Ravindran is a human rights lawyer and founder 
of the Asian Forum for Human Rights and Development
(Forum-Asia). He currently serves as Director of the
Human Rights Component of the United Nations Mission
in Sudan (UNMIS).

Tim Robbins is an actor, screenwriter, producer, and
director known for such films as “Short Cuts” and 
“The Shawshank Redemption” and for his Academy
Award-winning performance in “Mystic River.” He is
actively involved in social and political causes.

Sebastião Salgado is a UNICEF Special Representative
and twice been named Photographer of the Year by the
International Center of Photography. Originally trained as
an economist, Salgado has been awarded virtually every
major photographic prize for his work.

Susan Sarandon is an Academy-award winning actor
best known for her portrayal of Sister Helen Prejean in the
film “Dead Man Walking.” She is also recognized for her
commitment to human rights.

Paula Silver, the former President of Marketing and
Publicity at Columbia Pictures and the marketing visionary
behind such recent feature film hits as “My Big Fat Greek
Wedding”, synergizes complex marketing strategies with
grassroots campaigns to support her projects. President/
Founder of Beyond the Box Productions, Paula utilizes a
multi-media approach to develop, produce and promote
socially conscious projects through popular culture.
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Africa & Middle East
“Awaiting Tomorrow” (2006) features young women and men living
with HIV/AIDS in the eastern Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC),
where the ongoing conflict has claimed some four million lives.
Through their personal stories, the film explores how the effects of
HIV/AIDS are compounded by the conflict and insecurity of the region.
Partner: AJEDI-ka/PES. Country: Democratic Republic of Congo

“Between Two Fires: Torture and Displacement in Northern
Uganda”(2006) advocates for official acknowledgement of abuses
committed by the Ugandan People’s Defence Forces (UPDF), redress
for torture survivors, and the strengthening of national legislation
against torture stemming from two decades of armed conflict
between the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) and the Ugandan
government in northern Uganda. Partner: HURIFO. Country: Uganda

“Against the Tide of History: Landmines in the Casamance”
(2004) tells the unheard story of landmine survivors in the
Casamance region of Senegal and calls for national and international
assistance to victims. Partner: RADDHO.

“On the Frontlines: Child Soldiers in the DRC” (2004) features
powerful footage of the military training of children in the Democratic
Republic of Congo along with compelling testimony from demobilized
child soldiers. Partner: AJEDI-Ka/PES.

“Rise: Revolutionary Women Reenvisioning Afghanistan” (2002)
documents the lives of Afghans following the American-led military
campaign, calling for gender equality, democracy, freedom, and an
end to foreign military intervention. Partner: RAWA.

“Operation Fine Girl: Rape Used as a Weapon of War in Sierra
Leone” (2001) illuminates the use of rape in Sierra Leone’s decade-
long civil war through the stories of three girls who were abducted 
into sexual slavery and one boy abducted as a child combatant. 
Producer: Lilibet Foster. Co-producer: Oxygen Network.

“Witness to Truth: A Video Report and Recommendations from
the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Sierra Leone” (2004)
summarizes the key findings and recommendations of the Sierra
Leonean TRC’s written report, highlighting the key causes and
consequences of the war and encouraging civil society to hold 
the government accountable for implementing the binding
recommendations. Co-producer: Truth and Reconciliation
Commission of Sierra Leone.

Americas
“Bound by Promises: Contemporary Slavery in Rural Brazil”
(2006) tells the story of men who set out in search of work and are
taken to isolated ranches, only to find that they have been lured into
debt bondage. With no way out, they toil in the hope of buying back
their freedom. Partners: CPT/CEJIL. Country: Brazil

“Dual Injustice: Feminicide and Torture in Ciudad Juarez and
Chihuahua” (2005) tells of the murder of a young woman and
subsequent arrest and torture of her cousin for the crime. Partner:
Comisión Mexicana de Defensa y Promocion de los Derechos Humanos. 

“Rights on the Line: Vigilantes at the Border” (2005) exposes
issues surrounding vigilante groups and the Minuteman project 
on the U.S.-Mexico border. Partner: American Friends Service
Committee. Co-producer: American Civil Liberties Union

“When the River Met the Sea” (2004) features the experience of the
Garífuna community during and after the deadly Hurricane Mitch in
1998 with a particular focus on voices of women and youth in the
community. Partner: Comité de Emergencia Garífuna de Honduras. 

“System Failure: Violence, Abuse, and Neglect in the California
Youth Authority” (2004) exposes the horrific conditions and human
rights violations endemic of the California Youth Authority, one of the
largest youth correctional agencies in the U.S. Partner: The Ella Baker
Center for Human Rights. 

“Behind the Labels: Garment Workers on U.S. Saipan” (2001)
provides a glimpse into indentured labor and the workings of the
global sweatshop on Saipan, a U.S. territory exempt from Federal
minimum wage and many immigration laws. Producer/Director: 
Tia Lessin. Co-producer: Oxygen Network.

“A Right to Justice/Derecho a la Justicia” (2001) details efforts by
Jesus Tecú Osorio, who survived the 1982 Rio Negro Massacre in
Guatemala, to expose the truth of the genocide and to secure justice.
Partner: Jesus Tecú Osorio.

“Expelled” (2000) is an edited compilation of testimonies originally
compiled for a case before the Inter-American Court about the
treatment of individuals of Haitian descent in the Dominican Republic,
many of whom were deported to Haiti. Partners: National Coalition for
Haitian Rights; Columbia University Human Rights Institute.

Asia
“Season of Fear: Internally Displaced People Call for Action”
(2006) provides insight into the daily struggle of the half million
displaced persons in eastern Burma. Filmed clandestinely inside
Burma, the video documents the experiences of villagers driven 
from their homes by the 2005-06 SPDC-led dry season offensives. 
Partner: Burma Issues. Country: Burma/Thailand

“Dammed Lives” (2006) documents the Salween Dam project 
along the Thai-Burma border and how community groups are 
getting involved to try to stop the project and the devastation and
displacement it will cause in a country ruled by an unaccountable
regime. Partner: Burma Issues in collaboration with Karen River
Watch. Country: Burma/Thailand

“Entrenched Abuse: Forced Labor in Burma” (2004)
demonstrates the widespread use of forced labor by Burma’s 
military dictatorship through footage recorded among the Karen,
Karenni, and Burman ethnic groups in regions controlled by the
government. Partner: Burma Issues. 

“No Place to Go: Internally Displaced People in Burma” (2002)
shows the plight of internally displaced persons (IDPs) in eastern
Burma through harrowing personal stories of forced movement,
arbitrary executions, and massacres. Partner: Burma Issues.

“The Price of Youth” (2000) examines the plight of Nepali girls
trafficked to Mumbai, India, for the sex industry. Co-producer: 
Andrew Levine.

“Rule of the Gun in Sugarland” (2001) documents the murders 
and attacks on indigenous rights activists who were peacefully and
legally pursuing their ancestral land claims in the Philippines. 
Partner: Joey Lozano/NAKAMATA.

“Sanamacha’s Story” (1999) chronicles the abduction of a young 
boy in Manipur, India, by the Indian military and describes the
advocacy work of local groups to bring the perpetrators to justice.
Partner: Rights Alert, Manipur.

Europe
“Equal Access: Integrated Education for Romani Children in
Bulgaria” (2006) depicts the story of two seventh graders, one
Romani and one Bulgarian, who met and became friends only when
Romani children joined their peers in mainstream schools through a
desegregation program. Partner: Organization Drom. Country: Bulgaria

“Living Proof: The Right to Live in the Community” (2005)
portrays initiatives to deinstitutionalize persons with intellectual
disabilities in Croatia. Partner: Association for Promoting Inclusion.

“Postcard from Peje” (2001) presents a video postcard created by 
a group of ethnic Albanian teenagers from the Kosovarian city of Peje,
who came together in the summer of 2000 just one year after the
Serbian withdrawal from Kosovo, to share their experiences during
and after the war. Partner: Balkan Sunflowers.

“Bought and Sold” (1997) provides an undercover look at the
international trade in women based on a two-year investigation into
illegal trafficking from the Former Soviet Republics. Partner: Global
Survival Network. 

International
“Outlawed: Extraordinary Rendition, Torture and Disappearances
in the ‘War on Terror’” (2006) corroborates this research and places
the post-9/11 phenomenon of renditions and the “war on terror” in a
human rights context for use on a global level in advocacy, education,
and mobilization. Produced in partnership with 13 allies including the
ACLU and Amnesty International.

“Following Antigone: Forensic Anthropology and Human Rights
Investigations” (2002) explores the use of forensic sciences,
including anthropology, to uncover the truth of massacres,
disappearances, and other gross violations of human rights. 
Partner: Argentine Forensic Anthropology Team.

“Forgotten People” (2000) investigates the inhuman conditions
faced by individuals with mental disabilities in grossly understaffed,
inadequate, and neglectful psychiatric facilities around the world.
Partner: Mental Disability Rights International.



Please sign up as a WITNESS member on our website at
www.witness.org. Copies of WITNESS videos are available
on the website or by contacting Chad Hunter, Media Archive
and Distribution Associate, at 718.783.2000 x320 or
chad@witness.org. 

For further information about WITNESS and its programs 
or to make a tax-deductible contribution, please contact
Sara Federlein, Development and Special Projects Manager,
at 718.783.2000 x304 or sara@witness.org.
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