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This event outline provides ideas 
for approximately an hour-long 
Resurrection/Easter program based 
on the book Happy, Happy Day! and 
Matthew 28:6, “He is risen, as he said.” 
It’s perfect as a spring outreach event 
for children 3 to 9 years of age. You 
might also think about adapting it for 
your children’s Easter Sunday school 
celebration or as a special Resurrection 
event for your church’s Bible club. 

We’ve planned the whole event for you, 
including a Bible story presentation, 
snack, activities, and songs for young 
learners. May God bless you as you 
share the joy of Jesus’ resurrection with 
the children in your care!



Happy, Happy Day!
This event outline provides instructions for several activities, songs, snacks, and suggestions for a Bible story 
time. Choose from among the ideas those you wish to use, taking into account the size of your group, the 
children’s ages and interests, their background knowledge, skill levels, and the time available to you.

As Children Arrive
Happy, Happy Day 
Position group leaders throughout your staging area and urge them to greet families warmly as they arrive. 
Gather children in groups, four to six children per group. Mix older children with younger ones in each group. 
That way, experienced children can help the little ones. Assign one or two adult leaders to each group.

Group leaders should encourage the children to introduce themselves and talk with each other, sharing personal 
memories of a happy day. Leaders can help the discussion along by asking questions like these:

• Have you ever had a happy, happy day? 
• What made the day so special? 
• Who was there to share the happy time with you? 
• Do you know why Resurrection Day is such a happy day?

When everyone has arrived and it’s time to begin the center activities, the event leader should start the following 
cheer to gain everyone’s attention. Walk among the participants, speaking the cheer quietly at first and gradually 
shouting louder and louder until everyone in the group is enthusiastically chanting along:

It’s a happy, happy day!
Jesus lives! And so we’ll say . . .
(repeat)

When everyone is following along, stand on a stage, step ladder, or platform and call for quiet. Explain that today 
really is a happy, happy day. Everyone has come to learn about and celebrate the happiest day ever, the happiest 
day of all—Resurrection Day!

Small-Group Activities that Teach
Explain that the groups will now move from one activity to the next. Every ten minutes or so, at your signal (for 
example, bell, whistle, horn), adult group leaders will show their troop where to move next. Group leaders will 
stay with their groups to offer encouragement and show Jesus’ love to the children in their care. 

Resurrection Bible Story 
To present the Bible story, use the book Happy, Happy Day! Plan to use the PowerPoint if your resources allow it. 
For a less high-tech approach, simply read the book to the children, seating them near you so everyone can see 
the pictures as you read.

Whichever approach you decide to use, invite the children to participate as they listen, mirroring your 
movements. Use the guide below or create your own motions to help involve listeners in the text:

Christmas: pretend to rock baby in your arms
Miracles: smile and nod
Palm Sunday: wave arms over head and cheer
Washing feet: hold both hands out, palms up, to serve
Gethsemane: fold hands in prayer
Crucifixion: wipe “tears” from eyes
Resurrection: wave arms overhead and cheer, “Jesus is alive!”



After the children have heard the story, talk about it. You might refer to the illustrations as you ask: 

•  Why did Jesus come to earth on the first Christmas? (He came to save us, to rescue us from the terrible 
things sin does to us. Jesus’ coming shows us how much he loves us.) 

•  Why do you think Jesus took care of people who were sick or sad? (He 
loved them!) 

•  Do you know why Jesus died on the cross? (He died as punishment 
for our sins. He died in our place, taking the punishment we 
deserved.) 

•  Did Jesus stay in the grave? (No! God the Father raised Jesus to 
life on the first Easter morning. Sin did not stop him. Death could 
not hold him. Jesus lives! And knowing that can make every day a 
happy, happy day!) 

•  Who needs to know about Jesus the Savior? (Everyone!)

Distribute copies of the Happy, Happy Day book (Item #HHD4SCTS). 
Encourage readers to find out more at home. Suggest that they read 
the Bible texts printed on each page to learn more about Jesus and his 
love. If some children do not have a Bible at home, think of ways your 
church can meet that need. 

Resurrection Craft
Distribute one Happy, Happy Day cross backpack tag activity (Item #HHD4KT) to each child. Help the children 
follow the directions given to complete the project. Older students can help younger ones, if necessary. 

As the children work, say:

The cross reminds us that Jesus died to take away all our sins: the wrong things we do and the good 
things we fail to do. Even though Jesus never sinned—not even once—he loved us enough to die in our 
place. The best part of all is that Jesus didn’t stay dead. God raised him to life on the first Easter Day. Jesus 
is alive and will never die again! We know for sure that Jesus will always love us. He will always forgive us. 
He will always be our friend. That makes every day a happy, happy day!

If you prefer, younger participants can make a simpler craft. Give each child two index cards, one Happy, Happy 
Day sticker (Item #HHD4RS), a red paper heart (cut a bit larger than the sticker), and an unsharpened pencil. You 
will also need to provide glue sticks and tape. 

Place the index cards on the table, in a vertical orientation, in front of each child. Help students affix a sticker to 
one index card and glue the heart to the second index card. Help participants securely tape a pencil to the back 
side of one index card. (Much of the pencil should extend beyond the bottom of the card.) Then use tape to join 
the sides of the index cards together, sandwiching the pencil in between the cards. Demonstrate how to hold 
the pencil between the palms of your hands. Rub your hands together to make the cards spin back and forth. It 
will look as if Jesus is inside the heart! 

As the children work to assemble their projects, remind them: 

Jesus loves you very much! That’s why he came to be your Savior. Jesus died on the cross, but came alive 
again on the first Easter Day! Now Jesus lives forever in each believer’s heart! We can be sure that all of our 
sins are forgiven. We can be sure that one day we will live with our dear Savior, Jesus, in heaven!

Song Center
Tip: Consider printing lyrics on large poster board ahead of time so that readers can participate more readily.

Remind the children that Jesus was punished for our sins: the hurtful things we do and the good things we fail 



to do. He died in our place on the cross, and his resurrection crushed the power of death and hell forever. Jesus’ 
victory over sin and death becomes our own victory through faith in our Savior and Lord. Remembering all that 
Jesus has done, and how he loves each one of us so very much, makes us want to praise our Savior and sing!

Teach children the following song to the familiar tune “Frere Jacques” (“Are You Sleeping, Brother John?”). Explain, 
“I will sing, and you can echo my words and tune.” Cue the children by pointing to yourself as you sing and 
back to them when it’s time for them to sing.

Jesus loves me (Jesus loves me)
Loves me so (Loves me so)
Jesus came to save me (Jesus came to save me)
Died and rose to save me (Died and rose to save me)
He’s alive! (He’s alive!)

Say: 
Knowing that Jesus is our living Savior makes every day a happy, happy day!

Sing other favorite Resurrection songs, if time permits.

Challenge children to think about people who need to hear the good news of Jesus’ resurrection—moms, dads, 
neighbors, friends, everyone! Jesus, our Savior, loves everyone! He wants all people to believe and be saved. 

As you close, pray together. Ask Jesus to help you share the good news as you go and tell others about his love. 

Snack Center
Students will make ice cream floats at this center. Plan to use vanilla ice cream (or ice milk) and provide a variety 
of soda choices (cola, orange, lemon/lime). Put one or two scoops of ice cream into the Happy, Happy Day 
tumbler (Item #HHD4PT) and add the carbonated drink until the cup is about half full. (Note: If you prefer a 
healthier snack, provide low-fat chocolate milk with graham crackers.) 

Place each child’s cup on top of a paper plate. Invite the children to use a straw to blow happy, happy day 
bubbles that will overflow onto the paper plate. 

Before you distribute spoons and straws, pray a prayer of thanks to God for this snack and for every good gift he 
gives, especially the gift of forgiveness of sins and eternal life, won for us when Jesus died and came alive again.

Say, Jesus’ resurrection is a happy, happy day! Knowing that Jesus loves us and gives us new life fills 
us with joy. Jesus helps us live joy-filled lives that other people can’t help but notice. When friends, 
neighbors, and family see how our joy bubbles over, they want to learn about Jesus the Savior, too!  

Distribute spoons and straws. Encourage the children to blow bubbles in response to your words:

Jesus loves you! If that makes you happy, blow some bubbles.

Jesus died for your sins, but he didn’t stay in the grave. He came alive! If that makes you happy, blow more 
bubbles.

Jesus will always be with you. He will help you and love you forever. One day, you will live in heaven with your 
Savior. Show your joy by making the bubbles overflow!

After students finish their snack, hand out Happy, Happy Day! bookmarks (Item #HHD4CBK). Read the bookmark 
aloud and explain how children might use it to tell others about our loving and powerful Savior, Jesus.

Students may also take home their Happy, Happy Day! tumbler. As the children help clean the tables and clear 
napkins away, you can quickly rinse and dry the cups. You may want to use a permanent marker to print each 
child’s name on the bottom of his/her cup to prevent mix-ups later.



Match-Up Game 
As the children leave this center, each will receive a Gospel Easter Egg® (Item #HHD4EG). These eggs contain 
cards and directions for several different games. During your center time, plan to teach only one: the Match-Up 
game. Read the directions included in the card set and be ready to explain the game to the children. 

Form groups of two or three students and give each group one set of cards. They are to place their cards in rows 
with the “Happy, Happy Day” side facing up. In turn, each child will turn over a card to reveal the picture on the 
reverse side. If the cards match, the player keeps them. If no match is made, the child turns the cards face down 
and the next child tries to make a match.

Encourage the children to play the game several times. Ask the children about the pictures on the cards and use 
their answers to review the Easter story. (For example, Who is shown in this scene? What is happening in this part 
of the Resurrection story?) 

Distribute a Gospel Easter Egg® to each child. Encourage them to play the games at home and share what 
they’ve learned about Jesus with their family and friends.

Large-Group Activities
Resurrection Chant
As groups complete their last center activity, have them return to the central meeting area where you began. 
As each group arrives, teach them the following echo cheer and keep performing it until all the groups have 
returned. (Tip: Print the words to the chant on large paper or poster board ahead of time and place it where 
everyone can see it.)

Happy, happy day! (Students echo)
(All) Jesus came alive on Resurrection Day!

Happy, happy day! (Students echo)
(All) Jesus lives! He lives in us! And that is why we say . . .
(Repeat from the beginning.)

Egg Hunt
Hand out Happy, Happy Day! goodie bags (Item #HHD4TS). Explain the guidelines you have set for your egg hunt. 
Be sure that everyone understands that they may take just one of the special Gospel Easter Eggs® with the rubber 
band rings inside (#GCB4EG). If they find a second one, they should leave it for a friend to find.

You may want to pair up very young children with an older child or adult helper to make sure each participant 
receives a Gospel Story by Colors egg.

When the egg hunt has concluded, come back to the central area one last time. Repeat the “Resurrection Chant” 
once again. Thank everyone for coming and make sure they each have their take-home items. In addition, give 
visiting children a letter, brochure, or some other pre-printed invitation welcoming them  
and those in their family to become a part of your church family if they don’t already have a  
church family of their own (check out CTA’s FREE, customizable invitation postcard at  
www.CTAinc.com/FREE). 

After the event and cleanup, gather volunteers and pray for the children who attended,  
asking God to bless the Word he has planted in their hearts. Ask that Jesus’ gift of eternal  
life will be forever their most precious possession. 


