
Our Mission 
“To make followers of Jesus who love God and others selflessly.” 

Our Values 
Acceptance Fellowship Family Evangelism Community Transformation 

Our values will AFFECT how we accomplish our mission. 

Our Process 
 



 

 

Muir Lake Alliance’s Discipleship Pathway 

*We believe relationships will be the key factor that brings people through the structure and transition 

them along their spiritual journey.   

*MLCAC values acceptance, fellowship, family, evangelism, community, and transformation.   When 

taken together, these values paint a picture of a family, an inviting home where people gather to share 

life together.  Therefore, we feel an appropriate image to communicate our process is that of a home.   

Front Lawn 

The front lawn is where we meet those in our community and develop initial relationships.  Whether 

we’re preforming a task such as cutting the lawn or just coming and going from our busy activities; the 

front lawn is where people first meet and develop first impressions.   

If we want to reach our community for Jesus we need to be meeting people on our front lawns.  

Whether it is our actual front lawn, the school where our children attend, or the place we work, our 

front lawn is the first place of contact with non-believers in our community. 

This is what should happen for those we meet on our front lawn to move forward. 

 They should develop a relationship with a believer in our church. 

 They should be prayed for by that believer. 

 They should be successfully invited and accompanied to a service by the believer. 

-Considering this, a win for our Front Lawn happens when “A person from our community develops a 

meaningful relationship with a believer, is prayed for, and is successfully invited to a church service or 

outreach event.” 

Entryway 

If we meet someone on our front lawn they will talk with us but they won’t be willing to come into our 

living room unless they make a positive connection.  The person needs to feel that both we and our 

home are warm, welcoming and accepting of them before they will sit down for a conversation.  

People with kids won’t be willing to come in unless they know you enjoy children and will not feel 

inconvenienced by them.  If they know their children are accepted they will feel too.  They also know it 

will difficult to sit down for a conversation if they have to be constantly minding their child.  Knowing 

there is a kid safe environment and other kids there to play with will ease their fears and allow them to 

be comfortable in our living room. 

*Even if a baptized believer comes to our church uninvited, they and their family still need to make a 

positive connection with us if they are going to come back. 

This is what should happen for someone to feel comfortable moving from our Front Lawn to our Living 

Room. 

 They and their family should feel welcomed and accepted at the church. 



 They should make positive connections to our church and our people. 

-Considering this, a win for our Connection step happens when… “A person attends a service where 

they and their family feel accepted and connected and begin to build relationships with people in the 

church.” 

Living Room 

Our living room is where we sit down over a cup of coffee and have real conversations with those we 

have invited.  It is where we get to know them more and begin to share our stories and our hearts with 

them.  Since they are in our home they get to observe our decor, our character, our beliefs, and our 

interaction as a family.   

It is a place where they can gain a first-hand experience of our home and ask us about the things they 

see and hear.  They have now entered our home, God’s house, and can begin to decide if it’s a place that 

they could call home themselves.  It is where we can help them to make that initial decision and initiate 

their home coming. 

This is what should happen for those in our living room to move forward. 

 They should continue to attend services. 

 They should continue to develop deeper relationships with believers that lead to significant 

spiritual conversations about the gospel. 

 They should effectively hear and understand the gospel message.  

 They should be given ample opportunity to accept the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 They should accept the gospel of Jesus Christ and be baptized in the church. 

-Considering this, a win for our Living Room happens when… “A person continues to attend services; is 

engaged in spiritual conversations; hears, understands, and accepts the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and is 

baptized into God’s family.” 

Kitchen 

The kitchen is where closest friends and family meet to share fellowship and a common meal.   They 

pray together for the meal and share stories of God at work in their lives.  It’s a place to laugh, 

encourage, and edify.  True feelings are shared in the trust and safety of deep and lasting relationships.  

Everyone is present and enjoys a meal that they all love.  When it comes to preparation or cleanup 

everyone helps out, each doing their part as they are able and teaching others to do likewise.  Because 

of such a rich experience, those around the table are passionate and active to bring others to the table 

as well. 

This is what should happen for those in our kitchen. 

 They should attend services regularly. 

 They should seek to become members of the church. 

 They should have strong and growing relationships with believers in the church. 

 They should be spreading the gospel. 

 They should have a basic and growing understanding of Christian the Bible and doctrine. 

 They should serve in the church and/or in the community. 

 They should have basic and growing evidence of the fruit of the Spirit. 

 They should be growing in their love and relationship with God. 



-Considering this, A win for our Kitchen happens when…“A person grows deeper in their relationship 

with God and other believers; is involved in helping to spread the gospel at home and abroad, and 

joyfully serves the church and/or community, and becomes a member of the church.” 

Kids: making the connection 

*What about kids?  Kids are important to us, even more so because we are a family church, so we need 

to know how they fit into our process.  Kids definitely embody the Entryway because no family person 

will feel accepted at a church that does not provide something for their children.  Therefore, our current 

ministry “Kids Zone” fits well in the Entryway.  However, because kids mean families, they will be 

interwoven into every stage of our process because each area of ministry will seek to uphold our value 

of “family”.   

Youth: parallel process 

Youth are an integral part to any family home.  However, they often have different needs and interests 

than the rest of the family.  As such, they need their own space with those who understand them.   

*The youth will operate like a connected ministry that runs parallel to the main structure.  They will be 

encouraged to have a structure that closely resembles the main structure and is connected to it.  They 

will share the church’s mission and seek to accomplish it for the youth.   

Considering that what we want to accomplished for the youth is very similar to what we want 

accomplished for our adults: a win for our Youth happens when… “A youth grows in meaningful 

relationships with Christians where spiritual issues are discussed.  A youth understands and accepts 

the gospel, and is baptized.  A youth grows in their understanding and application of the Bible.” 

 

Worship Service: bringing it all together 

Although different rooms exist for different needs it’s important to have a place where everyone in the 

house can gather together.  This is a place where everyone can feel welcome and take something away.  

It’s a place to celebrate the reason the home exists and why everyone is there.  

*The weekly worship service is the ministry that engages people at any stage of the discipleship process 

and brings them all together.  Whether a non-believer or a committed follower, a child or a parent, the 

worship service is a place where everyone belongs.  It’s a place where baptisms and memberships are 

celebrated, vision is cast, people connect, the gospel is preached, children and youth perform, and many 

believers serve with their talents.   

Although the worship service stretches across almost all ministry areas and involves many things, its 

primary goal is worship.  It is a place for everyone to worship God, not only with song, but with heart, 

mind, and action.  Considering this, a win for our Worship Service happens when …“A person engages in 

wholehearted worship, and effectively learns from God’s Word and grows to glorify God.” 

  



 

The Holy Spirit: God’s Presence and Power 

In our Canadian climate it’s essential to have a central heating system in any home.  Without it there 

may be a structure but it will merely be an empty shell.  In such a home, people will not be able to thrive 

but will struggle to just survive, and no one on the outside will ever want to come in or stay for very 

long.  The structure may look good from the outside but it will be cold and lifeless on the inside.   

*It’s wise to do our best to create a plan when undertaking an important mission, especially God’s 

mission.   However, without his very presence and power breathing life into our intentions and efforts, 

our plan will be weak and useless.  Like a tire without air is a ministry plan without the filling of the Holy 

Spirit.  In every area of our ministry structure, in every way, we need to be guided and empowered by 

the very hand of God if we are going to see fruit.  

  



 

 


