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May
   Christ also suffered once for sins,
    the righteous for the unrighteous,
    to bring you to God.
      1 Peter 3:18
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Pause
Think about a time you got something you valued at no cost whatsoever, something that was totally 
free. Then think about depositing a paycheck you earned after working harder than you ever thought 
possible. How does getting something free differ from getting something you’ve earned?

Ponder
Christians are used to thinking of eternal life as a free gift. We use that language a lot—in part, 
because it comes straight from the Bible itself. Take Romans 6:23, as but one example:

The gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Eternal life truly is God’s gift to us. We stress that fact—and rightly so. The danger comes, though, 
when we let the good news about our Savior’s sacrifi ce for us roll across our eardrums and out the 
other side of our heads without letting it sink into our hearts.

Suppose that through some fl uke, you began to win every drawing you chose to enter. Suppose that 
every time a car dealership sent you a scratch-off ad in the mail, you scratched it off and received a 
new, no-strings-attached, vehicle. Suppose that every time you entered an Internet sweepstakes, the 
phone would start ringing with news of a free vacation to some exotic resort. 

Fun at fi rst, after awhile, you might start to expect to win. You might even begin to believe you had a 
right to all these freebies, that life somehow owed them to you.

During patriotic holidays like Memorial Day and Independence Day, we sometimes hear the 
reminder, “Freedom isn’t free.” God’s gift of eternal life is indeed free, but it was never cheap. Jesus 
suffered to earn it for us. The Righteous One endured unimaginable agony for us, the unrighteous, 
undeserving ones.

Jesus did what he did in order it to “bring [us] to God.” He did it so we could belong to his forever 
family. Our sins would have kept us shut out from that family forever, but Christ suffered and died for 
us. What a Savior! 

Pray
How can we thank you, Lord, for all you’ve 
done?! May we never take your suffering or 
your love for granted! Work in us thankful 
hearts, hearts intent on sharing with those 
around us the free gift you have, in love, 
earned for us. Amen.
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SmileSmile

The apostle Paul’s mother: “Oh sure, you can write letters to the 
Galatians, Philippians, and Ephesians, but you never have time to
write me!”

Jonah’s mother: “Come on, Jonah, spit it out! I don’t want to hear 
another fi sh tale. Where have you really been for the last three days?”

Michelangelo’s mother: “Mike, can’t you paint on walls like other 
 children? Do you have any idea how hard it is to get  
  that stuff off the ceiling?”

 Thomas Edison’s mother: “Of course I’m 
  proud that you invented the electric 
   lightbulb, Thomas. Now turn off that 
    light and get to bed!”
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