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LESSON SIX 

FOUR LEVELS OF HEALING 
Revised March 20151 

 
KEY BIBLE VERSE: 
 

 Mark 11:24 – (24) "Therefore, I say to you, whatever things you ask when you 
pray, believe that you receive them, and you will have them." 

 
LESSON OBJECTIVES: 
 

 List the four levels of healing. 
 

 Identity which two levels of healing fall under the faith realm, and which two levels 
of healing fall under the sovereign realm. 

 

 This lesson outlines the four levels of healing. You can maximize your 
effectiveness by operating in all four. There are times when you will use just one 
of the four levels for healing — the word of faith, the prayer of faith, the word of 
knowledge or the healing anointing. At other times, you will use more than one of 
the levels in a specific situation or setting. Let's examine each level. 

 
LESSON 
 
A. THE FAITH REALM 
 

1. The Word Of Faith 
 

 The “Word of Faith” level is healing which occurs when the Word of God is spoken. 
It is healing that occurs because of the power of speaking the Word of God. So if 
we want to see people healed, we need to teach the truth about what the Bible 
says about healing, because healing can occur when the Word of God is spoken. 

 
a) Healing Word 

 

 Psalm 107:20, NKJV – (20) He sent His word and healed them, and 
delivered them from their destructions. 

 

 There is healing in the Word of God. So if you are just starting out in the 
healing ministry, learn how to declare the Word of God. 

 

 John 14:12, NKJV – (12) "Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in 
Me, the works that I do he will do also; and greater works than these he will 
do, because I go to My Father.” 

 

                                                           
1 Parts of this teaching are taken and modified from: “Healings, Miracles, Signs and Wonders Today 101” by Todd 
Bentley, © 2004 Fresh Fire Ministries. 
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 Mark 16:17, NKJV – (17) And these signs will follow those who believe: … 
(18) … they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover." 

 

 God has promised us that we will do the works of Jesus. But until we learn 
how to function in the fullness of the Holy Spirit, fully demonstrating the 
power of the Kingdom, we can still expect to heal, simply because we can 
speak God’s Word. 

 
b) Words Of Life 
 

 1 John 1:1, NKJV – (1) That which was from the beginning, which we have 
heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and 
our hands have handled, concerning the Word of life. 

 

 Jesus is the living Word of God, the “Word of Life”. 
 

 Philippians 2:16, NKJV – (16) holding fast the word of life, so that I may 
rejoice in the day of Christ that I have not run in vain or labored in vain. 

 

 The words that Jesus spoke, are also therefore, words of life. 
 

 Proverbs 4:20-22, NKJV – (20) My son, give attention to my words; Incline 
your ear to my sayings. (21) Do not let them depart from your eyes; Keep 
them in the midst of your heart; (22) For they are life to those who find them, 
And health to all their flesh. 

 

 Many people have testified to being healed while lying on their sickbed, and 
listening to the Word of God on tape or CD, and then confessing it for 
themselves. When we listen to the Word of God, we are listening to words 
that give life, and health to our bodies. And when we speak the Word of 
God, we are speaking the words of life, and there is healing in those words 
of life. 

 

 So if you want to be healed, hear the word, believe the word, and confess 
the word. In doing so, you are releasing life and health. 

 
c) The Word Confirmed 
 

 Mark 16:20, NKJV – (20) And they went out and preached everywhere, the 
Lord working with them and confirming the word through the accompanying 
signs.. 

 

 Whatever truth you present, the Holy Spirit will confirm that word. If you 
preach healing, the Holy Spirit confirms healing. If you preach Baptism in 
the Holy Spirit, the Holy Spirit confirms that. If you preach peace, the Holy 
Spirit confirms that. 
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d) Living Word 
 

 Hebrews 4:12, NKJV – (12) For the word of God is living and powerful, and 
sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and 
spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and 
intents of the heart. 

 

 The Word of God is living and powerful. When we learn how to use it 
skillfully, we can minister life, including healing, to those who are listening. 

 

 In the 1940’s and 1950’s, during the great healing revival, healing 
evangelists travelled all over the continent, and saw thousands of people 
healed. Most of them operated in the word of faith. What was their method? 
You could not come to altar for healing, until you were given a “prayer card”. 
How did you get a prayer card? You had to prove that you had sat through 
at least 4 or 5 nights of teaching on healing, before you could be prayed for. 
They believed that if you had not had sufficient teaching on healing, you 
would not have enough faith for healing, and so it was pointless to pray for 
you, because your heart and faith level were not ready to receive healing. 

 

 In those early healing meetings, it was all about faith, and the word of faith. 
 

2. The Prayer Of Faith 
 

 James 5:15, NKJV – (15) And the prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord 
will raise him up. And if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven. 

 

 In the “prayer of faith”, one of three mentalities is present: 
 

i. You can minister healing to yourself, based upon your own faith. 
ii. You can minister healing to another person, based on your faith, and not 

the other person’s faith. 
iii. You can come into agreement with the other person, based on your faith 

combined with their faith, and the person will be healed. 
 

a) The prayer of Elijah 
 

 James 5:16-18, NKJV – (16) Confess your trespasses to one another, and 
pray for one another, that you may be healed. The effective, fervent prayer 
of a righteous man avails much. (17) Elijah was a man with a nature like 
ours, and he prayed earnestly that it would not rain; and it did not rain on 
the land for three years and six months. (18) And he prayed again, and the 
heaven gave rain, and the earth produced its fruit. 

 

 Elijah understood that the prayer of faith was what got things done in the 
kingdom. He prayed earnestly. Now what does that mean, that he prayed 
“earnestly”? He prayed, and when it didn't happen, he prayed, and when it 
didn't happen, he prayed, and when it didn't happen, he prayed, until it 
happened. The effective prayer, the fervent prayer of a righteous man avails 
much! 
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 If you don't have an immediate manifestation of God's healing power, it 
doesn't mean you're not going to be healed. It's OK not to be instantly 
healed. Instead, as Mathew 7:7-8 below tells us, it's OK to keep on asking, 
keep on knocking, keep on seeking, keep on asking, keep on knocking, 
keep on seeking. God is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him. If you 
don't get healed tonight, pray again. If you don't get healed tomorrow, pray 
again. Faith is the prayer that keeps on praying until you receive what you 
are asking for, no matter how long it takes. The prayer of faith will heal the 
sick. 

 
b) Faith defined 
 

 Hebrews 11:6, NKJV – (6) But without faith it is impossible to please Him, 
for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder 
of those who diligently seek Him. 

 

 Faith, in this verse, is defined as believing that God is exactly who He says 
He is, and that He will reward whoever seeks Him. So when we come to 
God “in faith”, we are believing that God has the power to do what He has 
promised, and that He delights to keep His promise, because we have 
bothered to seek Him for an answer to prayer. 

 
c) Persevering Prayer 
 

 Matthew 7:7-8, Amp – (7) Keep on asking and it will be given you; keep on 
seeking and you will find; keep on knocking [reverently] and [the door] will 
be opened to you. (8) For everyone who keeps on asking receives; and he 
who keeps on seeking finds; and to him who keeps on knocking, [the door] 
will be opened. 

 

 The prayer of faith may need to be a prevailing prayer, a persevering prayer, 
where we keep praying until the answer comes. 

 

 Luke 18:1-8, NKJV – (1) Then He [Jesus] spoke a parable to them, that men 
always ought to pray and not lose heart, (2) saying: "There was in a certain 
city a judge who did not fear God nor regard man. (3) Now there was a 
widow in that city; and she came to him, saying, 'Get justice for me from my 
adversary.' (4) And he would not for a while; but afterward he said within 
himself, 'Though I do not fear God nor regard man, (5) yet because this 
widow troubles me I will avenge her, lest by her continual coming she weary 
me.' " (6) Then the Lord said, "Hear what the unjust judge said. (7) And shall 
God not avenge His own elect who cry out day and night to Him, though He 
bears long with them? (8) I tell you that He will avenge them speedily. 
Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will He really find faith on the 
earth?" 

 

 Two clarifications are necessary here. First, in no way is this parable 
implying that God is like an unjust judge. It is actually a parable of contrast, 
saying that if this unjust judge would answer the woman’s appeal due to her 
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persistence, how much more will our just God answer our appeals, if we are 
persistent. 

 

 Second, in verse 8, the word “faith” implies “persistent faith”. When the Son 
of Man comes, will He find persistent faith, people who have had faith, and 
who were unwilling to give up, but instead, persistently kept seeking God 
until the answer came? 

 
B. THE SOVEREIGN REALM 
 

 This is the way that healing evangelists like Kathryn Kuhlman operated. Kathryn 
would not start praying for the sick until there had been sufficient worship and 
prayer to change the atmosphere in the meeting. If fact, many people would be 
healed in their seats, because of the healing presence of the Lord. People were 
not healed because of faith, and the emphasis in the preaching was not on faith, 
the emphasis was on the presence of God. Then, in the midst of that presence, 
Kathryn was receive words of knowledge of what God was sovereignly doing in 
the room. She would then call them to the altar, to testify to what God had just 
done. 

 
3. The Word of Knowledge 

 

 The “Word of Knowledge” is not of the “faith” realm, it is of the “sovereign 
realm”. It’s not about how much faith you or another person has, it’s about what 
the Father is doing, and revealing to you what He is doing at that moment. 

 
a) Counsel And Might 
 

 Isaiah 11:2, NKJV – (2) The Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon Him, The 
Spirit of wisdom and understanding, The Spirit of counsel and might, The 
Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD. 

 

 The Spirit of God is the Spirit of “counsel” and might. The Holy Spirit will 
“counsel” you, or tell you during a meeting, or even in advance of a meeting, 
who God is going to heal. As you tune in to the Holy Spirit’s counsel, you 
can then declare that to the people, and see them healed. 

 
  b) The Ministry Of Jesus 
 

 John 5:19, NKJV – (19) Then Jesus answered and said to them, "Most 
assuredly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of Himself, but what He sees 
the Father do; for whatever He does, the Son also does in like manner. 

 

 Jesus often operated in the “word of knowledge”. He “saw” what the Father 
was doing (through revelation), and then declared it and ministered through 
it. 
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 When you speak out the blueprint of what God shows you in advance, it will 
happen because God said it was going to happen. People will ask, how did 
you know it was going to happen? It's because you took the time to wait for 
the spirit of counsel and the spirit of might. 

 

 Many healing evangelists are learning how to minister out of the “word of 
knowledge”. They discover in advance what God is doing, or wanting to do 
(often during their private prayer times, before or during the worship 
service), and then call those people out during the service, and declare 
them healed in Jesus’ name. 

 
4. Healing Anointing 

 
a) Healing Atmosphere Around A Person 
 

 Acts 5:15, NKJV – (15) so that they brought the sick out into the streets and 
laid them on beds and couches, that at least the shadow of Peter passing 
by might fall on some of them. 

 

 As we discussed in the last lesson, the shadow of Peter is the healing 
anointing that surrounded Peter. When Peter walked near people, they were 
instantly healed by the healing anointing that he carried. 

 
b) Healing Atmosphere In A Room Or Place 
 

 Luke 5:17, NKJV – (17) Now it happened on a certain day, as He was 
teaching, that there were Pharisees and teachers of the law sitting by, who 
had come out of every town of Galilee, Judea, and Jerusalem. And the 
power of the Lord was present to heal them. 

 

 In this case it wasn’t the faith of Jesus that was causing the healing. People 
were being healed because the power of the Lord, the healing anointing of 
God, was present to heal. 

 

 When there is a healing anointing, or a healing atmosphere, people are 
healed depending on the level of the healing atmosphere. 

 
c) The Anointing Within You 

 

 Ephesians 1:18-20, NKJV – (18) … that you may know what is the hope of 
His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, 
(19) and what is the exceeding greatness of His power toward us who 
believe, according to the working of His mighty power (20) which He worked 
in Christ when He raised Him from the dead … 
 

 Paul tells us that he is praying that we would know, or have a revelation, of 
the greatness of God’s power that is within us. When that power is working 
in us, we can experience and minister the same power that raised Christ 
from the dead. 
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 Ephesians 3:7, NKJV – (7) … I became a minister according to the gift of 
the grace of God given to me by the effective working of His power. 
 

 1 John 2:27, NKJV – (27) But the anointing which you have received from 
Him abides in you … 

 

 Paul said that he became a minister because of God’s power working within 
him. We all have the anointing, the Holy Spirit within us. But we need to ask 
God to help us learn how to stir it up, so that the healing power within us, 
as it is stirred up, would create a healing atmosphere around us. As Bill 
Johnson says, “your internal reality becomes your external reality”. 

 
C. EXPECT HEALING FROM ALL FOUR LEVELS OF HEALING 
 

 God has given us four different levels of healing, because He truly loves us, and 
He wants all of us to be healed. Unfortunately, many healing evangelists only 
operate in one of the four levels of healing, and many people only receive based 
on one level of healing. 

 

 For example, a person may come to a meeting, where the minister calls out 10 
people with different sickness, and all ten are healed. What tends to happen? A 
person whose name or condition was not called out, believes that because they 
were not called (level 3: word of knowledge), therefore God doesn’t want to heal 
them. But why not use the prayer of faith (level 2: prayer of faith) to be healed, or 
why not ask people around them to pray for them to be healed (level 1: word of 
faith), or why not draw from the healing anointing (level 4: healing anointing) that 
was created in the room during the worship time? 

 

 At the same time, start to expect God to use you in all four healing levels. When 
God gives you a word of knowledge (level 3: word of knowledge), declare it. When 
you feel a healing atmosphere in the room (level 4: healing anointing), release that 
healing atmosphere to others. And when you don’t, why not declare the word of 
faith for someone’s healing (level 1: word of faith). And if the person is not healed, 
then persevere and pray the prayer of faith (level 2: prayer of faith) until the person 
is healed. 

 
.SUMMARY 
 

 The problem with faith healing, is that faith healing is limited. It depends on how 
much faith you have, and how much faith the other person has, and how well you 
can teach on healing to inspire faith in your listeners. 

 

 However, at the same time, the problem with sovereign healing, is that it also is 
limited. It is limited to how well you can hear the voice of God telling you who He 
wants to heal, so that you can declare it. If you do not declare it, the person may 
not be healed. 
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 So, as a believer, grow your ever-increasing faith to maximum that you can, but 
then also cry out to God to give you a healing anointing, so that you can carry a 
healing presence with you. At the same time, learn how to hear God as He tells 
you who He specifically wants to heal. 

 

 Jack Coe2, a famous healing evangelist in the 1940s and 1950s saw many people 
healed in his early ministry, but he was not satisfied. He sought God for an increase 
in healings, and God told him to ask for a healing anointing. Surprised, Jack asked 
God how he was presently healing the people, and God said, “You were using 
faith.” God encouraged Jack to go even further than to minister only by faith, and 
to seek God for a healing anointing. Jack did, and soon Jack saw a substantial 
increase to the number of people healed, as God answered Jack’s prayer, and 
gave him a healing anointing, and well as operating in faith healing. 

 

 Healing anointing is different from faith healing. God wants to bring us into such 
an encounter with His presence and the anointing of His Spirit that we carry a level 
of the manifestation of God's presence and glory on our lives that causes people 
to be healed, wherever we go. 

 
PRAYER: 
 

 Father, forgive me for my unbelief. I'm sorry for those times where I've prayed vain 
words without faith or where I've just given up without persisting in prayer. Please 
release to my heart Your words of revelation that inspire true faith. Help me to 
speak out Your word over situations You want to change, and to keep praying until 
the manifestation comes. Father, I also want to operate in the word of knowledge 
and in the anointing of Your Spirit. Your Word says that You give good gifts to Your 
children who ask, so I ask for these gifts. I thank You for maturing my faith and 
increasing the anointing of Your presence on my life to get the impossible done. I 
want more miracles, Jesus. I want more people healed, just as You also desire. I 
believe Your promises and trust in Your Word. Thank You for your abundant grace 
to grow in faith. I know I have a measure of faith and that it is continuing to grow in 
me. I ask these things, trusting in the word and name of Jesus. Amen. 

                                                           
2 Jack Coe (March 11, 1918 – December 17, 1956) was one of the first faith healers in the United States 
with a touring tent ministry after World War II. Coe was ordained in the Assemblies of God in 1944, and 
began to preach while still serving in World War II. In the following twelve years, travelled the U.S. 
organizing tent revivals to spread his message. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jack_Coe 
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