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#EXC3DA

Taking It Home
Serving the Lord by serving his people isn’t always easy. Serving the 
Lord with gladness can be harder still. We recognize that fact, and 
it makes us even more thankful for all the service each of you has 
given. Therefore, we want to give you a gift. (Name/show the item 
you’re giving.) It’s a small token of our thankfulness for your service. 
We pray it will always remind you of the thanksgiving we exclaim 
today and of the words our Lord Jesus will someday exclaim for  
all heaven to hear: “Well done, good and faithful servant”  
(Matthew 25:23)!

Exclamations of Thanks

Introduction
Do you remember learning the difference between question marks 
and exclamation points? That lesson usually comes in the early 
primary grades, and it’s one of those lessons that we use throughout 
life. There’s a big difference between question marks and exclamation 
points. Depending on the punctuation, the exact same words can 
mean something totally different.

For example, consider these differences:
•�A�child’s�“No?”�question�mark�and�her�father’s,�“No!”� 
exclamation point.

•�The�politician’s�“No�new�taxes?”�question�mark�and�the�voters’� 
“No�new�taxes!”�exclamation�point.

•�The�teacher�confronting�the�irresponsible�student�on�Monday�
morning�with�the�question,�“No�homework?”�and�the�jubilant�
shouts�from�the�class�late�Friday�afternoon,�“No�homework!”�

Same words, but an altogether different meaning.



Getting to the Heart
Today, we emphasize exclamations—exclamations of thanks. 
Consider the exclamation Paul penned to the believers in the city of 
Thessalonica: 

We give thanks to God always for all of you, making mention of you 
in our prayers. 1 Thessalonians 1:2

Like the apostle, we too thank God for the people he has put in our 
lives. Today, we especially want to thank him for people like (name 
the staff/volunteers you are honoring.) We want to thank God “for all 
of you,” as Paul says. We want you to hear the exclamation of thanks 
we are raising to heaven as we pray to our Lord on account of you—
all of you!

Your generous, unselfish service does raise a question, though! 
The question, “Why?” Why would you serve so generously, so 
unselfishly? Why would you spend so much time (Name some 
activities common to the people you are celebrating, for example 
preparing lessons, visiting shut-ins, folding bulletins, practicing music, 
repairing computers in the church office, or tending flowerbeds.)

In answer to that “why” question, you might say something like, 
“Because I was asked,” or “Because I like working outdoors,” or 
“Because I find it rewarding to visit with seniors or read to children.” 
(Change these answers, as necessary, to fit the services your honorees 
perform.)

Those are all good answers. But there is, no doubt, another answer, 
an answer that comes with an exclamation point. Listen! (Read 1 
John 4:19.) Everything we do for other people grows out of our love 
for Christ Jesus, our Savior. Our love for Jesus, in turn, grows out 
of the love he first showed us. We love because Christ first loved us. 
Then, loved and loving, we serve because Christ first served us.

Just think!

•��Jesus�loves�us�so�much�that�he�left�the�peace,�the�glory,�the�praises,�
and the wonders of heaven to lie in a lowly manger on the very first 
Christmas. 

•��Jesus�loves�us�so�much�that�he�gave�up�his�life�as�heaven’s�King�to�
live a trusting, obedient life here on earth as our Savior. 

•��Jesus�loves�us�so�much�that�he�let�himself�suffer�and�die�in�our�
place. He took the nails we deserved and the anguish we had 
earned. 

•��Jesus�loves�us�so�much�that�he�rose�again�from�death�on�the�very�
first Easter. 

•��Jesus�loves�us�so�much�that�he�will�one�day�come�again�and�take�us�
to live together with him, together with all the holy angels in the 
family of God forever! 

What�joy�that�will�be!�What�bliss!�What�a�blessing!�Now�those 
sentences all rightly deserve to end with exclamation points!

We exclaim our thankfulness to our Savior now here on earth, 
and we will continue those exclamations into all eternity! In fact, 
your service to God’s people here at (name your church, school, or 
organization) is such an exclamation of thankfulness. By serving,  
you exclaim your thankfulness to the One who died for you and  
rose again. 

When you get right down to it, our Lord doesn’t need our service. In 
the heavenly realms, there are no lawns to mow or bulletins to fold. 
There are no lessons to prepare or banners to stitch. There are no 
floors to mop or youth who need transportation to the arcade. (Use 
several examples that fit your audience.)

So when we serve the Lord with gladness, we most often do that by 
serving�his�people.�And�here’s�what�Jesus�promises�about�that.�(Read 
Matthew 25:40.) Now�there’s a promise that deserves an exclamation 
point! Whatever we do for one of our Lord’s brothers or sisters, it’s 
as though we have done it for him! 


