
the Co-op as a Community Resource: 

Fiscal Year 2012 Community Contribution Snapshot 

About $10,000 in in-kind donations to 58 different local 
clubs, organizations, schools, events, and projects:  

including Isla Vista Elementary School, Orfalea S’cool Gardens & Preschool,  

Environmental Education for the Next Generation, Environmental Affairs Board, Quail 

Springs Sustainable Vocations, UCSB Health & Wellness, SOL Food Festival, Green 

Drinks, Surfrider, California Students for Sustainability, Isla Vista Adopt-a-Block, Dos 

Pueblos High School, El Congresso, PUEBLO, Fishbon, Fermentation Festival, Goleta 

Family School, San Marcos Parent-Child Workshop, and more! 

Our mission, as a natural and organic foods consumer 

cooperative, is to provide the residents of Isla Vista and neigh-
boring communities of Santa Barbara County with reasonably 
priced foods, products and services that promote a healthier life-
style and environment. The Isla Vista Food Cooperative is an eco-
nomic alternative founded on cooperative business principles 
and values that are practiced in our operating as well as through 
our governance policies  

Our vision is a community engaged in the cooperative 

principles and values of social, economic, and environmental re-
sponsibility. The Isla Vista Food Cooperative will be the hub of 
this cooperative community, empowering its members by provid-
ing them with products, services, and information to sustain it. 
Our Co-op will network with organizations that are in alignment 
with our goals and ethics. It will succeed financially allowing is to 
provide our employees with a fair wage and benefits, as well as 
providing the means for outreach projects to the community de-
fining our social and economic ideals. We envision a thriving co-
operative community that by practicing the values of honesty, 
openness, and caring for others, will assist other communities in 
establishing their cooperative identity.  

The Co-op’s Education & Outreach Program 
exists as a mechanism for knowledge to be 
passed to groups of predominately young 

people (preschool through college) in the form 
of lectures, store tours, demonstrations,  

hands-on tasting and shopping experiences.  
 In the past year we’ve hosted over 100 

preschool-1st graders (over 600 since we 
began this project, at least half who are 

considered socioeconomically disadvantaged). 
All children leave with a reusable co-op tote 

bag full of healthy snacks.  The photo included 
was a 1st grade class who made organic 

vegetable skeletons.  A mom on the tour let us 
know that the day was a memorable one, 

because she watched her daughter eat a green 
bean for the first time. 


