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“I have a great need for God, 
and I have a great God for my need.” 
English pastor and author, Charles Spurgeon 

 

Tough times come for all of us 
The Book of Acts closes with Paul in prison, one more major challenge in 
a string of hardships that came his way.  Here’s what happened:   
 

 Unfair treatment (Acts 24-26) 
Paul is brought to trial on false charges that he committed offenses 
against the Jewish law, the temple, and the emperor.  The authorities 
realize he’s done nothing wrong.  Acts 25:8,25-27; 26:30-31; 28:17-18 
Like Jesus, Paul was subjected to a series of five trials: 

 Jesus by:     Paul by:   
 Annas   crowd (Acts 21:27-22:29) 
 the Sanhedrin   the Sanhedrin (22:30-23:11) 
 King Herod Antipas  Felix (24:1-27) 
 Pilate (2x)   Festus (25:1-12) 
     King Herod Agrippa II (26:1-32) 
 

 Natural disasters (Acts 27) 
Paul and his companions are among the 276 passengers on a ship 
that hits a major storm in the Adriatic Sea.    
“Before very long, a wind of hurricane force, called the Northeaster, 
swept down from the island.  The ship was caught by the storm… 
When neither sun nor stars appeared for many days and the storm 
continued raging, we finally gave up all hope…” Acts 27:14-15, 20 

 

 Physical trials (Acts 28) 
When helping to build a fire on shore following the shipwreck, “a 
viper, driven out by the heat, fastened itself on his hand.”  Acts 28:4 
 

 Prison (Acts 28) 
The Book of Acts ends with Paul finally arriving in Rome and being 
put under house arrest for 2 years.  “When we got to Rome, Paul 
was allowed to live by himself, with a soldier to guard him.”  Acts 28:16 

How can the Lord work through our tough times? 
In Philippians 1, Paul reflects on his experience in Acts 24-28, setting an 
example for how each of us can trust the Lord and grow in the hard times. 
 

#1:  Tough times are a great prompter to pray     Philippians 1:3-11 
“In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy…And this is my 
prayer: that your love may abound more and more…” Philippians 1:4,9-10 

 

Paul’s suffering didn’t cause him to lose confidence in the Lord. 
Instead, his tone is upbeat and joy-filled because he is convinced of a 
key truth—that Jesus can use our challenges to accomplish good in 
our lives…and for others.  Romans 8:28; Genesis 50:20 

 
#2:  Tough times give new opportunities to share Christ      Phil. 1:12-14 

“And I want you to know, my dear brothers and sisters, that everything 
that has happened to me here has helped to spread the Good News. 
For everyone here, including the whole palace guard, knows that I am 
in chains because of Christ.”  Phil. 1:12-13, NLT; Acts 26:4-23; 28:23-24,31 
 

Every tough circumstance in my life…  
o Reminds me that God is never surprised by my challenges.  

“Don’t be surprised at the fiery trials…” 1 Peter 4:12-13; Acts 9:15  
o Allows me to set a courageous example for other Christians. 

“Because of my imprisonment, most of the believers here have 
gained confidence and boldly speak God’s message…”  Phil. 1:14 

 
#3:  Tough times help me remember heaven is my home     Phil. 1:19-26  

“To me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.  If I am to go on living in the 
body, this will mean fruitful labor for me…I am torn between the two: I 
desire to depart and be with Christ, which is better by far.”  Phil. 1:21-23 
 

Because Heaven is an incredible place, and Jesus is an incredible 
Savior, I can face challenges and even death with NO FEAR! 

 

My response: 

 Where have you found yourself saying “If only…”, wishing that 
something in your life would have turned out differently?  Can you 
accept in faith today that the Lord can use even that for good? 

 Do you look forward to Heaven?  If you don’t see it as “better by 
far,” what kind of adjustment can you make in your thinking today?   

   

Completed note sheets are available at the literature display in the Lobby, or by visiting Gracecma.org 


