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I. Prophecy 
 
A. Prophecy means “to speak forth” … It is God's commitment to communicate His: 
 

1. Thoughts and intents to mankind 
 
2. It is a Gift - 1 Cor. 12:4-10 
 
3. It is Holy Spirit inspired revelation of Gods will and mind for: - 1 Cor 14:1-3 
 
 a. Edification … Build you into Him 
 b. Exhortation … an insight 
 c. Comfort ... peace 

 
B. It is a manifested gift given to each one to PROFIT ALL - 1 Cor. 12:7 
 

1 Cor. 12: 7 - “But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of 
all” (NKJV) 

 
C. Every believer has the potential to prophecy - 1 Cor. 14:31 
 

1. To edify the church - 1 Cor. 14:12 
 

1 Cor. 14:12 - Even so you, since you are zealous for spiritual gifts, let it be for 
the edification of the church that you seek to excel. (NKJV) 

 
2. Learn and hear what the Spirit of God is say to all by the same spirit - 1 Cor. 

12:4-6,11 
 

1 Cor. 12:4-6 - (4) There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. (5) There are 
differences of ministries, but the same Lord. (6) And there are diversities of 
activities, but it is the same God who works all in all. (NKJV) 

 
V4 - The Holy Spirit 
V5 - The Son 
V6 - The Father 

 
1 Cor. 12:11 – (11) But one and the same Spirit works all these things, 
distributing to each one individually as He wills. (NKJV) 

 
3. Activities - Rom. 12:6-8 

 
(6) God has given each of us the ability to do certain things well. So if God has 
given you the ability to prophesy, speak out when you have faith that God is 
speaking through you. (7) If your gift is that of serving others, serve them well. If 
you are a teacher, do a good job of teaching. (8) If your gift is to encourage 
others, do it! If you have money, share it generously. If God has given you 
leadership ability, take the responsibility seriously. And if you have a gift for 
showing kindness to others, do it gladly. (NLT) 
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4. Identification ... Prophecy is the extensive gift ministry of the Holy Spirit (Body 
Function) – 1 Cor. 12:28 

 
1 Cor. 12:28 - (28) Here is a list of some of the members that God has placed in 
the body of Christ: 

 
1 Cor. 12:27-28 – (27) Now here is what I am trying to say: All of you together 
are the one body of Christ, and each one of you is a separate and necessary part 
of it. (28) Here is a list of some of the parts he has placed in his Church, which is 
his body: Apostles, Prophets-those who preach God's Word, Teachers, Those 
who do miracles, Those who have the gift of healing; Those who can help others, 
Those who can get others to work together, Those who speak in languages they 
have never learned. (TLB) 

 
5. It is a divine disclosure by the Holy Spirit that God is in your midst to bring 

conviction to repentance - 1 Cor. 14:24-25 
 
 1 Cor. 14:24-25 – (24) But if all of you are prophesying, and unbelievers or 

people who don't understand these things come into your meeting, they will be 
convicted of sin, and they will be condemned by what you say. (25) As they 
listen, their secret thoughts will be laid bare, and they will fall down on their knees 
and worship God, declaring, "God is really here among you." (NLT) 

 
D. Prophecy is not predictive in the sense of foretelling but is an interpretive declaring 

the will and counsel of God - 1 Cor. 12:10 
 
E. It is being good stewards, managers, administrators of God’s grace - 1 Peter 4:10 
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II. The Office Of Prophet 
 
A. The office of the Prophet is the extension ministry of Christ (headship function) a 

foundational ministry to the building the church into God's purpose - Eph. 2:20 - a 
Set in ministry; Acts 11:27-30 

 
1. Equip the saints – Eph. 4:11-12 
 
2. Perfecting the saints unto repentance – eg. John the Baptist 
 
3. Prosper the saints - 2 Chron. 20:20 
 

2 Chron. 20:20 – (20) Jehoshaphat stood and said, "Hear me, O Judah and you 
inhabitants of Jerusalem: Believe in the LORD your God, and you shall be 
established; believe His prophets, and you shall prosper (NKJV) 

 
4. Reject the prophets you reject God and the Ministry of Holy Spirit – Matt. 10:41 
 

Matt. 10:41 – (41) He who receives a prophet in the name of a prophet shall 
receive a prophet's reward. And he who receives a righteous man in the 
name of a righteous man shall receive a righteous man's reward. (NKJV) 

 
B. Prophets reveal new truths to the body – Amos 3:7; Eph. 1:17-19; Eph. 3:2-6 
 

Eph. 3:2-6 – (2) If indeed you have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God 
which was given to me for you, (3) how that by revelation He made known to me the 
mystery (as I have briefly written already, (4) by which, when you read, you may 
understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ), (5) which in other ages was not 
made known to the sons of men, as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to His 
holy apostles and prophets: (NKJV) 

 
C. All prophecies are subject to the Prophets – 1 Cor. 14:32 
 

1. Judge the authenticity of the utterance 
2. Judge the content and alignment with God's word and relevance 

 
D. The Office is a: 
 

1. Mantle of divine impartation of Christ's own nature, wisdom and power to 
perceive what is in the heart of the people 

 
2. Proclaim future counsel and purpose of God 
 
3. Gift operates in the Office by understanding all mysteries, knowledge and 

revelation through love 
 

1 Cor. 13:2 - And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all 
mysteries and all knowledge, and though I have all faith, so that I could remove 
mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. (NKJV) 
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Eph. 6:19-20 – (19) and for me, that utterance may be given to me, that I may 
open my mouth boldly to make known the mystery of the gospel, (20) for which I 
am an ambassador in chains; that in it I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak. 
(NKJV) 

 
4. Impart by laying on of hands - Acts 13:1-3 

 
Acts 13:1-3 – (2) As they ministered to the Lord and fasted, the Holy Spirit said, 
"Now separate to Me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called 
them." (3) Then, having fasted and prayed, and laid hands on them, they sent 
them away. (NKJV) 

 
5. Acts 13:14-44 

 
a. Prophetic word from Paul confirmed and activated the will and word of God to 

the people in Antioch 
b. v42 - Jews went out of the temple and the GENTILES begged the Word Paul 

spoke to be preached the next week 
c. v43 - Those who followed Paul continued in the Grace of God 
d. v44 - The whole city came together to hear the word of God 

 
E. Prophecies can be conditional based on human behavior, obedience and attitude 
 
F. Unconditional prophecy are God's ultimate plan and purpose for mankind through 

God's UNLIMITED POWER = GENERATION BLESSINGS. 
 

Ex: Abraham (Abraham received 10 conditional prophecies but through his 
obedience even to the instructions from God for his son, God took all the conditional 
prophecies and made them UNCONDITIONAL OATHS OR PROMISES. 
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What Are Prophets and Prophetesses? 
 
Ephesians 4:11-12 – (11) "And He gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and 
some, evangelists; and some, pastors; and teachers;" (12) "For the perfecting of the 
saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ." 
 
1. There are two worldly concepts of the prophetic ministry. 
 

a. One is as an old wild eyed and crazy person, with unkept hair. 
 
1. They live in a cave and are mad at the world. 
 
2. They come out at times, mutter the need to repent, and then retreat. 

 
b. Another concept is that they are seen as a socially concerned preacher. 

 
1. One who speaks out on current issues 
 
2. One who preaches Ecology, not Theology 

 
Ecology - The branch of Science dealing with the relationship between living 
organisms and the environment. 

 
On the overall the prophetic ministry is faced with much opposition. 

 
Acts 3: 19-21 - There will be a restoration of all things. 
 
1. The restoration of the prophet's ministry will not come easy. 
 

a. Not many feel comfortable being called Prophet. 
 

b. There are many fears concerning this mini 
 

c. Most grab Pastor or Evangelist titles to be more accepted and end up frustrated. 
 

d. Also the counterfeits around has caused many to reject the ministry. 
 

Remember, there will always be those around who will not receive the restoration of 
God's truth to the Church. 

 
2. What Prophets and Prophetess are? 
 

a. They are men and women, like us, called of God. 
 
b. Anointed and called from birth, or they have been apprehended and anointed at 

a point in their lives. 
 
c. They are used to speak forth revelational insight from God. 
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d. They are human beings used in a unique place in the Church. 
 
e. They present God's requirements to His people. 

 
3. According to Ephesians 2:19-20 they are part of the foundation ministry of the 

Church. 
 
4. The Prophet's ministry is marked more by the gifts of revelation, wisdom, knowledge, 

and discernment, than by public preaching 
 

Remember, the existence of one ministry depends on the others being in existence. 
You cannot be second if there is not a first, or third if there is not a second. 

 
1 Corinthians 12:28 - "And God has set some in the Church, first Apostles, secondarily 
Prophets, thirdly Teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, 
governments, diversities of tongues." 
 
5. Foundation precedes revelation and revelation precedes teaching 
 

a. Prophets are not teachers, but they can teach. 
 
b. A Prophet is one who speaks revelation to the Church. 
 
c. They are those in whom God speaks through. 

 
The Prophet has been theologized out of existence, culticly defined, silenced, 
unbelieved in, memorialized in History, mis-interpreted and replaced. 

 
Sometimes the Prophet is missing because God has moved him I believe the 
Prophets will start appearing in great numbers when the other ministries get in their 
proper place. 

 
Proverbs 20:5 - Counsel in the heart of man is like deep water, but a man of 
understanding will draw it out. 
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Four Realms of Prophecy 
 
I. Prophecy Of Scripture 
 

A. 2 Peter 1:19-21 
 

1. All prophetic utterance should be judged by the written Word of God 
 
2. Prophecy does not take the place of the scriptures. 

 
a. As believers one should not seek prophecy to replace the sufficiency of 

the Word of God in our lives 
b. The church needs both God's written word and the prophetic word to 

mature and become equipped 
 

3. Prophecy is a divine disclosure on behalf of the moving of the Holy Spirit 
 

(1 Cor. 12:10, for edification, exhortation and comfort 1 Cor. 14:3) 
 

4. 1 Cor. 14:24 - Prophecy is to mutually benefit each other with anointed loving 
words of building up, insight, affirmation and 

 
a. v25 provide insight that humbles hearts in worship of God as they are 

made aware of God's knowledge of their need and or prayers and his 
readiness to answer them 

 
II. Spirit of Prophesy 
 

A. Rev 19:10 - "for the testimony of Jesus is the "spirit of prophesy" 
 

1. Prophesy means to "bring forth" and/or "in advance" the proclamation of 
God's word as it forecasts events, 

 
a. a divine quickening, an unction of the Holy Spirit released as the life and 

breath of God (AMP) 
 

2. Declaration of God's word forthrightly, boldly or confrontingly, before a group 
or individual (usually activated under Office of Prophet) 

 
B. Changes lives 
 

1 Sam 10:6-7 - "the Spirit of the Lord will come upon you mightily and you shall 
prophesy with them and be "CHANGED INTO ANOTHER MAN..." 
 
1. 1 Samuel 19:20-24 - it is the anointing of the Holy Spirit that enables saints 

who do not have the Gift of Prophesy or who have not be called to the Office 
of Prophet to speak under the INSPIRATION of God 
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2. When the Spirit of Prophesy is present, there is a free flowing of the prophetic 
word but does not mean that the people God uses at that time retains the gift 
or has been called to the Office of Prophet 

 
C. Lifestyle necessary for the Spirit of Prophecy to flow 

 
1. Unity factor both with the Lord and others 
 

a. 2 Chron. 5:13 - "The had one sound praising the Lord" 
 
b. Act 2:1 - "they were together in one accord" 

 
2. Recognize and be sensitive to the moving of the Holy Spirit 

 
a. Acts 4:8 - "Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit said to the ..." 

 
3. Attitudes are vital.... 

 
a. Phil. 4:8 - "rejoice always" 
 
b. Eph. 6:18 - "pray without ceasing" 

 
4. Deal with sin quickly in your life 

 
a. Rom 2:4 - "do you think lightly of the riches of His kindness, forbearance 

and patience, not knowing that the goodness of God leads you to 
repentance” 

 
b. Rom. 12:3 - "through grace given to me and everyone ... not to think of 

himself more highly than he ought to thing but to think soberly as God has 
dealt to each one a measure of faith” (not saving faith but faith to exercise 
the gifts God portions to us) 

 
III. Gift of Prophesy 
 

A. Prophesying - Means to predict something, to foretelling events or to speak 
under divine inspiration. 

 
B. Prophecy - Means to speaking forth, declare a thing that can only be known by 

divine revelation 
 
C. 1 Cor. 12:4 - "Now there are diversities of gifts but the same spirit." 

 
1 Cor. 12:10 - "to another the working of miracles, to another the gift of prophecy" 
 
1. The gift is given to bring the word of the Lord to the congregation - 1 Cor. 14:5 
 
2. It will be revelation which teaches, encourages and comforts 
 
3. It will exalt and stir up the worship of Christ 
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D. Gift of prophecy is an 

 
1. Extension of the ministry of the Holy Spirit 
 

a. The gift is a BODY MINISTRY function 
 
2. While the Office of the Prophet is an extension of the ministry of Christ 
 

a. Office a HEADSHIP function 
 
3. It is a gift 

 
a. By Grace and Faith – Rom. 12:6, Gal. 3:5 
 
b. It is the same principle as receiving salvation – Eph. 2:8, Rom. 14:23 
 
c. It isn't based on Christian Maturity - Acts 10:45 
 
d. It isn't based on correct doctrine - Act 19:2-3 
 
e. It cannot be earned - 1 Cor. 4:7 
 
f. It cannot be purchased with money, good words - Acts 8:18 

 
4. It is one of the nine manifestations of the Holy Spirit - 1 Cor. 12 

 
a. Whose purpose is to edify, exhort and comfort God's people - 1 Cor. 14:3 
 
b. Produce deep conviction to unbelievers - 1 Cor. 14:24 
 
c. Prophecy is a "shotgun" gift that can bless hundreds of people at once. 
 
d. The other eight gifts are focused "rifle" gifts which normally bless one 

specific or just a few persons 
 

5. Paul told the saint at Corinth in 1 Cor. 14:1,39 - "to desire spiritual gifts but 
rather that you may prophesy .... wherefore, brethren covet to prophesy" 

 
a. 2 Chronicles 20:12-17 - Jahaziel prophesied to Jehosphaphat 
 
b. 2 Chronicles 24:20 - Zechariah prophesied repentance 

 
IV. Prophetic song 
 

1 Samuel 10:5, Psalm 37:3-5 - "you will meet prophets coming down from the high 
place, with a harp, tambourine, flute and a lyre before them and they will be 
prophesying (singing)” 
 
Hebrew word (naba naw-baw) speak or sing by inspiration 
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A. Worship music under the anointing produces the spirit of divine inspiration and a 

surrendered heart loving and giving to the Lord 
 
B. Isa. 10:27 - "On that day the burden they laid on your shoulders shall be 

removed, their yoke will be broken off your neck, it shall be destroyed by reason 
of the anointing (fatness, God's great prosperity.) (KJV) "it no longer fits your 
neck for the yoke has gone rotten for want of oil" (ASV) 

 
1. This anointing will bring forth the ability to prophesy with (give utterance) 

ecstacy, it will grip you, inspire you. 
 

Prov. 10:32 - "the lips of the righteous bring forth what is acceptable (good)" 
 

2. Matt. 12:33-35 - "the mouth speaks of that which fills the mouth" 
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Types Of Prophecies 
 
There are basically two types of prophecies spoken over someone. 
 
A. Unconditional prophecies 
 

1. God's decrees are irrevocable. They will always be fulfilled. 
 

A. Will be fulfilled, but not necessarily to the generation given. 
 

Example: Prophecy concerning Israelites possessing Canaan. 
 
The prophecy was fulfilled, but not to the leader given nor that group of people. 
 
God's prophetic oath to Abraham concerning his blessings and his seed. 
 
Nothing can stop an unconditional God inspired prophecy from coming to past. 
 
God will fulfill his purpose and plan regardless of man's interruptions. 

 
1. God will find a way to fulfill His predestined prophecies. 
 
2. All prophecies concerning God's divine purposes are unconditional. 

 
Typical examples are: 

 
1. Daniel's prophetic interpretation of Nebuchadnezzar's dream. 

 
A. Daniel 2:44; Rev. 2:26-27; Romans 8:17; Mal. 3:16-18. 

 
 2. Judgment prophecies fall under the unconditional group. 

 
A. In the case of Nineveh and Jonah, prophecy was postponed and later 

carried out. 
 

Unconditional prophecies can be adjusted, rescheduled, but never canceled or 
stopped short of fulfillment. 

 
B. Conditional Prophecies. 
 

1. All personal prophecies are conditional. 
 
2. They all fall under the divine prophetical principle. 

 
C. Difference between the two. 
 

1. Unconditional are those which have to do with God's overall plan that nothing can 
stop. God fulfills them for His own purposes. 
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2. He makes it happen by His unlimited power. 
 
3. These types of prophecies are often referred to as general or divine decrees. 
 
4. Dependent upon God only for fulfillment. 
 
5. Conditional are those personal words dependent upon God and man. 
 

A. They can be depleted, canceled, altered, or reversed. 
 

6. The Bible reveals many examples of things that can hinder or stop personal 
prophecy from being fulfilled. 

 
D. Biblical proof of personal prophecies being conditional: 
 

1. Exodus 6:6-8 - God's I wills to Israel concerning Canaan. 
 

(No conditional wording in this but only 2 men received out of 600,000. 
 

A. All those over 20 years of age never received. 
 
B. Prophecy was canceled because conditions not met. 
 
C. Personal prophecy require faith and obedience for fulfillment. 

 
2. 1 Sam. 13:13-14; 1 Sam. 15:26,28 - By Saul rejecting the prophetic word of the 

Lord he lost his kingship and anointing. 
 

A. Not following the prophetic voice of the Lord is dangerous. 
B. The anointing was taken from Saul and given to David. 

 
Whether conditional or unconditional we need to be sensitive to the leading of the Holy 
Spirit when it comes to the prophetic word of the Lord whether it comes from the written 
word or the spoken word. 
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How to Properly Implement Prophecy - Part I 
 
1. Serving the Body of Christ through prophecy. 
 

a. You have to move within the guidelines of proper operation. 
 
b. You will always encounter misuse and abuse where there is freedom of the Holy 

Spirit. 
 
2. Sheep are easily spooked and we need to know how to eliminate problems. 
 

a. The need for specific training in the ministry of the prophetic was confirmed by 
Samuel through the setting up of the School of the Prophets. 

 
b. There are practical principles of living that needs to be followed by those who 

move in the Prophetic. 
 
c. There should be impartation of truth through godly examples. 

 
3. Teaching and training of prophetic people should consist of three areas. 
 

a. Old Testament law and its application to Christians. 
 
b. History of Israel and their customs. 
 
c. The covenants given to God's people. (Jew and Gentile) 

 
Rightly dividing the Word of God is essential for a Prophet to stay on the right track. 

 
4. You can't receive the anointing for prophetic ministry through teaching but you can 

receive teaching on how to operate in it. 
 

a. You might possess the right desires and attitude, but practice it wrongly. 
 
b. There needs to be a proper avenue to enable the word spoken to hit the target. 
 

5. Guidelines by which to examine yourself. 
 

a. Are you ministering from right motivation? 
 

1. Why do you do the things you do and what is driving you to do it? 
 
2. Do you do it to be seen to receive recognition? 
 
3. Do you do it to be like somebody else for identification? 
 
4. Do you do it to prove spirituality, trying to establish ministry? 

 
Proverbs 18:16 - "A man's gift maketh room for him, and bringeth him before great 
men." 
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The owner of a gift from God will receive the right acceptance and recognition from 
men, good or bad. Reputation is established by God not ambition. 
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How To Properly Implement Prophecy - Part 2 
 
1. Avoid being one who controls the meeting. (Being overly possessive of time) 
 
2. Don't abuse privilege of being a part of a free-flowing worship service. 
 
3. Be one who works within the guidelines the leadership has set up for protection of 

the flock. 
 
4. Help others to take the responsibility of moving in the Spirit. 
 
Be able to distinguish between personality of men and the anointing of God. The 
emotions of the flesh and the prompting of the Spirit has to be sorted out. 
 
5. Know when to exhort and when to prophesy. (The difference between the two.) 
 
6. Guard against polluting the prophetic ministry. 
 

a. Things that allow pollution are carnality, sensuality, and hidden habits. 
 
b. Personality weaknesses, wrong motivations, and emotional stress coupled with 

rough edges anywhere in our being will taint the message. 
 
7. Impurities enter in when we mix together the feelings and thoughts of our soul with 

the words and anointing of the Holy Spirit. 
 
8. The natural mind will always try to override the flow of the Holy Spirit. 
 

a. Thinking on a word too long will usually allow carnal thoughts to enter in. 
 
b. Purity is essential to be used by God and it is our responsibility to keep clean. 

 
1. Use your weapons, especially the blood of Jesus to cleanse yourself. 

 
It's not the Word that needs preparation, but the vessel that's going to deliver the Word. 
 
9. Don't toss "Thus Saith the Lord" around loosely. Not all words that come out of our 

mouth are from God. 
 

a. People have a right to examine what we say and respond accordingly. 
 
b. God gave His Prophets the right to use "Thus saith the Lord, but not to abuse it. 
 
c. When God speaks through a person dynamic things take place. 

 
We need to use "Thus saith the Lord" when God says to and not just when we want to. 
Holy Spirit breathed words produce fulfillment and create life. Action will follow the word 
spoken and ministry will be established. Not just in word only, but in deed and truth. 
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Limitations Of The Prophetic Ministry 
 
1. There are four levels of prophecy mentioned. 
 

a. Prophecy of Scripture. (Revealed in the Word.) 
b. Office of Prophet. (One of the five-fold ministries.) 
c. Gift of Prophecy. (Bestowed by the Holy Spirit.) 
d. Spirit of Prophecy. (Activated at special times.) 

 
You should always use prophecy of scripture as your yardstick to judge all other realms 
of prophecy. 
 
2. Any word not in line with the written word of God should not be given or received. 
 

a. Prophecy spoken by man is never infallible, or is never beyond questioning 
b. There will be imperfections because we are dealing with less than perfect 

vessels 
c. No one, apart from Jesus Christ, can claim his ministry or prophecy infallible. 
d. Nothing should be exalted above the word of God. 
e. Prophecy is not meant to release us from following the written word of God. 
f. Prophecy should never allow people to violate clear biblical principles. 

 
3. Prophecy must be judged as the word dictates. 
 

a. 1 Corinthians 14:29 - Scripture commands us to discern the word of prophecy 
showing us it has limitations. 

 
4. Questions to ask when prophecy comes forth. 
 

a. Is it constructive for the situation? 1 Corinthians 14:4 - Is it building up? 
 
b. Does it destroy or degrade without remedy? 
 
c. Does the gift bring God's benefits to the Church? 

 
Guard against thinking you are God's gift to the Church to bring correction. 
 
5. Prophecy should bring exhortation to God's people. 
 

a. God uses prophecy to console, strengthen, and motivate. 
 
b. Prophecy is used to provoke believers to good works. 
 
c. All ministry should point the people towards the father's love and comfort. 

 
Prophecy will bring a second wind to the runner lagging behind and cause him to have 
the desire to finish the race. It will not confuse God's people. 
 
Prophecy will not rob people of their peace. Confidence, joy, or leave them in a state of 
uneasiness. 
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6. Prophecy must be proven prophecy. 
 

a. It must be responded to with respect and expectation. 
 

1. One must prove all things and hold on to what is good. 
 
b. Do not be afraid of your prophecies being put to the test. 
 
c. Don't fret when questions are asked about what you speak. 
 

1. If you can answer the question, do. If not encourage those asking to wait for 
other confirmations. 

 
Let God establish you through proven lifestyle, fruitfulness, and dedication to the Word 
of God. 
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What To Do When You Receive A Personal Prophecy 
(Revised January 22, 2007) 

 
Congratulations! God has chosen to use someone to communicate a word of 
encouragement from His heart to yours, through the ministry of Personal Prophecy. 
We hope that you received fresh encouragement and inspiration for your life. 
Indeed, the Bible teaches, in 1 Corinthians 14:3, NIV – “But everyone who prophesies 
speaks to men for their strengthening, encouragement and comfort.” And yet, as is 
normally the case, there were probably a few things spoken to you, that may have left 
you feeling a little puzzled, or even confused. So what do you do? 
 
It should be noted that your personal prophecy is God's personal word to you. So you 
are ultimately the best person to understand what God was trying to communicate to 
you. However, we would like to help you to maximize both your understanding of that 
word, and it's personal benefit to you. 
 
1. Listen Repeatedly 
 
In our ministry, when we minister a personal prophecy, we try our best to audio record 
it. This has a number of benefits. 
 

 It gives you a permanent record of what was said. 

 It allows you to hear the word a number of times, for further clarification and 
understanding. 

 It gives you the chance to correct any misunderstandings that you might have had, 
in what you hear. 

 
So when you first receive your recorded personal prophecy, get alone in a place with no 
distractions, and listen to your prophecy a number of times, over a number of days. 
 
2. Transcribe And Make Two Copies 
 
Next, you should transcribe your personal prophecy. Again, there are a number of 
advantages for this. 
 

 It gives you a permanent, word-for-word written record of what was said. 

 The exercise of transcribing forces you to pay attention to exactly what was said, 
and what was not said. This helps to avoid misunderstandings of what was said. 

 It allows you to visually study what was said, so that you can receive further insights 
on your prophecy. 

 It allows you to share your transcribed prophetic word with an unbiased person, 
who can give you additional insights into what was said. 

 
Type out your personal prophecy, word-for-word. Often, the exact phrases and words 
used are very important for proper understanding. We recommend that you type it out 
double-spaced, so that you may write your insights in-between each line of the text. 
 
In addition, before you begin to study your written prophecy, make a second copy that 
has not yet been marked up, to share with someone else. 
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3. Read And Mark Up One Copy 
 
Take one copy of your prophetic word, and read over it a number of times. Pray, and 
ask God to give you insight into what He was trying to communicate to you. Then, 
begin to mark it up with your impressions. 
 
The following questions have proved very helpful to people in the past. 
 
a) What is the general message of the word? (eg. hope, encouragement, something to 

do, etc.) 
b) What words really “stick out” to you or “resonate in your spirit? (God is trying to plant 

an encouraging seed of destiny in your life). 
c) What themes or phrases are repeated a number of times? (God is trying to get your 

attention, by reinforcing something He really wants you to understand). 
d) Is there anything that God has already said to you, that this personal prophecy 

confirms or reminds you of? (God is trying to remind you of what He has told you in 
the past, so that you will get more aggressive at putting it into practice.) 

e) Is there any corrective words that warn of a present action, feeling or mindset, such 
as unforgiveness, bitterness, resentment, pride, prayerlessness, lack of Bible 
reading, or harmful habits? (God is trying to protect you from making a mistake). 

f) Are there brand new ideas or future elements that you have never thought of before, 
that you need to prepare for, such as study on a certain topic, take advantage of 
certain opportunities, receive training for a specific ministry? (God is trying to open 
up your mind to new possibilities for your life.) 

 
Highlight key phrases, repeated phrases, attitudes to correct, and actions to take. 
 
4. Share The Other Copy Of Your Word 
 
At the same time that you are studying your personal prophecy, you should give your 
other, unmarked copy, to an unbiased person that you trust. This may be your pastor, 
your spouse, your small group leader, a church leader, or a close Christian friend. Be 
sure that the person you give your copy to understands the nature of personal 
prophecy, and has some understanding of how to judge prophetic words. Give them a 
number of days to read their copy of your personal prophecy, and mark it up with their 
own insights and comments. 
 
5. Make An Appointment With The Person 
 
Make sure that you make an appointment to meet with the person you gave a copy of 
your prophetic word to. You will miss out on the blessing of their insights, if you do not 
arrange a meeting. 
 
6. Meet Together With The Person 
 
When you meet with the other person, first share what you feel your personal prophecy 
was saying to you. Then, allow them to give their clarifications and additional insights. 
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Remember, this was God's word to you, and so you are usually in the best position, to 
discern what it means, because of your intimate knowledge of your own personality, 
gifts, dreams, and life experiences. However, do not disregard insights from the other 
person, especially when they share concerns about misinterpretations or unwise 
responses. 
 
7. Respond In Any Appropriate Ways 
 
After you have received a personal prophecy, and have studied it, understood it, and 
received insights from others, there are four very important responses: 
 
a) Respond immediately, where instructed. Where the prophecy told you to repent, 

forgive, humble yourself, or let go of something, do it now. 
 
b) Make corrections, where necessary. Where the prophecy told you to make 

corrections in your life, especially in the area of attitudes or habits, begin to work on 
them, starting now, and deal with them as soon as possible. 

 
c) Receive Training, where needed. Where the prophecy suggested that you need 

more training, begin to get it. Read books, take study courses, watch videos – do 
what you can to become more proficient in the area where God wants to use you. 

 
d) Ponder in your heart. After Mary had received a message from an angel, as well as 

words of clarification from the shepherds, the Bible says, in Luke 2:19, NIV – “But 
Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart.” What does this 
mean? Where the prophecy said things that are still unclear, or don't “witness in your 
spirit” right now, don't disregard them. Instead, like Mary, just “ponder them” or “put 
them on a shelf”, and remind yourself of them, from time to time, to see if God has 
given you additional insight, or if circumstances in your life have changed, or if you 
receive another prophecy with similar words. Don't respond until you are sure what 
you are to do, but also don't disregard them. Instead, reflect on them from time to 
time, until your required response becomes clear. 

 
8. A Few Final Cautions 
 
a) If God, in your personal prophecy, told you what He is about to do, then let Him do it. 

Don't make the mistake of trying to do it for Him. He told you what He was about to 
do, so that you could co- operate with Him, not so that you could do it for Him. 

 
b) The Bible says, in 1 Corinthians 13:12, NIV – “Now we see but a poor reflection as in 

a mirror; then we shall see face to face Now I know in part; then I shall know fully 
even as I am fully known” This means that no prophetic person is completely 
accurate. In their enthusiasm when they shared with you, they may have added to 
the prophecy, misinterpreted the prophecy, or missed something in the prophecy. As 
a result, you are ultimately responsible for how you interpret and respond to your 
personal prophecy. Don't respond until what was said “bears witness to your spirit”. 
If God speaks to you a clarification or something a little bit different than the 
prophecy, trust God with what He has spoken to you, and respond appropriately to 
it. 
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c) All prophecy speaks to your potential. No prophecy is “guaranteed” to happen. It 
depends on our attitudes, our actions, our motivation, our willingness, and our 
determination to cooperate with God, and do what He says. God has shared with 
you His desire for part of your life, and what you are capable of, if you are willing to 
let Him work in and through you. But whether you really reach your potential, and 
fulfill God's will for your life, is completely up to you, and no one else. 

 
So ... be blessed! Allow God's personal word to you work deeply in you, and through 
you. His will for you has been clarified, His love for you has been confirmed. His grace 
toward you has been imparted. Enjoy the adventure ahead! 
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