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“Nothing in all creation is hidden from God’s sight.   

Everything is uncovered and laid bare  
before the eyes of him to whom we must give account.”  Hebrews 4:13 

 
Contagious faith 
One of the most compelling traits of genuine faith is authenticity.  We’re 
moved when we interact with a person who lives out their faith with 
integrity.   On the flip side, few things are a bigger turn-off than someone 
who is pretending.  And it’s clear God doesn’t appreciate that, either. 
 
1.  In God’s eyes, integrity beats reputation every time. 

“Now a man named Ananias, together with his wife Sapphira, also sold 
a piece of property. With his wife’s full knowledge he kept back part of 
the money for himself, but brought the rest and put it at the apostles’ 
feet.”  Acts 5:1-2 
 

 We have this desire to want to look better than we really are. 
 

 God wants us to come just as we are…and grow from there. 
God is never fooled by our pretending.  He sees right into my 
heart.  He knows every thought I think, every word I speak, every 
place I go.  The good and the bad—he sees it all.   

 

 We will often fool others.  We will never fool God. 
“I tell you, this sinner, not the Pharisee, returned home justified 
before God. For those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and 
those who humble themselves will be exalted.”  Luke 18:14 

 
2.  Every wrong choice I make is ultimately against God. 

Then Peter said, “Ananias, how is it that Satan has so filled your 
heart that you have lied to the Holy Spirit… You have not lied just to 
human beings but to God.”  Acts 5:3-4 
 

 Whenever we make a wrong choice, our offense is not only 
against a colleague, a spouse, a child, a friend, whomever.   
Every time I sin, I am grieving the heart of God.  Genesis 39:9 

3.  The consequences of “Pretend” Christianity are devastating.  
“When Ananias heard this, he fell down and died. And great fear seized 
all who heard what had happened. Then some young men came 
forward, wrapped up his body, and carried him out and buried him… 
Great fear seized the whole church and all who heard about these 
events.”  Acts 5:5-6,11 

 

 Why was the discipline so severe for this couple?  Most Bible 
teachers would say because it was a pivotal moment in the life of a 
new church.  Much like Aachan who died for his sin, right when the 
people of Israel are coming into their new homeland.  (see Joshua 7) 

 
Sin always takes us further than we plan to go, 
Keeps us longer than we intend to stay, 
And costs way more than we ever expected to pay. 

 

 Taking personal inventory…   
Are there ways that I’m pretending to be better than I am? 
Am I being deceptive?  Misleading people in any way? 
What if—like God—I cared more about my integrity than about my 
reputation?  What changes would I make in my behavior? 

 
4.  Grace & forgiveness are always available for the humble.  

Jesus is our “Savior…who brings us to repentance and forgives our 
sins.”  Acts 5:31 

 

 The same God who punishes Ananias and Sapphira is the same 
radically merciful God who offers grace to every one of us who 
puts our trust in Jesus.   
 

 God wants to be with people who admit their need and come 
humbly to him:  “The high and lofty one who lives in eternity, the 
Holy One, says this: ‘I live in the high and holy place with those 
whose spirits are contrite and humble.’”  Isaiah 57:15 

 

 So what kind of life am I living before God, Pretend or Authentic?    
There’s a world of difference.  Only one is acceptable to God and 
makes an impact on a watching world. 

 

Completed note sheets are available at the literature display in the Lobby, or by visiting Gracecma.org 


