
THE GREAT PURSUIT 

ACTS 13-14 

For those that have generously been given the Gospel, 

it is our highest privilege to actively pursue those who have yet to receive it. 

 

“Why should anyone hear the Gospel twice, before everyone has heard it once?”  Oswald J. Smith   

 

1. GOOD NEWS UNSHARED IS NO NEWS AT ALL. (Acts 13:1-3)  

A. Missionaries: are “sent ones” given an essential task or mission. 

a. The mission of the Church is the sending of people by the Church at the leading of the Holy 

Spirit into areas of the world where the name of Christ is not known and God is not 

worshipped.  

b. Access to the Good News of the Gospel is a wonderful privilege not all have been given.  

B.  All believers are called to be “witnesses” in our Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and to the ends of the 

Earth. (Acts 1:8)  

a. “Here”, “there”, and “everywhere” is an aggressive approach and our God-given mission.  

b. There are still a massive number of individuals and people groups that have no access to the 

gospel.     

 

2. THE LOST ARE WORTH PURSUING, REGARDLESS OF THE COST. (Acts 13:4-12)  

A. The cost to the church in Antioch was extremely significant but worth it.  

a. We send our best and brightest at the risk of significant peril and persecution.  

b.  The Church is on a mission; therefore it is far more like a battleship than a cruise ship. 

Forgetting our mission has tremendously negative consequences.  

B.  God’s heart is for “the world”.  Our heart should be as well.  

 a.    Physical poverty has little to do with spiritual poverty.  

b.    Pre-judging those who may or may not receive the Gospel is a dangerous assumption.  History 

has proven that the Gospel has impacted the most unlikely of hearts.  

 

3. OPPOSITION TO THE GOSPEL OUGHT TO BE EXPECTED.  (Acts 13-14)  

A. The messenger of the Gospel experiences a variety of forms of opposition.  

“We are hard-pressed on all sides, but we are never frustrated; we are puzzled, but never in despair. We 

are persecuted, but are never deserted; we may be knocked down but we are never knocked out!” 

 (2 Corinthians 4:8-9 MSG). 

a. External persecution and direct opposition. (Elymas, Stoning)  

b. Internal discouragement even abandonment. (Initial lack of converts, John Mark leaves) 

c. Physical ailments and illness.  (Galatians 4:13)  

d. The deceiver can even use false praise from fickle people to confuse the message. (Acts14:8-

18)  

B. Opposition can be a sign of success, not necessarily a sign of failure. 

C. It often takes a crooked path to make a straight path to the Lord.  

-Paul and Barnabus boldly took a message of hope to the lost even returning to those places where they 

had previously experienced tremendous persecution.  

 

 

Application 

-What part has God asked you to personally play in this mission? 

-Why is the advancement of the Good News  “Here, There and Everywhere” such an important task?  

Pray: Join other members of the Grace family as we join the national prayer movement “Seek God For The 

City”, a 40-day adventure...focusing on our city and the world.  Check out the lobby table today for more 

information. 

Give: Note in your giving “GCF,” Support a short-term trip, invest in eternity.  

Go: Check out wegotoserve.com for more information about opportunities to serve our HERE. THERE. 

EVERYWHERE.  

  


