
The Co-op's Statement on GMOs 

Without federally required labeling of products containing Genetically Modified 
Organisms (GMOs), the Isla Vista Food Co-op cannot guarantee all the products it carries 
are GMO-free. Because 85–90% of all soybeans, corn, cotton, sugar beets and canola 
grown in this country contain Monsanto’s patented genetically altered genes, products 
that include these ingredients and were grown using conventional agricultural practices 
may contain GMOs. For this reason, the CO-OP is committed to providing, whenever 
possible, at least one product in each food category that is certified by a third party to be 
organically grown. 
 
Current USDA regulations prohibit the use of GMOs in organic production, so buying 
USDA Certified organic products is a good way to avoid GMOs and to drive them out of 
the food system. If the label says “made with organic ingredients,” only 70% of the 
ingredients must be organic, but even those non-organic ingredients cannot be produced 
from GMOs. Certain crops, like corn, however, are wind-pollinated, so there is a chance 
for genetic drift from a GMO corn field to contaminate an organic corn field.  In other 
words, being certain that a product is 100% GMO-free will be difficult while the use of 
GMOs themselves is widespread and they are not required to be labeled. 
Many of the manufacturers whose products are available at the Co-op are going through 
Non-GMO Project verification for some or all of their products. Choosing products that 
are Non-GMO verified is another way to avoid GMOs. Look for labeling on our shelves, 
on product packaging, or visit nongmoproject.org for a list of verified vendors and 
products. 

The Co-op seeks to expand customer awareness of GMOs. This includes providing 
information about the possible health and environmental risks, pending legislation and 
opportunities for action. Some ways concerned consumers can get involved include: 
writing to members of Congress to encourage support of legislation to require 
mandatory labeling; supporting the Center for Food Safety, and choosing products that 
are certified organic or Non-GMO verified. 

 
Thank you! 

http://www.nongmoproject.org

